
 

Cumulative Listing July – December 2025 

Fortnightly TAG Mail – resources list    11th December 2025 
This is the last TAG Mail for 2025. It will resume on the 8th of January 2026. 

. 

 
IPU Workshop 

NSW TAG is convening a workshop on IPUs for NSW LHD/N IPU decision makers to discuss  
current challenges and emerging trends. 

10 am to 3 pm 
February 11th 2026 at 

Royal North Shore Hospital 
Contact: sasha.bennett@svha.org.au 

 
NSW TAG ACTIVITIES 

Open email discussions 
1. Has any DTC provided long term outpatient access to sodium oxybate through IPUs? 

Closes 17 December 2025 

2. Has any DTC developed infrastructure to support streamlined IPUs (while awaiting CEC 

system? Closes 17 December 2025 

Recently completed email discussions 
- Lists of time critical medicines 

- Policies for DTC oversight of programmable infusion pumps.  

- Hospital/district criteria for use of andexanet alfa and relevant policy/protocols/guidance documents.  
- Obinutuzumab in refractory lupus nephritis 
Contact Sasha Bennett at sasha.bennett@svha.org.au for information about any email 
discussions, publications or upcoming meetings.  

 
CATAG REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 

Tasmania is seeking input from other jurisdictions on any existing frameworks/guidelines that 
are in place for risk assessing compounded medicines. This includes both local hospital 
pharmacy compounding, and third-party compounding. They are interested in frameworks that 
assess suitability of formulas, and apply stability evidence to compounded products etc, 
including for elastomeric infusion devices. Any governance documents relating to pharmacy 
compounding would be appreciated. 
Please send response to Sasha Bennett at sasha.bennett@svha.org.au who will collate 
responses to be sent to Tasmania. 
 

EDITOR’S PICKS  

AJHP: Pain management in hospice and palliative care: A primer for pharmacists - link 
AJHP: Adding real-time continuous glucose monitors to pharmacist intervention on HbA1c - link 
AIM: Why Opioids Stop Working for Pain: No Free Ride in the Brain - link 
AIM: Fighting Medical Misinformation and Disinformation - link 
A&R: Dosing Biologic Drugs for Patients with Obesity: One Size Does NOT Fit All - link 

http://www.nswtag.org.au/email-discussions-4/
mailto:sasha.bennett@svha.org.au
mailto:sasha.bennett@svha.org.au
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxaf326/8374508?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxaf344/8374168?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/ANNALS-25-03630
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/ANNALS-25-05265
https://acrjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/art.43443
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AHR: Navigating medication safety with electronic medical records- link 
AP: Near-fatal reaction associated with cotrimoxazole, metformin and kidney impairment - link 
BJCP: Penicillin allergy de-labelling in the critical care unit: Simulations to design an intravenous drug 
provocation test that mirrors the plasma profile of an enteral challenge - link 
BJCP: CYP2C19 genotype testing for clopidogrel: A guideline developed by CERSI-PGx - link 
BJCP: Interprofessional medication review among acutely admitted older medical patients - link 
BJCP: BP effects of SGLT2 inhibitors and GLP-1 receptor agonists - link 
BJCP: Persistent problem of BZD overuse, time for clinical, educational and AI-driven reform - link 
BJCP: Reducing incorrect antibiotic dosing and enhancing prescriber adherence through a real-time, 
patient-specific clinical decision support system - link 
BJP: Pharmacological interventions to manage cardiometabolic outcomes in adults with severe 
mental illness- link 
BMJ: Benefits and harms of ADHD interventions: review & platform for shared decision making - link 
BMJ: Overweight and obesity management: summary of updated NICE guidance - link 
DTB: Retracted studies in systematic reviews and meta-analyses - link 
EMA Podcast: Inside EMA - Episode 1 - The drugs don’t work: Addressing antimicrobial resistance 
Gastro: AGA Living Clinical Practice Guideline on the Pharmacologic Management of Moderate-to-
Severe Crohn’s Disease - link 
Heart: Combinations of diuretics for acute heart failure - link 
IMJ: Incidence and outcomes of acute kidney injury in admitted inpatients - link 
IMJ: The need for novel therapies for immune-mediated inflammatory diseases in Australia - link 
IJCP: Adherence to biologics in patients with inflammatory bowel disease: a systematic review and 
meta-analysis - link 
JAMA: Therapeutic Use of Cannabis and Cannabinoids: a review - link 

JAMA: Precision Immunotherapy to Improve Sepsis Outcomes - link 

JAMA IM: Oral Corticosteroid Use During Pregnancy and the Risk of Gestational Diabetes - link 
JAMA IM: Evidence for Clinical Treatment Decisions Without Randomized Data - link 
JPPR: Advanced Pharmacy Australia Medication Safety Standards - link 
Medsafe: ACE inhibitors and ARBs: When angioedema hits the intestines - link 
Medsafe: Triple M overlap syndrome (Myocarditis, Myositis and Myasthenia gravis) with immune 
checkpoint inhibitors - link 
MDPI: Large Language Models for Drug-Related Adverse Events in Oncology Pharmacy- link 
MJA: - The risk of death after hospitalisation following intentional self‐poisoning- link 

MJA: Variation in clinical guidelines for delivery of injectable long‐acting penicillin across Australia and 

Aotearoa NZ - link 
NICE: Changes to NICE’s cost-effectiveness thresholds confirmed - link 
OI: Effectiveness of bisphosphonates vs denosumab in dementia or frailty post hip fracture- link  
PM: Efficacy and safety of pregabalin and duloxetine in painful diabetic neuropathy - link 
Ped: Pediatric-Friendly Formulations at the Time of Pediatric Labeling & After Marketing  - link 
Ped:The Role and Safety of Aluminum Adjuvants in Childhood Vaccines - link 
PJ: How will a single national formulary change medicines provision? - link 
P’therapy: Constructing a Personalized Treatment Rule for Initial Therapy in Early PD- link 
P’therapy: Machine Learning Algorithms for Predicting Injurious Fall Risk Among Older Adults with 
Depression- link 
 

OTHER NEWS  

NSW Health 
- NSW residents urged to take care this mosquito season [4 December 2025] 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – AUSTRALIA 

Agency for Clinical Innovation, NSW (ACI) 
The latest weekly Evidence Digest can be found here 
 
Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 

mailto:nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au
https://connectsci.au/ah/article-abstract/49/6/AH24344/262306/Navigating-medication-safety-with-electronic?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/articles/near-fatal-reaction-associated-with-cotrimoxazole-metformin-and-kidney-impairment.html
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70388
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70370
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70399
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70378
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70394
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70397
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/the-british-journal-of-psychiatry/article/pharmacological-interventions-to-manage-cardiometabolic-outcomes-in-adults-with-severe-mental-illness-umbrella-review/F6D17A72BEBB92FC6573381BB89F2845
https://www.bmj.com/content/391/bmj-2025-085875
https://www.bmj.com/content/391/bmj.r2286
https://dtb.bmj.com/content/early/2025/12/03/dtb.2025.000054
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news-events/podcast-inside-ema
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0016508525060913?via%3Dihub
https://heart.bmj.com/content/early/2025/11/13/heartjnl-2025-326601.long
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imj.70290
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imj.70258
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-02061-4
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2842072
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2842634
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/article-abstract/2842158
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/article-abstract/2842416
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jppr.70056
https://www.medsafe.govt.nz/profs/PUArticles/December2025/ACEIs-and-ARBs-intestinal-angioedema.html
https://www.medsafe.govt.nz/profs/PUArticles/December2025/Triple-M-overlap-syndrome-with-ICIs.html
https://www.mdpi.com/2226-4787/13/6/176
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2025/223/11/risk-death-after-hospitalisation-following-intentional-self-poisoning
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2025/223/11/scoping-review-variation-clinical-guidelines-delivery-injectable-long-acting
https://www.nice.org.uk/news/articles/changes-to-nice-s-cost-effectiveness-thresholds-confirmed
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00198-025-07676-x
https://academic.oup.com/painmedicine/advance-article/doi/10.1093/pm/pnaf155/8320008?login=true
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article-abstract/doi/10.1542/peds.2025-073604/205752/Access-to-Pediatric-Friendly-Formulations-at-the?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/doi/10.1542/peds.2025-074874/205757/The-Role-and-Safety-of-Aluminum-Adjuvants-in
https://pharmaceutical-journal.com/article/feature/how-will-a-single-national-formulary-change-medicines-provision
https://accpjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/phar.70069
https://accpjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/phar.70087
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/news/Pages/20251204_00.aspx
https://aci.health.nsw.gov.au/statewide-programs/critical-intelligence-unit/past-digests
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- National guidelines for presentation of electronic discharge summaries - link 
- New Resource for Sepsis in Easy Read - link 
 
Australian Government Department of Health 
- ATAGI statement on the importance and safety of Hepatitis B vaccine at birth - link 
- Teresa: Behind the scenes with a Quitline counsellor – what is Quitline? - link 
- Electronic National Residential Medication Chart (eNRMC) – Key dates for eNRMC electronic 
prescribing transition ; Pharmacist fact sheet ; Prescriber fact sheet 
- Diagnosis and treatment for complex neurodevelopmental conditions – Fact sheet 
- Medication Management Review Programs dataset - link 
- Dose Administration Aid (DAA) Evaluation 2025 - link 
- New Aged Care Act – strengthened Aged Care Quality Standards – Standard 5: The clinical care 
 
Australian Institute for Health and Welfare (AIHW)  
- Acute rheumatic fever and rheumatic heart disease in Australia - link 
- Mental health – update ;  Dementia in Australia  - update ; Neurological conditions in Australia - link 
- Educational resources: Alcohol ; Amphetamines ; Cannabis ; Heroin ; Vaping ; Pharmaceutical meds 
 
MIMS monthly updates 
- New Indications 
-- Durvalumab (Imfinzi) in combination with gemcitabine and cisplatin is now also indicated as 
neoadjuvant treatment, followed by Imfinzi as monotherapy adjuvant treatment after radical 
cystectomy, for the treatment of adults with muscle invasive bladder cancer 
 -- Normal immunoglobulin (human) and vorhyaluronidase alfa (Hyqvia) in children >2 years of age for 
replacement therapy in primary immunodeficiency disease and symptomatic 
hypogammaglobulinaemia secondary to underlying disease or treatment, and in adults and children 
>2 years of age for immunomodulatory therapy in chronic inflammatory demyelinating 
polyneuropathy, as maintenance therapy after stabilisation with intravenous immunoglobulin 
 -- Selpercatinib (Retevmo) for adult and adolescent (12 years of age and older) patients with 
advanced or metastatic rearranged during transfection-mutant medullary thyroid cancer who require 
systemic therapy 
 -- Trastuzumab deruxtecan (Enhertu) (with provisional approval) for adults with unresectable or 
metastatic non-small cell lung cancer whose tumours have activating human epidermal growth factor 
receptor 2 (erythroblastic oncogene B 2) mutations and who have received prior platinum-based 
chemotherapy with or without immunotherapy 
 
PBS 
- PBS Website Update - 1 December 2025 
- Medication Program for Homeless People - 1 December 2025 
- DUSC Utilisation Analysis Public Release Documents - 3 December 2025 
- PBS subsidy arrangements for simvastatin tablets SSSI - 5 December 2025 
 
Pharmacy Council of NSW 
- Council annual reports 2024/25 - of the 15 NSW health professional councils - link 
 
TGA 
- Database of section 19A approvals to import and supply medicines to address medicine shortages 
- AusPARs:  
--Denosumab biosimilars: Osenvelt for prevention of skeletal related events in patients with multiple 
myeloma and in patients with bone metastases from solid tumours. Stoboclo for the treatment of 
osteoporosis in postmenopausal women. Stoboclo significantly reduces the risk of vertebral, non-
vertebral and hip fractures - link 
-- Sephience (sepiapterin) approved for treatment of hyperphenylalaninaemia in adult and paediatric 
patients with phenylketonuria 
- About Australian prescription medicine decision summaries (AusPMDSs) 

mailto:nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/our-work/e-health-safety/electronic-discharge-summary-eds-systems
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/newsroom/latest-news/new-resource-sepsis-easy-read
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/atagi-statement-on-the-importance-and-safety-of-hepatitis-b-vaccine-at-birth?language=en
https://www.health.gov.au/give-up-for-good/resources/videos/teresa-behind-the-scenes-with-a-quitline-counsellor-what-is-quitline?language=en
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/electronic-national-residential-medication-chart-enrmc-key-dates-for-enrmc-electronic-prescribing-transition?language=en
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/electronic-national-residential-medication-charts-enrmc-pharmacist-fact-sheet?language=en
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/electronic-national-residential-medication-charts-enrmc-prescriber-fact-sheet?language=en
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/diagnosis-and-treatment-for-complex-neurodevelopmental-conditions-fact-sheet?language=en
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/medication-management-review-programs-dataset?language=en
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/dose-administration-aid-daa-evaluation-2025?language=en
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/videos/new-aged-care-act-strengthened-aged-care-quality-standards-standard-5-the-clinical-care?language=en
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/indigenous-australians/arf-rhd/contents/about
https://www.aihw.gov.au/mental-health
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/dementia/dementia-in-aus/contents/about
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/neurological-conditions/neurological-conditions/contents/about
https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/adc5544f-7ac8-4d77-868d-e7ef50bce522/aihw-phe221_alcohol_dec25_1.pdf
https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/93fb9981-9852-4d80-b6f7-4bde8d4e82ce/aihw-phe221_cannabis_dec25.pdf
https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/0325bb72-5bf0-4620-be46-d594e43127a9/aihw-phe221_heroin_dec25.pdf
Vaping%20and%20e-cigarettes
https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/b3bdbf3b-7ea6-4553-86ed-3f67a546ed1c/aihw-phe221_pharmaceutical-drugs_dec25.pdf
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/artg?keywords=Imfinzi
https://www.ebs.tga.gov.au/ebs/picmi/picmirepository.nsf/pdf?OpenAgent=&id=CP-2018-PI-01708-1
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/artg?keywords=Retevmo
https://www.ebs.tga.gov.au/ebs/picmi/picmirepository.nsf/pdf?OpenAgent=&id=CP-2021-PI-02270-1
https://www.pbs.gov.au/info/news/2025/12/pbs-website-update-1-december-2025
https://www.pbs.gov.au/info/news/2025/12/medication-program-for-homeless-people
https://www.pbs.gov.au/info/news/2025/12/dusc-utilisation-analysis-public-release-documents
https://www.pbs.gov.au/info/news/2025/12/pbs-subsidy-arrangements-for-simvastatin-tablets-sssi
https://www.pharmacycouncil.nsw.gov.au/council-annual-reports-202425
https://www.tga.gov.au/ws-s19a-index
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/auspar/osenvelt-stoboclo
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/auspar/sephience
https://www.tga.gov.au/products/regulations-all-products/about-australian-register-therapeutic-goods-artg/about-australian-prescription-medicine-decision-summaries-auspmdss


 
 

Advancing quality use of medicines in NSW public hospitals and the wider community since 1988 
Ph: 0407418 072 ｜Email: nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au 
An initiative of NSW clinical pharmacologists & pharmacists 
ABN: 82 707 308 091 
 
 

 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – INTERNATIONAL  

All Wales Medicines Strategy Group 
- Venetoclax (Venclyxto®) with azacitidine supported for treatment of relapsed/refractory acute 
myeloid leukaemia - link 
 
British National Formulary 
- Updated monograph to reflect new formulation of Rybelsus® (oral semaglutide) replacing initial 
formulation - link 
  
Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologies in Health 
- Newborn screening - Drugs for Rare Diseases Strategy - link 
- Quetiapine for Bipolar Disorder - link 
- Injectable Opioid Agonist Treatment for Patients With Opioid Use Disorder: An Updated Review of 
Clinical and Cost-Effectiveness - link 
- Quetiapine for Major Depressive Disorder - link 
 
Department of Health and Social Care 
- Clinical guidelines for alcohol treatment - link 
- HIV Action Plan for England, 2025 to 2030 - link 
 
electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- New products 
-- Angeliq (drospirenone , estradiol hemihydrate) 1 mg/2 mg film-coated tablets for oestrogen 
deficiency symptoms in postmenopausal women ≥ 1 year post menopause, and as prevention of 
osteoporosis in postmenopausal women at high risk of fractures who are intolerant of, or 
contraindicated for other osteoporosis prevention therapies 
-- Bilprevda (denosumab) 120 mg Solution for injection - biosimilar licensed for prevention of skeletal 
related events in adults with advanced malignancies involving bone & treatment of adults/skeletally 
mature adolescents with giant cell tumour of bone that is unresectable or surgical resection likely to 
result in severe morbidity 
-- Bomyntra (denosumab) 120 mg/1.7 ml Solution for injection - biosimilar for prevention of skeletal 
related events in adults with advanced malignancies involving bone & treatment of adults/skeletally 
mature adolescents with giant cell tumour of bone that is unresectable or surgical resection likely to 
result in severe morbidity 
-- Bildyos (denosumab) 60 mg Solution for injection in pre-filled syringe - biosimilar licensed for 
treatment of: osteoporosis in postmenopausal women and men, bone loss associated with hormone 
ablation in men with prostate cancer and bone-loss associated with long-term systemic glucocorticoid 
therapy at increased risk of fractures 
-- Conexxence (denosumab) 60 mg Solution for injection - biosimilar for osteoporosis in 
postmenopausal women and men, bone loss associated with hormone ablation in men with prostate 
cancer and bone-loss associated with long-term systemic glucocorticoid therapy at increased risk of 
fractures 
-- Ekterly (sebetralstat) 300mg tablet - competitive, reversible inhibitor of kallikrein licensed for 
hereditary angioedema attacks in patients aged 12 years and older. A dose of 300mg should be 
administered at the earliest recognition of an attack, and an additional dose can be taken if needed 
-- Itovebi (inavolisib) film-coated tablet – 3mg and 9mg - mutant-selective PI3Kα inhibitor licensed for 
the treatment of PIK3CA-mutated, oestrogen receptor (ER)-positive, HER2-negative, locally advanced 
or metastatic breast cancer in combination with palbociclib and fulvestrant 
-- Obodence (denosumab) 60 mg solution for injection in pre-filled syringe - biosimilar to Prolia 
licensed for treatment of osteoporosis in postmenopausal women/men with increased fracture (Fx) 
risks, bone loss linked to hormone ablation in men with prostate cancer with Fx risks, & treatment of 
bone loss linked to long-term glucocorticoid therapy 

mailto:nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au
https://awttc.nhs.wales/accessing-medicines/one-wales-medicines-process/ow-decisions/venetoclax-with-azacitidine-for-relapsed-refractory-acute-myeloid-leukaemia/
https://www.pharmaceuticalpress.com/bnf-news/new-formulation-of-rybelsus-oral-semaglutide-has-replaced-the-initial-formulation/
https://www.cda-amc.ca/newborn-screening-drugs-rare-diseases-strategy
https://www.cda-amc.ca/quetiapine-bipolar-disorder
https://www.cda-amc.ca/injectable-opioid-agonist-treatment-patients-opioid-use-disorder-updated-review-clinical-and-cost
https://www.cda-amc.ca/quetiapine-major-depressive-disorder
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/clinical-guidelines-for-alcohol-treatment
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/trailblazing-scheme-to-reconnect-thousands-with-hiv-treatment
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/
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-- Xbryk (denosumab) 120mg solution for injection - biosimilar to Xgeva for prevention of skeletal 
related events in adults with advanced malignancies involving bone, & treatment of adults & skeletally 
mature adolescents with giant cell tumour of bone that is unresectable or where surgery is too risky 
-- Xenazine (tetrabenazine) 25 mg/1 tablet for moderate to severe tardive dyskinesia, movement 
disorders due to Huntington’s chorea, hemiballismus, senile chorea, & related neurological conditions 
 
European Association of Hospital Pharmacists 
- The European Association of Hospital Pharmacists (EAHP) 2025 shortages survey report - link 
   
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- FDA Seizes 7-OH Opioids to Protect American Consumers - link 
- New Drug approvals 
-- First Generic Estradiol Vaginal Insert for Treatment of Moderate to Severe Dyspareunia, Imvexxy 
-- lisocabtagene maraleucel (Breyanzi) CAR-T for relapsed or refractory marginal zone lymphoma 
-- pirtobrutinib (Jaypirca) for chronic lymphocytic leukemia and small lymphocytic lymphoma 
-- First gene therapy treatment for Wiskott-Aldrich Syndrome, Waskyra (etuvetidigene autotemcel) 
-- First cellular therapy to treat patients with severe aplastic anemia, Omisirge (omidubicel-onlv) 
-- Neulasta biosimilar Lupin, Armlupeg injection to reduce the risk of chemotherapy-related infection 
-- Durvalumab + FLOT for Certain GI Cancers 
 
Health Services Safety Investigation Body 
- Patient safety issues associated with electronic patient record (EPR) systems – a thematic review 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) 
Approvals 
-- inavolisib for treatment of adults with hormone receptor-positive (HR+), human epidermal growth 
factor receptor 2-negative (HER2-) PIK3CA-mutated breast cancer - link 
-- tisotumab vedotin (Tivdak) for the treatment of cervical cancer - link 
-- mirdametinib for plexiform neurofibromas in children, adolescents, and adults with 
neurofibromatosis type 1 - link 
- Hepatitis B vaccines for babies - link 
- Five festive mistakes you didn’t know you were making: MHRA urges the public to be merry, not 
risky – don’t mix medicines with alcohol - link 
 
Monthly Index of Medical Specialities (MIMS) UK 
- Angeliq (estradiol/drosperinone) re-launched after almost 7 years - link 
 
NHS Scotland / Scottish Medicines Consortium (SMC) 
- completes initial assessment of the evidence for Joenja (leniolisib) using the ultra-orphan framework 
- Accepted for use: 
-- Amivantamab (Rybrevant®) for advanced non-small cell lung cancer 
-- Delgocitinib (Anzupgo®) for moderate to severe chronic hand eczema in adults for whom topical 
corticosteroids are inadequate or inappropriate 
-- Progesterone (Prometrium®) for the prevention of miscarriage 
- Accepted for restricted use: 
-- Givinostat (Duvyzat®) for Duchenne muscular dystrophy 
-- Maralixibat (Livmarli®) for cholestatic pruritus in patients with Alagille syndrome 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) UK  
- Changes to NICE’s cost-effectiveness thresholds confirmed - link 
- Glofitamab with gemcitabine and oxaliplatin for treating relapsed or refractory diffuse large B-cell 
lymphoma (TA1113) 
- Talquetamab for treating relapsed & refractory multiple myeloma after 3 or more treatments 
(TA1114) 
- Vutrisiran for treating transthyretin amyloidosis with cardiomyopathy (TA1115) 

mailto:nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au
https://eahp.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/FINAL_EAHP-2025-Shortages-Survey-Report.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-seizes-7-oh-opioids-protect-american-consumers
https://www.fda.gov/drugs/drug-safety-and-availability/fda-approves-first-generic-estradiol-vaginal-insert-treatment-moderate-severe-dyspareunia
https://www.fda.gov/drugs/resources-information-approved-drugs/fda-approves-lisocabtagene-maraleucel-relapsed-or-refractory-marginal-zone-lymphoma
https://www.fda.gov/drugs/resources-information-approved-drugs/fda-grants-traditional-approval-pirtobrutinib-chronic-lymphocytic-leukemia-and-small-lymphocytic
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-approves-first-gene-therapy-treatment-wiskott-aldrich-syndrome
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-approves-first-cellular-therapy-treat-patients-severe-aplastic-anemia
https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/fda-approves-another-neulasta-biosimilar-2025a1000xx6
https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/fda-approves-durvalumab-flot-certain-gi-cancers-2025a1000x15
https://www.hssib.org.uk/patient-safety-investigations/electronic-patient-record-epr-systems-thematic-review/investigation-report/
https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/mhra-approves-inavolisib-pik3ca-mutated-breast-cancer-2025a1000x72
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/mhra-approves-tisotumab-vedotin-for-the-treatment-of-cervical-cancer
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/mirdametinib-approved-to-treat-plexiform-neurofibromas-in-children-adolescents-and-adults-with-neurofibromatosis-type-1
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/hepatitis-b-vaccines-for-babies
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/five-festive-mistakes-you-didnt-know-you-were-making-mhra-urges-the-public-to-be-merry-not-risky-dont-mix-medicines-with-alcohol
https://www.mims.co.uk/hrt-tablet-relaunched-almost-7-years/womens-health/article/1941928
https://scottishmedicines.org.uk/medicines-advice/leniolisib-joenja-uo-smc2836/
https://scottishmedicines.org.uk/medicines-advice/amivantamab-rybrevant-fasttrackresub-smc2878/
https://scottishmedicines.org.uk/medicines-advice/delgocitinib-anzupgo-full-smc2817/
https://scottishmedicines.org.uk/medicines-advice/progesterone-prometrium-abb-smc2869/
https://scottishmedicines.org.uk/medicines-advice/givinostat-duvyzat-full-smc2856/
https://scottishmedicines.org.uk/medicines-advice/maralixibat-livmarli-2nd-resub-smc2806/
https://www.nice.org.uk/news/articles/changes-to-nice-s-cost-effectiveness-thresholds-confirmed
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta1113
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta1114
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta1115
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- Digital platforms to support cardiac rehabilitation: early value assessment (HTE35) 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Research (NIHR) 
- Behavioural weight management interventions for the treatment of obesity: network meta-analysis of 
trial and real-world individual participant data - link 
 
Royal Pharmaceutical Society 
- Palliative & End of Life Care: Pharmacy’s contribution to improved patient care - link 
- RPS launches consultation on new pharmacogenomic resource for all prescribers - link 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- Ex-Vivo Non-GMO Gene Therapy Medicinal Products – Pharmacy Institutional Readiness Guidance 
- link 
- In-Vivo Non-GMO Gene Therapy Medicinal Products – Pharmacy Institutional Readiness Guidance - 
link 
- PGD templates: Human and animal bites ; Reproductive health ; Scabies 
- The licence and supporting evidence for golimumab biosimilar - link 
- The licence and supporting evidence for denosumab 120mg biosimilars - link 
 
The King’s Fund (UK) 
- Treatment to prevention: how HIV is leading the way on early diagnosis - link 
- Approaches to vaccine delivery: learning from Gloucestershire ICB’s Covid-19 vaccine programme - 
link 
 
UK Health Security Agency 
- Updated patient group direction (PGD) template: MMR ; MMRV ; Emtricitabine and tenofovir 
alafenamide (TAF) tablets as PrEP 
- Routine childhood immunisation schedule - link 
 
UK Parliament Committees 
- Expert Panel: Evaluation of Palliative care in England: Third Special Report of Session 2024–26 
 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
- WHO guideline on the use of glucagon-like peptide-1 (GLP-1) therapies for the treatment of obesity 
in adults - link 
- Guideline for the prevention, diagnosis and treatment of infertility - link 
- WHO recommendations on care for women with diabetes during pregnancy - link 
- WHO expert group’s new analysis reaffirms there is no link between vaccines and autism - link 
- New tools saved a million lives from malaria last year but progress under threat as drug resistance 
rises - link 
- New prevention tools and investment in services essential in the fight against AIDS - link 
 

MEDICATION SAFETY 

electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- Revised SPCs 
-- Anatera (fluorescein sodium) - diarrohoea added as an ADR of unknown frequency 
-- Arexvy (RSV vaccine) may be administered concomitantly with a pneumococcal conjugate vaccine 
-- Convulex (valproic acid) - valproate is a known histone deacetylase (HDAC) inhibitor and has been 
reported to induce changes in epigenetic marks (histone acetylation, histone methylation, DNA 
methylation), changes in chromatin condensation and influence gene expression 
-- Darzalex (daratumumab) 1800 mg solution for injection - use of large diameter or blunt tip transfer 
needles or multiple stopper punctures, should be avoided to reduce the incidence of stopper coring 
-- Libtayo (cemiplimab) - pancreatitis added as an uncommon ADR 
-- Jaypirca (pirtobrutinib) - increased hepatic enzymes added as a side effect of unknown frequency 
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https://www.rpharms.com/Portals/0/RPS%20document%20library/Open%20access/Palliative%20Care/RPS%20Palliative%20Care%20Policy%20-%20100725-E.pdf
https://www.rpharms.com/about-us/news/details/rps-launches-consultation-on-new-pharmacogenomic-resource-for-all-prescribers
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/ex-vivo-non-gmo-gene-therapy-medicinal-products-pharmacy-institutional-readiness-guidance/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/in-vivo-non-gmo-gene-therapy-medicinal-products-pharmacy-institutional-readiness-guidance/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/home/guidance/patient-group-directions-and-legal-mechanisms/national-pgd-templates/#:~:text=for%20sore%20throat-,Skin%20infections,Co%2Damoxiclav%20for%20human%20and%20animal%20bites,-Aciclovir%20for%20shingles
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/home/guidance/patient-group-directions-and-legal-mechanisms/national-pgd-templates/#:~:text=Iomeprol%20contrast%20agent-,Reproductive%20health%20and%20contraception,-For%20use%20within
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/home/guidance/patient-group-directions-and-legal-mechanisms/national-pgd-templates/#:~:text=Erythromycin%20for%20impetigo-,Skin%20infestations,-Malathion%20for%20scabies
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/the-licence-and-supporting-evidence-for-golimumab-biosimilar/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/the-licence-and-supporting-evidence-for-denosumab-120mg-biosimilars/
https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/insight-and-analysis/blogs/treatment-prevention-hiv-leading-way-early-diagnosis
https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/insight-and-analysis/reports/approaches-vaccine-delivery-gloucestershire#looking-ahead-%E2%80%93-lessons-for-the-future
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mmr-patient-group-direction-pgd-template
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mmrv-patient-group-direction-pgd-template
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/emtricitabine-and-tenofovir-alafenamide-taf-tablets-as-prep/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/routine-childhood-immunisation-schedule
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5901/cmselect/cmhealth/632/report.html
https://app.magicapp.org/#/guideline/LrRxrL
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240115774
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240117044
https://www.who.int/news/item/11-12-2025-who-expert-group-s-new-analysis-reaffirms-there-is-no-link-between-vaccines-and-autism
https://www.who.int/news/item/04-12-2025-new-tools-saved-a-million-lives-from-malaria-last-year-but-progress-under-threat-as-drug-resistance-rises
https://www.who.int/news/item/01-12-2025-new-prevention-tools-and-investment-in-services-essential-in-the-fight-against-aids
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/
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-- Innovace (enalapril) - angioedema can occur immediately after starting treatment & delayed severe 
angioedema may develop after long-term treatment. Instructions for HCPs advises standard therapies 
for histamine-mediated angioedema may be ineffective for bradykinin-mediated angioedema 
-- Metrogel (metronidazole) - Cockayne syndrome, a rare genetic disorder, added as contraindication 
due to reports of severe hepatotoxicity/acute hepatic failure (including cases with a fatal outcome) 
with very rapid onset after treatment initiation with products containing metronidazole for systemic use 
-- Mezavant XL (mesalazine) - idiopathic intracranial hypertension (pseudotumor cerebri) reported in 
patients on mesalazine. Patients should be counselled on signs/symptoms including severe/recurrent 
headache, visual disturbances or tinnitus & treatment discontinued if diagnosed 
-- Ngenla (somatrogon) - updated with PRAC recommendation to rotate site of injection at each 
administration, and if more than one injection is required to deliver a complete dose, each injection 
should be administered at a different injection site, to prevent lipoatrophy 
-- Otezla (apremilast) - for moderate to severe plaque psoriasis in children and adolescents from the 
age of 6 years and weighing at least 20 kg who are candidates for systemic therapy 
-- Ozempic, Rybelsus (semaglutide) - non-arteritic anterior ischaemic optic neuropathy (NAION) 
added as a very rare ADR. Patients reporting a sudden loss of vision or partial loss should be urgently 
referred for ophthalmological examination. Treatment to be discontinued if diagnosis confirmed 
-- PecFent (fentanyl) - concomitant administration with anticholinergics or medications with 
anticholinergic activity (e.g. tricyclic antidepressants, antihistamines, antipsychotics, muscle relaxants, 
anti-Parkinson drugs) may result in increased anticholinergic adverse effects 
-- Relioz (fluticasone furoate) - dysphonia and aphonia added as ADRs with unknown frequency 
-- Rozex (metronidazole) - contraindication in patients with Cockayne syndrome, as there have been 
reports of severe hepatotoxicity/acute hepatic failure, including cases with a fatal outcome with very 
rapid onset after treatment initiation in these patients 
-- Salofalk (mesalazine) - idiopathic intracranial hypertension (pseudotumor cerebri) reported in 
patients on mesalazine. Patients should be counselled on signs/symptoms including severe/recurrent 
headache, visual disturbances or tinnitus & treatment discontinued if diagnosed 
- Tadomon (tapentadol) - updated with information on treatment goals, discontinuation and duration of 
treatment, concomitant administration with anticholinergics, risk of developing opioid use disorder and 
drug dependence, and emphasis on the fatal outcome of overdose symptoms 
-- Tagrisso (osimertinib) - warning about hep B virus (HBV) reactivation which can occur in patients on 
osimertinib, and in some cases, may result in fulminant hepatitis, hepatic failure, & death. Advice 
provided on clinical & laboratory monitoring of patients with positive HBV serology 
-- Tiotropium (Braltus) - revised guidance on use of bottle of Braltus capsules alongside Zonda device 
-- Truqap (capivasertib) - hypokalaemia, pyrexia and decreased weight added as common side 
effects. It now recommends maintenance of electrolyte balance in patients with diarrhoea to avoid 
complications related to hypovolemia and low electrolyte levels 
-- Xultophy (insulin degludec , liraglutide) - acute pancreatitis warning in line with MHRA 
recommendations. It has been reported in patients treated with GLP-1 RAs, including post-marketing 
reports of necrotising pancreatitis and reports with a fatal outcome 
- Risk minimisation materials 
-- Patient reminder card on the risk of osteonecrosis of the jaw associated with using denosumab 
biosimilars - link 
-- Afqlir Eydenzelt Mynzepli (aflibercept) 40 mg/ml solution for injection in pre-filled syringe: patient 
guides across all licensed indications, outlining the condition, contraindications and advice on side 
effects, and a HCP guide with detailed injection instructions, & advice on patient counselling, & side 
effects management 
-- Myrin (thalidomide) 100 mg tablets: information guide for healthcare professionals (HCPs) involved 
in prescribing & dispensing, guide for patients, adverse event form, risk awareness forms to assist 
HCPs in counselling patients, a patient card, and pregnancy outcome & pregnancy report forms 
-- Tegretol® 100 mg/5ml Liquid (carbamazepine) (Novartis) - Limitation of use in neonates. DHCP 
letter added to the RMM, advising that due to the amount of propylene glycol in the formulation, the 
product is no longer recommended for neonates (below 4 weeks of age for term babies, or below 44 
weeks post-menstrual age for pre-term babies 
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EMA 
- EMA booklet: Safety of medicines - link 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- FDA requests labelling changes related to safety information to clarify the benefit/risk considerations 
for menopausal hormone therapies - link 
 
Health Canada 
- Health Product Infowatch – November 2025 includes 
-- Monthly recap of health product safety information: Itovebi (inavolisib) 
-- New health product safety information - Product monograph update: Braftovi (encorafenib) 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) UK 
- Mesalazine and idiopathic intracranial hypertension - link 
- MHRA Safety Roundup: November 2025 
-- Reported Cases of Patient Deaths Among Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy Patients Receiving 
Duvyzat®▼ (givinostat) and reminder of risk mitigation measures 
-- Tamoxifen: update to product information on QT Prolongation and monitoring recommendations for 
high-risk patients 
- Risk associated with adult breathing circuits lacking a patent exhalation route - link 
 
Medsafe (New Zealand Medicines and Medical Devices Safety Authority) 
- Prescriber Update Vol. 46. No. 4 - December 2025 includes 
-- Bowel-ed over by ACE inhibitors and angiotensin II receptor blockers: When angioedema hits the 
intestines - link 
-- Paracetamol can cause high anion gap metabolic acidosis (HAGMA) - link 
-- Reminder: Allergic reactions with Andrographis paniculate - link 
-- Consider Triple M overlap syndrome (Myocarditis, Myositis and Myasthenia gravis) with immune 
checkpoint inhibitors - link 
 
MIMS monthly updates 
- New Contraindications 
-- Phenobarbital (Phenobarb) in patients with a natural or acquired idiosyncrasy to barbiturates 
 -- Voriconazole (Vfend) for concomitant use with medicinal products that are highly dependent on 
CYP3A4 for metabolism, and for which elevated plasma concentrations are associated with serious 
and/or life-threatening reactions (including eplerenone and voclosporin) and with medicinal products 
that induce CYP3A4 and significantly reduce plasma concentrations of voriconazole 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- Medicines shortages leaflets and posters - link 
- Advising on complementary products and conventional medicines - link 
- Using solid oral dosage form antibiotics in children - link 
 
TGA 
- GLP-1 RAs: warnings aligned over potential risk of suicidal thoughts or behaviours - link 
- Product warnings updated for GLP-1 RA class - link 
- Updated contraception advice for Mounjaro (tirzepatide) - link 
- Information about major medicine shortages – link 
- Ozempic (semaglutide) supply information - link 
- About the shortage of metformin immediate-release tablets - link 
- Substitutions approved for shortage of Zimstat (simvastatin) 5 mg tablets - link 
- Substitutions approved for shortage of nicorandil tablets - link 
-The following Ayurvedic medicines pose a serious risk to health and should not be taken: Brahmi Vati 
tablets ; Kumar Kalyan Rasa tablets ; Manasamitra Vadakam tablets 
 

mailto:nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au
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https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/medeffect-canada/health-product-infowatch/november-2025.html
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https://www.medsafe.govt.nz/profs/PUArticles/December2025/ACEIs-and-ARBs-intestinal-angioedema.html
https://www.medsafe.govt.nz/profs/PUArticles/December2025/Paracetamol-can-cause-HAGMA.html
https://www.medsafe.govt.nz/profs/PUArticles/December2025/Allergic-reactions-with-andrographis-paniculata.html
https://www.medsafe.govt.nz/profs/PUArticles/December2025/Triple-M-overlap-syndrome-with-ICIs.html
https://www.ebs.tga.gov.au/ebs/picmi/picmirepository.nsf/pdf?OpenAgent=&id=CP-2023-PI-02031-1&d=20251211172310101
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/artg?keywords=Vfend
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/medicines-shortages-leaflets-and-posters/
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https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages/information-about-major-medicine-shortages
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages-and-supply-disruptions/medicine-shortages/major-or-ongoing-medicine-shortages/ozempic-semaglutide-supply-information
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages-and-supply-disruptions/medicine-shortages/major-or-ongoing-medicine-shortages/about-shortage-metformin-immediate-release-tablets
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages-and-supply-disruptions/medicine-shortages/medicine-shortage-alerts/substitutions-approved-shortage-zimstat-simvastatin-5-mg-tablets
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages-and-supply-disruptions/medicine-shortages/medicine-shortage-alerts/substitutions-approved-shortage-nicorandil-tablets
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/safety-monitoring-and-information/safety-alerts/brahmi-vati-tablets-ayurvedic-medicine
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/safety-monitoring-and-information/safety-alerts/kumar-kalyan-rasa-tablets-ayurvedic-medicine
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/safety-monitoring-and-information/safety-alerts/manasamitra-vadakam-tablets-ayurvedic-medicine


 
 

Advancing quality use of medicines in NSW public hospitals and the wider community since 1988 
Ph: 0407418 072 ｜Email: nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au 
An initiative of NSW clinical pharmacologists & pharmacists 
ABN: 82 707 308 091 
 
 

World Health Organisation (WHO) 
- Medical Product Alert N°6/2025: Falsified SIMULECT (basiliximab) for injection - link 
 

PAPERS OF INTEREST 

American Journal of Cardiology 
- GLP-1 Receptor Agonists and Cardiovascular Outcomes in Adults With Diabetes and Peripheral 
Artery Disease: An Updated Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis - link 
 
American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy (AJHP)  
- “Chart First”—A targeted initiative to reduce medication errors associated with verbal orders in the 
emergency department: A retrospective cohort study - link 
- Pain management in hospice and palliative care: A primer for pharmacists - link 
- Aripiprazole and CYP2D6: A retrospective cohort study evaluating the impact of CYP2D6 phenotype 
on metabolic abnormalities - link 
- Evaluating the addition of real-time continuous glucose monitors to pharmacist intervention on 
glycated hemoglobin - link 
- Implementation of dispense waste functionality with new electronic health record system - link 
- Severe hypotension following sublingual dexmedetomidine administration in an elderly patient - link 
- The XYZs of xylazine: Management of withdrawal and complications - link 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
- Systemic Corticosteroids, Mortality, and Infections in Pneumonia and Acute Respiratory Distress 
Syndrome: A Systematic Review and Meta-analysis - link 
- Risk for Cancer with Glucagon-Like Peptide-1 Receptor Agonists and Dual Agonists: A Systematic 
Review and Meta-analysis - link 
- Why Opioids Stop Working for Pain: No Free Ride in the Brain - link 
- Fighting Medical Misinformation and Disinformation - link 
 
Arthritis & Rheumatology 
- Tofacitinib for the Treatment of Juvenile Idiopathic Arthritis: Patient-Reported Outcomes in a Phase 
III, Randomized, Double-Blind, Placebo-Controlled Withdrawal Trial - link 
- The impact of non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs on radiographic spinal progression in patients 
with axial spondyloarthritis: 10-year results from an inception cohort - link 
- Dosing Biologic Drugs for Patients with Obesity: One Size Does NOT Fit All - link 
- The Effect of Benralizumab and Mepolizumab on Use of Oral Glucocorticoids in Patients With 
Eosinophilic Granulomatosis With Polyangiitis - link 
- Serious Infections in Offspring Exposed to Tumour Necrosis Factor Inhibitors During Pregnancy: 
Comparison of Timing During Pregnancy and Placental Transfer Ability - link 
 
Australian Health Review, Journal of the Australian Healthcare & Hospitals Association 
- Navigating medication safety with electronic medical records: insights from a dual-phase 
implementation in paediatric, neonatal and maternity care - link 
 
Australian Journal of Primary Health 
- Understanding issues of driving safety and transport utilisation among clients receiving opioid 
agonist treatment: a cross-sectional survey in New South Wales, Australia - link 
 
Australian Prescriber 
- Editorial: Hypertension – a major modifiable and undertreated risk factor - link 
- Injectable drugs for weight management - link 
- Testing for human immunodeficiency virus - link 
- Medicinal mishap: Near-fatal reaction associated with cotrimoxazole, metformin and kidney 
impairment - link 
- Top 10 drugs 2024–25 - link 
- Australian clinical guideline for deprescribing in older people - link 
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https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/articles/top-10-drugs-2024%E2%80%9325.html
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/articles/Australian-clinical-guideline-for-deprescribing-in-older-people.html
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- New drug: Calcifediol high-strength formulation for vitamin D deficiency ; Fenfluramine for seizures 
associated with Dravet syndrome and Lennox–Gastaut syndrome 
- TGA Medicines Safety Update summary: Risk of overdose in infants when using prilocaine + 
lidocaine cream (EMLA and generics) ; New warning on hepatotoxicity risk for Veoza (fezolinetant) 
 
Biochemical Pharmacology 
- Coffee for the liver: a mechanistic approach - link 
 
British Journal of Clinical Pharmacology 
- Navigating therapeutic challenges: Voriconazole pharmacokinetics and CYP2C19 genetic 
polymorphism—A case report and literature review - link 
- Optimal Antithrombotics for Ischemic Stroke and Concurrent Atrial Fibrillation and Atherosclerosis: A 
Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Causality, severity and avoidability of adverse drug reactions in children: An 11-year review - link 
- Virtual healthcare compared to hospital care for acute and post-acute illness in adults: A systematic 
review and meta-analysis of randomized controlled trials - link 
- Association of regular paracetamol or ibuprofen usage with the risk of incident kidney stones - link 
-  Comparative effectiveness and safety of oral anticoagulants in patients with atrial fibrillation using 
antiarrhythmic drugs: An international cohort study - link 
- Fostering medication review competence of pharmacy students: An assessment by students and 
their preceptors after advanced-level practical internship - link 
- Population pharmacokinetics of levofloxacin in breastmilk in patients with rifampicin-resistant 
tuberculosis - link 
- Penicillin allergy de-labelling in the critical care unit: Simulations to design an intravenous drug 
provocation test that mirrors the plasma profile of an enteral challenge - link 
- CYP2C19 genotype testing for clopidogrel: A guideline developed by the UK Centre of Excellence 
for regulatory science and innovation in pharmacogenomics (CERSI-PGx) - link 
- Efficacy of an interprofessional medication review among acutely admitted older medical patients: A 
randomized controlled trial - link 
- Blood pressure effects of SGLT2 inhibitors and GLP-1 receptor agonists: Mechanisms, trial evidence 
and Real-world data - link 
- Spotlight commentary: Addressing the persistent problem of benzodiazepine overuse, time for 
clinical, educational and AI-driven reform - link 
- Prescribing variation across Europe: Insights into prescribing practices and educational needs - link 
- Reducing incorrect antibiotic dosing and enhancing prescriber adherence through a real-time, 
patient-specific clinical decision support system: A post-implementation evaluation - link 
 
British Journal of General Practice 
- Genitourinary syndrome of menopause - link 
- Developing the PATH-GP (Prevention and Testing for HIV in General Practice) intervention: a 
person-based approach intervention development study to increase HIV testing and PrEP access 
 
British Journal of Psychiatry 
- Pharmacological interventions to manage cardiometabolic outcomes in adults with severe mental 
illness: umbrella review - link 
 
British Medical Journal (BMJ) 
- Risk of infection and wound dehiscence after use of prophylactic antibiotics in episiotomy or second 
degree tear (REPAIR study): single centre, double blind, placebo controlled randomised trial - link 
- Rising deaths from methanol poisoning leads UK to add eight countries to warning list - link 
- Benefits and harms of ADHD interventions: umbrella review and platform for shared decision making 
- link 
- Assessment and management of albuminuria in adults - link 
- Overweight and obesity management: summary of updated NICE guidance - link 
- WHO warns measles resurgence could lead to a wave of other infectious disease - link 
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https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/the-british-journal-of-psychiatry/article/pharmacological-interventions-to-manage-cardiometabolic-outcomes-in-adults-with-severe-mental-illness-umbrella-review/F6D17A72BEBB92FC6573381BB89F2845
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- Analysis: Responding to public health challenges of medical advice from social media influencers - 
link 
- UK fast track drug approval system risks “outsourcing critical judgment” - link 
- BMJ investigation finds only 10% of eligible patients prescribed inclisiran in primary care - link 
 
Clinical and Experimental Allergy 
- Adrenaline Auto-Injector Prescribing in Primary Care in England: An Analysis of Non-Standard 
Dosing - link 
 
Cochrane  
- Calcium supplementation during pregnancy for preventing hypertensive disorders and related 
problems - link 
- Methylphenidate for children and adolescents with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) - 
link 
- Conservative kidney management versus dialysis for stage 5 chronic kidney disease in older people 
- link 
- Decongestants and antihistamines for acute otitis media in children - link 
- Interventions for treating urinary incontinence in older women: a network meta‐analysis - link 

- Long‐term hormone therapy for perimenopausal and postmenopausal women - link 

 
Diabetes, Obesity and Metabolism  
- Efficacy and safety of glucagon-like peptide 1 receptor agonists across all health outcomes in type 2 
diabetes: An umbrella review and evidence map of randomised controlled trials - link 
 
Drug and Therapeutics Bulletin 
- Elinzanetant for menopause - link 
- Prioritising prevention: can primary care systems cope? - link 
- Retracted studies in systematic reviews and meta-analyses - link 
 
European Heart Journal  
- Oral magnesium and outcomes in US veterans with heart failure - link 
- Cardiovascular disease in women: traditional and sex-specific risk factors - link 
 
European Journal of Hospital Pharmacy  
- A pharmacist-led intervention to promote the uptake of an infliximab biosimilar by patients and 
physicians in a university hospital rheumatology unit - link 
- Pharmaceutical consultation on patients receiving oral antineoplastic agents: a systematic review - 
link 
 
Gastroenterology 
- AGA Living Clinical Practice Guideline on the Pharmacologic Management of Moderate-to-Severe 
Crohn’s Disease - link 
 
Heart 
- Combinations of diuretics for acute heart failure: a systematic review with network meta-analysis and 
trial sequential analysis - link 
 
Internal Medicine Journal 
- Predictors of response to omalizumab for chronic spontaneous urticaria: a retrospective audit on a 
rural and regional patient cohort in Darwin, Australia - link 
- Incidence and outcomes of acute kidney injury in admitted inpatients: a retrospective observational 
study - link 
- Balancing costs and care: evaluating the need for novel therapies for immune-mediated 
inflammatory diseases in Australia - link 
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International Journal of Clinical Pharmacy 
- Adherence to biologics in patients with inflammatory bowel disease: a systematic review and meta-
analysis - link 
- Long-term safety, effectiveness, and cost of rapamycin- vs. everolimus-eluting stents in acute 
coronary syndrome: a real-world cohort study - link 
- Targeting pyroptosis in atherosclerosis: emerging pharmacologic strategies and natural compound-
based therapeutics—a narrative review - link 
 

JAMA 
- JAMA Patient Page: What Is Methamphetamine Use Disorder? - link ; What Is Ovarian Cancer? - 
link 
- Therapeutic Use of Cannabis and Cannabinoids: A Review 
- World Health Organization Guideline on the Use and Indications of Glucagon-Like Peptide-1 
Therapies for the Treatment of Obesity in Adults - link 
- Sacubitril/Valsartan vs Enalapril in Heart Failure Due to Chagas Disease: An Open-Label, 
Multicenter Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Precision Immunotherapy to Improve Sepsis Outcomes: The ImmunoSep Randomized Clinical Trial 
- link 
- Expectant Management vs Medication for Patent Ductus Arteriosus in Preterm Infants: The PDA 
Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
 
JAMA Internal Medicine 
- Oral Corticosteroid Use During Pregnancy and the Risk of Gestational Diabetes - link 
- Durability of 2024-2025 COVID-19 Vaccines against JN.1 subvariants - link 
- Using the PREVENT equations to guide aspirin use for primary prevention of cardiovascular disease 
- link 
- Magnesium Supplementation and Tachyarrhythmias: A Nonrandomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Evidence for Clinical Treatment Decisions Without Randomized Data - link 
 
JAMA Network Open 
- Levosimendan to Facilitate Weaning from ECMO in Patients with Severe Cardiogenic Shock: The 
LEVOECMO Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Clinical Insights: Higher-valent pneumococcal conjugate vaccines — perspective for 2026 - link 
- Continuous Glucose Monitoring in Insulin-Treated Older Adults With Diabetes and Alzheimer 
Disease and Related Dementias - link 
- National Alliance of Sickle Cell Centers Consensus Recommendations on Sickle Cell Disease 
Health Maintenance: A Consensus Statement - link 
 
JAMA Otolaryngology–Head & Neck Surgery 
- Glucagon-Like Peptide-1 Receptor Agonists and Chronic Cough - link 
 
Journal of General Internal Medicine 
- Effects of Glucagon-Like Peptide-1 Receptor Agonists After Treatment Withdrawal: A Systematic 
Review and Meta-Analysis - link 
 
Journal of Pharmacy Practice and Research (JPPR) 
- Advanced Pharmacy Australia Medication Safety Standards - link 
 
Lancet 
- Chronic kidney disease - link 
- Heart failure with reduced ejection fraction - link 
- Efficacy of once-daily, high-dose, oral insulin immunotherapy in children genetically at risk for type 1 
diabetes (POInT): a European, randomised, placebo-controlled, primary prevention trial - link 
 
Lancet Infectious Diseases 
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- Oral itraconazole versus oral voriconazole for treatment-naive patients with chronic pulmonary 
aspergillosis in India (VICTOR-CPA trial): a single-centre, open-label, randomised, controlled, 
superiority trial - link 
- Effectiveness of the maternal RSVpreF vaccine against severe disease in infants in Scotland, UK: a 
national, population-based case–control study and cohort analysis - link 
- Safety and immunogenicity of a live-attenuated chikungunya virus vaccine in adolescents: final 
results from a 12-month, double-blind, randomised, placebo-controlled, phase 3 trial in endemic areas 
of Brazil - link 
 
Molecular Diversity Preservation International (MDPI) – Pharmacy Journal 
- Drug Repurposing for Inclusion of COVID-19-Related Indication: Field Study of the European 
Medicines Agency’s Response to the Pandemic - link 
- Mining of Adverse Event Signals Associated with Fluticasone Furoate/Umeclidinium/Vilanterol Triple 
Therapy: A Post-Marketing Analysis Based on FAERS - link 
- Large Language Models for Drug-Related Adverse Events in Oncology Pharmacy: Detection, 
Grading, and Actioning - link 
- Advances in Drug and Vaccine Delivery for Low- and Middle-Income Healthcare Programs—The 
Case for Replacing Multi-Dose Vials with Prefilled Single-Dose Delivery Systems - link 
 

Medical Journal of Australia  
- Perspective: Differentiated and simplified oral HIV pre‐exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) models hold the 

key to virtually eliminating HIV transmission in Australia by 2030 - link 
- The risk of death after hospitalisation following intentional self‐poisoning: a retrospective 

observational study (PAVLOVA‐2) - link 
- Scoping review of variation in clinical guidelines for delivery of injectable long‐acting penicillin across 

Australia and Aotearoa New Zealand - link 
 
Nature Mental Health 
- The effect of sertraline on networks of mood and anxiety symptoms: secondary analysis of the 
PANDA randomized controlled trial - link 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
- Selective Decontamination of the Digestive Tract during Ventilation in the ICU - link 
- Trastuzumab Deruxtecan plus Pertuzumab for HER2-Positive Metastatic Breast Cancer - link 
- Medical Management and Revascularization for Asymptomatic Carotid Stenosis - link 
- Spironolactone-Induced Gynecomastia - link 
- Noninferiority of One HPV Vaccine Dose to Two Doses - link 
- Trial of Pegcetacoplan in C3 Glomerulopathy and Immune-Complex MPGN - link 
- Final Analysis of a Study of Etranacogene Dezaparvovec for Hemophilia B - link 
- Fixed-Duration versus Continuous Treatment for Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia - link 
- Ianalumab plus Eltrombopag in Immune Thrombocytopenia - link 
- Teclistamab plus Daratumumab in Relapsed or Refractory Multiple Myeloma - link 
- Ketamine or Etomidate for Tracheal Intubation of Critically Ill Adults - link 
 
Osteoporosis International 
- The effectiveness of bisphosphonates vs denosumab in people with dementia or frailty post hip 
fracture: a multi-database cohort study - link  
 
Pain Medicine 
- Efficacy and safety of pregabalin and duloxetine in painful diabetic neuropathy: a systematic review 
and meta-analysis - link 
 
Pediatrics (American Academy of Pediatrics) 
- Access to Pediatric-Friendly Formulations at the Time of Pediatric Labeling & After Marketing  - link 
- The Role and Safety of Aluminum Adjuvants in Childhood Vaccines - link 
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Pharmaceutical Journal 
- How will a single national formulary change medicines provision? - link 
- What would you like to know about menopause and HRT? - link 
- Managing patients with cardiorenal metabolic disease - link 
 
Pharmacotherapy 
- Therapeutic Modulation of IL-6/STAT-3 and Nitric Oxide by Fenofibrate in Patients With Ulcerative 
Colitis: A Randomized Controlled Pilot Study - link 
- Constructing a Personalized Treatment Rule for Initial Therapy in Early Parkinson's Disease - link 
- Terlipressin Administration Strategies in Hepatorenal Syndrome–Acute Kidney Injury: A Narrative 
Review of Continuous Infusion and Intermittent Bolus Approaches - link 
- Machine Learning Algorithms for Predicting Injurious Fall Risk Among Older Adults With Depression: 
A Prognostic Modeling Study - link 
 
Prescrire International 
- December 2025 includes 
-- Editorial: Stand strong together - link 
-- Marketing authorisations: Attenuated chikungunya vaccine (Ixchiq°); Iptacopan (Fabhalta°) in 
paroxysmal nocturnal haemoglobinuria 
-- Adverse effects: Pregnancy and "disease-modifying" drugs for multiple sclerosis: what are the 
consequences for the unborn child? 
-- Outlook: Weekly methotrexate: evaluation of risk minimisation measures commissioned by the 
European Medicines Agency 
 
Thorax 
- Blood eosinophil-guided systemic corticosteroid duration in adults hospitalised for asthma 
exacerbation: a randomised, controlled, open-label, non-inferiority trial - link 
 

CONSULTATIONS 

Agency for Clinical Innovation, NSW (ACI) 
- Consultation: Cardiogenic Shock Clinical Practice Guide, closes Monday 19 January 2026 - link 
 

WEBINARS & PODCASTS 

Australian Prescriber Podcasts 
- Episode 203 – Pharmacological management of attention deficit hyperactivity disorder in children 
and adolescents 
 
European Medicines Agency (EMA) 
- Podcast: Inside EMA - Episode 1 - The drugs don’t work: Addressing antimicrobial resistance 
 
MJA Podcasts 
- Episode 23: Diagnosis of Alzheimer's and treatment of dementia and how nutrition can help 
  
 

Fortnightly TAG Mail – resources list       27 November 2025 
NSW TAG Management Committee for 2025-2026 appointed. Many thanks to Russell Levy 
(Member, former Treasurer) and Steven David (Observer) for their contributions and warm 
welcome to Dr Eliza Milliken, HNE District DTC Chair. 
 
Open email discussions 
3. Has any DTC provided long term outpatient access to sodium oxybate through IPUs? 

Closes 28 November 2025 
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4. Has any DTC developed infrastructure to support streamlined IPUs (while awaiting CEC 

system? Closes 28 November 2025 

Recently completed email discussions 
- Lists of time critical medicines 

- Policies for DTC oversight of programmable infusion pumps.  

- Hospital/district criteria for use of andexanet alfa and relevant policy/protocols/guidance documents.  
- Obinutuzumab in refractory lupus nephritis 
Contact Sasha Bennett at sasha.bennett@svha.org.au for information about any email 
discussions, publications or upcoming meetings.  
 

Honours to NSW Leaders in Pharmacy Practice and NSW Winners of Awards at 
AdPha Medicines Management 2025: Hearty congratulations! 

 

 
 
 

EDITOR’S PICKS  

AJHP: Skills for building critical analysis for the new ambulatory care practitioner - link 
AJHP: Practice-enhancing publications about ambulatory care medication-use process in 2024 - link 
A&R: - Drugs induced Raynaud's phenomenon and underlying mechanism - link 
BJCP: Voriconazole pharmacokinetics and CYP2C19 genetic polymorphism- link  
BJP: Economic evaluation of different haematological monitoring schemes in treatment-resistant 
schizophrenia using clozapine - link 
BGS: Pragmatic prescribing to reduce harm for older people with moderate to severe frailty - link 
BMJ: Continued versus discontinued oral anticoagulant treatment for unprovoked VTE- link 
BMJ QS: -Effectiveness of computerised alerts to reduce drug–drug interactions (DDIs) and DDI-
related harm in hospitalised patients - link 
Circ: Sacubitril-Valsartan for the Prevention of Anthracycline Cardiotoxicity in Patients With Elevated 
Cardiac Troponin I Concentration During Chemotherapy - link 
CADTH: Quetiapine for Insomnia - link 
Cochrane: Colchicine for the secondary prevention of cardiovascular events - link 
EJHP: Evaluation of the timing of switch from IV to oral antibiotics in CAP during hospitalisation - link 
Gastro: Comparative Efficacy of Advanced Therapies for Moderate to-Severe Crohn’s Disease - link 
HIN, UK- Polypharmacy Programme: Getting the Balance Right - link 
IMJ: Tolerability of subcutaneous teicoplanin in an Australian tertiary hospital clinical setting - letter 
MDPI: MABs as a Breakthrough in Personalised Leukaemia Therapy: What Pharmacists and Doctors 
Should Know - link 
PJ: How will a single national formulary change medicines provision? - link 
P’therapy: Predicting Pharmacological Treatment Response in Migraine Using AI/ML- link 
P’therapy: Gabapentin as a Benzodiazepine-Sparing Medication During Acute Alcohol Withdrawal - 
link 
Scientific Reports: Predicting and understanding non-adherence in chronic disease - link 
 

OTHER NEWS 

Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- Strengthening sepsis data: A roadmap for the next five years - link 
- new GP Snapshot … on Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD) Pharmacological 
Management - link 
  

Rosemary Burke elevated to AdPha Distinguished Fellow - link 
Assoc. Prof. Jonathan Penm wins Australian Clinical Pharmacy Award- link 

Katelyn Jauregui: AdPha Early Career Pharmacist of the Year - link   

Mark Clifford: Best technician oral presentation - link   
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NSW Health 
- Guideline: Intravenous Unfractionated Heparin Infusion (GL2025_009) [21 November 2025] 
- Measles alert for Sydney [20 November 2025] , Sydney Airport, Sydney Oasis concert, Brisbane 
Jelly Roll concert and Sydney City [13 November 2025] 
 
TGA 
- Reaffirming the safety of Australia's vaccines - link 
- Product warnings updated for GLP-1 RA class - link 
- Strengthened warnings for fracture risk after discontinuation of denosumab (Prolia and biosimilars) 
- Stronger safety controls to be introduced for products containing vitamin B6 - link 
-- Improvements to managing medicine shortages and discontinuations - link 
- Information about major medicine shortages – link 
-- About the shortage of Bicillin L-A (benzathine benzylpenicillin tetrahydrate) prefilled syringe for 
injection - link 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – AUSTRALIA 

Agency for Clinical Innovation, NSW (ACI) 
The latest weekly Evidence Digest can be found here 
 
Australian Government Department of Health 
- Diagnosis and treatment for eligible disabilities – Fact sheet 
 
TGA 
- Notice of final decision to amend (or not amend) the current Poisons Standard in relation to 
pyridoxine, pyridoxal or pyridoxamine (vitamin B6) - link 
- Sunscreens using the same base formulation as Ultra Violette Lean Screen SPF 50+ sunscreen - 
link 
- Accessing medicinal cannabis for a patient - link 
- Database of section 19A approvals to import and supply medicines to address medicine shortages 
- AusPARs:  
-- Enrylaze (crisantaspase) approved as a component of a multi-agent chemotherapeutic regimen, for 
acute lymphoblastic leukemia and lymphoblastic lymphoma in adults and paediatric patients (≥1 
month) who have developed hypersensitivity or silent inactivation to E. coli-derived asparaginase 
-- Nexobrid (anacaulase-bcdb) approved for eschar removal in adults and paediatric patients with 
deep partial thickness and/or full thickness thermal burns 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – INTERNATIONAL  

British Geriatrics Society 
- Pragmatic prescribing to reduce harm for older people with moderate to severe frailty - link 
 
British National Formulary 
- BNF/BNFC newsletter: November 2025 
  
Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologies in Health 
- Quetiapine for Schizophrenia - link 
- Quetiapine for Insomnia - link 
 
electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- New products 
-- Afqlir (aflibercept) 40 mg/ml Solution for injection in pre-filled syringe - biosimilar to Eylea is licensed 
for neovascular (wet) age-related macular degeneration, macular oedema secondary to retinal vein 
occlusion, diabetic macular oedema and myopic choroidal neovascularisation 
-- Ekterly (sebetralstat) 300mg tablet - competitive, reversible inhibitor of kallikrein licensed for 
hereditary angioedema attacks in patients aged ≥12 years. 300mg dose should be administered at 
the earliest recognition of an attack, and an additional dose can be taken if needed 
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-- Estradot Conti (estradiol hemihydrate, norethisterone acetate) 30/95 and 40/130 transdermal 
patches - These two new products are licensed for use as hormone replacement therapy for 
oestrogen deficiency symptoms in postmenopausal women with a uterus, in whom it has been at least 
12 months since the last menstrual period. Experience treating women older than 65 years is limited 
-- Mynzepli (aflibercept) 40 mg/mL solution for injection in a vial - new presentation of the biosimilar to 
Eylea for neovascular (wet) age-related macular degeneration, macular oedema secondary to retinal 
vein occlusion, diabetic macular oedema and myopic choroidal neovascularisation 
-- Myrin (thalidomide) 100 mg coated tablet - in combination with melphalan and prednisone as 1st line 
treatment of patients with untreated multiple myeloma, aged ≥ 65 years or ineligible for high dose 
chemotherapy 
-- Ovixan (mometasone furoate) 1 mg/g cream for inflammatory & pruritic manifestations of psoriasis 
(excluding widespread plaque psoriasis) and atopic dermatitis in adults, elderly patients, and children 
-- Takhzyro (lanadelumab) 300 mg solution for injection in pre-filled pen for routine prevention of 
recurrent attacks of hereditary angioedema in patients aged 2 years and older  
-- Vgenfli (aflibercept) 40 mg/mL solution for injection in pre-filled syringe - biosimilar for neovascular 
(wet) age-related macular degeneration, and visual impairment due to: macular oedema secondary to 
retinal vein occlusion, diabetic macular oedema, and myopic choroidal neovascularisation 
-- Vevizye (ciclosporin) 1 mg/ml eye drops for moderate to severe dry eye disease 
(keratoconjunctivitis sicca) in adults, which has not improved despite treatment with tear substitutes. 
New indications or extensions 
-- Cystadrops (mercaptamine hydrochloride) eye drops - extension of indication to include treatment 
of children from 6 months of age, based on results from study CYT-C2-001 
-- Dupixent (dupilumab) - new indication chronic spontaneous urticaria in patients aged 12 years and 
older whose disease is not adequately controlled with H1 antihistamine treatment 
 
European Medicines Agency (EMA) 
- Company withdraws application for EU marketing authorisation of pridopidine for the treatment of 
Huntington’s disease - link 
- CHMP approval of new medicines in the EU (November 2025) - 6 new medicines (donidalorsen, 
imlunestrant, teplizumab, acellular pertussis vaccine, etuvetidigene autotemcel, L-acetylleucine, a 
radionuclide generator), two biosimilars, and a generic teduglutide 
- CHMP license extensions (November 2025) (selumetinib, tafasitamab, vonicog alfa, eravacycline) 
- First-in-class treatment to delay onset of type 1 diabetes - link 
- First gene therapy to treat rare disease Wiskott-Aldrich syndrome - link 
- Improved scientific advice for medicines for public health threats including antimicrobial resistance - 
link 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- New Drug approvals 
-- daratumumab and hyaluronidase-fihj for newly diagnosed light chain amyloidosis 
-- durvalumab for resectable gastric or gastroesophageal junction adenocarcinoma 
-- Epcoritamab - first bispecific CD20-directed CD3 T-cell engager indicated for combination use in 
relapsed or refractory follicular lymphoma 
-- Itvisma (onasemnogene abeparvovec-brve) for treatment of Spinal Muscular Atrophy 
-- pembrolizumab with enfortumab vedotin-ejfv for muscle invasive bladder cancer 
-- plozasiran (Redemplo) to reduce triglycerides in adults with familial chylomicronemia syndrome 
-- Poherdy (pertuzumab-dpzb), new interchangeable biosimilar to Perjeta 
-- selumetinib for adults with neurofibromatosis type 1 with symptomatic, inoperable plexiform 
neurofibromas 
-- sevabertinib (Hyrnuo) for non-squamous non-small cell lung cancer – PI-label 
-- sibeprenlimab-szsi (Voyxact) to reduce proteinuria in primary immunoglobulin A nephropathy in 
adults at risk for disease progression 
-- tarlatamab-dlle for extensive stage small cell lung cancer 
-- ziftomenib (Komzifti) for relapsed or refractory acute myeloid leukemia with a NPM1 mutation 
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Global Initiative for Chronic Obstructive Lung Disease 
- Global Strategy for Prevention, Diagnosis and Management of COPD: Draft 2026 report - link 
 
Health Foundation UK 
- AI in health care – staying ahead of the issues - link 
- GLP-1 receptor agonists: a wake-up call for the food system, not a silver bullet for obesity - link 
 
Health Innovation Network, UK 
- Polypharmacy Programme: Getting the Balance Right - link 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) 
- Orphan registered medicinal products - link 
- Marketing authorisations granted in 2025 - updated 
 
Monthly Index of Medical Specialities (MIMS) UK 
- First sublingual (SL) apomorphine product launched in UK for treatment of Parkinson’s disease (PD) 
 
NHS England 
- National dose banding table – talquetamab 2mg/mL – link ; talquetamab 40mg/mL - link 
- Enhanced therapeutic observations and care: embedding therapeutic practice - link 
 
NHS Scotland 
- Accepted for use: 
-- Isatuximab (Sarclisa®) for multiple myeloma 
-- Ribociclib (Kisqali®) for HR positive, HER2 negative early breast cancer in combination with an 
aromatase inhibitor 
- Not recommended: 
-- Elacestrant (Korserdu®) in estrogen receptor positive, HER2-negative, locally advanced or 
metastatic breast cancer with an activating ESR1 mutation 
-- Tarlatamab (Imdylltra®) for extensive-stage small cell lung cancer with disease progression 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) UK  
- Darolutamide with androgen deprivation therapy for treating hormone-sensitive metastatic prostate 
cancer (TA1109) 
- Abiraterone (originator and generics) for treating newly diagnosed high-risk hormone‐sensitive 

metastatic prostate cancer (TA1110) 
- Suspected sepsis in people aged 16 or over: recognition, assessment and early management – 
guidance (NG253) 
- Suspected sepsis in under 16s: recognition, diagnosis and early management (NG254) 
- Suspected sepsis in pregnant or recently pregnant people: recognition, diagnosis and early 
management (NG255) 
- Suspected sepsis in over 16s (QS 213) 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- Ex-Vivo Non-GMO Gene Therapy Medicinal Products – Pharmacy Institutional Readiness Guidance 
- link 
- In-Vivo Non-GMO Gene Therapy Medicinal Products – Pharmacy Institutional Readiness Guidance - 
link 
- Updated SPS PGD template: 
-- Ceftriaxone intramuscular injection for Neisseria gonorrhoeae - link 
-- Combined oral hormonal contraceptive (COC) in reproductive health - link 
-- Folic acid 5mg tablets for use during pregnancy - link 
-- Ulipristal acetate 30mg tablets for emergency contraception - link 
-- Deriving and assessing stability data for medicines - link 
-- The licence and supporting evidence for denosumab 60mg biosimilars - link 
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The King’s Fund (UK) 
- How to tackle obesity: why industry must step up - link 
 
UK Health Security Agency 
- UKHSA national surveillance data show total number of antibiotic-resistant infections in 2024 
equates to average of nearly 400 newly reported cases per week - link 
- Andi Biotic dances back to save antibiotics - mascot returns for World AMR Awareness Week - link 
 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
- The next pandemic is already here: Antimicrobial resistance is upending a century of achievements 
in global health - link 
- More countries report rising levels of drug-resistant gonorrhoea, warns WHO - link 
- WHO launches global guidelines on diabetes during pregnancy on World Diabetes Day - link 
 

MEDICATION SAFETY 

electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- Revised SPCs 
-- Bunov (buprenorphine) – MHRA guidance included that prolonged release opioids, such as 
buprenorphine patches, should not be used in acute post-operative pain, owing to the increased risk 
of persistent post-operative opioid use and opioid-induced ventilatory impairment 
-- Carvykti (ciltacabtagene autoleucel) - reactivation of John Cunningham virus, leading to PML, 
reported in patients who have also received prior treatment with other immunosuppressive 
medications. Cases with fatal outcome reported 
-- Concerta (methylphenidate) products - reports of increased intraocular pressure and glaucoma 
(both open angle and angle closure). OCD (including trichotillomania and dermatillomania) also added 
as a rare ADR. 
-- Depo-Medrone (methylprednisolone acetate) - panniculitis added as ADR affecting the skin and 
subcutaneous tissue with unknown frequency. This may occur following dose reduction or 
discontinuation of methylprednisolone and has been more frequently reported in children 
-- Doravirine products, Ovixan cream - risk of severe cutaneous adverse reactions, including Steven-
Johnson syndrome /toxic epidermal necrolysis, identified during postmarketing use. Patients should 
be advised on signs and symptoms, and treatment should be stopped if these appear 
-- Eltam (levetiracetam) - rare multiorgan hypersensitivity reactions (Drug Reaction with Eosinophilia 
and Systemic Symptoms [DRESS]) added as ADR. They present with fever, rash, facial oedema, 
lymphadenopathies and blood abnormalities and occur 2-8 weeks post initiation. Discontinue if 
DRESS suspected 
-- Fragmin (dalteparin sodium) products - andexanet alfa, a recombinant modified human coagulation 
factor Xa used for reversal of anticoagulation with apixaban or rivaroxaban, has been shown to bind 
to heparin-bound anti-thrombin III (ATIII) and may reduce the anticoagulant effect of dalteparin 
-- Imbruvica (ibrutinib) - uveitis added as an ADR (uncommon) 
-- Keral (dexketoprofen trometamol) - Kounis syndrome added as ADR of unknown frequency. Kounis 
syndrome is defined as cardiovascular symptoms secondary to an allergic or hypersensitive reaction 
associated with constriction of coronary arteries and potentially leading to myocardial infarction 
-- Lamictal (lamotrigine) – use with other oestrogen-containing products such as HRT has not been 
studied, but it may similarly affect lamotrigine pharmacokinetics, therefore, close monitoring required 
to ensure effectiveness of lamotrigine 
-- Leqembi (lecanemab) - new IV maintenance dosing after 18 months, as 10 mg/kg fortnightly, or 10 
mg/kg monthly, for the treatment of mild cognitive impairment & mild dementia due to Alzheimer's 
disease, in patients that are apolipoprotein E ε4 heterozygotes or non-carriers 
-- Mounjaro (tirzepatide) pre-filled pens - pancreatitis added as fatal outcome. Patients should seek 
immediate medical attention if persistent & severe abdominal pain arise. Discontinue if pancreatitis is 
suspected, and do not reinitiate if pancreatitis diagnosis is confirmed 
-- Oxlumo (lumasiran sodium) - abdominal pain is frequently reported ADR (frequency of 16%) 
-- Poteligeo (mogamulizumab) - granuloma added as an ADR of unknown frequency 
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-- Priorix Tetra (Measles virus live attenuated, Mumps virus live attenuated, Rubella virus live 
attenuated, Varicella-Zoster virus live attenuated [Oka strain]) - encephalitis (seen during post-
marketing use of live vaccines) added as ADR. In few cases, outcomes were fatal, especially in 
immunocompromised patients. Prompt medical attention should be sought if reduced consciousness, 
convulsions or ataxia with fever and headache occur 
-- ProQuad (MMR vaccine, live) – encephalitis reported during post-marketing use of live attenuated 
measles, mumps, rubella and varicella vaccines, especially in immunocompromised patients 
-- Qarziba (dinutuximab beta) - cases of atypical haemolytic uraemic syndrome (aHUS) reported, 
including some fatalities. Patients should be monitored for signs and symptoms of aHUS, and if 
diagnosed, treatment should be discontinued permanently 
-- Qdenga (dengue tetravalent vaccine [live, attenuated] - eye pain added as ADR of unknown 
frequency. Clarification that '4 weeks prior to vaccination' period does apply for high doses of systemic 
corticosteroids, but not any other medicinal products with known immunosuppressive properties 
including chemotherapy 
-- Rezolsta (cobicistat, darunavir ethanolate) – for patients aged ≥6 years, weighing ≥25kg 
-- Rifater (isoniazid, rifampicin, pyrazinamide) - concurrent treatment with cabotegravir, fostemsavir 
and lenacapavir contra-indicated, as rifampicin 600mg daily reduced exposure by 59%, 82% and 
84%, respectively 
-- Steglatro (ertugliflozin L-pyroglutamic acid) - urinary tract infections included as one of the most 
commonly reported adverse reactions seen across the clinical trial program 
-- Tecvayli (teclistamab) - details of fatal neurologic toxicities added as well as a warning that it 
contains polysorbate, which may cause hypersensitivity reactions 
-- Tegretol (carbamazepine) 100 mg/5ml Liquid – no longer recommended for children below 4 weeks 
of age because of the potential adverse effects/toxicity from the excipient propylene glycol (25mg per 
mL). A Dear Healthcare Professional Communication regarding this will be distributed soon 
-- Trumenba meningococcal group B vaccine (recombinant, adsorbed) - additional immunogenicity 
data on immunocompromised individuals included, including individuals receiving 
immunosuppressant therapy, who may have a diminished immune response to Trumenba 
-- Varilrix (varicella-zoster virus) – encephalitis (seen during post-marketing use of live vaccines) 
added as ADR. In few cases, outcomes were fatal, especially in immunocompromised patients. 
Prompt medical attention should be sought if reduced consciousness, convulsions or ataxia with fever 
and headache occur 
-- Xaggitin (methylphenidate) XL prolonged-release - increased intraocular pressure (IOP) and 
glaucoma added as ADRs of unknown frequency. It also includes obsessive-compulsive disorder 
(including trichotillomania and dermatillomania) as a rare adverse effect 
-- Zirabev (bevacizumab) - hyaline occlusive glomerular microangiopathy as new ADR (frequency not 
known) based on PRAC recommendations in the PSUR assessment report published on 17 Sep 2025 
-- Zovirax (acyclovir) - severe cutaneous adverse reactions (SCARs), including TEN, SJS, DRESS, 
AGEP and EM. Treatment should be discontinued if signs and symptoms of SCARs appear and no 
retreatment with aciclovir or valaciclovir if SCARs diagnosis confirmed 
- Risk minimisation materials 
-- Extraneal (icodextrin 7.5%) Solution for peritoneal dialysis: A letter sent in 2024 advising of the 
possibility of incorrect blood glucose results when using particular blood glucose monitors and test 
strips has now been added to the risk minimisation materials for this product 
-- Increlex (mecasermin) materials include a dosing guide, a leaflet for parents, caregivers or patients 
about hypoglycaemia and what to do if it occurs, patient educational information about severe primary 
IGF-1 deficiency and how this treatment can help, and a physicians information document 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- New safety warning and revised indication that limits use of Elevidys (delandistrogene 
moxeparvovec-rokl) following reports of fatal liver injury - link 
- Approves Reformulated Ranitidine Following Comprehensive Safety Review - link 
- Requests Labeling Changes Related to Safety Information to Clarify the Benefit/Risk Considerations 
for Menopausal Hormone Therapies - link 
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Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) UK 
- MHRA reaffirms safety of childhood vaccination - link 
 
NHS England 
- Harm from incorrect recording of a penicillin allergy as a penicillamine allergy - link 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- Medication Safety Update: October 2025 
- Ensuring the safe use of amphotericin B injection - link 
 
TGA 
- Product Information safety updates - November 2025 
-- adapalene, benzoyl peroxide (Epiduo Forte) - Dose/method of administration: recommendation for 
discontinuing or restarting therapy if severe local inflammatory response develops ; Special 
warnings/precautions for use: Use not recommended in severe nodular or deep nodulocystic acne. 
Contains polysorbate 80 
-- atovaquone, proguanil hydrochloride (Malarone, Malarone Junior) Tablets - Special 
warnings/precautions: severe cutaneous adverse reactions (SCARs) ; ADRs: Drug reaction with 
eosinophilia and system symptoms (DRESS) Erythema multiforme 
-- azacitidine (Onureg) - ADRs: Sepsis, Neutropenic sepsis 
-- buprenorphine (Buvidal Monthly, Buvidal Weekly, Norspan, Bupredermal), fentanyl (Durogesic), 
fentanyl citrate (Actiq, DBL Fentanyl), methadone hydrochloride (Biodone Forte), oxycodone 
(Prodalone), oxycodone hydrochloride (Oxycontin, Oxynorm Capsules/Liquid), Oxynorm Injection), 
oxycodone hydrochloride/naloxone hydrochloride (Targin, MPL-Oxycodone/Naloxone, ARX-
Oxycodone/Naloxone), tapentadol (as hydrochloride) (Palexia IR) - SOME OR ALL OF THE 
FOLLOWING - Special warnings/precautions: 
--- ‘Sleep-related breathing disorders'. Opioids can cause sleep-related breathing disorders including 
central sleep apnoea (CSA) and sleep-related hypoxemia. Opioid use increases the risk of CSA in a 
dose-dependent fashion. In patients who present with CSA, consider decreasing the total opioid 
dosage, 
--- 'Hepatobiliary Disorders'. Opioids may cause dysfunction and spasm of the sphincter of Oddi, thus 
raising intrabiliary pressure and increasing the risk of biliary tract symptoms and pancreatitis. 
Therefore, buprenorphine has to be administered with caution in patients with pancreatitis and 
diseases of the biliary tract, 
--- 'Gastrointestinal toxicity'. Reports of significant oesophageal dysfunction have been observed via 
high-resolution manometry in patients taking opioid medicines on a long-term basis. Discontinuation 
or weaning of opioids should be considered in patients presenting with oesophageal complaints 
including but not limited to dysphagia, regurgitation, or non-cardiac chest pain, 
--- ‘Adrenal Insufficiency’. Adrenal insufficiency has been reported with opioid use, more often 
following long-term use. Symptoms may include nausea, vomiting, anorexia, fatigue, weakness, 
dizziness, or low blood pressure. If adrenal insufficiency is suspected, appropriate laboratory testing is 
recommended and discontinuation of treatment with buprenorphine should be considered, 
--- 'Endocrine Effects'. Opioids may influence the hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal or –gonadal axes. 
Hormonal disturbances that have been observed include an increase in serum prolactin and 
decreases in plasma cortisol and testosterone. Clinical symptoms may manifest from these hormonal 
changes. Hormonal changes, including androgen deficiency, may present with low libido, impotence, 
erectile dysfunction, amenorrhea, or infertility 
--- 'Neonatal withdrawal syndrome'. Chronic use by the mother at the end of pregnancy may result in 
a withdrawal syndrome (e.g. hypertonia, neonatal tremor, neonatal agitation, myoclonus, convulsions, 
apnoea or bradycardia) in the neonate. During labour, narcotic analgesics may cause respiratory 
depression in the newborn infant. In many reported cases the withdrawal was serious and required 
treatment. The syndrome is generally delayed for several hours to several days after birth. Due to the 
long half-life of buprenorphine, neonatal monitoring for several days should be considered to prevent 
the risk of respiratory depression or withdrawal syndrome in neonates; 
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- Adverse effects: central sleep apnoea syndrome with a frequency of not known, pancreatitis with a 
frequency of not known, sphincter of Oddi dysfunction with a frequency of not known, adrenal 
insufficiency and androgen deficiency with a frequency of not known 
- Overdose: toxic leukoencephalopathy has been observed with opioid overdose 
-- clindamycin phosphate (Dalacin T, Dalacin V) - Fertility, pregnancy & lactation: Update to remove 
reference to “oral or intravenous” clindamycin 
-- clobazam (Frisium), diazepam (Valium) - Fertility, pregnancy & lactation: Possibility of miscarriage, 
Warning for use in first trimester 
-- dabrafenib mesilate (Tafinlar) - ADRs: tattoo-associated skin reaction 
-- denosumab (Prolia) - Dose/method of administration: 'Dosage (dose and interval)'. If Prolia 
treatment is discontinued, consideration should be given to transitioning to an alternative 
antiresorptive therapy ; Special warnings/precautions: 'Osteonecrosis of the jaw'. In patients who 
develop ONJ during treatment with Prolia, a temporary interruption of Prolia treatment should be 
considered based on individual risk/benefit assessment until the condition resolves, 'Multiple vertebral 
fractures (MVF) following discontinuation of Prolia treatment'. MVF may occur following 
discontinuation of treatment with Prolia, particularly in patients with a history of vertebral fracture. New 
vertebral fractures occurred as early as 7 months after the last dose of PROLIA. Patients being 
treated with Prolia, should be advised not to interrupt Prolia therapy without prior consultation with 
their treating physician. The individual benefit/risk should be evaluated before discontinuing treatment 
with Prolia. If Prolia treatment is discontinued, consideration should be given to transitioning to an 
alternative antiresorptive therapy 
-- desmopressin (Nocdurna) - ADRs: anaphylactic reaction with a frequency of not known 
-- digoxin (Lanoxin, Lanoxin Adults, Lanoxin Infants, Lanoxin Paediatric Elixir, Lanoxin PG) - Special 
warnings/precautions: falsely elevated serum levels in patients receiving enzalutamide ; Interactions: 
with enzalutamide 
-- dulaglutide (Trulicity) - Special warnings/precautions: 'Psychiatric disorders'. Suicidal behaviour and 
ideation have been reported with GLP-1 receptor agonists. Monitor patients for the emergence or 
worsening of depression, suicidal thoughts or behaviours, and/or any unusual changes in mood or 
behaviour. Consider the benefits and risks for individual patients prior to initiating or continuing 
therapy in patients with suicidal thoughts or behaviours or have a history of suicidal attempts 
-- enfortumab vedotin (Padcev) - ADRS PADCEV as monotherapy and in combination with 
pembrolizumab: skin hyperpigmentation, skin discoloration, pigmentation disorder with a frequency of 
not known 
-- erlotinib (Erlotinib), erlotinib (as hydrochloride) (Erlotinib ARX, Erlotinib Cipla) - Special 
warnings/precautions: ‘Hepatotoxicity'. Serious cases of drug induced liver injury (DILI) including 
hepatitis, acute hepatitis and hepatic failure and hepatorenal syndrome (including fatalities) reported 
during use of erlotinib. Risk factors may include pre-existing liver disease or concomitant hepatotoxic 
medications. Periodic liver function testing is recommended during treatment with erlotinib. The 
frequency of monitoring of liver function should be increased in patients with pre-existing hepatic 
impairment or biliary obstruction. Prompt clinical evaluation and measurement of liver function tests 
should be performed in patients who report symptoms that may indicate liver injury. Erlotinib 
treatment should be interrupted or discontinued if changes in liver function are severe. Erlotinib is not 
recommended for use in patients with severe hepatic dysfunction ; ADRS: Hepatitis with a frequency 
of rare, Acute hepatitis with a frequency of unknown, Pneumatosis intestinalis with a frequency of rare 
-- inavolisib (Itovebi) - Fertility, pregnancy & lactation: breast-feeding restriction for 1 week after 
completing treatment ; ADRs: Increased frequency of ketoacidosis from ‘rare’ to ‘uncommon’ 
-- lazertinib (Lazcluze) - Dose/method of administration: hepatotoxicity as adverse reaction with dose 
modification. Hepatotoxicity (Grade 3-4): Withhold LAZCLUZE and amivantamab. Upon recovery to ≤ 
Grade 1, resume both medicinal products at the same dose or consider dose reduction, preferentially 
reducing the dose of amivantamab first.4.8 - Adverse effects (undesirable effects)Added 
hepatotoxicity as adverse reaction in Table 3.Added description of hepatotoxicity. Hepatotoxicity-
related reactions occurred in 47% of patients treated with lazertinib in combination with amivantamab. 
Most events were Grade 1-2, with Grade 3-4 hepatotoxicity occurring in 9% of patients. Most events 
were related to elevations of serum transaminases (36% alanine elevations of transaminases were 
able to continue study treatment without modification of study treatment while a small number were 
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managed with a dose interruption or with a dose reduction. There were no cases of liver failure or 
fatal cases of hepatotoxicity in clinical studies 
-- leflunomide (Arava) - Special warnings/precautions: DRESS complicated by HLH, including 
MAS.HLH/MAS ; ADRs: pulmonary nodule 
-- liraglutide (Saxenda) - Special warnings/precautions: 'Suicidal behaviour and ideation'. Suicidal 
behaviour and ideation have been reported with GLP-1 receptor agonist 
-- mesalazine (Pentasa) - Special warnings/precautions: 'Idiopathic intracranial hypertension 
(pseudotumor cerebri) reported in patients receiving mesalazine. Patients should be warned for signs 
and symptoms of idiopathic intracranial hypertension, including severe or recurrent headache, visual 
disturbances or tinnitus. If idiopathic intracranial hypertension occurs, discontinuation of mesalazine 
should be considered', 'Use in renal impairment'. Mesalazine treatment should be discontinued 
immediately if renal function deteriorates ; ADRs: idiopathic intracranial hypertension with a frequency 
of not known 
-- mycobacterium bovis (bacillus calmette and guerin (bcg) strain) (Oncotice Bcg) - ADRs: 
haemophagocytic lymphohistiocytosis 
-- mycophenolate mofetil (Cellcept) - Contraindications: anaphylaxis ; Special warnings/precautions: 
Hypersensitivity, Anaphylaxis ; Fertility, pregnancy & lactation: excretion in human breast milk ; ADRs 
: Hypersensitivity,  Anaphylaxis ; Overdose: Updated to report a fatal case of overdose 
-- olanzapine (Zyprexa), Zyprexa (Zydis), olanzapine pamoate monohydrate (Zyprexa) - ADRS - 
General disorders & administration site conditions: Hypothermia, Hyperthermia 
-- omeprazole (as magnesium) (Losec), Omepral - Special warnings/precautions: ‘Severe cutaneous 
adverse reactions (SCARs)'. SCARs such as erythema multiforme (EM), Stevens Johnson syndrome 
(SJS), toxic epidermal necrolysis (TEN), drug reaction with eosinophilia and systemic symptoms 
(DRESS) which can be life-threatening or fatal, reported very rarely in association with omeprazole 
treatment. Patients should be advised of the signs and symptoms of the severe skin reaction 
EM/SJS/TEN/DRESS and should seek medical advice from their prescriber immediately when 
observing any indicative signs or symptoms. Omeprazole should be discontinued immediately upon 
signs and symptoms of severe skin reactions and additional medical care/close monitoring should be 
provided as needed. Rechallenge should not be undertaken in patients with EM/SJS/TEN/DRESS 
-- pravastatin sodium (APX-Pravastatin), Pravachol - Contraindications; rhabdomyolysis with renal 
dysfunction secondary to myoglobinuria 
-- selpercatinib (Retevmo) - Special warnings/precautions: ‘Hypothyroidism'. Treat with thyroid 
hormone replacement as clinically indicated, however patients could have an insufficient response to 
substitution with levothyroxine (T4) as selpercatinib may inhibit the conversion of levothyroxine to 
triiodothyronine (T3) and supplementation with liothyronine may be needed 
-- semaglutide (Ozempic, Wegovy) - Special warnings/precautions: 'Psychiatric disorders'. Suicidal 
behaviour and ideation have been reported with GLP-1 receptor agonists. Monitor patients for the 
emergence or worsening of depression, suicidal thoughts or behaviours, and/or any unusual changes 
in mood or behaviour. Consider the benefits and risks for individual patients prior to initiating or 
continuing therapy in patients with suicidal thoughts or behaviours or have a history of suicidal 
attempts; ADRs: dysaesthesia 
-- testosterone (Testogel) - Dose/method of administration: Updated information relating to skin-to-
skin transfer ; Special warnings/precautions: Update to statement on patients suffering severe 
cardiac, hepatic or renal insufficiency or ischaemic heart disease, Update to statement regarding 
antidiabetic medication, Added spermatogenesis,  gynecomastia, Update to Excipient with known 
effect section (ethanol), Update to potential testosterone transfer, Added ethanol and risk in neonates 
; Interactions: with sunscreens ; ADRs/post-marketing adverse events: Hot flushes/flushing, Pruritis, 
Hirsutism, PSA increased, Nausea, Hypertension, Parathesia, generalised Headache, Anxiety, 
Decreased libido, Emotional lability, Gynaecomastia, Prostate abnormalities, Prostatomegaly, 
Prostatic disorders, Spermatogenesis, Semen disorders, Testicular atrophy 
-- ticagrelor (Brilinta, Brilinta ODT, ARX-Ticagrelor) - Interactions: Update to interaction between 
ticagrelor and rosuvastatin 
-- trametinib dimethyl sulfoxide (Mekinist) - ADRs: tattoo associated skin reaction 
-- voriconazole (Vfend) - Contraindications: Eplerenone, Voclosporin ; Interactions: Eplerenone, 
Voclosporin  
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PAPERS OF INTEREST 

American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy (AJHP)  
- Learning to see in the gray: Skills for building critical analysis for the new ambulatory care 
practitioner - link 
- Bridging the continuity: Practice-enhancing publications about the ambulatory care medication-use 
process in 2024 - link 
- Capivasertib-induced diabetic ketoacidosis in a patient with stage IV breast cancer: A case report - 
link 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
- Comparative Effectiveness and Harm of Seasonal Influenza Vaccines in Adults Who Are Not 
Pregnant or Immunocompromised: A Rapid Review for the American College of Physicians - link 
- Effect of Nonmedical Cannabis Legalization and Exposure to Retail Stores on Cannabis Harms: A 
Quasi-experimental Study - link 
 
Arthritis & Rheumatology 
- Tofacitinib for the Treatment of Juvenile Idiopathic Arthritis: Patient-Reported Outcomes in a Phase 
III, Randomized, Double-Blind, Placebo-Controlled Withdrawal Trial - link 
- The relation of colchicine to total joint arthroplasty among people with gout in a population-based 
cohort study - link 
- Drugs induced Raynaud's phenomenon and underlying mechanism: a disproportionality analysis 
from the WHO pharmacovigilance database - link 
- Are Glucocorticoids Associated with Worse Survival among Rheumatoid Arthritis Patients with Lung 
Cancer Treated with Immune Checkpoint Inhibitors? - link 
 
British Journal of Clinical Pharmacology 
- Navigating therapeutic challenges: Voriconazole pharmacokinetics and CYP2C19 genetic 
polymorphism—A case report and literature review - link 
- Optimal Antithrombotics for Ischemic Stroke and Concurrent Atrial Fibrillation and Atherosclerosis: A 
Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Risk of major congenital anomalies and beta-blockers: A comparative study from the EFEMERIS 
database – link 
- Intranasal bumetanide in heart failure: Innovation ahead of evidence - link 
- Pentoxifylline dose finding trial in preterm neonates with suspected late onset sepsis (PTX-trial) - link 
- Malaria in pregnancy: Modern approaches - Spotlight commentary 
 
British Journal of General Practice 
- First trimester antidepressant use and miscarriage: a population-based cohort study using Clinical 
Practice Research Datalink GOLD - link 
- Revealing the hidden harms in end-of-life care: a mixed-methods characterisation of reported safety 
incidents involving injectable symptom control medication - link 
 
British Journal of Psychiatry 
- Economic evaluation of different haematological monitoring schemes for patients with treatment-
resistant schizophrenia using clozapine - link 
- Epilepsy and mental health disorders: current challenges and potential solutions - link 
- Prenatal exposure to benzodiazepines, Z-drugs and long-term risk of neurodevelopmental disorders 
in offspring: nationwide cohort study - link 
 
British Medical Journal (BMJ) 
- Risk of infection and wound dehiscence after use of prophylactic antibiotics in episiotomy or second 
degree tear (REPAIR study): single centre, double blind, placebo controlled randomised trial - link 
- Rising deaths from methanol poisoning leads UK to add eight countries to warning list - link 
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- Continued versus discontinued oral anticoagulant treatment for unprovoked venous 
thromboembolism: target trial emulation - link 
- Diagnosis and management of metabolic dysfunction associated steatotic liver disease - link 
- Interpreting abnormal liver blood test results - link 
- Advances in the management of gastric cancer - link 
- Agreement of treatment effects in decentralised trials versus traditional trials: meta-epidemiological 
study - link 
- Weight loss drugs: What do we know about the effects of Ozempic on children? - link 
- Targeted therapy in advanced BRAF-mutated colorectal cancer: systematic review and network 
meta-analysis - link 
- Efficacy, Immunogenicity, and Safety of Modified mRNA Influenza Vaccine - link 
- UKHSA CMO warns rising number of private antibiotic prescriptions impeding progress in tackling 
antimicrobial resistance - link 
- Editorial: Paracetamol (acetaminophen) use in pregnancy and risk of autism and ADHD – link 
- Puberty blockers: Two UK trials to determine whether drugs benefit trans adolescents will go ahead 
- link 
 
BMJ Quality and Safety 
- Effectiveness of computerised alerts to reduce drug–drug interactions (DDIs) and DDI-related harm 
in hospitalised patients: a quasi-experimental controlled pre–post study - link 
- Mandatory specialist approval requirements reduce valproate prescribing: population-based 
evaluation of a National Patient Safety Alert - link 
 
Circulation  
- Sacubitril-Valsartan for the Prevention of Anthracycline Cardiotoxicity in Patients With Elevated 
Cardiac Troponin I Concentration During Chemotherapy: A Double-Blind Randomized Placebo-
Controlled Clinical Trial: The SARAH Trial - link 
- Coronary Artery Revascularization in the Older Adult Population: A Scientific Statement from the 
American Heart Association - link 
- Biomarker-Based ABC-AF Risk Scores for Personalized Treatment to Reduce Stroke or Death in 
Atrial Fibrillation: A Registry-Based, Multicenter, Randomized, Controlled Study - link 
 
Cochrane  
- Electronic cigarettes for smoking cessation - link 
- Interventions for quitting vaping - link 
- Human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination for the prevention of cervical cancer and other HPV‐
related diseases: a network meta‐analysis - link 

- Effects of human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination programmes on community rates of HPV‐related 

disease and harms from vaccination - link 
- Antibiotics for the common cold and acute purulent rhinitis - link 
- Cyproterone acetate for hirsutism - link 
- Dipeptidyl peptidase 4 (DPP‐4) inhibitors for people with chronic kidney disease and diabetes - link 

- Topical immunosuppressants for blepharitis in adults - link 
- Colchicine for the secondary prevention of cardiovascular events - link 
- Thiazolidinediones for people with chronic kidney disease and diabetes - link 
- Indications and timings for caffeine initiation in preterm infants - link 
 
Drug and Therapeutics Bulletin 
- Republished case report: Ciprofloxacin-induced drug fever - link 
- Republished case report: GLP-1 agonists-induced autoimmune pancreatitis - link 
- Republished case report: Progestin-induced liver injury in an asymptomatic patient - link 
 
European Heart Journal  
- 2025 European Society of Cardiology Guidelines for the management of cardiovascular disease and 
pregnancy - link 
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https://www.bmj.com/content/391/bmj.r2387
https://www.bmj.com/content/391/bmj-2025-086026
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2416779
https://www.bmj.com/content/391/bmj.r2451
https://www.bmj.com/content/391/bmj.r2438
https://www.bmj.com/content/391/bmj.r2478
https://qualitysafety.bmj.com/content/34/12/788
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https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD010216.pub10/full?cookiesEnabled
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https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD015906.pub2/full
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD013550.pub2/full
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD014808.pub2/full
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD015907.pub2/full
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https://dtb.bmj.com/content/early/2025/11/16/dtb.2025.266982rep
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- Temporal trends in the use of oral anticoagulants and clinical outcomes in older, elderly, and very 
elderly patients with atrial fibrillation: a Danish nationwide study - link 
 
European Journal of Hospital Pharmacy  
- Evaluation of the timing of switch from intravenous to oral antibiotic therapy in community-acquired 
pneumonia during hospital admission: cohort study - link 
- Stability assessment of preservative-free losartan potassium eye drops compounded for ophthalmic 
use - link 
 
Gastroenterology 
- Comparative Efficacy of Advanced Therapies for Management of Moderate-to-Severe Crohn’s 
Disease: 2025 AGA Evidence Synthesis - link 
 
Internal Medicine Journal 
- Tolerability of subcutaneous teicoplanin administration in an Australian tertiary hospital clinical 
setting - letter 
 
International Journal of Clinical Pharmacy 
- Identification of factors associated with non-adherence to oral endocrine therapy in breast cancer 
patients of low socioeconomic status: a single centre retrospective study - link 
- Bibliometric analysis of anti-angiogenic therapy in gastric cancer: research hotspots, trends, and 
emerging frontiers - link 
- Toward standardized outcome reporting in pneumonia: an overview of systematic reviews of 
antimicrobial therapy - link 
- Genetic variation in anti-diabetic drug targets and risk of atrial fibrillation: a drug-target mendelian 
randomization study - link 
- Inherited immune traits and cisplatin-induced ototoxicity in cancer patients: a Mendelian 
randomization study - link 
- Post-marketing safety profile of cladribine in multiple sclerosis: a disproportionality analysis based 
on the FDA adverse event reporting system - link 
- Immunogenicity phenotypes and reversal of pharmacokinetic impact in anti-TNF–treated immune-
mediated diseases: a real-world study - link 
- Estimation of carbon emissions from inhaled respiratory medicines in Ireland: a cross-sectional 
study from a national pharmacy claims database from 2020 to 2022 - link 
- Efficacy and safety of IL-23p19 antagonists versus placebo in inflammatory bowel disease: a 
systematic review and meta‐analysis of randomized controlled trials - link 

 

JAMA 
- Sodium Bicarbonate for Severe Metabolic Acidemia and Acute Kidney Injury: The BICARICU-2 
Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- JAMA Patient Page: What Is Uveitis? - link ; What Is Osteoporosis? - link 
- Keratinocyte Carcinoma: A Review - link ; Peripheral Neuropathy: A Review - link 
- Inhaler-Related Greenhouse Gas Emissions in the US: A Serial Cross-Sectional Analysis - link 
- Measles - link 
- Pharmacologic Treatment of Perinatal Depression - link 
- Gestational Weight Gain and Pregnancy Outcomes After GLP-1 Receptor Agonist Discontinuation - 
link 
- JAMA Insights: Continuous Glucose Monitoring - link 
 
JAMA Internal Medicine 
- Software as a Medical Practitioner—Is It Time to License Artificial Intelligence? - link 
- Cardiometabolic Parameter Change by Weight Regain on Tirzepatide Withdrawal in Adults With 
Obesity: A Post Hoc Analysis of the SURMOUNT-4 Trial - link 
- Durability of Respiratory Syncytial Virus Vaccine Effectiveness Among US Veterans - link 
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https://www.gastrojournal.org/article/S0016-5085(25)05964-5/fulltext
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imj.70245
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-02051-6
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https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2839471
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Lancet 
- Peripartum cardiomyopathy - link ; Hyperemesis gravidarum – link 
- The 2025 report of the Lancet Countdown on health and climate change - link 
- A preventive care strategy to reduce moderate or severe acute kidney injury after major surgery 
(BigpAK-2); a multinational, randomised clinical trial - link 
- Ultra-processed foods: time to put health before profit - link 
- Comparison of inhalational methoxyflurane, intranasal fentanyl, and intravenous morphine for 
treatment of prehospital acute pain in Norway (PreMeFen): a randomised, non-inferiority, three-arm, 
phase 3 trial - link 
 
Lancet Diabetes & Endocrinology 
- Comorbidities and mortality in subgroups of adults with diabetes with up to 14 years follow-up: a 
prospective cohort study in Sweden - link 
- Glycaemic control and pregnancy outcomes with real-time continuous glucose monitoring in 
gestational diabetes (GRACE): an open-label, multicentre, multinational, randomised controlled trial - 
link 
 
Lancet Infectious Diseases 
- Oral itraconazole versus oral voriconazole for treatment-naive patients with chronic pulmonary 
aspergillosis in India (VICTOR-CPA trial): a single-centre, open-label, randomised, controlled, 
superiority trial - link 
- Accounting for non-adherence to assigned antibiotic treatment duration for bloodstream infection 
(BALANCE): a post-hoc analysis of a randomised clinical trial - link 
- Empirical and targeted antimicrobial therapy in patients with febrile neutropenia and haematological 
malignancy or after haematopoietic cell transplantation: recommendations from the 10th European 
Conference on Infections in Leukaemia - link 
 
Lancet Psychiatry 
- Metformin for overweight and obese children and adolescents with bipolar spectrum and related 
mood disorders treated with second-generation antipsychotics: a randomised, pragmatic trial - link 
  
Molecular Diversity Preservation International (MDPI) – Pharmacy Journal 
- Medication Use by Older Adults with Frailty: A Scoping Review - link 
- Monoclonal Antibodies as a Breakthrough in Personalised Leukaemia Therapy: What Pharmacists 
and Doctors Should Know - link 
- Effects of Modifying Supportive Care Medications in Combination Therapy with Pertuzumab, 
Trastuzumab, and Taxane Anticancer Drugs - link 
- Pharmacist Intervention Models in Drug–Drug Interaction Management in Prescribed 
Pharmacotherapy - link 
 
Nature Mental Health 
- The effect of sertraline on networks of mood and anxiety symptoms: secondary analysis of the 
PANDA randomized controlled trial - link 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
- Selective Decontamination of the Digestive Tract during Ventilation in the ICU - link 
- Trastuzumab Deruxtecan plus Pertuzumab for HER2-Positive Metastatic Breast Cancer - link 
- Therapy for Atrial Fibrillation in Patients with Drug-Eluting Stents - link 
- Fish-Oil Supplementation and Cardiovascular Events in Patients Receiving Hemodialysis - link 
- Olezarsen for Managing Severe Hypertriglyceridemia and Pancreatitis Risk - link 
- Sibeprenlimab in IgA Nephropathy — Interim Analysis of a Phase 3 Trial - link 
- Acromegaly - link ; Long QT Syndrome - link 
- Untangling the Risks of Antidepressants in Pregnancy - link 
 
Pediatrics (American Academy of Pediatrics) 
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- Reply: Recommendations for Pneumonia in Hospitalized Children With Neurologic Impairment - link 
- Evaluation, Diagnosis, and Treatment of Sydenham Chorea: Consensus Guidelines - link 
- Buprenorphine Treatment Duration and Adherence Among Youth and Subsequent Health Outcomes 
- link 
- Case report: Selpercatinib Increases Radioactive Iodine Avidity in RET-Fusion Pediatric Thyroid 
Carcinoma - link 
 
Pharmaceutical Journal 
- How will a single national formulary change medicines provision? - link 
- What would you like to know about menopause and HRT? - link 
- Patient safety commissioner for England warns barcode errors on medicine packs could be 
‘potentially fatal’ - link 
 
Pharmacotherapy 
- Intravenous Push Levetiracetam Administration Compared with Intravenous Piggyback on 
Benzodiazepine Use for Acute Seizure Treatment - link 
- Predicting Pharmacological Treatment Response in Migraine Using AI/ML: A Scoping Review of the 
Evidence and Future Directions - link 
- Intravenous Regular Insulin for Treatment of Hyperkalemia in Overweight Patients - link 
- Correlation Between Analgesic and Sedative Drug Withdrawal and Salivary Cortisol Levels in 
Children in PICUs: A Prospective Cohort Study - link 
- External Validation of the Fraser Equation for Estimation of Free Valproate Concentrations in 
Critically Ill Adults - link 
- Oritavancin for Treatment of Osteomyelitis: A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis of 
Observational Studies - link 
- Thromboembolic Risk of Thrombopoietin Receptor Agonists for Adult Primary Immune 
Thrombocytopenia: A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis Integrating Randomized Controlled 
Trials and Prospective Evidence - link 
- Comparison of Subcutaneous Versus Intravenous Filgrastim in Autologous Hematopoietic Stem Cell 
Transplantation: A Retrospective Study - link 
- Impact of Gabapentin as a Benzodiazepine-Sparing Medication During Acute Alcohol Withdrawal - 
link 
 
Scientific Reports 
- Predicting and understanding non-adherence in chronic disease: cross-cohort validation and 
structural equation modeling of the SPUR 6/24 tool - link 
 

CONSULTATIONS  

Agency for Clinical Innovation, NSW (ACI) 
- Consultation: Cardiogenic Shock Clinical Practice Guide, closes Monday 19 January 2026 - link 
- Consultation: End of Life Care Decisions, closes Wednesday 17 December, 2025 - link 
 
Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- NCTGF consultation for NSQHS Standards (third edition) - closing 5 December 2025 - link 
 

WEBINARS & PODCASTS 

Australian Prescriber Podcasts 
- E202 | Gestational diabetes: update on screening, diagnosis and maternal management 
 
MJA Podcasts 
- Episode 22: Finding a cure for asthma 
 
Purple Pen Podcast 
PPP 181 - ABC of Antibiotics 
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https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/newsroom/consultations/nctgf-consultation-nsqhs-standards-third-edition
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/podcast/episode-202-gestational-diabetes-update-on-screening-diagnosis-and-maternal-management.html?utm_source=mailchimp&utm_medium=edm&utm_campaign=podnov2025&utm_content=202&mc_cid=c8783a867b&mc_eid=aab40d20f0
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Fortnightly TAG Mail – resources list    13th November 2025 

NSW TAG ACTIVITIES 

NSW TAG Management Committee for 2025-2026 appointed. Many thanks to Russell Levy 
(Member, former Treasurer) and Steven David (Observer) for their contributions and warm 
welcome to Dr Eliza Milliken, HNE District DTC Chair. 
 
Open email discussions 
5. Has any DTC provided long term outpatient access to sodium oxybate through IPUs? 

Closes 28 November 2025 

6. Has any DTC developed infrastructure to support streamlined IPUs (while awaiting CEC 

system? Closes 28 November 2025 

Recently completed email discussions 
- Lists of time critical medicines 

- Policies for DTC oversight of programmable infusion pumps.  

- Hospital/district criteria for use of andexanet alfa and relevant policy/protocols/guidance documents.  
- Obinutuzumab in refractory lupus nephritis 
Contact Sasha Bennett at sasha.bennett@svha.org.au for information about any email 
discussions, publications or upcoming meetings.  

EDITOR’S PICKS  

AJHP: Comparing 2 opioid risk mitigation tools in noncritical, nonsurgical hospitalized patients - link 
AJHP: FMEA for risk analysis of investigational drug products management in clinical trials - link 
AJHP: Identification and management of psychiatric medication–induced nutrient depletion - link 
AJMQ:  Anticoagulation optimization through a specialized center for Atrial Fibrillation - link 
A&R: 2025 American College of Rheumatology (ACR) Guideline for the Treatment of SLE- link 
BJCP: Safer medication use in older adults: barriers and facilitators of deprescribing - link 
BJP: Smallest worthwhile difference of recommended psychotherapies for depression: - link 
BMJ: Advances in the management of acute decompensated heart failure - link 
BMJ: Maternal paracetamol (acetaminophen) use during pregnancy and risk of autism spectrum 
disorder and ADHD in offspring: umbrella review of systematic reviews - link 
BMJ: Access to novel medicines - link 
Circ: Hyperkalemia risk with potassium-enriched salt substitute with concomitant RAAS blockade - link 
DTB: Hyperbolic tapering of antidepressants: where are we now? - link 
EMA: Antibiotic Therapy for Pyelonephritis in the Emergency Department - link 
EP Europace: Practical compendium of antiarrhythmic drugs- link 
EJHP: Challenges and opportunities for hospital pharmacists in gene and cell therapies - link 
IMJ: Does routine eGFR reporting adversely affect medication dosing in an older population? - link 
IJCP: Hospital readmissions related to adverse drug withdrawal events in older adults- link 
IJQHC: Reducing medication-related harm - link 
IJQHC: Predictive values of trigger tools for identifying adverse events in hospitalised patients using a 
medical record review: A systematic review - link 
JAMA: Combining Medications with Bariatric Surgery to Treat Obesity - link 
JAMA: Updated Labeling for Menopausal Hormone Therapy - link 
JAMA IM: Liraglutide in Acute Minor Ischemic Stroke or High-Risk TIA With Type 2 Diabetes - link 
JACC: Cardiovascular Effects and Tolerability of GLP-1 Receptor Agonists - link 
JPPR: Editorial: Medication safety: a collective responsibility; a specialist calling - link 
JPPR: Editorial: modernising medication safety for the digital age - link 
Lancet: Anti-cytokine biologics for asthma in adults - link 
MDPI: Pharmacy Technicians Managing Patient Medication Supply to Improve Nursing Productivity 
and Patient Safety - link 
MDPI: Hospital Pharmacists’ Perspectives on Documenting and Classifying Pharmaceutical 
Interventions: A Nationwide Validation Study in Portugal - link 
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MJA: Opioids and the challenges of managing chronic non‐cancer pain in rural Australia: a qualitative 

study - link 
NEJM: Opioid Deprescribing in Patients with Noncancer Pain - link 
NEJM: Beta-Blockers after Myocardial Infarction with Normal Ejection Fraction - link 
 
 
 

OTHER NEWS 

Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- World Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) Awareness Week (WAAW) - link 
- National effort to cut medicine errors at transitions of care - link – media release 
 
NSW Health 
- National recall of alfalfa sprouts linked to Salmonella infections [8 November 2025] 
- Australian-first digital tool helps calculate cancer risk from alcohol use - link 
 
TGA 
- What’s changed on the website - link 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – AUSTRALIA 

Agency for Clinical Innovation, NSW (ACI) 
The latest weekly Evidence Digest can be found here 
 
Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- Medication management at transitions of care - infographics 
 
Australian Government Department of Health 
- COVID-19 vaccines in Australia – A3 poster 
  
Australian Institute for Health and Welfare (AIHW)  
- Government public health expenditure report 2023–24 - link 
 
MIMS monthly updates 
- New Products 
-- Elafibranor (Iqirvo) for primary biliary cholangitis in combination with ursodeoxycholic acid (UDCA) 
in adults with an inadequate response to UDCA, or as monotherapy in adults unable to tolerate UDCA 
 --Elranatamab (cho) (Elrexfio) - provisional approval for adults with relapsed or refractory multiple 
myeloma who have received at least 3 prior therapies, including a proteasome inhibitor, an 
immunomodulatory agent, and an anti‐CD38 monoclonal antibody and have demonstrated disease 

progression on the last therapy 
 -- Lumasiran (sodium) (Oxlumo) for treatment of PH1 in all age groups 
-- Tremelimumab (Imjudo) for adults with unresectable hepatocellular carcinoma who have not 
received prior treatment with a PD‐1/PD‐L1 inhibitor 

-- Vorasidenib (Voranigo) for Grade 2 astrocytoma or oligodendroglioma with a susceptible IDH1 
mutation or IDH2 mutation in adults and paediatric patients 12 years and older, who are not in need of 
immediate chemotherapy or radiotherapy following surgical intervention 
New Presentations 
-- SARS-CoV-2 spike protein (mRNA) LP.8.1 vaccine (Comirnaty LP.8.1) - for active immunisation to 
prevent COVID-19 in individuals 6 months of age & older in accordance with official recommendations 
- New Indications 
-- Acalabrutinib (maleate monohydrate) (Calquence Tablets) - in combination with bendamustine and 
rituximab for adult patients with previously untreated mantle cell lymphoma who are not eligible for 
autologous haematopoietic stem cell transplantation 
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 -- Inactivated quadrivalent influenza vaccine (surface antigen) (Fluad Quad) - for active immunisation 
against influenza in persons 50 years of age and older 
 
PBS 
- Error in the current PBS listings for brentuximab vedotin for Stage III or IV CD30 positive Hodgkin 
lymphoma, listed on 1 November 2025 - 11 November 2025 
 
TGA 
- Labels for COVID-19 vaccines - link 
- Medicinal cannabis: News and updates - link 
- Database of section 19A approvals to import and supply medicines to address medicine shortages 
- AusPARs:  
-- Afqlir; Enzeevu (aflibercept) 2 mg is indicated in adults for the treatment of neovascular (wet) age-
related macular degeneration (wet AMD), CRVO, BRVO, DMEmyopic and CNV 
-- Pluvicto (lutetium (177Lu) vipivotide tetraxetan) is approved for treatment of adults with prostate-
specific membrane antigen (PSMA)-positive metastatic castration-resistant prostate cancer (mCRPC) 
-- Eydenzelt (aflibercept) for visual impairment due to myopic choroidal neovascularisation in adults 
-- Uteknix is indicated for the treatment of adults (18 years or older) with moderate to severe plaque 
psoriasis who are candidates for phototherapy or systemic therapy 
-- Lamzede (velmanase alfa) approved as an enzyme replacement therapy for the treatment of non-
central nervous system manifestations in patients with alpha-mannosidosis 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – INTERNATIONAL  

All Wales Medicines Strategy Group 
- All Wales guidance to support integrated medicines management in community settings - link 
- All Wales Common Ailments Service formulary - update 
 
Association for Diagnostics & Laboratory Medicine UK 
- ADLM guidance document on coagulation testing in patients using direct oral anticoagulants 
(DOACs) - link 
 
electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- New products 
-- Gobivaz (golimumab) solution for injection - biosimilar to Simponi (golimumab) for rheumatoid 
arthritis, psoriatic arthritis, ankylosing spondylitis, ulcerative colitis and juvenile idiopathic arthritis. 
Available as 50mg and 100mg injections in pre-filled pens and syringes. 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- New Drug approvals 
-- daratumumab and hyaluronidase-fihj (Darzalex Faspro) for high-risk smoldering multiple myeloma 
-- Kygevvi (doxecitine and doxribtimine) for thymidine kinase 2 deficiency in patients who start to 
show symptoms when they are 12 years old or younger 
 
Global Council on Inequality, AIDS and Pandemics 
- Breaking the inequality-pandemic cycle – Building true health security in a global age - link 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) 
- Rare therapies and UK regulatory considerations - link 
- MHRA-led study reveals major inconsistencies in global microbiome research - link 
 
NHS Scotland 
- Accepted for use: 
-- Budesonide suppository (Budenofalk®) for acute ulcerative colitis 
-- Durvalumab (Imfinzi®) in combination with tremelimumab as first line treatment of advanced or 
unresectable hepatocellular carcinoma 

mailto:nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au
https://www.ebs.tga.gov.au/ebs/picmi/picmirepository.nsf/pdf?OpenAgent&id=CP-2024-PI-02859-1
https://www.pbs.gov.au/info/news/2025/11/error-in-the-current-pbs-listings-for-brentuximab-vedotin
https://www.tga.gov.au/products/regulations-all-products/labelling-and-packaging/labels-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/explore-topic/medicinal-cannabis-hub/medicinal-cannabis-news-and-updates
https://www.tga.gov.au/ws-s19a-index
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/auspar/afqlir-enzeevu
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/auspar/pluvicto
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/auspar/eydenzelt
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/auspar/uteknix
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/auspar/lamzede
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-guidance/all-wales-guidance-to-support-integrated-medicines-management-in-community-settings/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-guidance/all-wales-common-ailments-service-formulary/
https://myadlm.org/science-and-research/academy-guidance/coagulation-testing-in-patients-using-direct-oral-anticoagulants
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/
https://www.fda.gov/drugs/resources-information-approved-drugs/fda-approves-daratumumab-and-hyaluronidase-fihj-high-risk-smoldering-multiple-myeloma
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-- Guselkumab (Tremfya®) for Crohn’s disease ; for ulcerative colitis 
-- Mercaptamine (Procysbi®) for nephropathic cystinosis 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) UK  
- Cabotegravir for preventing HIV-1 in adults and young people (TA1106) 
- Delgocitinib for treating moderate to severe chronic hand eczema (TA1107) 
- Cemiplimab with platinum-based chemotherapy for untreated advanced NSCLC (TA1108) 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Research (NIHR) 
- Procalcitonin evaluation of antibiotic use in COVID-19 hospitalised patients: The PEACH mixed 
methods study - link 
- RecUrrent Intra-articular Corticosteroid injections in Osteoarthritis: the RUbICOn mixed-methods 
study - link 
 
Royal Pharmaceutical Society (RPS) 
- Director for England at RPS gives oral evidence to House of Lords Public Services Committee 
Inquiry into medicines security across UK - link 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- Polypharmacy and structured medication review explainer videos - link 
- Updated PGD templates: 
-- Azithromycin (oral) for use within sexual health services - link 
-- Doxycycline for use within sexual health services - link 
-- Emtricitabine and tenofovir disoproxil tablets as PrEP - link 
 
UK Health Security Agency 
- Influenza: treatment and prophylaxis using anti-viral agents - update 
- Consent: the green book, chapter 2 - Information for public HPs on immunisation - update 
 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
- Global tuberculosis report 2025 - link 
 

MEDICATION SAFETY 

electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- Revised SPCs 
-- Besremi (ropeginterferon alfa-2b) - dosing in different ethnic groups included, and to note that it 
contains polysorbate 80, which may cause allergic reactions 
-- Columvi (glofitamab) - consider prophylaxis for cytomegalovirus (CMV), herpes, pneumocystis 
jiroveci pneumonia, and other opportunistic infections in patients at increased risk. Colitis added as an 
uncommon ADR 
-- Dalacin C (clindamycin) - cutaneous vasculitis and symmetrical drug-related intertriginous and 
flexural exanthema (SDRIFE) as ADRs with unknown frequencies identified in post-marketing data 
-- methylprednisolone sodium succinate injection (all strengths) - panniculitis added as ADR of 
unknown frequency. It may occur following dose reduction or discontinuation of methylprednisolone 
and has been more frequently reported in the paediatric population 
-- Solu-Cortef (hydrocortisone sodium succinate) - panniculitis as an ADR with unknown frequency. It 
may occur following dose reduction or discontinuation of hydrocortisone and has been more 
frequently reported in the paediatric population 
-- Translarna (ataluren) – safety & efficacy in children <12 kg & 6 months to <2 years not established 
- Risk minimisation materials 
-- Gobivaz (golimumab) Patient Reminder Card - contains important safety information for patients to 
be aware of before & during treatment with golimumab, such as infections, pregnancy, vaccinations 
 
EMA 
- Injectable tranexamic acid: serious adverse reactions when inadvertently given intrathecally - link 
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- Partners with HCPs and consumers for #ItTakesATeam medicine shortages campaign - link 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- Requests Labeling Changes Related to Safety Information to Clarify the Benefit/Risk Considerations 
for Menopausal Hormone Therapies - link 
- Acts to Protect Children from Unapproved Fluoride Drug Products - link 
 
Health Canada – MedEffect Notice  
- Health Product InfoWatch: October 2025 
 
MIMS monthly updates 
- New Contraindications 
-- Duloxetine (hydrochloride) (Duloxetine Sandoz) - renal impairment (creatinine clearance < 30 
mL/min) ; initiation in patients with uncontrolled hypertension that could expose patients to a potential 
risk of hypertensive crisis 
-- Methenamine hippurate (Hiprex) - hypersensitivity or allergy to formaldehyde; severe renal failure 
(eGFR < 10 mL/min/1.73m2), kidney infection, severe dehydration, or gout; severe hepatic 
impairment; and metabolic acidosis 
 
TGA 
- Product Information safety updates - October 2025 
-- acyclovir (ARX-Aciclovir) - Special warnings & precautions: renal insufficiency or acute renal failure 
; Interactions: concomitant theophylline use; Fertility, pregnancy & lactation: largely reversible adverse 
effects on spermatogenesis in rats and dogs; ADRs: alopeciaerythema multiforme, Stevens-Johnson 
syndrome and toxic epidermal necrolysiscrystalluria, peripheral oedemamyalgia, visual abnormalities, 
diarrhea, gastrointestinal distress and nausea 
-- aclidinium bromide (Bretaris), aclidinium bromide, formoterol fumarate dihydrate (Brimica) - Special 
warnings & precautions: patients with cardiac arrhythmias, a history of cardiac arrhythmias or with risk 
factors for cardiac arrhythmias ; ADRs: cardiac arrhythmias 
-- alfentanil hydrochloride (Rapifen), aspirin & codeine phosphate hemihydrate (Aspalgin), 
buprenorphine (Subutex, Subutex FDT, Bupradex), buprenorphine and naloxone (Suboxone Film, 
Bupradone), buprenorphine (as hydrochloride) (Temgesic), codeine phosphate hemihydrate 
(Actacode, Aspen Codeine, Gold Cross Codeine Linctus), fentanyl (as citrate) (Abstral, Fentanyl 
Medsurge, Fentanyl Juno, Fentora, Fentanyl GH, Sublimaze), hydromorphone hydrochloride 
(Dilaudid, Dilaudid-HP), morphine hydrochloride trihydrate (Morphine Juno, Ordine), morphine sulfate 
(DBL Morphine Sulfate), morphine sulfate pentahydrate (Morphine Sulfate Medsurge, Ms Contin, 
Sevredol), paracetamol and codeine phosphate hemihydrate (Paracetamol/Codeine Gh 500/30, APX-
Paracetamol/Codeine, Comfarol Forte, Prodeine Forte, Panadeine Forte, Codapane Forte 500/30, 
Paracetamol/Codeine-Wgr 500/30, Prodeinextra, Prodeine), paracetamol, codeine phosphate 
hemihydrate, doxylamine succinate (Mersyndol, Mersyndol Forte), remifentanil (as hydrochloride) 
(Remifentanil Viatris, Remifentanil-AFT), tramadol hydrochloride (Tramal) - SOME OR ALL OF THE 
FOLLOWING - Special warnings & precautions: 
---‘Sleep-related breathing disorders'. Opioids can cause sleep-related breathing disorders including 
central sleep apnoea (CSA) and sleep-related hypoxemia. Opioid use increases the risk of CSA in a 
dose-dependent fashion. In patients who present with CSA, consider decreasing the total opioid 
dosage, 
---‘Adrenal Insufficiency’ reported with opioid use, more often following long-term use. Symptoms may 
include nausea, vomiting, anorexia, fatigue, weakness, dizziness, or low blood pressure. If adrenal 
insufficiency is suspected, appropriate laboratory testing is recommended and discontinuation of 
treatment should be considered, 
---'Endocrine Effects'. Opioids may influence the hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal or -gonadal axes. 
Hormonal disturbances that have been observed include an increase in serum prolactin and 
decreases in plasma cortisol and testosterone. Clinical symptoms may manifest from these hormonal 
changes. Androgen deficiency may manifest as low libido, impotence, erectile dysfunction, 
amenorrhea, or infertility, 
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---'Hepatobiliary Disorders'. Opioids may cause dysfunction and spasm of the sphincter of Oddi, thus 
raising intrabiliary pressure and increasing the risk of biliary tract symptoms and pancreatitis. 
Therefore caution is needed administering in patients with pancreatitis and diseases of the biliary 
tract, 
---'Gastrointestinal toxicity'. Reports of significant oesophageal dysfunction have been observed via 
high-resolution manometry in patients taking opioid medicines on a long-term basis. Discontinuation 
or weaning of opioids should be considered in patients presenting with oesophageal complaints 
including but not limited to dysphagia, regurgitation, or non-cardiac chest pain 
---'Neonatal Withdrawal Syndrome'. Chronic use of codeine by the mother at the end of pregnancy 
may result in a withdrawal syndrome (e.g. hypertonia, neonatal tremor, neonatal agitation, myoclonus, 
convulsions, apnoea or bradycardia) in the neonate. In many reported cases the withdrawal was 
serious and required treatment. The syndrome is generally delayed for several hours to several days 
after birth ; 
---ADRs: central sleep apnoea syndrome with a frequency of not known, pancreatitis with a frequency 
of not known, spasm of sphincter of Oddi with a frequency of not known, adrenal insufficiency and 
androgen deficiency with a frequency of not known ; 
---Fertility, Pregnancy & Lactation: 'Use in Pregnancy'. Regular use of codeine during pregnancy may 
cause physical dependence in the fetus, leading to withdrawal symptoms in the neonate also known 
as neonatal withdrawal syndrome ; 
---Overdose: toxic leukoencephalopathy and can present hours, days, or weeks after apparent 
recovery from the initial intoxication 
-- axitinib (Inlyta) - ADRs: pancreatitis 
-- cabozantinib (s)-malate (Cabometyx) - Special warnings & precautions: increased risk of cardiac 
failure 
-- capivasertib (Truqap) - Dose & administration: co-administration with moderate CYP3A4 inhibitors ; 
ADRs: update of ADR frequencies for hypokalaemia, pyrexia, decrease in weight 
-- cemiplimab (Libtayo) - Special warnings & precautions: pancreatitis ; ADR: pancreatitis 
-- ciclesonide (Alvesco) - Special warnings & precautions: range of psychological or behavioural 
effects including psychomotor hyperactivity, sleep disorders, anxiety, depression or aggression 
(particularly in children) ; ADR: psychomotor hyperactivity, sleep disorders, aggression 
-- ciclesonide (Omnaris) - Interactions: warning regarding concomitant administration with 
ketoconazole or other potent CYP3A inhibitors ; ADR: cough, bronchitis, influenza, back pain, urinary 
tract infection 
-- ciprofloxacin hydrochloride monohydrate (APO-Ciprofloxacin, Ciprofloxacin-BL, IPC-Ciprofloxacin) - 
Interactions: 'Levothyroxine'. Oral ciprofloxacin may decrease the absorption of levothyroxine. An 
interval of 6 hours between the administration of the two medications is recommended 
-- clevidipine (Cleviprex) - ADR: increased blood triglycerides 
-- dimethyl fumarate (Tecfidera), diroximel fumarate (Vumerity) - Special warnings & precautions: new 
warning under 'Serious Gastrointestinal Reactions'. Serious gastrointestinal reactions, including 
perforation, ulceration, haemorrhage, and obstruction, some with fatal outcomes, have been reported 
in the post-marketing setting with the use of fumaric acid esters with or without concomitant aspirin 
use. The majority of these events have occurred within 6 months of fumaric acid ester treatment 
initiation. In controlled clinical trials, the incidence of serious gastrointestinal adverse events was 1%; 
these events, none of which were fatal, included vomiting (0.3%) and abdominal pain (0.3%) 
-- enzalutamide (Xtandi) - Interactions: Enzalutamide interference with the Chemiluminescent 
Microparticle Immunoassay (CMIA), resulting in falsely elevated digoxin plasma level results 
-- epcoritamab (Epkinly) - Special warnings & precautions: ‘Tumour Lysis Syndrome (TLS)'. TLS has 
been reported in patients receiving epcoritamab. Patients at an increased risk for TLS are 
recommended to receive hydration and prophylactic treatment with a uric acid lowering agent. 
Patients should be monitored for signs or symptoms of TLS, especially patients with high tumour 
burden or rapidly proliferative tumours, and patients with reduced renal function. Patients should be 
monitored for blood chemistries and abnormalities should be managed promptly, 'Tumour flare'. 
Tumour flare has been reported in patients treated with epcoritamab. Manifestations could include 
localised pain and swelling. Consistent with the mechanism of action of epcoritamab, tumour flare is 
likely due to the influx of T-cells into tumour sites following epcoritamab administration. There are no 
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specific risk factors for tumour flare that have been identified; however, there is a heightened risk of 
compromise and morbidity due to mass effect secondary to tumour flare in patients with bulky 
tumours located in close proximity to airways and/or a vital organ. Patients treated with epcoritamab 
should be monitored and evaluated for tumour flare at critical anatomical site 
-- estradiol hemihydrate/progesterone (Bijuva 1/100) - Special warnings & precautions: ALT 
elevations with concomitant antiviral treatment for HCV infections ; Interactions: ALT elevations with 
concomitant antiviral treatment for HCV infections 
-- etrasimod arginine (Velsipity) - Special warnings & precautions: ophthalmic evaluation within 3-4 
months of starting treatment for all patients 
-- famotidine (Ausfam) - Special warnings & precautions: increases in gamma GT, alkaline 
phosphatase & bilirubin 
-- heparin sodium (Heparinised Saline) - Interactions: concomitant use of heparin with andexanet alfa 
may reduce the effectiveness of heparin 
-- hydrocortisone hydrogen succinate (Hydrocortisone Juno) - ADR: panniculitis 
-- hydroxychloroquine sulfate (Plaquenil) - Special warnings & precautions: Hemolytic Anaemia 
Associated with G6PD Deficiency 
-- lurbinectedin (Zepzelca) - Dose & administration: guidance for withholding drug if neutropenia 
associated with infection or sepsis present ; Special warnings & precautions: contraception update ; 
Fertility, pregnancy & lactation: contraception update ; Effects on ability to drive and use machines: 
update based on possible adverse events 
-- pramipexole (Sifrol) - Special warnings & precautions: ‘Dopamine Dysregulation Syndrome'. 
Dopamine Dysregulation Syndrome (DDS) is an addictive disorder resulting in excessive use of 
dopaminergic agonists, including SIFROL. Before initiation of treatment, patients and caregivers 
should be warned of the potential risk of developing DDS 
-- rabbit antithymocyte immunoglobulin (Thymoglobuline) - ADRs: anaemia, hyperbilirubinaemia 
-- ritonavir (Norvir) - Dose & administration: Reduce maximum daily dose (200 mg) ; Interactions: 
taking tablets with food information removed (as prescribers are now instructed to refer to the Product 
Information of the Protease Inhibitor for further information) 
-- ropinirole hydrochloride (Appese), Repreve - Special warnings & precautions: psychiatric disorders ; 
ADR: Deed compulsive eating 
-- sodium valproate (Epilim + Epilim Iv + Valpro + Valproate Winthrop + Valproate Sandoz) - ADR: 
pneumonia 
-- sugammadex sodium (Sugammadex Sandoz) - ADR: hypersensitivity 
-- sumatriptan succinate (Imigran), Imigran Fdt - Fertility, pregnancy & lactation: excreted in breast 
milk ; ADR:  breast pain 
-- tirzepatide (Mounjaro), Mounjaro Kwikpen - Special warnings & precautions: ‘Psychiatric disorders'. 
Suicidal behaviour and ideation have been reported with GLP-1 receptor agonists ; Interactions: 'Oral 
contraceptives'. Reduced efficacy of oral contraceptives cannot be excluded, it is therefore advised 
that patients using oral hormonal contraceptives switch to a non-oral contraceptive method or add a 
barrier method of contraception for 4 weeks after initiation and for 4 weeks after each dose escalation 
with MOUNJARO 
-- ublituximab (Briumvi) - ADR:encephalitis  meningitis  meningoencephalitis 
-- zopiclone (Imovane) - Special warnings & precautions: haemolysis ; Overdose: 
haemolysis/haemolytic anaemia 
 
- Information about major medicine shortages – link 
-- About the shortage of Presolol 100 (labetalol hydrochloride 100 mg) tablets - link 
-- Presolol 100 (labetalol 100 mg) shortage and substitution instrument extended - link 
-- About the shortage of Bicillin L-A (benzathine benzylpenicillin tetrahydrate) prefilled syringe for 
injection - link 
-- Identifying medicines in long term shortage - link 
- Nitrosamine impurities acceptable intakes update - November 2025 
-- Nitrosamine risk in listed medicines - link 
-- Established acceptable intake for nitrosamines in medicines - link 
-- Established acceptable intake for other nitroso-structures in medicines - link 

mailto:nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages/information-about-major-medicine-shortages
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages-and-supply-disruptions/medicine-shortages/major-or-ongoing-medicine-shortages/about-shortage-presolol-100-labetalol-hydrochloride-100-mg-tablets
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https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages-and-supply-disruptions/medicine-shortages/major-or-ongoing-medicine-shortages/about-shortage-bicillin-l-benzathine-benzylpenicillin-tetrahydrate-prefilled-syringe-injection
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https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/safety-monitoring-and-information/nitrosamine-impurities-medicines/established-acceptable-intake-nitrosamines-medicines
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-- Updates to nitrosamines and other nitroso-structures - link 
- Sunscreens using the same base formulation as Ultra Violette Lean Screen SPF 50+ sunscreen 
 

PAPERS OF INTEREST 

American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy (AJHP)  
- A retrospective case-control study comparing 2 opioid risk mitigation tools in noncritical, nonsurgical 
hospitalized patients - link 
- Use of failure mode and effects analysis for risk analysis of investigational drug products 
management in clinical trials - link 
- Identification and management of psychiatric medication–induced nutrient depletion - link 
 
American Journal of Medical Quality 
- Anticoagulation Optimization Through a Specialized Center for Atrial Fibrillation - link 
- Identifying Inappropriate Dual Antiplatelet Therapy (DAPT) Utilization in the Outpatient Setting: A 
Quality Improvement Proposal - link 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
- Comparative Gastrointestinal Safety of Dulaglutide, Semaglutide, and Tirzepatide in Adults with 
Type 2 Diabetes - link 
- The Michigan Appropriateness Guide for Intravenous Catheters in Adult Patients With Cancer 
(MAGIC-ONC): Results From a Multispecialty Panel Using the RAND/UCLA Appropriateness Method 
- link 
- Management of Sepsis in Hospitalized Patients - link 
 
Arthritis & Rheumatology 
- 2025 American College of Rheumatology (ACR) Guideline for the Treatment of Systemic Lupus 
Erythematosus - link 
- Relapse Rate After Glucocorticoid-free Remission in patients with Idiopathic Inflammatory 
Myopathies and Validation of the International Myositis Assessment and Clinical Studies Group 
(IMACS) Criteria for Complete Clinical Response and Worsening - link 
 
British Journal of Clinical Pharmacology 
- Towards safer medication use in older adults: Investigating barriers and facilitators of deprescribing - 
link 
 
British Journal of Psychiatry 
- Attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder medication use in pregnancy and risk of miscarriage - link 
- Estimating the smallest worthwhile difference of recommended psychotherapies for depression: 
observational study - link 
 
British Medical Journal (BMJ) 
- Advances in the management of acute decompensated heart failure - link 
- Maternal paracetamol (acetaminophen) use during pregnancy and risk of autism spectrum disorder 
and attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder in offspring: umbrella review of systematic reviews - link 
- Vernakalant versus procainamide for rapid cardioversion of patients with acute atrial fibrillation 
(RAFF4): randomised clinical trial - link 
- Access to novel medicines - link 
 
Circulation  
- Efficacy and Safety of Very Low Achieved LDL-Cholesterol in Patients with Prior Ischemic Stroke - 
link 
- Risks of Hyperkalemia With Potassium-Enriched Salt Substitute Among Patients Using Concomitant 
Blockade of the Renin-Angiotensin-Aldosterone System in the Salt Substitute and Stroke Study - link 
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https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxaf307/8317732?redirectedFrom=fulltext
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https://journals.lww.com/ajmqonline/fulltext/2025/11000/anticoagulation_optimization_through_a_specialized.3.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/ajmqonline/citation/2025/11000/identifying_inappropriate_dual_antiplatelet.11.aspx
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/ANNALS-25-01724
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/ANNALS-25-02523
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/ANNALS-25-02685
https://acrjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/art.43452
https://acrjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/art.43429
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70319
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/the-british-journal-of-psychiatry/article/abs/attentiondeficit-hyperactivity-disorder-medication-use-in-pregnancy-and-risk-of-miscarriage/A5CFBF7A6DB3D0BC3ADB39F91B984214
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/the-british-journal-of-psychiatry/article/abs/estimating-the-smallest-worthwhile-difference-of-recommended-psychotherapies-for-depression-observational-study/E61840A8CA0FF6DFB8D62B25ED4C56F3
https://www.bmj.com/content/391/bmj-2025-084242
https://www.bmj.com/content/391/bmj-2025-088141
https://www.bmj.com/content/391/bmj-2025-085632
https://www.bmj.com/collections/novel-medicines
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/abs/10.1161/CIRCULATIONAHA.125.077549
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/abs/10.1161/CIRCULATIONAHA.125.075690
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- Anticoagulation and Antiplatelet Therapy Versus Anticoagulation Alone in Patients With Chronic 
Coronary Syndrome Receiving Long-term Anticoagulation: a Meta-analysis of Randomized Clinical 
Trials - link 
- Dapagliflozin to Reduce Early Recurrence After Catheter Ablation for Atrial Fibrillation: The DARE-
AF Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Incidence, Risk Factors, and Outcomes in Stressor-Associated Atrial Fibrillation: Insights from the 
VITAL-AF Trial - link 
- Triple Versus Dual Lipid-Lowering Therapy in Acute Coronary Syndrome: The ES-BempeDACS 
Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- High-Dose vs. Standard-Dose Influenza Vaccine and Cardiovascular Outcomes in Older Adults: The 
FLUNITY-HD Prespecified Pooled Analysis - link 
 
Cochrane  
- Liraglutide for adults living with obesity - link 
- Semaglutide for adults living with obesity - link 
- Tirzepatide for adults living with obesity - link 
 
Drug and Therapeutics Bulletin 
- Hyperbolic tapering of antidepressants: where are we now? - link 
 
Emergency Medicine Australasia 
- Antibiotic Therapy for Pyelonephritis in the Emergency Department - link 
 
EP Europace 
- Practical compendium of antiarrhythmic drugs: a clinical consensus statement of the European 
Heart Rhythm Association of the European Society of Cardiology - link 
 
European Heart Journal  
- Dementia risk across blood pressure categories: a South Korean nationwide study - link 
- Transgender persons receiving gender-affirming hormone therapy: risk of acute cardiovascular 
events in a Dutch cohort study - link 
- Aspirin or P2Y12 inhibitor monotherapy in atherosclerotic cardiovascular disease? - link 
 
European Journal of Hospital Pharmacy  
- Challenges and opportunities for hospital pharmacists in the management of gene and cell therapies 
- link 
- Impact of using different renal function estimation equations on vancomycin dosing - link 
 
Internal Medicine Journal 
- Does routine estimated glomerular filtration rate reporting adversely affect medication dosing in an 
older population? - link 
 
International Journal of Clinical Pharmacy 
- Risk prediction models for adverse drug reactions in pediatrics: a scoping review - link 
- Comparative effectiveness and safety of fluticasone-based versus beclometasone-based single-
inhaler triple therapies in patients with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease: a population-based 
cohort study - link 
- Nephrotoxicity of polymyxin B and colistin sulfate in patients with multidrug-resistant gram-negative 
bacteria infections: a parametric time-to-event analysis - link 
- Hospital readmissions related to adverse drug withdrawal events in older adults: a pilot study - link 
 
International Journal for Quality in Health Care 
- Reducing medication-related harm - link 
- Predictive values of trigger tools for identifying adverse events in hospitalised patients using a 
medical record review: A systematic review - link 
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https://dtb.bmj.com/content/early/2025/11/09/dtb.2024.000065
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https://academic.oup.com/europace/article/27/8/euaf076/8100306
https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/eurheartj/ehaf840/8306523?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/advance-article/doi/10.1093/eurheartj/ehaf837/8313032
https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/advance-article/doi/10.1093/eurheartj/ehaf718/8317883
https://ejhp.bmj.com/content/early/2025/11/06/ejhpharm-2025-004812
https://ejhp.bmj.com/content/early/2025/11/09/ejhpharm-2025-004590
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imj.70229
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-02042-7
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-02037-4
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JAMA 
- Rituximab for Relapsing Nephrotic Syndrome in Adults: A Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Combining Medications with Bariatric Surgery to Treat Obesity - link 
- JAMA Patient Page: What Is Scabies? - link ; What Are Hemorrhoids? - link 
- Classification and Risk Assessment of Chronic Kidney Disease: JAMA Clinical Guidelines Synopsis - 
link 
- Effects of Sodium Glucose Cotransporter 2 Inhibitors by Diabetes Status and Level of Albuminuria: 
A Meta-Analysis - link 
- SGLT2 Inhibitors and Kidney Outcomes by Glomerular Filtration Rate and Albuminuria: A Meta-
Analysis - link 
- Caffeinated Coffee Consumption or Abstinence to Reduce Atrial Fibrillation: The DECAF 
Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Efficacy and Safety of Oral PCSK9 Inhibitor Enlicitide in Adults with Heterozygous Familial 
Hypercholesterolemia: A Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Metformin to Improve Walking Performance in Lower Extremity Peripheral Artery Disease: The 
PERMET Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Metabolic Dysfunction–Associated Steatotic Liver Disease in Adults: A Review - link 
- Primary Biliary Cholangitis - link 
- Updated Labeling for Menopausal Hormone Therapy - link 
 
JAMA Internal Medicine 
- Liraglutide in Acute Minor Ischemic Stroke or High-Risk Transient Ischemic Attack With Type 2 
Diabetes: The LAMP Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
 
JAMA Network Open 
- First-Trimester mRNA COVID-19 Vaccination and Risk of Major Congenital Anomalies - link 
- Diphenhydramine, Sodium Bicarbonate, or Combination for Acute Peripheral Vertigo: A Randomized 
Clinical Trial - link 
 
Journal of the American College of Cardiology 
- Cardiovascular Effects and Tolerability of GLP-1 Receptor Agonists: A Systematic Review and Meta-
Analysis of 99,599 Patients - link 
 
Journal of Pharmacy Practice and Research (JPPR) 
- Editorial: Medication safety: a collective responsibility; a specialist calling - link 
- Editorial: From digitisation to transformation: modernising medication safety for the digital age - link 
 
Lancet 
- Anti-cytokine biologics for asthma in adults - link 
 
Lancet Child and Adolescent Health 
- Vascular and inflammatory diseases after COVID-19 infection and vaccination in children and young 
people in England: a retrospective, population-based cohort study using linked electronic health 
records - link 
 
Lancet Infectious Diseases 
- Long-term consequences of monkeypox virus infection or modified vaccinia virus Ankara vaccination 
in Belgium (MPX-COHORT and POQS-FU-PLUS): a 24-month prospective and retrospective cohort 
study - link 
 
Lancet Psychiatry 
- Transdiagnostic effectiveness and safety of clozapine in individuals with psychotic, affective, and 
personality disorders: nationwide and meta-analytic comparisons with other antipsychotics - link 
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https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2841037
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Molecular Diversity Preservation International (MDPI) – Pharmacy Journal 
- Bedside Medication Management: Pharmacy Technicians Managing Patient Medication Supply to 
Improve Nursing Productivity and Patient Safety - link 
- The Spectrum of Clinical Pharmacy Services in a Non-University Hospital—A Comprehensive 
Characterization Including a Risk Assessment for Drug-Related Problems and Adverse Drug 
Reactions - link 
- Extemporaneous Preparation and Effectiveness of Low-Dose Naltrexone for the Treatment of 
Uremic Pruritus: A Literature Review and Case Report - link 
- Hospital Pharmacists’ Perspectives on Documenting and Classifying Pharmaceutical Interventions: 
A Nationwide Validation Study in Portugal - link 
 
Medical Journal of Australia  
- The first Australian evidence‐based guidelines on male infertility - link 

- Opioids and the challenges of managing chronic non‐cancer pain in rural Australia: a qualitative 

study - link 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
- Oral Icotrokinra for Plaque Psoriasis in Adults and Adolescents - link 
- Opioid Deprescribing in Patients with Noncancer Pain - link 
- A Phase 3 Trial of Atacicept in Patients with IgA Nephropathy - link 
- Antithrombotic Therapy after Successful Catheter Ablation for Atrial Fibrillation - link 
- Beta-Blockers after Myocardial Infarction with Normal Ejection Fraction - link 
- Evolocumab in Patients without a Previous Myocardial Infarction or Stroke - link 
 
Pharmacotherapy 
- Pharmacokinetics of Ceftolozane/Tazobactam in Patients with Partial- and Full-Thickness Skin 
Burns - link 
 
Prescrire International – November 2025 includes 
- Gefapixant (Lyfnua°) in refractory or unexplained chronic cough 
- Alectinib (Alecensa°) as first-line treatment in advanced or metastatic ALK-positive non-small cell 
lung cancer 
- Semaglutide (Wegovy°) in excess body weight: sometimes useful for patients who also have a 
history of cardiovascular disease 
- Drug-induced impulse control disorders: an insight into the devastating effects on patients' lives 
 

CONSULTATIONS  

Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- NCTGF consultation for NSQHS Standards (third edition) - closing 5 December 2025 - link 
 

WEBINARS & PODCASTS 

Australian Prescriber Podcasts 
- Episode 201 – Practical guidance for stopping glucocorticoids 
 
MJA Podcasts 
- Episode 21: Australia's first male infertility guidelines 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

ADPHA  
- Medicines Management 2025, 27-29 November 2025, Melbourne – register  
 
FIP 
- Webinar: Pharmacists against AMR: Specialisation in communicable diseases for stronger impact, 
18 November 2025 13:00-14:30 CET - register 
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https://english.prescrire.org/en/Summary.aspx
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Safer Care Victoria 
- World COPD Day 2025: Driving Change in Acute COPD Care, 19 Nov 2025 12:00-13:30 – register 
  

Fortnightly TAG Mail – resources list   30 Oct 2025 

NSW TAG ACTIVITIES 

NSW TAG Management Committee for 2025-2026 appointed. Many thanks to Russell Levy 
(Member, former Treasurer) and Steven David (Observer) for their contributions and welcome to 
Dr Eliza Milliken, HNE District DTC Chair. 
 
Recently completed email discussions 
- Lists of time critical medicines 

- Policies for DTC oversight of programmable infusion pumps.  

- Hospital/district criteria for use of andexanet alfa and relevant policy/protocols/guidance documents.  
- Obinutuzumab in refractory lupus nephritis 
Contact Sasha Bennett at sasha.bennett@svha.org.au for information about any email 
discussions, publications or upcoming meetings.  
 

EDITOR’S PICKS  

ACSQHC: New resources to guide post-sepsis care and survivor support - link 

ANZCA: Residual anaesthetic drugs in the dead space volume of IV lines - link 
AJHP: Patient-specific QTc alert on decreasing outpatient prescribing of QTc-prolonging - link 
AJHP: Clinical considerations of cardiotoxicity with select anticancer drug therapies - link 
A&R: How, When, and Why to Potentially Stop Antiresorptive Drugs in Osteoporosis - link 
BJCP: The persistence of chronic opioid use in patients with inflammatory bowel disease - link 
BJCP: Human vs. artificial intelligence: Physicians outperform ChatGPT in real-world 
pharmacotherapy counselling - link 
BMJ: PubMed on autopilot during federal shutdown and expert committee abolished - link  
BMJ: Management of non-specific low back pain without drugs: Clinical Practice Update - link 
Circ: UTI and continuation of SGLT2i in diabetic patients - link 
Circ: AHA Statement: Role of Circadian Health in Cardiometabolic Health and Disease Risk - link 
EJHP: Hypokalaemia in tazobactam/piperacillin-treated patients - link 
EJHP: CVD management in patients with HIV infection - link 
IJCP: Effectiveness & safety of antiplatelet therapies for minor ischemic CVA/high-risk TIA- link 
IJCP: Eur Soc of Clin Pharmacy: 5 steps of medication safety—, where are we now? - link 
JACC: Intensive Blood Pressure Control in Older Patients with HTN - link 
JPPR: Hospital pharmacist interventions to correct medication errors on discharge prescriptions- link 
Lancet: The effects of antidepressants on cardiometabolic and other physiological parameters - link 
Lancet Psych: Ketamine versus ECT for major depression: flawed evidence base - link 
MDPI:  Optimizing Drug Therapy in ECMO-Supported Critically Ill Adults- link 
MJA: - Perspective: Adult ADHD in Australia - link 
MJA: Effectiveness of COVID‐19 vaccine boosters among Australians aged 65 years or older - link 

MJA: Letter: Medication delivery and dispensing interval preferences of people who use 
antihypertensive medications in Australia - link 
RSAP: - Causes and management of drug shortages: a scoping review - link 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – AUSTRALIA 

Agency for Clinical Innovation, NSW (ACI) 
The latest weekly Evidence Digest can be found here 
 
Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- New resources to guide post-sepsis care and survivor support - link 
 
Australian Government Department of Health 
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- Medication Management Review Programs dataset - link 
 
Australian Institute for Health and Welfare (AIHW)  
- Heart, stroke and vascular disease: Australian facts – update 
 
TGA 
- Database of section 19A approvals to import and supply medicines to address medicine shortages 
- AusPARs:  
-- Hympavzi for routine prophylaxis of bleeding episodes in patients 12 years of age and older with 
severe haemophilia A (congenital factor VIII deficiency, FVIII < 1%) without factor VIII inhibitors or 
severe haemophilia B (congenital factor IX deficiency, FIX < 1%) without factor IX inhibitors 
Prescription medicine registrations - link  
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – INTERNATIONAL  

BBC Health News 
- Heat-sensitive label on vaccines developed - link 
 
British National Formulary 
- BNF/BNFC newsletter: October 2025 
- Respiratory syncytial virus immunisation - update 
  
Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologies in Health 
- Upfront Dual Therapy for Pulmonary Arterial Hypertension - link 
- Emerging Antiviral Drugs to Prevent or Treat Influenza - link 
 
Department of Health and Social Care UK 
- New campaign to alert young people to the dangers of ketamine, counterfeit medicines and 
adulterated THC vapes - link 
 
electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- New products 
-- Hezkue (sildenafil) 12.5 mg/actuation, white to off-white oromucosal suspension with a mint aroma 
flavour for use in adult men with erectile dysfunction. The recommended dose is 2 mL (4 pumps) 
taken as needed, equivalent to 50 mg of sildenafil, approximately one hour before sexual activity 
-- Mynzepli (aflibercept) 40 mg/mL solution for injection pre-filled syringe - biosimilar for neovascular 
(wet) age-related macular degeneration, visual impairment due to macular oedema secondary to 
retinal vein occlusion, and visual impairment due to diabetic macular oedema or myopic choroidal 
neovascularisation 
- Extended indications 
-- Dupixent (dupilumab) - new indication of treatment of chronic spontaneous urticaria in patients aged 
12 years and older whose disease is not adequately controlled with H1 antihistamine treatment- link 
 
European Medicines Agency (EMA) 
- EMA partners with content creators to promote safe and responsible use of GLP-1 medicines - link 
- European CHMP meeting highlights (October 2025) 
-- Two new medicines recommended for approval: Brinsupri (brensocatib), the first treatment for non-
cystic fibrosis bronchiectasis; Wayrilz (rilzabrutinib), for immune thrombocytopenia in adults who are 
refractory to other treatments 
-- Negative opinion for 2 medicine: Rezurock (belumosudil) for chronic graft-versus-host disease 
-- Extensions of indication for eight medicines: Breyanzi, Cejemly, Gazyvaro, Libtayo, Paxlovid, 
Pyrukynd, Tremfya, Scemblix 
-- Withdrawal of application: Hydrocortisone Aguettant (hydrocortisone) developed to prevent 
bronchopulmonary dysplasia in preterm (premature) infants 
-- Outcome of re-examination on recommendation for Austedo (deutetrabenazine) 
-- Marketing authorisation of the sickle cell disease medicine Oxbryta remains suspended 
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Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- New Drug approvals 
-- revumenib for relapsed or refractory acute myeloid leukemia with a susceptible NPM1 mutation 
-- belantamab mafodotin-blmf for relapsed or refractory multiple myeloma 
-- Lynkuet (elinzanetant) for moderate-to-severe vasomotor symptoms due to menopause 
-- Third-Ever Drug for Lupus Nephritis - Obinutuzumab (Gazyva) 
-- Rybelsus to Reduce CV Risk in T2D 
 
Institute for Public Policy Research UK 
- Taking stock: Counting the economic costs of alcohol harm - link 
 
International Menopause Society 
- World Menopause Day: 18th October – 6 fact sheets 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) 
- #MedSafetyWeek (3-9 November 2025): A call to action to improve patient safety - link 
- Approves concizumab (Alhemo) to prevent or reduce the frequency of bleeding episodes in people 
aged 12 years and older with haemophilia A or B with inhibitors - link 
- Smashes major illicit weight loss medicine production facility in record seizure - link 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) UK  
- Record numbers accessing HIV prevention treatment - link 
- Lorlatinib for ALK-+ve advanced NSCLC not treated with an ALK inhibitor (TA1103) 
- Preparing for the next breakthroughs in liver disease treatments - link 
 
OpenPrescribing UK 
- New SGLT-2 inhibitor measures on OpenPrescribing and OpenPrescribing Hospitals - link 
 
Resuscitation Council UK 
- 2025 Resuscitation Guidelines - link 
 
Science Media Centre 
- Expert reaction to conference abstract on the association between hormone therapy and 
autoimmune disease risk - link 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- Annual medicines planning publication: prescribing outlook 2025 - link 
- Biosimilar and key generic medicines – December 2025 update 
- Omeprazole for use within antenatal and maternity services: updated protocol - link 
- Updated PGD templates: 
-- Buccal midazolam for seizures or symptomatic cocaine toxicity management: - link 
-- Diazepam injection for seizures or symptomatic cocaine toxicity management - link 
-- Rectal diazepam for managing seizures - link 
- Updated reproductive health protocol 
-- Lidocaine 10mg/ml spray for IUC insertion or removal – link 
-- Lidocaine plus prilocaine cream for IUC insertion or removal - link 
 
The King’s Fund (UK) 
- Implementation and scaling of AI in health and social care - link 
 
UK Health Security Agency 
- Meningococcal disease and ciprofloxacin: PGD template updated (for management of clusters) 
- Candidozyma auris: information for patients and visitors - link 
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MEDICATION SAFETY 

Australian and New Zealand College of Anaesthetists (ANZCA) & Faculty of Pain Medicine 
- Residual anaesthetic drugs in the dead space volume of IV lines - link 
 
electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- Revised SPCs 
-- Daktarin creams and powders/Daktacort hydrocortisone cream (topical miconazole products) - 
miconazole administered systemically is known to inhibit CYP3A4/2C9, and while systemic absorption 
is limited with topical formulations, concomitant use with warfarin/other VKAs should be done with 
caution & anticoagulant effect carefully monitored and titrated 
-- Imigran (sumatriptan) – secreted into breast milk, with average relative infant doses of <4% 
following a single dose. Infant exposure can be minimised by avoiding breast-feeding for 12 hours 
after treatment. Breast pain also added as a rare ADR 
-- Ozempic (semaglutide) solution for injection in pre-filled pen- all strengths - trial results with respect 
to renal outcomes added to indications and ADR sections highlighting that in the FLOW trial in 
patients with type 2 diabetes mellitus & CKD, there were no new serious or severe ADRs identified 
-- Perjeta (pertuzumab) - alternative diluent (0.45% sodium chloride solution) for administration by IV 
infusion added in addition to currently recommended 0.9% sodium chloride solution. Also warning that 
it contains polysorbate 20, which may cause allergic reactions 
-- ProQuad (live measles, mumps, rubella and varicella vaccine) pre-filled syringe - review of >3500 
women in early stages of pregnancy who were unknowingly administered a rubella vaccine. There 
were no cases of congenital rubella syndrome. Recommendations remain not to give ProQuad in 
pregnancy, & pregnancy to be avoided for 1 month after dose. 
-- Vaborem (meropenem-vaborbactam) injection - drug-induced liver injury added as an uncommon 
ADR. If severe liver injury occurs discontinuation should be considered. Patients with pre-existing liver 
disorders should have liver function monitored during treatment, but no dose adjustment is required 
-- Vibramycin-D (doxycycline) Dispersible - interaction with rifampicin may shorten doxycycline half-life 
therefore consider an increase in daily dosage. Now includes a link to the EUCAST breakpoints for 
doxycycline. 
- Risk minimisation materials 
-- Sodium Valproate Strandhaven 200 mg/5 ml Oral Solution - Risk minimisation materials now 
include a DHCP letter on valproate containing medicines and potential risk of neurodevelopmental 
disorders in children of fathers treated with valproate in the 3 months prior to conception, outlining 
new safety measures. 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- FDA provides update to HCPs about risk of inadvertent intrathecal (spinal) administration of 
tranexamic acid injection - link 
-- SPARTAN and vROX may be harmful due to hidden drug ingredient 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) UK 
- Isotretinoin – updates to prescribing guidance and survey of services - link 
- Side effects from drug interactions to be predicted by AI before reaching patients - link 
 
Medsafe (New Zealand Medicines and Medical Devices Safety Authority) 
- Estradot (estradiol) transdermal patches: reports of quality and efficacy concerns - link 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- Navigating medicine supply issues in secondary care - link 
- Considerations and interactions with GLP-1 receptor agonists - link 
- Paracetamol and pregnancy - reminder that taking paracetamol during pregnancy remains safe - link 
 
TGA 
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- Product Information safety updates - October 2025 
- Serious Scarcity Substitution Instruments (SSSIs) - link 
- Information about major medicine shortages – link 
-- About the shortage of intravenous (IV) fluids - link 
-- About the supply of oral opioid products - link 
-- About the shortage of metformin immediate-release tablets - link 
-- About the shortage of Pegasys (peginterferon alfa-2a) injection - link 
-- About the shortage of methylphenidate hydrochloride products - link 
 

PAPERS OF INTEREST 

American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy (AJHP)  
- Perioperative pain management: Leveraging clinical pharmacist practitioners to improve opioid 
safety in veterans - link 
- Implementation of vancomycin area under the curve therapeutic drug monitoring: Evaluation of 
procedural changes at a multihospital community health system - link 
- Effect of a patient-specific QTc alert on decreasing prescribing of QTc-prolonging medications in 
outpatients - link 
- Rising with cardio-oncology: Clinical considerations of cardiotoxicity with select anticancer drug 
therapies - link 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
- Chronic Coronary Artery Disease - link 
- Step Accumulation Patterns and Risk for Cardiovascular Events and Mortality Among Suboptimally 
Active Adults - link 
- The Mediterranean Diet for Irritable Bowel Syndrome: A Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
 
Archives of Disease in Childhood 
- Economic modelling of providing ‘spare’ adrenaline autoinjectors to all schools to improve the 
management of anaphylaxis - link 
 
Arthritis & Rheumatology 
- Editorial: Voclosporin Nephrotoxicity: A Myth Debunked? - link 
- Expert Perspective: How, When, and Why to Potentially Stop Antiresorptive Drugs in Osteoporosis - 
link 
- Three-Year Results of Tapering Tumor Necrosis Factor Inhibitor to Withdrawal Compared to Stable 
Tumor Necrosis Factor Inhibitor Among Patients With Rheumatoid Arthritis in Sustained Remission: A 
Multicenter Randomized Trial - link 
 
British Journal of Clinical Pharmacology 
- Psychoactive prescription drug use and misuse in patients on opioid agonist treatment - link 
- Overcoming barriers to adherence through innovative injectable medications: A systematic review of 
therapeutic options for cardiovascular disease, reported adherence, and perspectives on their use - 
link 
- The persistence of chronic opioid use in patients with inflammatory bowel disease—A nationwide 
cohort study - link 
- Human vs. artificial intelligence: Physicians outperform ChatGPT in real-world pharmacotherapy 
counselling - link 
 
British Journal of General Practice 
- Older patients with heart failure managed in primary care versus cardiology care: a register-based 
study - link 
 
British Journal of Psychiatry 
- Risk of self-harm and suicide associated with the use of opioid analgesics – link 
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https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70321
https://bjgp.org/content/early/2025/10/17/BJGP.2025.0044
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/the-british-journal-of-psychiatry/article/risk-of-selfharm-and-suicide-associated-with-the-use-of-opioid-analgesics/3D684128673FAA3E7DF23940F6E2F9A0
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- Examining the safety profile of clozapine versus other antipsychotics: systematic review and meta-
analysis - link 
 
British Medical Journal (BMJ) 
- Comparative efficacy and safety of exercise modalities in knee osteoarthritis: systematic review and 
network meta-analysis - link 
- Sodium-glucose cotransporter-2 inhibitors and risk of autoimmune rheumatic diseases: population 
based cohort study - link 
- Advances in the pathophysiology, diagnosis, and management of celiac disease - link 
- PubMed running on autopilot during federal shutdown and key expert independent committee 
abolished - link 
- Global resurgence of pertussis in infants - link 
- The UK must defend drug price controls - link 
- 10-Minute Consultation: Osteopenia - link 
- Management of non-specific low back pain without drugs: Clinical Practice Update - link 
- Effects of extreme heat on physiology, morbidity, and mortality under climate change: mechanisms 
and clinical implications - link 
 
Canadian Pharmacists Journal 
- Improving medication safety and prescribing of higher-risk medications in individuals with chronic 
kidney disease: A validation study - link 
 
Circulation  
- Urinary tract infection and continuation of sodium-glucose cotransporter-2 inhibitors in diabetic 
patients - link 
- Short-Term Anticoagulation versus Dual Antiplatelet Therapy for Preventing Device Thrombosis 
Following Left Atrial Appendage Closure: The ANDES Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Role of Circadian Health in Cardiometabolic Health and Disease Risk: A Scientific Statement From 
the American Heart Association - link 
 
Cochrane  
- Molnupiravir for treating COVID‐19 - link 

- Propofol for sedation during colonoscopy - link 
- Oral nicotine pouches for cessation or reduction of use of other tobacco or nicotine products - link 
- Hormone therapy in postmenopausal women and risk of endometrial hyperplasia or endometrial 
cancer - link 
- Riboflavin supplements for blood pressure lowering in adults - link 
- Immunoglobulin for myasthenia gravis - link 
- Pharmacological and non‐pharmacological treatments for impulsive‐compulsive behaviors in 

Parkinson's disease - link 
 
Drug and Therapeutics Bulletin 
- Nifedipine or labetalol for hypertension in pregnancy - link 
- DTB select: Oral contraception and GLP-1 agonists - link 
 
European Heart Journal  
- Socioeconomic deprivation: barriers to guideline implementation for cardiovascular disease - link 
 
European Journal of Hospital Pharmacy  
- Incidence of hypokalaemia in tazobactam/piperacillin-treated patients and identification of risk 
factors: a retrospective observational study - link 
- Maintaining the stability of furosemide tablets during enteral feeding tube delivery using PVC and 
non-PVC tubes, in accordance with hospital protocols - link 
- Transitions of care: integrating pharmacists to prevent harm worldwide - link 
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https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/advance-article/doi/10.1093/eurheartj/ehaf788/8290387
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/abs/10.1161/CIRCULATIONAHA.125.077469
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/full/10.1161/CIR.0000000000001388
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https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/eurheartj/ehaf735/8300074?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://ejhp.bmj.com/content/early/2025/10/16/ejhpharm-2025-004712
https://ejhp.bmj.com/content/early/2025/10/16/ejhpharm-2025-004562
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- Drug-induced acute generalised exanthematous pustulosis: insights from FAERS data on a rare but 
severe cutaneous adverse reaction - link 
- Vedolizumab trough concentrations and clinical outcomes in patients with Crohn’s disease: a real-
world observational study comparing intravenous and subcutaneous administration - link 
- Hypoglycaemic coma induced by a falsified semaglutide product: a case report - link 
- Hypomagnesaemia with niraparib: the need for comprehensive adverse effect reporting in drug 
labelling - link 
 
Internal Medicine Journal 
- Review: Cardiovascular disease management and prevention: the new frontier in the management 
of patients with human immunodeficiency virus infection - link 
 
International Journal of Clinical Pharmacy 
- The effect of empagliflozin on renal outcomes compared to sitagliptin with type 2 diabetes: target 
trial emulation using electronic medical records - link 
- Comparative evaluation of pregnancy-related adverse events associated with proton pump inhibitors 
using the FDA adverse event reporting system database - link 
- Effectiveness and safety of different antiplatelet therapies for minor ischemic stroke or high-risk 
transient ischemic attack: a systematic review and network meta-analysis - link 
- Real-world safety assessment of ublituximab: a pharmacovigilance analysis based on the FDA 
adverse event reporting system - link 
- Comparative risks of inflammatory bowel disease in patients with type 2 diabetes mellitus treated 
with SGLT-2 inhibitors versus DPP-4 inhibitors: a real-world nationwide cohort study - link 
- Implementing a clinical pharmacy intervention for older adult inpatients with chronic non-cancer pain: 
a feasibility study - link 
- European Society of Clinical Pharmacy: 5 steps of medication safety—medication without harm, 
where are we now? - link 
 
International Journal for Quality in Health Care 
- Sequential risk and impact analyses in securing chemotherapy circuit through traceability 
digitalization and RFID technology implementation - link 
 

JAMA 
- Single Treatment with MM120 (Lysergide) in Generalized Anxiety Disorder: A Randomized Clinical 
Trial - link 
- Lung Cancer in Nonsmoking Individuals: A Review ; Syphilis: A Review 
- Patient Page: What Is Small Cell Lung Cancer? - link 
- Eltrombopag for Newly Diagnosed Pediatric Immune Thrombocytopenia Requiring Treatment: The 
PINES Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Postpartum Hemorrhage - link 
- Closed-Loop Insulin Delivery in Type 1 Diabetes in Pregnancy: The CIRCUIT Randomized Clinical 
Trial - link 
- Respiratory Syncytial Virus Vaccination in Adult Allogeneic Hematopoietic Cell Transplant 
Recipients – link 
 
JAMA Internal Medicine 
- Effectiveness of Colchicine for the Treatment of Long COVID: A Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- The Swinging Pendulum of Menopausal Hormone Therapy - link 
 
Journal of the American College of Cardiology 
- Intensive Blood Pressure Control in Older Patients with Hypertension: 6-Year Results of the STEP 
Trial - link 
- Modest Effects of Intensive Blood Pressure–Lowering on Quality of Life in Patients at High 
Cardiovascular Risk: The ESPRIT Trial - link 
 

mailto:nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au
https://ejhp.bmj.com/content/early/2025/10/21/ejhpharm-2025-004806
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https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-02024-9
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https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2838505
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2840343
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2840085
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2840345
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2840458
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2840462
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2840675
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2839365
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/article-abstract/2840468
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/article-abstract/2840561
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Journal of Pharmacy Practice and Research (JPPR) 
- Hospital pharmacist interventions to correct medication errors on discharge prescriptions: a 
prospective observational study - link 
- Direct oral anticoagulant use in under-represented populations with atrial fibrillation: a survey of 
Australian pharmacist practice - link 
 
Lancet 
- Cloxacillin versus cefazolin for meticillin-susceptible Staphylococcus aureus bacteraemia (CloCeBa): 
a prospective, open-label, multicentre, non-inferiority, randomised clinical trial - link 
- Community-acquired pneumonia - link 
- The effects of antidepressants on cardiometabolic and other physiological parameters: a systematic 
review and network meta-analysis - link 
- Non-coeliac gluten sensitivity - link 
- Inclusion of women who are pregnant, lactating, or of reproductive potential in clinical trials: health, 
ethical, and regulatory considerations - link 
 
Lancet Diabetes & Endocrinology 
- Recent advances in research and care of familial hypercholesterolaemia - link 
- Post-treatment renin status and cardiovascular, renal, and mortality outcomes in medically treated 
primary aldosteronism: a systematic review and meta-analysis - link 
 
Lancet Healthy Longevity Home 
- Cognitive decline before and after mid-to-late-life smoking cessation: a longitudinal analysis of 
prospective cohort studies from 12 countries - link 
 
Lancet Infectious Diseases 
- Future-proofing tuberculosis therapy: framework for concurrent drug and resistance testing 
development - link 
- Vaccine effectiveness of a bivalent respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) pre-F vaccine against RSV-
associated hospital admission among adults aged 75–79 years in England: a multicentre, test-
negative, case–control study - link 
 
Lancet Psychiatry 
- Psychotic symptoms during pharmacological treatment of ADHD: clinical considerations and 
research needs - link 
- Ketamine versus ECT for major depression: flawed evidence base - link 
 
Molecular Diversity Preservation International (MDPI) – Pharmacy Journal 
- Optimizing Drug Therapy in ECMO-Supported Critically Ill Adults: A Narrative Review and Clinical 
Guide - link 
 
Medical Journal of Australia  
- Perspective: Adult attention deficit hyperactivity disorder in Australia: how its current commercial 
model for diagnosis and treatment is encouraging misdiagnosis - link 
- Effectiveness of COVID‐19 vaccine boosters for reducing COVID‐19 mortality among people aged 

65 years or older, Australia, August 2023 – February 2024: a retrospective observational cohort study 
- link 
- Letter: Medication delivery and dispensing interval preferences of people who use antihypertensive 
medications in Australia: a survey study - link 
- Concurrent use of hormonal long‐acting reversible contraception by women of reproductive age 

dispensed teratogenic medications, Australia, 2013–2021 – letter - letter 
 
Neurology 
- Timing and Safety of Anticoagulation Reinitiation After Intracranial Hemorrhage in Patients with 
Mechanical Valves: A Meta-Analysis - link 

mailto:nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jppr.70048
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jppr.70043
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(25)01624-1/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(25)01493-X/abstract
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https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(25)01533-8/abstract
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https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landia/article/PIIS2213-8587(25)00286-4/abstract
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landia/article/PIIS2213-8587(25)00263-3/abstract
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanhl/article/PIIS2666-7568(25)00072-8/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(25)00547-X/abstract
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(25)00546-8/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpsy/article/PIIS2215-0366(25)00248-2/abstract
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https://www.mdpi.com/2226-4787/13/6/151
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2025/223/8/adult-attention-deficit-hyperactivity-disorder-australia-how-its-current
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2025/223/8/effectiveness-covid-19-vaccine-boosters-reducing-covid-19-mortality-among-people
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2025/223/8/medication-delivery-and-dispensing-interval-preferences-people-who-use
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New England Journal of Medicine 
- A Phase 3 Trial of Telitacicept for Systemic Lupus Erythematosus - link 
- ctDNA-Guided Adjuvant Atezolizumab in Muscle-Invasive Bladder Cancer - link 
- Disitamab Vedotin plus Toripalimab in HER2-Expressing Advanced Urothelial Cancer - link 
- Improved Survival with Enzalutamide in Biochemically Recurrent Prostate Cancer - link 
- Nivolumab for Resected Stage III or IV Melanoma at 9 Years - link 
- Sacituzumab Govitecan in Untreated, Advanced Triple-Negative Breast Cancer - link 
- Sacituzumab Tirumotecan in EGFR-TKI–Resistant, EGFR-Mutated Advanced NSCLC - link 
- Hair Loss in Women - link 
- Involving Palliative Care to Improve Outcomes in Sickle Cell Disease - link 
- Thirty Years of Hydroxyurea for Sickle Cell Anemia — Scientific Progress, Global Health Gaps - link 
- Survival with Osimertinib plus Chemotherapy in EGFR-Mutated Advanced NSCLC - link 
 
Obstetrics and Gynecology 
- Intravaginal Vitamin C for the Treatment and Prevention of Bacterial Vaginosis: A Systematic 
Review and Meta-analysis - link 
 
Pediatrics (American Academy of Pediatrics) 
- Recommendations for the Prevention of RSV Disease in Infants and Children: Policy Statement 
- Recommendations for COVID-19 Vaccines in Infants, Children, and Adolescents: Policy Statement 
- Radiographic Uncertainty and Antibiotic Prescribing in Pediatric Pneumonia - link 
- Late Antibiotic Use Among Preterm Infants Admitted to the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit - link 
 
Pharmacotherapy 
- Developing New Drugs for the COVID-19 Emergency: Anatomy of the U.S. Response - link 
- High-Throughput Screening for Prescribing Cascades Among Real-World Angiotensin-II Receptor 
Blockers (ARBs) Initiators - link 
 
Research in Social and Administrative Pharmacy 
- Causes and management of drug shortages: a scoping review - link 
 

CONSULTATIONS 

Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- NCTGF consultation for NSQHS Standards (third edition) - closing 5 December 2025 - link 

 
TGA  
- Product Information as a package insert - consumer administered injectables - closes on 7 
November 2025 - link  
 

WEBINARS & PODCASTS 

Australian Prescriber Podcasts 
- Episode 200 – Therapeutic Guidelines Oral and Dental update 
 
MJA Podcasts 
- Episode 20: Australia's new Lung cancer screening program 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

AdPHa  
- Medicines Management 2025, 27-29 November 2025, Melbourne – register  
 
FIP 
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https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMcp2412146
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2505493
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https://journals.lww.com/greenjournal/fulltext/9900/intravaginal_vitamin_c_for_the_treatment_and.1389.aspx
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/doi/10.1542/peds.2025-073923/203221/Recommendations-for-the-Prevention-of-RSV-Disease
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https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article-abstract/doi/10.1542/peds.2025-071372/204575/Late-Antibiotic-Use-Among-Preterm-Infants-Admitted?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://accpjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/phar.70070
https://accpjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/phar.70068
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1551741125004760
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/newsroom/consultations/nctgf-consultation-nsqhs-standards-third-edition
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/consultation/consultation-product-information-package-insert-consumer-administered-injectables
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/podcast/episode-200-Therapeutic-Guidelines-Oral-and-Dental-update.html
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https://mm2025.adpha.au/
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- Webinar: Pharmacists Leading the Way in Medication Safety, 3 November 2025, 13:00-14:30 CET - 
register  

 

Fortnightly TAG Mail – resources list        16th October 2025 

NSW TAG ACTIVITIES 

Upcoming TAG meeting dates 
-TAG General Meeting – 30th October 3-4.30pm 
-TAG AGM - 30th October- 4.30-5pm 
 
Contact Sasha Bennett at sasha.bennett@svha.org.au for information about any email 
discussions, publications or upcoming meetings.  

EDITOR’S PICKS  

AJC: Efficacy and Safety of Different Combinations of Add-on Diuretic Therapy in Acute HF-link  
AP: Sun protection: a practical guide for health professionals - link 
BJCP: Beyond GLP-1s: Blueprint for systemic therapeutics that will reshape aging and medicine - link 
BJP: Rethinking placebo-controlled clinical trials in psychedelic therapies for psychiatric illness - link 
BJP: Evaluation of 96 cases of apparent clozapine-induced severe neutropenia - link 
BJP: Stroke risk with risperidone in dementia with and without comorbid CVD - link 
BMJ: Why can’t we do anything about delirium? - link 
BMJ: Why older people are still excluded from health research—and what can be done - link 
BMJ EM: Tramadol versus placebo for chronic pain - link 
CADTH: Re-Treatment With Immune Checkpoint Inhibitors: Utilization Analysis - link 
EHJ: Great debate: fire-and-forget beats personalized lipid-lowering treatment - link 
EHJ: Randomized trials in CV, kidney, and metabolic diseases: late-phase drug development - link 
Gastro: AGA Clinical Practice Guideline on Management of Gastroparesis - link 
IJCP: Prevalence of medication-related hospital readmissions after bariatric surgery - link 
JAMA: AI, Health, and Health Care Today and Tomorrow - link 
JACC: Personalized or Standard Duration of Dual Antiplatelet Therapy After PCI - link 

JHND: BDA Guidelines for the Dietary Management of Chronic Constipation in Adults – link 
JPPR: Patient isolation impacts on time to analgesia in the emergency department - link 
JPPR: Carbon footprint of different medication packaging items at an Australian tertiary hospital - link 
Lancet ID: The Emerging Resistance Index: tracking early resistance to new antibiotics - link 
Lancet RespMed: Morphine for chronic breathlessness (MABEL) in the UK - link 
Menopause: Menopausal hormone therapy for breast cancer patients: current evidence - link 
MJA: Opioids and the challenges of managing chronic non‐cancer pain in rural Australia - link 

MJA: The role of GLP‐1 receptor agonists in the management of obesity – letter - letter 

MHRA Blog: Spiegelhalter: Regulation in an age of personalised medicine - link 
RPS: Digital Innovation and Education Roundtable Report - link 
TGA: - Imported melatonin samples - Summary report 
 

OTHER NEWS 

Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- Full agenda now available for NMS 2025 - link 
- IPC Week 2025 – A proactive approach to IPC: Identify the risk, Protect patients and the workforce, 
Control the spread of infection - link 
 
NSW Health 
- Measles alert for Sydney’s northern beaches [2 October 2025] 
 
TGA 
- Vapes: information for pharmacists - link ; Supplying therapeutic vapes in pharmacies - link 
- Sunscreens using same base formulation as Ultra Violette Lean Screen SPF 50+ sunscreen - link 
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https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/the-british-journal-of-psychiatry/article/risk-of-stroke-associated-with-risperidone-in-dementia-with-and-without-comorbid-cardiovascular-disease-populationbased-matched-cohort-study/685237BF310FCAA517FD27C5613E82F1
https://www.bmj.com/content/391/bmj.r2003
https://www.bmj.com/content/391/bmj.r2048
https://ebm.bmj.com/content/early/2025/09/26/bmjebm-2025-114101
https://www.cda-amc.ca/re-treatment-immune-checkpoint-inhibitors-utilization-analysis
https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/advance-article/doi/10.1093/eurheartj/ehaf567/8272624
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https://www.gastrojournal.org/article/S0016-5085(25)05857-3/fulltext?referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.evidencealerts.com%2F
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-02017-8
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2840175
https://www.jacc.org/doi/10.1016/j.jacc.2025.08.040
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jhn.70133?msockid=1109558951b3604b35f641fd50d061fc
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jppr.70045
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jppr.70044
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https://journals.lww.com/menopausejournal/fulltext/9900/menopausal_hormone_therapy_for_breast_cancer.532.aspx
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REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – AUSTRALIA 

Agency for Clinical Innovation, NSW (ACI) 
The latest weekly Evidence Digest can be found here 
- Understanding CAR T-cell therapy: Fact sheet for patients 
 
AHPRA 
- National Prescribing Competencies Framework – Embedding quality use of medicines into 
Practice, 3rd edition - link 
 
TGA 
- Database of section 19A approvals to import and supply medicines to address medicine shortages 
- AusPARs:  
-- Dexrazoxane-Reach for reducing the incidence and severity of cardiomyopathy associated with 
doxorubicin administration in women with metastatic breast cancer who have received a cumulative 
doxorubicin dose of 300 mg/m2 and who will continue to receive doxorubicin therapy to maintain 
tumour control 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – INTERNATIONAL  

Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) USA 
- Pharmacologic and Nonpharmacologic Treatments for Posttraumatic Stress Disorder: An Update of 
the PTSD Repository Evidence Base - link 
  
Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologies in Health 
- Re-Treatment With Immune Checkpoint Inhibitors: Utilization Analysis - link 
 
electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- New products 
-- Enwylma (denosumab) 120mg solution for injection - Biosimilar for prevention of skeletal related 
events in adults with advanced malignancies involving bone, & treatment of adults/skeletally mature 
adolescents with giant cell tumour of bone that is unresectable or where resection is likely to result in 
severe morbidity 
-- Plaobes (liraglutide) 6 mg/ml solution for injection in pre-filled pen - biosimilar approved for use in 
the treatment of weight management as an adjunct to a reduced-calorie diet and increased physical 
activity in adults and adolescents, according to the stated BMI criteria 
-- ProQuad® (measles, mumps, rubella and varicella vaccine, live) powder and solvent for suspension 
for injection in a pre-filled syringe - for simultaneous vaccination against measles, mumps, rubella & 
varicella in individuals from 12 months of age. Can also be administered to individuals from 9 months 
of age under special circumstances (e.g. outbreaks, travel to region with high prevalence of measles) 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- New Drug approvals 
-- cemiplimab-rwlc for adjuvant treatment of cutaneous squamous cell carcinoma 
-- risperidone (Uzedy) Indication expanded to once-monthly, extended-release injectable suspension 
for maintenance treatment of bipolar I disorder in adults 
-- lurbinectedin in combination with atezolizumab or atezolizumab and hyaluronidase-tqjs for 
extensive-stage small cell lung cancer 
-- nerandomilast (Jascayd) to treat idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis 
-- Rinvoq Updated indication in IBD - in patients with moderately to severely active ulcerative colitis 
and Crohn’s disease after one systemic therapy if TNF blockers are inadvisable 
-- Roflumilast’s AD approval extended to ages 2-5 with mild-to-moderate atopic dermatitis 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) 
- Sir David Spiegelhalter: Regulation in an age of personalised medicine - link 
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https://aci.health.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0015/1022208/ACI-Understanding-CAR-T-cells-patient-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.ahpra.gov.au/About-Ahpra/Our-engagement-activities/National-Prescribing-Competencies-Framework.aspx
https://www.tga.gov.au/ws-s19a-index
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/auspar/dexrazoxane-reach
https://effectivehealthcare.ahrq.gov/products/ptsd-pharm-non-pharm-treatment/research
https://www.cda-amc.ca/re-treatment-immune-checkpoint-inhibitors-utilization-analysis
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/
https://www.fda.gov/drugs/resources-information-approved-drugs/fda-approves-cemiplimab-rwlc-adjuvant-treatment-cutaneous-squamous-cell-carcinoma
https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/fda-expands-uzedy-indication-bipolar-i-disorder-2025a1000rk1
https://www.fda.gov/drugs/resources-information-approved-drugs/fda-approves-lurbinectedin-combination-atezolizumab-or-atezolizumab-and-hyaluronidase-tqjs-extensive
https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/drugsatfda_docs/label/2025/218764s000lbl.pdf
https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/fda-grants-rinvoq-updated-indication-ibd-2025a1000rph
https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/fda-extends-topical-roflumilasts-atopic-dermatitis-approval-2025a1000quo
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/sir-david-spiegelhalter-regulation-in-an-age-of-personalised-medicine
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- Dr Nicola Rose: A new antibiotic is positive news – but it will take more to stay ahead of superbugs - 
link 
- 100 years of protecting patients through biological standards for medicines - link 
- The new Innovative Licensing and Access Pathway welcomes first investigational products - link 
 
National Pharmacy Association UK 
- How medicines optimisation would save the NHS billions - link 
 
NHS Scotland 
- Accepted for use: 
-- Durvalumab (Imfinzi®) for the treatment of endometrial cancer 
-- Fruquintinib (Fruzaqla®) for the treatment of metastatic colorectal cancer 
- Accepted for restricted use: 
-- Belantamab mafodotin (Blenrep®) in combination with bortezomib and dexamethasone for multiple 
myeloma 
-- Nusinersen (Spinraza®) for the treatment of spinal muscular atrophy 
- Not recommended: 
-- Belantamab mafodotin (Blenrep®) in combination with pomalidomide and dexamethasone for 
multiple myeloma 
-- Capivasertib (Truqap®) in combination with fulvestrant for HER2-negative breast cancer with one or 
more PIK3CA/AKT1/PTEN-alterations 
-- Linzagolix (Yselty®) for the treatment of endometriosis 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) UK  
- NICE checklist for primary care - link 
- Garadacimab for preventing recurrent attacks of hereditary angioedema in people 12 years and over 
(TA1101) 
- Sparsentan for treating primary IgA nephropathy – minor update (TA1074) 
- Targeted-release budesonide for treating primary IgA nephropathy – minor update (TA937) 
- Artificial intelligence (AI) technologies to aid opportunistic detection of vertebral fragility fractures: 
early value assessment (HTE34) 
- Rehabilitation for chronic neurological disorders including acquired brain injury (NG252) 
 
Royal Pharmaceutical Society 
- RPS Digital Innovation and Education Roundtable Report - link 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- Patient Group Direction for supply of Nitrofurantoin and Trimethoprim for Urinary Tract Infection UTI 
- Inducting pharmacy procurement staff - link 
 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
- Regional Roadmap to accelerate actions on antimicrobial resistance in the human health sector in 
the South-East Asia Region (2025–2030) - link 
- SEAHEARTS: Accelerating prevention and control of cardiovascular diseases in the South-East 
Asia Region - link 
- Global antibiotic resistance surveillance report 2025 - link 
- WHO warns of widespread resistance to common antibiotics worldwide - link 
- WHO announces the development of new recommendations on HTLV-1 - link 
- WHO releases new reports on new tests and treatments in development for bacterial infections - link 
- WHO Accelerator Platform for Novel TB regimens - link 
 

MEDICATION SAFETY 

Community Pharmacy England 
- Reminder to pharmacy owners and their teams about risk of severe and fatal burns with paraffin-
containing and paraffin-free emollients - link 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/dr-nicola-rose-a-new-antibiotic-is-positive-news-but-it-will-take-more-to-stay-ahead-of-superbugs
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/100-years-of-protecting-patients-through-biological-standards-for-medicines
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/the-new-innovative-licensing-and-access-pathway-welcomes-first-investigational-products
https://www.npa.co.uk/membership/overview/campaigning-and-advocacy/medicines-optimisation/
https://scottishmedicines.org.uk/medicines-advice/durvalumab-imfinzi-full-smc2797/
https://scottishmedicines.org.uk/medicines-advice/fruquintinib-fruzaqla-ft-resub-smc2858/
https://scottishmedicines.org.uk/medicines-advice/belantamab-mafodotin-blenrep-full-smc2727/
https://scottishmedicines.org.uk/medicines-advice/nusinersen-spinraza-uo-reassessment-smc2805/
https://scottishmedicines.org.uk/medicines-advice/belantamab-mafodotin-blenrep-full-smc2747/
https://scottishmedicines.org.uk/medicines-advice/capivasertib-truqap-full-smc2823/
https://scottishmedicines.org.uk/medicines-advice/linzagolix-yselty-abb-smc2841/
https://mcusercontent.com/7864f766b10b8edd18f19aa56/files/a18966d6-e735-30dc-31ae-d065df495f40/Primary_care_checklist_Sept2025.pdf
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta1101
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta1074
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta937
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/hte34
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng252
https://www.rpharms.com/about-us/news/details/we-are-calling-for-digital-and-ai-skills-to-become-a-core-competency-for-healthcare-professionals
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/nitrofurantoin-for-urinary-tract-infection-uti/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/trimethoprim-for-urinary-tract-infection-uti/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/inducting-pharmacy-procurement-staff/
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789290221159
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789290221500
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240116337
https://www.who.int/news/item/13-10-2025-who-warns-of-widespread-resistance-to-common-antibiotics-worldwide
https://www.who.int/news/item/09-10-2025-who-announces-the-development-of-new-recommendations-on-htlv-1
https://www.who.int/news/item/02-10-2025-who-releases-new-reports-on-new-tests-and-treatments-in-development-for-bacterial-infections
https://www.who.int/news/item/01-10-2025-WHO-Accelerator-Platform-for-Novel-TB-regimens
https://cpe.org.uk/our-news/emollients-risk-of-severe-and-fatal-burns-with-paraffin-containing-and-paraffin-free-emollients/
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electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- Revised SPCs 
-- Daktarin Sugar Free oral gel - fixed drug eruption as an ADR of unknown frequency 
-- Dutasteride/Tamsulosin - reports of mood alterations (depressed mood, depression and, less 
frequently suicidal ideation) in patients treated with another oral 5-alpha reductase inhibitor. Patients 
should be advised to seek medical advice if any of these symptoms occur 
-- Evrysdi (risdiplam) - availability of a film-coated tablet dosage form, and that the tablet or the tablet 
mixture should not be administered via a nasogastric or gastrostomy tube, but the powder for oral 
solution may be administered this way.  
-- Exelon (rivastigmine) 4.6 mg/24h transdermal patch - pleurothotonus (Pisa syndrome) as ADR of 
unknown frequency 
-- Inflectra (infliximab) - contains 0.5 mg of polysorbate 80 in each vial which is equivalent to 0.05 
mg/mL - polysorbates may cause allergic reactions 
-- Juluca 50 mg/25 mg (dolutegravir, rilpivirine) - reversible sideroblastic anaemia reported very rarely 
in dolutegravir-containing regimens. The contribution of dolutegravir in these cases is unclear 
-- Mounjaro (tirzepatide) KwikPen – results from a PIII study (SUMMIT) of its use in adults with obesity 
and chronic heart failure with preserved ejection fraction (≥50%). Information on storage conditions 
after first use has also been added 
-- Ritalin (methylphenidate) - reports of increased intraocular pressure and glaucoma associated with 
methylphenidate treatment. Other added ADRs include obsessive-compulsive disorder (including 
trichotillomania and dermatillomania; rare), and dry eye (uncommon) 
-- Rybrevant (amivantamab) - skin ulcer included as common ADR and MARIPOSA overall survival 
data 
-- Symbicort Turbohaler (budesonide, formoterol fumarate dihydrate) - for use as Maintenance and 
Reliever Therapy (MART) in children 6-11yrs. Maintenance is 1 puff once or twice a day, with 
additional doses for breathlessness, up to max of 4 doses on any one occasion, and 8 doses 
(including maintenance doses) per day 
-- Translarna (ataluren) - data included from a study in six children aged ≥6 months to <2 years, in 
which the observed safety profile was similar to that in patients >2 years of age, and to note that there 
is no apparent effect of age on ataluren exposure 
-- Tygacil (tigecycline) - fixed eruption among the listed tetracycline class ADRs 
-- Vabysmo (faricimab) - when switching a patient from an intravitreal anti-VEGF therapy to Vabysmo, 
the length of any subsequent treatment interval is at the discretion of the physician based on the 
patient's anatomic and/or visual outcomes 
- Risk minimisation materials 
-- Breyanzi (lisocabtagene maraleucel) Product Handling and Administration Quick Reference Guide 
UK provides a summary of considerations and requirements prior to thawing the vials, required 
materials for preparing and administering, options for thawing, dose preparation, and administration 
-- Fabhalta (iptacopan) Healthcare professional’s guide for C3 glomerulopathy aimed at helping 
mitigate possible risks, focusing on safety areas of concern; predominantly risk of infection, and that 
patients have received appropriate vaccinations 
-- Glycopyrronium Bromide 2 mg/5 ml Oral Solution Checklist for Healthcare Professionals to 
minimize risk of anticholinergic side effects by making thorough assessment of potential e.g. urinary 
retention, cardiovascular & central nervous system effects) in a patient prior to starting & whilst taking 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- new boxed warning for immune effector cell-associated enterocolitis with Carvykti, but FDA says the 
overall benefit continues to outweigh the potential risks for the approved use 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- Colistimethate sodium and Vancomycin: informing intrathecal risk assessment 
 
TGA 
- Imported melatonin samples - Summary report 
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https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/rmm/105657/Document
https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/fda-adds-boxed-warning-immune-effector-cell-associated-2025a1000rkg
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/colistimethate-sodium-informing-intrathecal-risk-assessment/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/vancomycin-informing-intrathecal-risk-assessment/
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/publication/tga-laboratory-testing-reports/imported-melatonin-samples-summary-report
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- Information about major medicine shortages – link 
- About the shortage of transdermal HRT patches - link 
- About the shortage of Bicillin L-A (benzathine benzylpenicillin tetrahydrate) prefilled syringe for 
injection - link 
 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
- Medical Product Alert N°5/2025: Substandard (contaminated) oral liquid medicines - link 
 

PAPERS OF INTEREST 

American Journal of Cardiology 
- Efficacy and Safety of Different Combinations of Add-on Diuretic Therapy in Acute Heart Failure: A 
Systematic Review and Network Meta-Analysis of Randomized Controlled Trials - link 
 
American Journal of Emergency Medicine 
- Comparative effectiveness of vasopressin, steroids, and epinephrine-based regimens in cardiac 
arrest: A network Meta-analysis of clinical trials - link 
- Peripheral Perfusion vs Standard Management in Sepsis/Septic Shock: A Prospective Randomized 
ED Study - link 
 
American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy (AJHP)  
- Serum belumosudil concentrations in a patient receiving a combination of 3 gastric acid–
suppressing agents: A case report - link 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
- GRADE Guidance 42: Using Thresholds for Judgments on Health Benefits and Harms in Decision 
Making (GRADE Guidance 42) - link 
- Effectiveness of Recombinant Herpes Zoster Vaccine in the U.S. Medicare Population, 2018 to 
2019, by Immunocompetence and Prior Receipt of Live Zoster Vaccine - link 
 
Australian Prescriber 
- Pharmacological management of attention deficit hyperactivity disorder in children and adolescents - 
link 
- Oral anticoagulation for adults with atrial fibrillation or venous thromboembolism - link 
- Gestational diabetes: update on screening, diagnosis and maternal management - link 
- Sun protection: a practical guide for health professionals - link 
- Risks associated with sublingual buprenorphine prescribing, dispensing and administration - letter 
- Aminoglycoside dosing and kidney function: which equation to use? - letter 
- New drugs: Edaravone for amyotrophic lateral sclerosis ; Iptacopan for paroxysmal nocturnal 
haemoglobinuria ; Lebrikizumab for atopic dermatitis 
 
British Journal of Clinical Pharmacology 
- Association between use of lubiprostone and headache: A systematic review and meta-analysis of 
randomized controlled trials - link 
- Evaluation of the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency's introduction of a risk-
proportionate approach for clinical trials: An analysis of 4617 applications assessed between 
September 2023 and August 2024 - link 
- Age-related differences in hydroxychloroquine-associated adverse events: A pharmacovigilance 
study based on the FDA Adverse Event Reporting System - link 
- Beyond GLP-1s: The blueprint for systemic therapeutics that will reshape aging and medicine - link 
 
British Journal of Psychiatry 
- Physician-assisted suicide research: the importance of integrating lived experience and neural 
science - link 
- Rethinking placebo-controlled clinical trials in psychedelic therapies for psychiatric illness - link 
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https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages/information-about-major-medicine-shortages
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https://www.ajconline.org/article/S0002-9149(25)00505-3/abstract
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0735675725006515?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0735675725006357?via%3Dihub
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxaf270/8277123?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/ANNALS-24-02013
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/ANNALS-24-02409
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/articles/pharmacological-management-of-attention-deficit-hyperactivity-disorder-in-children-and-adolescents.html
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/articles/oral-anticoagulation-for-adults-with-atrial-fibrillation-or-venous-thromboembolism.html
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/articles/gestational-diabetes-update-on-screening-diagnosis-and-maternal-management.html
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/articles/sun-protection-a-practical-guide-for-health-professionals.html
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https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/articles/edaravone-for-amyotrophic-lateral-sclerosis.html
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https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/the-british-journal-of-psychiatry/article/rethinking-placebocontrolled-clinical-trials-in-psychedelic-therapies-for-psychiatric-illness/582722EE5C01EB11F7A8583BCB20E9AE
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- Clozapine-associated pulmonary embolism: presenting features and outcomes, UK 
pharmacovigilance data, 1990–2022 - link 
- Evaluation of 96 cases of apparent clozapine-induced severe neutropenia - link 
- Risk of stroke associated with risperidone in dementia with and without comorbid cardiovascular 
disease: population-based matched cohort study - link 
 
British Medical Journal (BMJ) 
- “Abortion reversal” pill is back in the news—is it being pushed in the UK? - link 
- Why can’t we do anything about delirium? - link 
- Why older people are still excluded from health research—and what can be done - link 
- HPV positive oropharyngeal cancer: Easily Missed? - link 
- Designing clinical practice guidelines for equitable, inclusive, and contextualised care - link 
- HPV positive oropharyngeal cancer - link 
- Australian sunscreen: Defective products tested by UK lab network found to have just a 10th of 
labelled protection - link 
- Priorities in addressing rifampicin resistant TB - link 
- A new antibiotic is positive news – but it will take more to stay ahead of superbugs - link 
 
BMJ Evidence-Based Medicine 
- Tramadol versus placebo for chronic pain: a systematic review with meta-analysis and trial 
sequential analysis - link 
 
BMJ Quality and Safety 
- Widespread inappropriate prescribing for older people with reduced kidney function: what are the 
harms and how do we tackle them? A scoping review for primary care - link 
 
Circulation  
- Contemporary Burden of Cardiovascular Disease in Pregnancy: Insights From a Real-World 
Pregnancy Electronic Health Record Cohort - link 
- Cannabis Use Linked to Substantial Heart Risks - link 
 
Cochrane  
- Pyronaridine‐artesunate for treating uncomplicated Plasmodium falciparum malaria - link 

- Intraperitoneal chemotherapy for gastric cancer - link 
- Pharmacotherapy for hypertension in adults 60 years or older - link 
- Progestagens for pain symptoms associated with endometriosis - link 
- Ursodeoxycholic acid for the treatment of cholestasis in newborn infants - link 
- Medical interventions for fungal keratitis - link 
 
Diabetes, Obesity and Metabolism  
- Early insulin degludec with continuous intravenous insulin infusion in the management of diabetic 
ketoacidosis: A randomized controlled trial - link 
 
Drug and Therapeutics Bulletin 
- Medicines, but at what cost? - link 
 
European Heart Journal  
- Great debate: fire-and-forget beats personalized lipid-lowering treatment - link 
- Randomized trials in cardiovascular, kidney, and metabolic diseases: rethinking late-phase drug 
development - link 
- The need for a unified categorization of hypertension across guidelines - link 
- Stable angina in young women - link 
 
Gastroenterology 
- AGA Clinical Practice Guideline on Management of Gastroparesis - link 
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https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/the-british-journal-of-psychiatry/article/clozapineassociated-pulmonary-embolism-presenting-features-and-outcomes-uk-pharmacovigilance-data-19902022/AEFBE4B6BD65BBFDED42D7168FD54F88
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/the-british-journal-of-psychiatry/article/evaluation-of-96-cases-of-apparent-clozapineinduced-severe-neutropenia/B17E0F6917DB533A1262627092965780
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/the-british-journal-of-psychiatry/article/risk-of-stroke-associated-with-risperidone-in-dementia-with-and-without-comorbid-cardiovascular-disease-populationbased-matched-cohort-study/685237BF310FCAA517FD27C5613E82F1
https://www.bmj.com/content/391/bmj.r2062
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https://www.bmj.com/content/391/bmj.r2048
https://www.bmj.com/content/391/bmj-2025-086142
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https://qualitysafety.bmj.com/content/early/2025/10/07/bmjqs-2025-018736
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/abs/10.1161/CIRCULATIONAHA.125.074692
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/abs/10.1161/CIRCULATIONAHA.125.075240
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD006404.pub5/full
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https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD016304/full
https://dom-pubs.pericles-prod.literatumonline.com/doi/10.1111/dom.70101
https://dtb.bmj.com/content/early/2025/10/12/dtb.2025.000050
https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/advance-article/doi/10.1093/eurheartj/ehaf567/8272624
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https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/eurheartj/ehaf747/8271448?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/advance-article/doi/10.1093/eurheartj/ehaf728/8276836
https://www.gastrojournal.org/article/S0016-5085(25)05857-3/fulltext?referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.evidencealerts.com%2F
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International Journal of Clinical Pharmacy 
- Population pharmacokinetics of imipenem and target attainment of 
pharmacokinetic/pharmacodynamic indices in Chinese adults with febrile neutropenia and 
hematological malignancies - link 
- An evaluation of pre-post antimicrobial stewardship healthcare educational intervention studies 
utilizing the Kirkpatrick model: a scoping review - link 
- The prevalence of medication-related hospital readmissions after bariatric surgery: a retrospective 
observational study - link 
 
JAMA 
- Individualized Perioperative Blood Pressure Management in Patients Undergoing Major Abdominal 
Surgery: The IMPROVE-multi Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Proactive vs Reactive Treatment of Hypotension During Surgery: The PRETREAT Randomized 
Clinical Trial - link 
- Intra-Arterial Alteplase After Successful Endovascular Reperfusion in Acute Stroke: The PEARL 
Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Early-Onset Gastrointestinal Cancer - link 
- Management of Severe Refractory Asthma - link 
- AI, Health, and Health Care Today and Tomorrow: The JAMA Summit Report on Artificial 
Intelligence - link 
 
JAMA Internal Medicine 
- A Case for Early High-Dose Thiamine—Moving From Reaction to Prevention - link 
- Diagnosis and Treatment of Obstructive Sleep Apnea - link 
- Polymyositis Masking Statin-Induced Necrotizing Autoimmune Myopathy: A Teachable Moment - link 
 
JAMA Network Open 
- Adverse Events Following Short-Course Systemic Corticosteroids Among Children and Adolescents: 
A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis - link 
 
Journal of the American College of Cardiology 
- Association Between Anticoagulant Therapy and Survival in Pulmonary Arterial Hypertension: A 
Registry Report and Updated Meta-Analysis - link 
- Influence of Type 2 Diabetes on the Effects of Tirzepatide in Patients With Heart Failure and a 
Preserved Ejection Fraction With Obesity: A Prespecified Stratification-Based Analysis - link 
- Personalized or Standard Duration of Dual Antiplatelet Therapy After Percutaneous Coronary 
Intervention: The PARTHENOPE Randomized Trial - link 
 
Journal of the American Geriatrics Society  
- SGLT2 Inhibitors in Older Adults with Cardiovascular Disease: A Systematic Review and Meta-
Analysis - link 
 
Journal of Human Nutrition and Dietetics 
- British Dietetic Association Guidelines for the Dietary Management of Chronic Constipation in Adults 
– link 
 
Journal of Pharmacy Practice and Research (JPPR) 
- Patient isolation impacts on time to analgesia in the emergency department: a cohort study - link 
- The carbon footprint of different medication packaging items at an Australian tertiary hospital - link 
 
Lancet 
- Effect of repurposed simvastatin on disability progression in secondary progressive multiple 
sclerosis (MS-STAT2): a phase 3, randomised, double-blind, placebo-controlled trial - link 
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- Risk markers for sudden unexpected death in epilepsy: an observational, prospective, multicentre 
cohort study - link 
- Ibrutinib and rituximab versus immunochemotherapy in patients with previously untreated mantle cell 
lymphoma (ENRICH): a randomised, open-label, phase 2/3 superiority trial - link 
- Alcohol use disorders - link 
 
Lancet Diabetes & Endocrinology 
- Effects of empagliflozin on conventional and exploratory acute and chronic kidney outcomes: an 
individual participant-level meta-analysis - link 
 
Lancet Infectious Diseases 
- Cefiderocol versus standard therapy for hospital-acquired and health-care-associated Gram-
negative bacterial bloodstream infection (the GAME CHANGER trial): an open-label, parallel-group, 
randomised trial - link 
- The Emerging Resistance Index: tracking early resistance to new antibiotics - link 
 
Lancet Respiratory Medicine 
- Morphine for chronic breathlessness (MABEL) in the UK: a multi-site, parallel-group, dose titration, 
double-blind, randomised, placebo-controlled trial - link 
 
Menopause 
- Menopausal hormone therapy for breast cancer patients: what is the current evidence? - link 
  
Medical Journal of Australia  
- Opioids and the challenges of managing chronic non‐cancer pain in rural Australia: a qualitative 

study - link 
- The role of GLP‐1 receptor agonists in the management of obesity: risks and opportunities for the 

Australian health care system – letter - letter 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
- Monoclonal Gammopathy of Undetermined Significance - link 
- Idiopathic Intracranial Hypertension - link 
- Efficacy and Safety of Baxdrostat in Uncontrolled and Resistant Hypertension - link - editorial 
 
NIHR Health Technology Assessment 
- Tumour profiling tests to guide adjuvant chemotherapy decisions in lymph node-positive early breast 
cancer: a systematic review and economic evaluation - link 
- Rapid diagnostic tests to inform clinical decision-making for antifungal stewardship in the ICU: a 
qualitative study with NHS staff, patients, and their legal representatives - link 
 
Pharmaceutical Journal 
- Beyond GLP-1: the next wave of weight-loss medication innovation - link 
 
Pharmacotherapy 
- Acute Pharmacodynamic Effects of Oral Levodopa on Blood Pressure in Parkinson's Disease - link 
 

CONSULTATIONS 

Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- NCTGF consultation for NSQHS Standards (third edition) - closing 5 December 2025 - link 

 
TGA  
- Product Information as a package insert - consumer administered injectables - closes on 7 
November 2025 - link  
 

WEBINARS & PODCASTS 
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https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(25)01636-8/abstract
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(25)01432-1/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(25)01496-5/abstract
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landia/article/PIIS2213-8587(25)00222-0/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(25)00469-4/abstract
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(25)00501-8/abstract
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanres/article/PIIS2213-2600(25)00205-X/fulltext
https://journals.lww.com/menopausejournal/fulltext/9900/menopausal_hormone_therapy_for_breast_cancer.532.aspx
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2025/223/9/opioids-and-challenges-managing-chronic-non-cancer-pain-rural-australia
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2025/223/7/role-glp-1-receptor-agonists-management-obesity-risks-and-opportunities
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2025/223/7/role-glp-1-receptor-agonists-management-obesity-risks-and-opportunities-0
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMra2412716
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMra2404929
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2507109
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMe2511533
https://www.journalslibrary.nihr.ac.uk/hta/KGFD4040
https://www.journalslibrary.nihr.ac.uk/hta/published-articles/GJRM3321
https://pharmaceutical-journal.com/article/feature/beyond-glp-1-the-next-wave-of-weight-loss-medication-innovation
https://accpjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/phar.70066
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/newsroom/consultations/nctgf-consultation-nsqhs-standards-third-edition
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/consultation/consultation-product-information-package-insert-consumer-administered-injectables
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Australian Prescriber Podcasts 
- Episode 199 – Aminoglycosides: an update on indications, dosing and monitoring 
 
MJA Podcast 
- Episode 19: Cardiac surgery in elderly patients 
 
Purple Pen Podcast 
- PPP 179 – Rhinitis 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

ACSQHC 
- National Medicines Symposium NMS 2025, virtual - 22 October 2025 - register  
 
ADPHA  
- Medicines Management 2025, 27-29 November 2025, Melbourne – register  
 
FIP  
- Advanced Drug Delivery Systems for the Treatment of Inflammation and Fibrosis, 20 October 2025, 
16:00-17:00 CEST - register  
 
NHMRC Medicines Intelligence Centre of Research Excellence (MI-CRE)  
- Fifth Annual Research Symposium: Better together: advancing medicines intelligence through 
partnerships, 29-30 October 2025, UNSW Sydney - register  

 

Fortnightly TAG Mail – resources list         2nd October 2025 

NSW TAG ACTIVITIES 

Recently completed email discussions 
- Lists of time critical medicines 

- Policies for DTC oversight of programmable infusion pumps.  

- Hospital/district use/criteria for use of andexanet alfa and relevant policy/protocols/guidance 
documents.  
 
Upcoming TAG meeting dates 
-TAG General Meeting – 30th October 3-4.30pm 
-TAG AGM - 30th October- 4.30-5pm 
 

Updated TAG publications 

- Know Your Insulins Poster v2.0 July 2025- link Note co-branding potential for hospitals. 
 
CATAG 
-Achieving effective medicines governance: Guiding Principles for the roles and responsibilities of 
Medicines and Therapeutics Committees in Australian hospitals (Version 2 – June 2025) - link 
-Making a medicine: Testing to treatment. Provides a clear and accessible overview of how new 
medicines are developed and delivered within Australia’s healthcare system - link 
 
Contact Sasha Bennett at sasha.bennett@svha.org.au for information about any email 
discussions, publications or upcoming meetings.  

EDITOR’S PICKS  

A&R: How, When, and Why to Potentially Stop Antiresorptive Drugs in Osteoporosis - link 
BJDerm: GLP-1RA and reduced mortality, cardiovascular and psychiatric risks in psoriasis - link 
DOM: Efficacy of GLP-1RAs in patients with obesity and HF with preserved ejection fraction:- link 
EHJ: Transient anticholinergic burden and out-of-hospital cardiac arrest - link 
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https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/podcast/episode-199-aminoglycosides-an-update-on-indications-dosing-and-monitoring.html
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https://safetyandquality.tv/national-medicines-symposium-2025/
https://mm2025.adpha.au/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/2517591394039/WN_awM6p6UrRNewWfO1QXpLrw#/registration
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/mi-cre-2025-annual-research-symposium-and-policy-forum-tickets-1343519014539?aff=oddtdtcreator
http://www.nswtag.org.au/email-discussions-4/
http://www.nswtag.org.au/important-dates/
https://www.nswtag.org.au/
https://www.nswtag.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Know-your-insulins_Poster_V2_July-2025.pdf
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/catag.org.au/resource/achieving-effective-medicines-governance/__;!!LUsMDrd6!h1PvuXHPJlZ9kwsS3P8J9xMQNFYL_USBkPDS7Om2K4DEbf7WojJq7oKJXY6kOaj57q6FMiASSZ20dd3gXxINT1hNf94$
https://catag.org.au/resource/achieving-effective-medicines-governance/
https://catag.org.au/resource/consumer-making-a-medicine/
mailto:sasha.bennett@svha.org.au
https://acrjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/art.43179
https://academic.oup.com/bjd/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/bjd/ljaf346/8246223
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EJHP: Medication needs of children and young people for successful transition to adult services (the 
SUCCESS study): an exploratory cross-sectional observational study - link 
Gast: GLP1RAs and Gastrointestinal Adverse Events: A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis - link 
Healthcare Policy: Are Therapeutically Important Drugs No Longer Available in Canada? - link 
HIN: Polypharmacy Programme: Getting the Balance Right - link 

IMJ: Incidence of aspirin resistance in high-risk patients following elective THA and TKA - link 
IJCP: Development, implementation and evaluation of a practical risk assessment process for the 
introduction of new medicines to clinical practice at an Acute Hospital - link 
IJCP: Association of potentially inappropriate medications with rehospitalisation and death within 
three months in older patients - link 
IJCP: Development of an interpretable machine learning model to predict short-term bleeding risk in 
patients receiving dual antithrombotic therapy following cardiac surgery - link 
JAMA: Geroscience: A Translational Review - link 
JAMA: How to Communicate Medical Numbers - link 
JAMA NO: Comparative Safety of JAK Inhibitors vs TNF Antagonists in Immune-Mediated 
Inflammatory Diseases - link 
JCJQPS:  Super-Facilitators for Implementation of Leading AMS Practices in Hospitals - link 
JPPR: Exploring the roles and impacts of pharmacists embedded in general practice - link 
Lancet DE: Glucocorticoid-induced osteoporosis: novel concepts and clinical implications - link 
MDPI: Possible Drug–Radiopharmaceutical Interaction in 99mTc-Sestamibi Parathyroid Imaging - link 
McKell Institute: An agenda to deliver health equity for Australians living with rare disease - link 
P”therapy: Deep learning model for prediction of vancomycin trough concentration using EHR data - 
link 
PLOS Med: Frailty in randomized controlled trials of glucose-lowering therapies for T2DM- link 
RCP: Psychedelic and related substances for medical use - link 
TGA: Imported melatonin samples - Summary report 
UWA: Deprescribing in older people: a clinical practice guideline - link 
 

OTHER NEWS 

Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- Explore the future of diabetes care at NMS 2025 - link 
 
NSW Health 
- Fourth festival to participate in NSW drug checking trial [30 September 2025] 
- Thunderstorm asthma warning for NSW [26 September 2025] 
- Excellence recognised as NSW Health Awards finalists for 2025 revealed [25 September 2025] 
- Measles alert for Sydney’s north western suburbs [19 September 2025] 
- Administration of Grant Funding (PD2025_037) [01 October 2025] 
- Planned Surgery Access (PD2025_036) [25 September 2025] 
 
Pharmacy Board of Australia 
- Guidance on medicinal cannabis targets unsafe supply - link 
- Honouring the vital role of pharmacists - link 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – AUSTRALIA 

Agency for Clinical Innovation, NSW (ACI) 
The latest weekly Evidence Digest can be found here 
- Burn guideline: Evidence check - link 
- Peripheral nerve infusion chart − ADULT – downloadable at link 
 
AHHA 
- Measuring what really matters – racism and cultural safety in healthcare - link 
 
Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- Medication Management at Transitions of Care Stewardship Framework - link 
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https://www.longwoods.com/publications/healthcare-policy/27619/
https://thehealthinnovationnetwork.co.uk/programmes/medicines/polypharmacy/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imj.70204
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-02011-0
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-02013-y
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-02016-9
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2837435
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2839303
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2838681
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S155372502500145X
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jppr.70037
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landia/article/PIIS2213-8587(25)00251-7/fulltext
https://www.mdpi.com/2226-4787/13/5/140
https://mckellinstitute.org.au/research/reports/a-rare-kind-of-care/
https://accpjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/phar.70062
https://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1004553
https://www.rcpsych.ac.uk/improving-care/campaigning-for-better-mental-health-policy/position-statements/2025-position-statements/psychedelic-and-related-substances-for-medical-use-(ps02-25)
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/publication/tga-laboratory-testing-reports/imported-melatonin-samples-summary-report
https://research-repository.uwa.edu.au/en/publications/deprescribing-in-older-people-a-clinical-practice-guideline
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/newsroom/latest-news/explore-future-diabetes-care-nms-2025
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/news/Pages/20250930_00.aspx
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https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/news/Pages/20250925_00.aspx
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https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/our-work/transitions-care/medication-management-transitions-care-stewardship-framework
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- Clostridioides difficile infection: Data snapshot report 2022–2023 - link 
 
Australian Government Department of Health 
- Electronic National Residential Medication Charts (eNRMC) – key dates – pharmacist fact sheet – 
prescriber fact sheet 
- Life Saving Drugs Program – Acid sphingomyelinase deficiency (ASMD) types A/B and B – 
Guidelines 
- National vaccine storage guidelines ‘Strive for 5’ – guideline - Vaccine fridge temperature chart 
poster - Cold Chain Breach Protocol Poster - Appendix 6 – Checklist: Mobile and emergency storage 
- Appendix 7 – Checklist for Managing a Power Failure - additional resources 
 
McKell Institute, Sydney 
- A Rare Kind of Care: An agenda to deliver health equity for Australians living with rare disease - link 
 
MIMS monthly updates 
- New Products 
-- Capivasertib (Truqap) indicated in combination with fulvestrant for the treatment of adult patients 
with hormone receptor positive, human epidermal growth factor receptor 2 negative (defined as IHC 0 
or 1+, or IHC 2+/ISH-) locally advanced or metastatic breast cancer following recurrence or 
progression on or after an endocrine based regimen. Truqap tablets contain capivasertib 160 mg or 
200 mg and are available in packs of 64 
 -- Toripalimab (Zytorvi) indicated in combination with cisplatin and gemcitabine, for the first-line 
treatment of adults with metastatic or recurrent, locally advanced nasopharyngeal carcinoma (NPC); 
and as a single agent, for the treatment of adults with recurrent unresectable or metastatic NPC with 
disease progression on or after a platinum-containing chemotherapy. Zytorvi concentrate for infusion 
contains toripalimab 240 mg per 6 mL and is available in packs of 1 vial 
- New Indications 
-- Daratumumab (rch) (Darzalex SC) is now indicated in combination with bortezomib, lenalidomide, 
and dexamethasone, followed by maintenance treatment in combination with lenalidomide for patients 
with newly diagnosed multiple myeloma who are eligible for autologous stem cell transplant 
 -- Macitentan (Opsumit) is now indicated as monotherapy or in combination, in paediatric patients (2 
years to less than 18 years of age) for pulmonary arterial hypertension (idiopathic, heritable, 
associated with connective tissue disease, associated with congenital heart disease with repaired 
shunts or with co-incidental congenital heart disease) with WHO functional class I, II, III or IV 
symptoms. Currently, 2.5 mg dispersible tablets are not available, so only children ≥ 40 kg can be 
dosed with 10 mg tablets 
 -- Semaglutide (rys) (Ozempic) is now indicated as an adjunct to standard of care therapy to reduce 
the risk of sustained decline of kidney function and to reduce the risk of cardiovascular death in adults 
with type 2 diabetes and chronic kidney disease 
 
TGA 
- Notice of final decisions to amend (or not amend) the current Poisons Standard - link 
- Efficacy of Lysine Hydrochloride containing medicines for cold sores - link 
- Medicinal cannabis: News and updates - link 
- Database of section 19A approvals to import and supply medicines to address medicine shortages 
- AusPARs:  
-- Lazcluze (lazertinib) in combination with amivantamab for the first-line treatment of adults with 
locally advanced or metastatic non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC) with epidermal growth factor 
receptor (EGFR) exon 19 deletions or exon 21 L858R substitution mutations 
-- Leqembi (lecanemab) in adult patients with a diagnosis of mild cognitive impairment and mild 
dementia due to Alzheimer’s disease eEarly Alzheimer’s disease) that are apolipoprotein E ε4 (ApoE 
ε4) non-carriers or heterozygotes. Beta amyloid evidence consistent with Alzheimer’s disease (AD) 
should be confirmed using a validated test prior to initiating treatment 
-- Nemluvio (nemolizumab) for moderate-to-severe atopic dermatitis in combination with topical 
corticosteroids and/ or topical calcineurin inhibitors in adults and patients aged 12 years and above 
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who weigh at least 30 kg and who are candidates for systemic therapy; for adults with moderate-to-
severe prurigo nodularis who are candidates for systemic therapy 
-- Vyloy (zolbetuximab), in combination with fluoropyrimidine and platinum-containing chemotherapy, 
for the first-line treatment of adults with locally advanced unresectable or metastatic human epidermal 
growth factor receptor 2 (HER2)-negative gastric or gastro-oesophageal junction (GOJ) 
adenocarcinoma whose tumours are Claudin (CLDN) 18.2 positive 
 
University of Western Australia 
- Deprescribing in older people: a clinical practice guideline - link 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – INTERNATIONAL  

British National Formulary 
- BNF/BNFC newsletter: September 2025 
- New dosing regimen for intravenous vancomycin in neonates - link 
 
Canadian Pharmacists Association 
- National Benchmark for Pharmacy Practice - link 
 
Department of Health and Social Care 
- Oliver McGowan code of practice – updated guidance 
- Drugs and pharmaceutical electronic market information tool (eMIT) updated 
 
electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- New products 
-- Voleze (rivastigmine) 4.6mg/24h, 9.5mg/24h transdermal patches for the symptomatic treatment of 
mild to moderately severe Alzheimer's dementia in adults 
-- Voranigo (vorasidenib) 40 mg film-coated tablet for Grade 2 astrocytoma or oligodendroglioma with 
a susceptible IDH1 mutation or IDH2 mutation in patients aged ≥ 12 years who are not in need of 
immediate chemotherapy or radiotherapy following surgical intervention 
 
European Medicines Agency (EMA) 
- First treatment (Uplizna) recommended for rare immunoglobulin-related autoimmune disease 
- European CHMP meeting decisions - September 2025 
-- approval of five new medicines (clesrovimab, nipocalimab, insulin icodec/semaglutide, elinzanetant, 
clascoterone), nine biosimilars (denosumab, golimumab, ustekinumab), and a generic medicine 
(rivaroxaban) 
-- extending the indications of six medicines (inebilizumab, Bimervax [Covid-19 vaccine], dupilumab, 
pembrolizumab, selumetinib, and tezepelumab) and approving a SC version of mosunetuzumab 
-- change of the indication to use as a pharmacokinetic enhancer of co-administered protease 
inhibitors as part of antiretroviral combination therapy in HIV-1 infected patients (adults and children of 
2 years of age and older) 
-- confirms recommendation to refuse marketing authorisation for Atropine sulfate FGK eye drops for 
the treatment of myopia in children 
-- Lifileucel (Amtagvi): Withdrawal of licence application in the EU for treatment of melanoma in adults 
-- Mozafancogene autotemcel (Fanskya): Withdrawal of licence application in the EU for the treatment 
of Fanconi anaemia type A in children 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- Takes action to make a treatment available for autism symptoms - link 
- Clears accelerated tms protocol for major depression - link 
- New Drug approvals 
-- new treatment for acromegaly, a rare endocrine disorder, Palsonify (paltusotine) tablets – label-PI 
-- Rhapsido (remibrutinib) for chronic spontaneous urticaria in adults who remain symptomatic despite 
H1 antihistamine treatment 
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-- imlunestrant (Inluriyo) for ER-positive, HER2-negative, ESR1-mutated advanced or metastatic 
breast cancer with disease progression following at least one line of endocrine therapy – label-PI 
-- pembrolizumab and berahyaluronidase alfa-pmph for SC injection for adult and paediatric (12 years 
and older) solid tumour indications approved for the IV formulation of pembrolizumab - link – label-PI 
-- Forzinity (elamipretide ) to improve muscle strength in patients with Barth syndrome weighing >30 
kg 
-- Guselkumab approval expanded to children with psoriasis, psa 
-- Tremfya for ulcerative colitis 
-- Ruxolitinib cream approved for children aged 2-11 with AD 
 
Health Innovation Network, UK 
- New resources to support Structured Medication Reviews (SMRs) with care home residents - link 
- Polypharmacy Programme: Getting the Balance Right - link 

 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) 
- Prescribing data related to the use of valproate in females and males in England (January 2018-
June 2024)  - link 
 
Monthly Index of Medical Specialities (MIMS) UK 
- First inhaled levodopa product (Inbrija) launched in UK - link 
- First needle-free nasal adrenaline spray for anaphylaxis now available in UK - link 
- Glaucoma: diagnosis and management - link 
- New methylphenidate preparation (Atenza XL) becomes available for ADHD - link 
 
NHS Business Services Authority 
- Medicines Used in Mental Health - England Quarterly Summary Statistics April to June 2025 - link 
 
NHS England 
- Flu nasal spray vaccine for two and three year olds will be made available through local pharmacies 
as of next week - link 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) UK  
- Atopic eczema in under 12s: diagnosis and management – updated (CG57) 
- Isatuximab in combination for untreated multiple myeloma when a stem cell transplant is unsuitable 
(TA1098) 
- Durvalumab for treating limited-stage small-cell lung cancer after platinum-based 
chemoradiotherapy (TA1099) 
 
Royal College of Psychiatrists 
- Psychedelic and related substances for medical use - link 
 
Royal Pharmaceutical Society 
- Launches new e-learning module to tackle polypharmacy and drug interactions - link 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- Preparing to use omalizumab biosimilar - link 
- Rarely used medicines – How to view them on RxInfo - link 
- The licence and supporting evidence for aflibercept biosimilars - link 
 
The King’s Fund (UK) 
- Life sciences explained - their role in England's health and care system, and why they matter - link 
 
UK Health Security Agency 
- Antimicrobial resistance awareness: toolkit for healthcare providers - link 
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- Diphtheria, Tetanus, Acellular Pertussis and Inactivated Poliomyelitis Vaccine (dTaP/IPV) – updated 
Patient Group Direction (PGD) 
 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
- World AMR Awareness Week: 18 -24 November 2025 - link 
- World patient safety day goals 2025: safe care for every newborn and every child - link 
- The selection and use of essential medicines, 2025: WHO Model List of Essential Medicines, 24th 
list - link 
- Therapeutics and COVID-19: living guideline, August 2025 
 

MEDICATION SAFETY 

electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- Revised SPCs 
-- Eudemine (diazoxide) - necrotising enterocolitis and pericardial effusion listed as possible ADRs. 
Cases of pericardial effusion have been observed in patients without structural heart disease. Some 
resolved upon diazoxide discontinuation, but others required pericardiocentesis 
-- Evrenzo film-coated tablets - cerebral infarction added as uncommon ADR 
-- Finlee (dabrafenib) dispersible tablets - Data added from adult healthy volunteer study to note 
administration of single 150mg dose of dispersible tablet suspension with low-fat, low-calorie meal 
reduced bioavailability (Cmax & AUC decreased by 35% & 29% respectively) and delayed absorption 
when compared to fasted state 
-- Hydrea (hydroxycarbamide) - for patient safety reasons and to protect against direct contact with 
hydroxycarbamide, which is classified as carcinogenic, mutagenic, or toxic for reproduction, the 
SmPC was updated with removal of the possibility for capsule opening 
-- Opdivo (nivolumab) 600 mg/5 ml solution for injection - new therapeutic indications for monotherapy 
maintenance phase as 1st-line treatment of urothelial carcinoma & mismatch repair deficient or MSI-H 
colorectal cancer; and as neoadjuvant treatment in combination chemotherapy, then as adjuvant 
treatment for non-small cell lung cancer 
-- Ozempic, Rybelsus (semaglutide) products - headache added as common ADR 
-- Padcev (enfortumab vedotin) - pneumonia & thrombocytopenia added as common potential ADRs 
-- Spexotras (trametinib) - ‘Food effects’ noting administration of single 2mg dose of trametinib oral 
solution with low-fat, low-calorie meal resulted in 12% decrease in Cmax compared to fasted 
conditions, which is not considered to be clinically significant. AUClast remained unchanged 
-- Stelara (ustekinumab) products - updated with licence extension covering treatment of moderately 
to severely active Crohn's disease in paediatric patients weighing at least 40 kg, who have had an 
inadequate response to, or were intolerant to either conventional or biologic therapy 
-- Vfend (voriconazole) - co-administration with finerenone is contra-indicated, as although not 
studied, voriconazole is likely to significantly increase the plasma concentrations of finerenone (a 
CYP3A4 substrate) 
-- Voltarol (diclofenac) preparations - “Generalised bullous fixed drug eruption” added as a potential 
ADR (frequency unknown). Highest risk is early in the course of therapy. Diclofenac should be 
discontinued at the first appearance of skin rash, mucosal lesions or any sign of hypersensitivity 
-- Zaditen (ketotifen) eye drops - Dizziness added as an ADR and any patient who experiences this 
should not drive or operate machines 
-- Zocor (simvastatin) - new paragraph on statins and muscle-related effects 
- Risk minimisation materials 
-- Fabhalta (iptacopan) for C3 glomerulopathy - Guide for patients covering how to take it, important 
safety risks, prophylactic vaccinations or antibiotic treatment, and how to report side effects 
-- Lipidem® emulsion for infusion - Important information on subvisual agglomerates, use of an 
infusion filter for fat emulsions - letter 
-- Trodelvy (sacituzumab govitecan): Consider primary prophylaxis with granulocyte colony-
stimulating factor (G-CSF) in patients at increased risk of febrile neutropenia 
-- Tzield (teplizumab): Guide for healthcare professionals involved in the management of patients 
treated with teplizumab covers: eligibility for treatment, staging of autoimmune type 1 diabetes, 
mechanism of action, possible serious adverse effects, and dosing and administration of teplizumab;  
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Guide for patients and carers covers: what autoimmune type 1 diabetes is, how teplizumab works, the 
eligibility criteria for treatment, what patients can expect from teplizumab, and possible serious ADRs 
-- Voleze patch (rivastigmine) instructions for use and medication record sheet - Resource for 
healthcare professionals covers how and where to apply Voleze patches, and includes a medication 
record sheet which can be used by patients and carers to record application and removal of patches 
 
FDA 
- Potential Signals of Serious Risks/New Safety Information Identified by the FDA Adverse Event 
Reporting System (FAERS) - April-June 2025 
- FDA Removes Risk Evaluation and Mitigation Strategies (REMS) for Caprelsa (vandetanib) 
- FDA Responds to Evidence of Possible Association Between Autism and Acetaminophen Use 
During Pregnancy - link 
 
Health Canada – MedEffect Notice  
- Health Product InfoWatch, September 2025 includes 
-- Copaxone (glatiramer acetate) and other glatiramer acetate products – link 
-- Crysvita (burosumab) 
-- Summary Safety Review: Prescription opioids - link 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) UK 
- MHRA Safety Roundup: September 2025 
-- Paracetamol & pregnancy - reminder that taking paracetamol during pregnancy remains safe - link 
 
Medsafe (New Zealand Medicines and Medical Devices Safety Authority) 
- Topiramate: New measures and advice to prevent exposure during pregnancy - link 
 
MIMS monthly updates 
- New Contraindications 
-- Colchicine (Colgout) in patients with rare hereditary problems of galactose intolerance, total lactase 
deficiency or glucose-galactose malabsorption 
 -- Fulvestrant (Fulvestrant Sandoz) in severe hepatic impairment and lactation 
 -- Isosorbide dinitrate (Isordil) in hypertrophic obstructive cardiomyopathy 
 -- Procarbazine (hydrochloride) (Natulan) in breastfeeding 
 -- Rifampicin (Rifadin) for concomitant use with cabotegravir, fostemsavir and lenacapavir 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- How enteral feeding tubes affect medicines - link 
- Medication Safety Update - September 2025 
 
TGA 
- Paracetamol use in pregnancy - link 
- Safety update: Vyvanse (lisdexamfetamine dimesilate) - link 
- Safety concerns over imported melatonin products - link 
- Imported unregistered methylene blue products - link 
- Imported unregistered GLP-1 weight-loss products - link 
- Testing of Vyvanse capsules - link - update - results 
- Overview of adverse event reporting for medicines - link 
-- Adverse drug reaction reporting using Best Practice: Installing the ADR reporting template - link 
-- How to search the Database of Adverse Event Notifications (DAEN): medicines - link 
-- How we manage your medicines adverse event reports - link 
-- Medicine monitoring, guidelines and safety reviews - link 
-- Obligations to report adverse events for medicines and biologicals - link 
- Imported melatonin samples - Summary report 
- Risk of overdose when using prilocaine/lidocaine cream (EMLA and generic brands) - in babies – in 
infants 
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https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/how-enteral-feeding-tubes-affect-medicines/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Medication-Safety-Update-September-2025.pdf
https://www.tga.gov.au/news/media-releases/paracetamol-use-pregnancy
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https://www.tga.gov.au/news/safety-updates/vyvanse-lisdexamfetamine-dimesilate
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety-and-shortages/adverse-events/medicine-adverse-events/overview-adverse-event-reporting-medicines
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/resource/user-guide/adverse-drug-reaction-reporting-using-best-practice-installing-adr-reporting-template
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety-and-shortages/adverse-events/medicine-adverse-events/how-search-database-adverse-event-notifications-daen-medicines
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety-and-shortages/adverse-events/medicine-adverse-events/how-we-manage-your-medicines-adverse-event-reports
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety-and-shortages/safety-monitoring-and-information/medicine-monitoring-guidelines-and-safety-reviews
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety-and-shortages/adverse-events/medicine-adverse-events/obligations-report-adverse-events-medicines-and-biologicals
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/publication/tga-laboratory-testing-reports/imported-melatonin-samples-summary-report
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety-and-shortages/safety-monitoring-and-information/safety-alerts/risk-overdose-babies-when-using-prilocainelidocaine-cream-emla-and-generic-brands
https://www.tga.gov.au/news/safety-updates/risk-overdose-infants-when-using-prilocainelidocaine-cream-emla-and-generics
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- Information about major medicine shortages – link 
-- Major or ongoing medicine shortages - link 
-- Report a medicine shortage for industry - link 
-- About the shortage of Bicillin L-A (benzathine benzylpenicillin tetrahydrate) prefilled syringe for 
injection - link 
- About the shortage of methylphenidate hydrochloride products - link 
 
UK Teratology Information Service 
- UKTIS official position statement: Paracetamol in pregnancy and Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) - 
link 
 

PAPERS OF INTEREST 

American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy (AJHP)  
- Validation of the 0-to-10 Medication Adherence Scale against the Medication Possession Ratio: A 
comparative analysis - link 
- Evaluation of the efficacy and safety of a fixed-dose insulin infusion protocol for the management of 
severe hypertriglyceridemia - link 
 
American Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology 
- Oral antihypertensive treatment during pregnancy: a systematic review and network meta-analysis - 
link 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
- Effect of time to start of biologic therapy on treatment response in childhood arthritis: Results from 
the UCAN CAN-DU study - link 
 
Arthritis & Rheumatology 
- Glucagon-Like Peptide-1 Receptor Agonist Use and the Risk of Adverse Cardiac and Kidney 
Outcomes Among Patients with Systemic Lupus Erythematosus and Lupus Nephritis - link 
- Sjögren Disease—B Cells at the Brink: From Autoimmunity to Lymphomagenesis and the Rise of 
Novel B Cell-Targeted Therapies - link 
- Three-Year Results of Tapering Tumor Necrosis Factor Inhibitor to Withdrawal Compared to Stable 
Tumor Necrosis Factor Inhibitor Among Patients With Rheumatoid Arthritis in Sustained Remission: A 
Multicenter Randomized Trial - link 
- Expert Perspective: How, When, and Why to Potentially Stop Antiresorptive Drugs in Osteoporosis - 
link 
 
British Journal of Clinical Pharmacology 
- Availability, use, efficacy and safety of bevacizumab in European hereditary haemorrhagic 
telangiectasia centres - link 
- Pregabalin dependence, withdrawal, suicidality and psychosis reports: A disproportionality analysis 
of the Australian adverse events database - link 
 
British Journal of Dermatology 
- GLP-1RA and reduced mortality, cardiovascular and psychiatric risks in psoriasis: a large-scale 
cohort study - link 
 
British Journal of General Practice 
- Management of menopausal symptoms following treatment for hormone receptor positive breast 
cancer - link 
- Learning from end-of-life injectable medication patient safety incidents in the community: a mixed-
methods analysis - link 
 
British Medical Journal (BMJ) 
- Once weekly insulin in type 2 diabetes - link 

mailto:nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages/information-about-major-medicine-shortages
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety-and-shortages/shortages-and-supply-disruptions/medicine-shortages/major-or-ongoing-medicine-shortages
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety-and-shortages/report-problem/report-medicine-shortage-industry
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety-and-shortages/shortages-and-supply-disruptions/medicine-shortages/major-or-ongoing-medicine-shortages/about-shortage-bicillin-l-benzathine-benzylpenicillin-tetrahydrate-prefilled-syringe-injection
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety-and-shortages/shortages-and-supply-disruptions/medicine-shortages/major-or-ongoing-medicine-shortages/about-shortage-methylphenidate-hydrochloride-products
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https://www.ajog.org/article/S0002-9378(25)00218-2/fulltext
https://acrjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/art.43401
https://acrjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/art.43403
https://acrjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/art.43404
https://acrjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/art.43199
https://acrjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/art.43179
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70273
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70279
https://academic.oup.com/bjd/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/bjd/ljaf346/8246223
https://bjgp.org/content/75/759/476
https://bjgp.org/content/early/2025/09/28/BJGP.2025.0106
https://www.bmj.com/content/390/bmj.r1931
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- Diagnosis and management of multidrug resistant tuberculosis - link 
- Huntington’s disease: new gene therapy explained - link 
- Atypical diabetic neuropathies - link 
- Covid vaccines: How is policy changing in the US and UK? - link 
 
Circulation  
- Targeting Calcium Regulation for Heart Failure and Arrhythmia Therapeutics: A Critical Review - link 
 
Clinical Medicine 
- Effects of hormone replacement therapy (HRT) in midlife women with type 2 diabetes: a 
retrospective cohort study - link 
 
Cochrane  
- Pharmacotherapies for cannabis use disorder - link 
- Efficacy and safety of respiratory syncytial virus vaccines - link 
- Pharmacotherapy for mild hypertension - link 
- Misoprostol for intrauterine device placement - link 
 
Diabetes, Obesity and Metabolism  
- Efficacy of GLP-1 receptor agonists in patients with obesity and heart failure with preserved ejection 
fraction: A systematic review and meta-analysis of randomised controlled trials - link 
- Comparative efficacy and safety of Glucagon-like pepetide-1 receptor agonists with metformin in 
Asian versus non-Asian patients with type 2 diabetes: A systematic review and meta-analysis - link 
- Cardiovascular risk reduction with glucagon-like peptide-1 receptor agonists is proportional to HbA1c 
lowering in type 2 diabetes: An updated meta-regression analysis incorporating FLOW and SOUL 
trials - link 
 
Drug and Therapeutics Bulletin 
- DTB select: Intervention to reduce sedative use - link 
- Mavacamten (▼Camzyos) for obstructive hypertrophic cardiomyopathy - link 
- DTB Select: Prescription charge acceptability - link 
- DTB forum: Prescribing mistakes in primary care-individual or system error? - link 
- Orphan drugs—striking the right balance - link 
 
European Heart Journal  
- Early antiplatelet treatment for minor stroke following thrombolysis: the EAST trial - link 
- Antihypertensive treatment in young adults and cardiovascular risk: a population-based cohort study 
- link 
- Transient anticholinergic burden and out-of-hospital cardiac arrest: a case-crossover study - link 
- Transthyretin amyloid cardiomyopathy: from cause to novel treatments - link 
 
European Journal of Hospital Pharmacy  
- Medication needs of children and young people for successful transition to adult services (the 
SUCCESS study): an exploratory cross-sectional observational study - link 
- Linezolid-induced eyelid angioedema: a case report - link 
 
Gastroenterology 
- Glucagon-Like Peptide-1 Receptor Agonists and Gastrointestinal Adverse Events: A Systematic 
Review and Meta-Analysis - link 
 
Healthcare Policy 
- Are Therapeutically Important Drugs No Longer Available in Canada? - link 
 
Internal Medicine Journal 
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https://www.bmj.com/content/390/bmj.r2029
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https://www.bmj.com/content/390/bmj.r2040
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/full/10.1161/CIRCULATIONAHA.125.075150
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1470211825001083?via%3Dihub
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD008940.pub4/full
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https://ejhp.bmj.com/content/early/2025/09/22/ejhpharm-2025-004528
https://ejhp.bmj.com/content/early/2025/09/29/ejhpharm-2025-004606
https://www.gastrojournal.org/article/S0016-5085(25)00845-5/abstract
https://www.longwoods.com/publications/healthcare-policy/27619/


 
 

Advancing quality use of medicines in NSW public hospitals and the wider community since 1988 
Ph: 0407418 072 ｜Email: nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au 
An initiative of NSW clinical pharmacologists & pharmacists 
ABN: 82 707 308 091 
 
 

- Safety, tolerability and efficacy of the use of tixagevimab/cilgavimab as pre-exposure COVID-19 
prophylaxis in kidney and simultaneous pancreas kidney transplant recipients - link 
- Midodrine in the management of heart failure with reduced ejection fraction: a systematic review - 
link 
- Letter: Optimising penicillin allergy assessment in resource-limited settings: a Nepean perspective - 
link 
- Incidence of aspirin resistance in high-risk patients following elective total hip and knee arthroplasty - 
link 
- Early glucocorticoid withdrawal in severe ANCA-associated vasculitis treated with combination 
cyclophosphamide and rituximab: a single-centre case series - link 
 
International Journal of Clinical Pharmacy 
- ESCP Best Practice: Development, implementation and evaluation of a practical risk assessment 
process for the introduction of new medicines to clinical practice at an Acute Hospital - link 
- Impact of Australian home medicines reviews on continuous polypharmacy and associated costs 
among older women: a cohort study - link 
- ESCP best practice: development of the national methodology for the provision of clinical-
pharmaceutical care and its implementation in the healthcare system of the Czech Republic - link 
- Pharmacovigilance assessment of drug-induced aplastic anemia: analysis of the FDA adverse event 
reporting system - link 
- Association of potentially inappropriate medications with rehospitalisation and death within three 
months in older patients: a systematic review and meta-analysis - link 
- Development of an interpretable machine learning model to predict short-term bleeding risk in 
patients receiving dual antithrombotic therapy following cardiac surgery - link 
 

JAMA 
- Everolimus and Low-Dose Tacrolimus After Heart Transplant in Children: A Randomized Clinical 
Trial - link 
- Levodopa Added to Stroke Rehabilitation: The ESTREL Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- JAMA Patient Page: What Is Endometriosis? - link ; Lower Urinary Tract Symptoms in Men - link 
- Geroscience: A Translational Review - link 
- How to Communicate Medical Numbers - link 
- Early Intratracheal Budesonide to Reduce Bronchopulmonary Dysplasia in Extremely Preterm 
Infants: The Budesonide in Babies (BiB) Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
 
JAMA Network Open 
- Comparative Safety of JAK Inhibitors vs TNF Antagonists in Immune-Mediated Inflammatory 
Diseases: A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis - link 
 
JAMA Psychiatry 
- Efficacy and Safety of GLP-1 RAs in Children and Adolescents With Obesity or Type 2 Diabetes: A 
Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis - link 
 
JAMA Surgery  
- Use of Glucagon-Like Peptide-1 Agonists Among Individuals Undergoing Bariatric Surgery in the US 
- link 
 
Joint Commission Journal on Quality and Patient Safety 
- Super-Facilitators for Implementation of Leading Antimicrobial Stewardship Practices in Hospitals: A 
Qualitative Study - link 
 
Journal of Pain Research 
- Pain, Progress, and Price: A Review of Conservative and Complementary Treatments for Low Back 
Pain - link 
 

mailto:nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imj.70179
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imj.70207
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imj.70219
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imj.70204
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imj.70212
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-02011-0
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-02018-7
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-02009-8
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https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/article-abstract/2838307
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamasurgery/article-abstract/2838016?utm_campaign=articlePDF
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S155372502500145X
https://www.dovepress.com/pain-progress-and-price-a-review-of-conservative-and-complementary-tre-peer-reviewed-fulltext-article-JPR
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Journal of Pharmacy Practice and Research (JPPR) 
- Optimising outpatient care: insights from a pharmacist-led Complex Outpatient Antimicrobial 
Therapy (COpAT) monitoring clinic - link 
- Exploring the roles and impacts of pharmacists embedded in general practice: a scoping review - 
link 
- Medication safety standards and the World Health Organization global patient safety challenge - link 
- Safety and efficacy of enoxaparin versus unfractionated heparins in conservatively managed 
patients with acute coronary syndrome: a systematic review - link 
 
Lancet 
- The future of type 1 diabetes therapy - link 
- Series: Alzheimer’s disease - link ; Series: Asthma - link 
- The global, regional, and national burden of cancer, 1990–2023, with forecasts to 2050: a 
systematic analysis for the Global Burden of Disease Study 2023 - link 
- A clinical decision tool including a decision tree, point-of-care testing of CRP, and safety-netting 
advice to guide antibiotic prescribing in acutely ill children in primary care in Belgium (ARON): a 
pragmatic, cluster-randomised, controlled trial - link 
- Budesonide–formoterol versus salbutamol as reliever therapy in children with mild asthma (CARE): 
a 52-week, open-label, multicentre, superiority, randomised controlled trial - link 
 
Lancet Diabetes & Endocrinology 
- Glucocorticoid-induced osteoporosis: novel concepts and clinical implications - link 
 
Lancet Infectious Diseases 
- Long COVID associated with SARS-CoV-2 reinfection among children and adolescents in the 
omicron era (RECOVER-EHR): a retrospective cohort study - link 
 
Lancet Psychiatry 
- Disease relapse, all-cause mortality, and adverse events associated with long-acting injectable 
antipsychotics versus oral antipsychotics in older people with schizophrenia in Hong Kong: a 
population-based within-subject analysis - link 
  
Molecular Diversity Preservation International (MDPI) – Pharmacy Journal 
- Outcomes of Structured Medication Reviews for Selected Patients in the English National Health 
Service - link 
- Possible Drug–Radiopharmaceutical Interaction in 99mTc-Sestamibi Parathyroid Imaging - link 
 
Nature communications 
- A retrospective cohort study of valproate and infertility in men with epilepsy or bipolar disorder using 
international health data - link 
 
Nephrology Dialysis Transplantation 
- Simultaneous initiation of finerenone and empagliflozin across the spectrum of kidney risk in the 
CONFIDENCE trial - link 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
- Clesrovimab for Prevention of RSV Disease in Healthy Infants - link 
- Low-Dose Aspirin for PI3K-Altered Localized Colorectal Cancer - link 
- Oral Semaglutide at a Dose of 25 mg in Adults with Overweight or Obesity - link 
- Tumor Lysis Syndrome - link 
- Doxycycline-Induced Phototoxicity - link 
- Hypertonic Saline or Carbocisteine in Bronchiectasis - link 
- Sotatercept for Pulmonary Arterial Hypertension within the First Year after Diagnosis - link 
 
Pharmaceutical Journal 
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- Non-NHS provision of medicines: what are the issues? - link 
- Survey reveals a high proportion of the public think antibiotics are needed to prevent urinary tract 
infection (UTI) - link 
- Will UK government proposals address the problem of medicines shortages? - link 
 
Pharmacotherapy 
- Focusing on an EEG Biomarker, the Photoparoxysmal Response (PPR), to Identify Promising 
Investigational Anti-Seizure Medications (ASMs) and Differentiate the Efficacy of Existing ASMs - link 
- Nephrocast-V: A Deep Learning Model for the Prediction of Vancomycin Trough Concentration 
Using Electronic Health Record Data - link 
- Lithium Augmentation in Treatment-Resistant Depression: A Qualitative Review of the Literature - 
link 
- Synthetic Data–Driven Early Prediction Framework for Acute Kidney Injury in Patients Receiving 
Vancomycin and Ceftazidime/Avibactam - link 
 
PLOS Medicine 
- Exposure to antibiotics during pregnancy or early infancy and the risk of autoimmune disease in 
children: A nationwide cohort study in Korea - link 
- Frailty in randomized controlled trials of glucose-lowering therapies for type 2 diabetes: an individual 
participant data meta-analysis of frailty prevalence, treatment efficacy, and adverse events - link 
 
Prescrire International – October 2025 includes 
-- Bedaquiline (Sirturo°) in first-line treatment for pulmonary multidrug-resistant tuberculosis 
-- Insulin icodec (Awiqli°) in type 1 or type 2 diabetes 
-- Caftors: liver function abnormalities and possibly cataracts in breastfed infants 
-- Drug-induced sleep apnoea 
 
Thorax 
- Impact of regional asthma guidelines on SABA prescribing patterns across England: an interrupted 
time series analysis - link 
- Cytisinicline for smoking cessation in individuals with self-reported COPD: a post hoc analysis of the 
ORCA-2 and ORCA-3 trials - link 
 

CONSULTATIONS 

Pharmacy Board of Australia 
- Have your say on draft guidelines on safe provision of pharmacy services – closes 13 October 2025 
- link 
 
TGA 
- Reviewing the safety and regulatory oversight of unapproved medicinal cannabis products - closes 
on 7 October 2025 - link 
- Have your say on updates to Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP) Guidelines – closes 7 October 
2025 - link 
- Product Information as a package insert - consumer administered injectables - closes on 7 
November 2025 - link 
 

WEBINARS & PODCASTS 

Australian Prescriber Podcasts 
- E198: Choosing a nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drug for pain 
 
MJA Podcasts 
- Episode 17: Advances in glaucoma and age-related macular disease 
- Episode 18: Hong Kong Flu 
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https://accpjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/phar.70063
https://accpjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/phar.70064
https://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1004677
https://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1004553
https://english.prescrire.org/en/Summary.aspx
https://thorax.bmj.com/content/early/2025/09/01/thorax-2025-223239
https://thorax.bmj.com/content/early/2025/09/17/thorax-2025-223880.long
https://www.pharmacyboard.gov.au/News/2025-08-18-have-your-say.aspx
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/consultation/consultation-reviewing-safety-and-regulatory-oversight-unapproved-medicinal-cannabis-products
https://www.tga.gov.au/news/news/have-your-say-updates-good-manufacturing-practice-gmp-guidelines
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/consultation/consultation-product-information-package-insert-consumer-administered-injectables
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/podcast/episode-198-choosing-a-nonsteroidal-anti-inflammatory-drug-for-pain.html?utm_source=mailchimp&utm_medium=edm&utm_campaign=podsep2025&utm_content=198&mc_cid=4bf77407e1&mc_eid=aab40d20f0
https://www.mja.com.au/podcast/223/6/mja-podcasts-2025-episode-17-advances-glaucoma-and-age-related-macular-disease
https://www.mja.com.au/podcast/223/6/mja-podcasts-2025-episode-18-hong-kong-flu
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

ACSQHC 
- National Medicines Symposium NMS 2025, virtual - 22 October 2025 - register 
 
ADPHA 
- Medicines Management 2025, 27-29 November 2025, Melbourne – register 
 
FIP 
- Empowering pharmacists in palliative care: Support and impact, 9 October 2025, 13:00-14:30 CEST 
- register 
- Advanced Drug Delivery Systems for the Treatment of Inflammation and Fibrosis, 20 October 2025, 
16:00-17:00 CEST - register 

 
NHMRC Medicines Intelligence Centre of Research Excellence (MI-CRE)  
- Fifth Annual Research Symposium: Better together: advancing medicines intelligence through 
partnerships, 29-30 October 2025, UNSW Sydney - register   

 

Fortnightly TAG Mail – resources list  18th September 2025 

NSW TAG ACTIVITIES 

Recently completed email discussions 
- Lists of time critical medicines 

- Policies for DTC oversight of programmable infusion pumps.  

- Hospital/district use/criteria for use of andexanet alfa and relevant policy/protocols/guidance 
documents.  
 
Upcoming TAG meeting dates 
-TAG General Meeting – 30th October 3-4.30pm 
-TAG AGM - 30th October- 4.30-5pm 
 

Updated TAG publications 

- Know Your Insulins Poster v2.0 July 2025- link 
Note co-branding potential for hospitals. Contact Sasha Bennett at sasha.bennett@svha.org.au if you 
are interested in customising the information for your hospital/LHD and co-branding with NSW TAG. 
CATAG 
-Achieving effective medicines governance: Guiding Principles for the roles and responsibilities of 
Medicines and Therapeutics Committees in Australian hospitals (Version 2 – June 2025). Scope of 
has been expanded to include both public and private hospital-related MTCs - link 
-Making a medicine: Testing to treatment. Provides a clear and accessible overview of how new 
medicines are developed and delivered within Australia’s healthcare system - link 
 
Contact Sasha Bennett at sasha.bennett@svha.org.au for information about any email 
discussions, publications or upcoming meetings.  

EDITOR’S PICKS  

B&B: Medication causes and treatment of delirium in patients with and without dementia - link 

BJH: BSH updated guidelines for the diagnosis and management of tumour lysis syndrome in adults 
and children with haematological malignancies - link 
BJP: The effect of prenatal psychotropic drug exposures on obstetric complications - link 
Cochrane: Probiotics for the prevention of C. difficile‐associated diarrhea in adults and children - link 

EJHP: Hospital pharmacists in cardio-oncology - link 
Heart: Benefit–risk of colchicine and spironolactone in acute myocardial infarction - link 

mailto:nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au
https://safetyandquality.tv/national-medicines-symposium-2025/
https://mm2025.adpha.au/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/2817591468404/WN_B3hYXL7GT-u5zYeXj7jkeg#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/2517591394039/WN_awM6p6UrRNewWfO1QXpLrw#/
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/mi-cre-2025-annual-research-symposium-and-policy-forum-tickets-1343519014539?aff=oddtdtcreator
http://www.nswtag.org.au/email-discussions-4/
http://www.nswtag.org.au/important-dates/
https://www.nswtag.org.au/
https://www.nswtag.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Know-your-insulins_Poster_V2_July-2025.pdf
mailto:sasha.bennett@svha.org.au
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/catag.org.au/resource/achieving-effective-medicines-governance/__;!!LUsMDrd6!h1PvuXHPJlZ9kwsS3P8J9xMQNFYL_USBkPDS7Om2K4DEbf7WojJq7oKJXY6kOaj57q6FMiASSZ20dd3gXxINT1hNf94$
https://catag.org.au/resource/achieving-effective-medicines-governance/
https://catag.org.au/resource/consumer-making-a-medicine/
mailto:sasha.bennett@svha.org.au
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/brb3.70706
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/bjh.70092
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/the-british-journal-of-psychiatry/article/effect-of-prenatal-psychotropic-drug-exposures-on-obstetric-complications-19year-populationbased-study/37E6BF7B9B1145CC5379BCCD9E02A3E7
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD006095.pub5/full
https://ejhp.bmj.com/content/early/2025/09/04/ejhpharm-2025-004698
https://heart.bmj.com/content/early/2025/09/04/heartjnl-2025-326218
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IJCP: Optimising end-of-life geriatric pharmacotherapy: a hospital-based retrospective cohort study of 
deprescribing early in the care trajectory before hospice transition - link 
JAMA: Reporting of Clinical Trial Uncertainties with New Cancer - link 
JAMA: Current and Future Medications for Obesity Treatment - link 
JAMA Psych: Semaglutide Treatment of Antipsychotic-Treated Patients With Schizophrenia, 
Prediabetes, and Obesity- link 
JNCCN: Potentially Inappropriate Medications, Frailty, and Outcomes in Patients with Cancer- link 
JPPR: Impact of targeted education on ADR documentation in cancer centre sites - link 
JPPR: Mitigation for diversion risk medicines within a Queensland hospital and health service - link 
Lancet DE: What is the hidden cost of expensive drugs? - link 
Lancet Psych: Antipsychotic prescriptions in people with dementia in primary care: a cohort study 
investigating adherence of dose and duration to UK clinical guidelines - link 
MDPI: Developing a Theoretically Informed Strategy to Enhance Pharmacist-Led Deprescribing in 
Care Homes for Older People - link 
MJA: - Incidence of GLP‐1 receptor agonist use by women of reproductive age attending general 

practices in Australia, 2011–2022: a retrospective open cohort study - link 
 

OTHER NEWS 

Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- New framework to manage medications at transitions of care - link 
 
NSW Health 
- Measles alert for Sydney Airport and Northern NSW [17 September 2025] 
- Public health warning: Opioid overdoses after using drugs thought to be cocaine [9 September 2025] 
- NSW Pharmacy Trial ; NSW Health reforms for ADHD care in general practice - link 
 
Pharmacy Board of Australia 
- Development of a proposal for an endorsement for scheduled medicines for pharmacists - link 
 
TGA 
- Sunscreen SPF testing - information for consumers - link 
- Travelling with medicines and medical devices - link 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – AUSTRALIA 

Agency for Clinical Innovation, NSW (ACI) 
The latest weekly Evidence Digest can be found here 
 
Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- National Sepsis Program Extension, Epidemiology Report, A national analysis of the sepsis 
patient journey in Australian public hospital admitted care - link 
 
Australian Institute for Health and Welfare (AIHW)  
- The health of women in Australia - link 
- Dementia in Australia – update 
 
Deeble Institute 
- Issues Brief No.60 - Measuring what really matters for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples 
– racism and cultural safety in healthcare 
 
PBS 
- Outcome Statement for July 2025 Stakeholder Meeting: Multiple Myeloma - 11 September 2025 
 
TGA 
- Medicinal cannabis product list - link ; SAS and AP categories for medicinal cannabis products - link 
- Exporting medicines from Australia - link ; Personal Importation Scheme - link 
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https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-02001-2
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2838463
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2838874
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapsychiatry/article-abstract/2838205
https://jnccn.org/view/journals/jnccn/23/9/article-p363.xml
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jppr.70038
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jppr.70039
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landia/article/PIIS2213-8587(25)00264-5/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpsy/article/PIIS2215-0366(25)00261-5/fulltext
https://www.mdpi.com/2226-4787/13/5/133
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2025/223/7/incidence-glp-1-receptor-agonist-use-women-reproductive-age-attending-general
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/newsroom/latest-news/new-framework-manage-medications-transitions-care
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/news/Pages/20250917_02.aspx
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/news/Pages/20250909_02.aspx
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/pharmaceutical/Pages/news-and-notices.aspx#measures
https://www.pharmacyboard.gov.au/News/2025-09-17-Endorsement-for-scheduled-medicines.aspx
https://www.tga.gov.au/news/news/sunscreen-spf-testing-information-consumers
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/consumer-information-and-resources/travelling-medicines-and-medical-devices
https://aci.health.nsw.gov.au/statewide-programs/critical-intelligence-unit/past-digests
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/publications-and-resources/resource-library/national-sepsis-program-extension-epidemiology-report
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/womens-health/the-health-of-women-in-australia
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/dementia/dementia-in-aus/contents/about
https://ahha.asn.au/resource/measuring-what-really-matters-racism-and-cultural-safety-in-healthcare/
https://www.pbs.gov.au/info/news/2025/09/outcome-statement-for-july-2025-stakeholder-meeting-multiple-myeloma
https://www.tga.gov.au/products/unapproved-therapeutic-goods/medicinal-cannabis-hub/medicinal-cannabis-product-list
https://www.tga.gov.au/products/unapproved-therapeutic-goods/medicinal-cannabis-hub/medicinal-cannabis-product-list/sas-and-ap-categories-medicinal-cannabis-products
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/guidance/exporting-medicines-australia
https://www.tga.gov.au/products/unapproved-therapeutic-goods/personal-importation-scheme
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- Adoption of International Scientific Guidelines in Australia - R02/2024 
- Database of section 19A approvals to import and supply medicines to address medicine shortages 
 
Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine  
- Residential Aged Care Communiqué Episode #20: Terminal Sedation 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – INTERNATIONAL  

All Wales Medicines Strategy Group 
- Infliximab recommended for use within NHS Wales for the treatment of grade 3–4 steroid-refractory 
immune checkpoint inhibitor (ICI)-induced myocarditis - link 
 
Department of Health and Social Care UK 
- Supplying take home naloxone without a prescription - guidance 
 
electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- New products 
-- Avtozma (tocilizumab) - biosimilar available- licensed for use in all indications of the reference 
product (RoActemra) 
-- EURneffy (adrenaline) 2 mg nasal spray single-dose container – for emergency treatment of severe 
allergic reactions (anaphylaxis) due to insect stings or bites, foods, medicinal products, & other 
allergens as well as idiopathic or exercise-induced anaphylaxis in adults & children ≥30kg 
-- Fomepizole Waymade 1 g/ml concentrate solution - antidote for ethylene glycol (antifreeze) 
poisoning in patients who have ingested, or are suspected of having ingested, ethylene glycol 
-- Kixel XL (methylphenidate hydrochloride) 18 mg/tablet prolonged-release tablet for Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) in children aged >6 yoa and adults when remedial measures alone 
prove insufficient 
-- Nuvaxovid JN.1 PFS dispersion for injection COVID-19 Vaccine (recombinant, adjuvanted) - for 
active immunisation to prevent COVID-19 caused by SARS-CoV-2 in individuals 12 years of age and 
older. It should be used in accordance with official recommendations 
-- Priorix Tetra (measles, mumps, rubella, varicella-zoster vaccine) Powder and solvent for solution for 
injection in pre-filled syringe. Licensed for active immunisation of individuals from the age of 11 
months against measles, mumps, rubella and varicella. Use in infants aged 9-10 months could be 
considered under special circumstances. Use should be based on official recommendations 
-- Zurzuvae (zuranolone) Hard Capsules for moderate or severe postnatal depression in adults 
following childbirth. It is given as a dose of 50mg for 14 days as a single course of treatment 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- FDA Issues New Guidance to Expand Non-Opioid Options for Chronic Pain, Curb Misuse - link 
- New Drug approvals 
-- selumetinib (Koselugo) for pediatric patients 1 year of age and older with neurofibromatosis type 1 
with symptomatic, inoperable plexiform neurofibromas 
-- expanded Use of Vonvendi for von Willebrand Disease, Including for Certain Uses for Children 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) 
- Vorasidenib approved to treat patients 12 years and older with grade 2 astrocytoma or 
oligodendroglioma with a susceptible IDH1 or IDH2 mutation - link 
 
Monthly Index of Medical Specialities (MIMS) UK 
- Updated women’s health supplement from MIMS - link 
- Conference report: Shingles vaccination linked to lower risk of cardiovascular events - link 
 
NHS England 
- NHS rolls out new generation ‘artificial pancreas’ to help pregnant diabetic women - link 
 
NHS Scotland – Scottish Medicines Consortium 

mailto:nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au
https://www.tga.gov.au/news/news/adoption-international-scientific-guidelines-australia-r022024
https://www.tga.gov.au/ws-s19a-index
https://www.thecommuniques.com/post/residential-aged-care-communiqu%C3%A9-episode-20-terminal-sedation
https://awttc.nhs.wales/accessing-medicines/one-wales-medicines-process/ow-decisions/infliximab-for-ici-induced-myocarditis/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/supplying-take-home-naloxone-without-a-prescription
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-issues-new-guidance-expand-non-opioid-options-chronic-pain-curb-misuse
https://www.fda.gov/drugs/resources-information-approved-drugs/fda-approves-selumetinib-pediatric-patients-1-year-age-and-older-neurofibromatosis-type-1
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-approves-expanded-use-vonvendi-von-willebrand-disease-including-certain-uses-children
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/vorasidenib-approved-to-treat-patients-12-years-and-older-with-grade-2-astrocytoma-or-oligodendroglioma-with-a-susceptible-idh1-or-idh2-mutation
https://www.mims.co.uk/updated-womens-health-supplement-mims/womens-health/article/1931368
https://www.mims.co.uk/shingles-vaccination-linked-lower-risk-cardiovascular-events/infections-and-infestations/article/1932036
https://www.england.nhs.uk/2025/09/nhs-rolls-out-new-generation-artificial-pancreas-to-help-pregnant-diabetic-women/
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- Accepted for use: 
-- Rucaparib (Rubraca®) as monotherapy for the maintenance treatment of adults with advanced 
high-grade epithelial ovarian, fallopian tube, or primary peritoneal cancer who are in response 
following completion of first-line platinum-based chemotherapy 
- Accepted for restricted use: 
-- Blinatumomab (Blincyto®) for adults with Philadelphia chromosome negative CD19-positive B-cell 
precursor acute lymphoblastic leukaemia in the frontline consolidation phase 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) UK  
- DMD Care UK’s guideline on cardiac care of children with dystrophinopathy and females carrying 
DMD-gene variations (NG251) 
- Enfortumab vedotin with pembrolizumab for untreated unresectable or metastatic urothelial cancer 
when platinum-based chemotherapy is suitable (TA1097) 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Research (NIHR) 
- Perioperative oxygen therapy in patients undergoing surgical procedures: an overview of systematic 
reviews and meta-analyses - link 
 
Royal College of Radiologists 
- Proposals for the reshaping of cancer services in England: funding for innovative cancer treatments 
- link 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- Denosumab 60mg pre-filled syringe (given once every 6 months) Implementation checklist for 
primary care - link 
- Revised Patient Group Direction for the administration of flumazenil injection by registered 
Paramedics and Nurses for the complete or partial reversal of the central sedative effects of 
midazolam used for conscious sedation (V3) - link 
 
The King’s Fund (UK) 
- Update: What are health inequalities? - link 
 
UK Health Security Agency 
- Reports of cases of TB to UK enhanced tuberculosis surveillance systems, England: 2000 to 2024 
report - link 
- Updated guidance on COVID-19 vaccination: vaccine product information - link 
- National protocol for COVID-19 vaccine (5 years and over) – updated guidance 
 
UK Parliament Committees 
- Deciding which medicines are used in the NHS - link 
 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
- WHO updates list of essential medicines to include key cancer, diabetes treatments - link 
- Country preparedness for the introduction and appropriate use of antibiotics: operational guidance 
- Chronic respiratory diseases in WHO South-East Asia - link 
- WHO released updated guideline on HIV service delivery - link 
- "Patient safety from the start!" — WHO urges global investment in safe paediatric and newborn care 
- link 
- WHO hosts first online training on the Urban Health Capacity Assessment and Response Resource 
Kit 
 

MEDICATION SAFETY 

electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- Revised SPCs 
-- Aripiprazole - product name changed from Abilify Maintena to Aripiprazole Otsuka 

mailto:nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au
https://scottishmedicines.org.uk/medicines-advice/rucaparib-rubraca-full-smc2799/
https://scottishmedicines.org.uk/medicines-advice/blinatumomab-blincyto-full-smc2808/
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng251
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta1097
https://www.journalslibrary.nihr.ac.uk/hta/TNTC4360
https://www.rcr.ac.uk/media/b4rhv03k/proposals-for-reshaping-cancer-services-funding-for-innovative-treatments.pdf
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/preparing-to-use-denosumab-60mg-biosimilar-for-osteoporosis/#:~:text=denosumab
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/flumazenil-injection-for-reversal-of-midazolam/
https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/insight-and-analysis/long-reads/what-are-health-inequalities
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/reports-of-cases-of-tb-to-uk-enhanced-tuberculosis-surveillance-systems-2000-to-2024/reports-of-cases-of-tb-to-uk-enhanced-tuberculosis-surveillance-systems-england-2000-to-2024-report
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-vaccine-product-information-poster
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-protocol-for-covid-19-mrna-vaccine-5-to-17-years-of-age
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-10326/
https://www.who.int/news/item/05-09-2025-who-updates-list-of-essential-medicines-to-include-key-cancer--diabetes-treatments
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240111097
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789290221494
https://www.who.int/news/item/12-09-2025-who-released-updated-guideline-on-hiv-service-delivery
https://www.who.int/news/item/17-09-2025-patient-safety-from-the-start!----who-urges-global-investment-in-safe-paediatric-and-newborn-care
https://www.who.int/news/item/03-09-2025-who-hosts-first-online-training-on-the-urban-health-capacity-assessment-and-response-resource-kit
https://www.who.int/news/item/03-09-2025-who-hosts-first-online-training-on-the-urban-health-capacity-assessment-and-response-resource-kit
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/
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-- Blincyto (blinatumomab) - immune effector cell-associated neurotoxicity syndrome (ICANS) added 
as a common ADR, with recommendations on its management, including treatment with 
corticosteroids if neurological events occur 
-- Bosulif (bosutinib) - paediatric patients ≥6 years of age with chronic phase Ph+ CML, newly-
diagnosed or resistant or intolerant to prior therapy now included 
-- Calquence (acalabrutinib) – use in combination with venetoclax with or without obinutuzumab, for 
the adults with previously untreated chronic lymphocytic leukaemia 
-- Diacomit (stiripentol) powder in sachet, hard capsules - Due to rapid degradation in an acidic 
environment, references to taking stiripentol exclusively with food and not alongside milk or dairy 
products removed 
-- Enhertu (trastuzumab deruxtecan) now includes patients with HER2-ultralow breast cancer who 
have received at least one endocrine therapy in the metastatic setting and who are not considered 
suitable for endocrine therapy as the next line of treatment 
-- Erbitux (cetuximab) - two-weekly dosing for the combination with encorafenib (BEACON) removed, 
as only a weekly dose regimen is applicable 
-- Kyntheum (brodalumab) - Pyoderma gangrenosum added as an ADR of unknown frequency 
-- MMRVAXPRO (measles, mumps and rubella vaccine) - post-marketing report of congenital rubella 
syndrome following the vaccination of a pregnant woman with an MMR vaccine 
-- Pentasa (mesalazine) formulations - paediatric dosing section updated to once daily 
-- Sumatriptan solution for injection - reports of breast and/or nipple pain in breastfeeding women. 
This is listed as a rare adverse effect and is reported to be usually transient lasting for 3 to 12 hours 
-- Wezenla (ustekinumab) - warnings that polysorbates (excipient) can cause allergic reactions 
-- Zinforo (ceftaroline fosamil) - severe cutaneous adverse reactions (SCARs), eosinophilia and 
systemic symptoms (DRESS), Stevens-Johnson syndrome (SJS) and toxic epidermal necrolysis 
(TEN) added as possible ADRs (frequency not known) 
- Risk minimisation materials 
-- Jylamvo (methotrexate) 2 mg/ml oral solution - guide for healthcare professionals aims to help 
mitigate potential risk of medication errors in patients being treated for arthritis and psoriasis in a 
weekly regimen. Also covers preparing correct and more frequent dosage for children aged ≥3 years, 
adolescents and adults with acute lymphoblastic leukaemia 
-- Rybelsus® (oral semaglutide): Novo Nordisk letter about risk of medication error due to introduction 
of new formulation with increased bioavailability ; patient guide highlights that a new formulation of 
Rybelsus tablets is replacing the previous formulation, and covers the difference between the two, as 
well as providing pictures of the new formulation and strengths 
-- Sayana Press (medroxyprogesterone acetate) - warning that Polysorbate 80 may cause 
hypersensitivity reactions 
-- Zeposia® (ozanimod) - Letter to inform healthcare professionals that, in line with changes made to 
the SPC and PIL, the ozanimod additional risk minimisation materials (prescriber’s checklist, 
patient/caregiver guide, and patient card) have also been updated 
 
EMA 
- restricted use of Tegretol (carbamazepine) 100mg/5mL oral suspension in neonates - link 
- warning against use of polyacrylonitrile (PAN)-based membranes during continuous renal 
replacement therapy in patients receiving caspofungin - link 
- warning of risk of severe hypercalcaemia with burosumab - link 
- PRAC starts safety review of levamisole - link 
- Remsima (infliximab): new intravenous formulation contraindicated in patients with hereditary 
fructose intolerance - link 
- Clozapine: revised recommendations for routine blood count monitoring for the risk of 
agranulocytosis - link 
- Warning about sharp rise in illegal medicines sold in the EU - link 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- Understanding the Risks of Compounded Drugs - link 
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https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/rmm/105268/Document
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/dhpc/105215/Document
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/rmm/105214/Document
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/dhpc/105364/Document
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/meeting-highlights-pharmacovigilance-risk-assessment-committee-prac-1-4-september-2025
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/meeting-highlights-pharmacovigilance-risk-assessment-committee-prac-1-4-september-2025
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/meeting-highlights-pharmacovigilance-risk-assessment-committee-prac-1-4-september-2025
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/prac-starts-safety-review-levamisole-medicine-used-treat-parasitic-worm-infections
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/meeting-highlights-pharmacovigilance-risk-assessment-committee-prac-1-4-september-2025
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/documents/dhpc/direct-healthcare-professional-communication-dhpc-clozapine-revised-recommendations-routine-blood-count-monitoring-risk-agranulocytosis_en.pdf
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/warning-about-sharp-rise-illegal-medicines-sold-eu
https://www.fda.gov/drugs/human-drug-compounding/understanding-risks-compounded-drugs
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Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) UK 
- Harm from delayed administration of rasburicase for tumour lysis syndrome - link 
 
TGA 
- Imported Ayurvedic products found to contain dangerous heavy metals - link 
- Guideline on good pharmacovigilance practices (GVP) Module I – Pharmacovigilance systems and 
their quality systems - International Scientific Guideline adopted - EMA/541760/2011 
- Information about major medicine shortages – link 
-- About the shortage of transdermal HRT patches - link 
- About the supply of oral opioid products - link 
- Product Information safety updates - September 2025 
-- ciprofloxacin hydrochloride (Ciprofloxacin-WGR) – Interactions: Oral ciprofloxacin may decrease the 
absorption of levothyroxine. An interval of 6 hours between administration of the two is recommended 
-- colchicine (Colgout) – Contraindications: Rare hereditary problems (Galactose intolerance, Total 
lactase deficiency, Glucose-galactose malabsorption) ; Special warnings & precautions: colchicine 
has a narrow therapeutic index ; ADRs: Amenorrhoea, Dysmenorrhoea 
-- gadoteridol (Prohance) – ADR: acute respiratory distress syndrome and pulmonary oedema 
-- isosorbide dinitrate (Isordil Sublingual) – Contraindications: hypertrophic obstructive 
cardiomyopathy (HOCM) ; ADR: heartburn 
-- ketoprofen (Orudis Sr, Oruvail Sr), aspirin/clopidogrel hydrogen sulfate (Apx-Clopidogrel/Aspirin) - 
Special warnings: caution with concomitant COX-2 inhibitors ; ADR: intestinal diaphragm-like 
strictures with unknown frequency 
-- lumacaftor/ivacaftor (Orkambi), ivacaftor (Kalydeco), tezacaftor/ivacaftor (Symdeko) – ADR: 
anaphylaxis ; Special warnings also updated 
-- methdone hydrochloride (Physeptone Aspen) syrup – as for morphine/oxycodone also with ADR: 
spasm of sphincter of Oddi with a frequency of not known 
-- morphine sulfate pentahydrate (Kapanol) – ADR: adrenal insufficiency with a frequency of not 
known ; Overdose: toxic leukoencephalopathy ; Special warnings/precautions: also updated 
-- moxifloxacin (Avelox) – ADRs: Eosinophilia and Systemic Symptoms (DRESS), Photosensitivity 
reactions, Fixed drug eruption with frequency not known ; Special warnings also updated 
-- oxycodone hydrochloride (Endone) – ADRS: central sleep apnoea syndrome, pancreatitis, adrenal 
insufficiency, androgen deficiency all with a frequency of not known ; Special warnings/precautions, 
Fertility, Pregnancy and Lactation also updated 
-- palopegteriparatide (Yorvipath) - Special warnings: hypersensitivity reactions including anaphylaxis 
-- paracetamol + codeine phosphate hemihydrate + doxylamine succinate (Dolased & Forte), 
tramadol hydrochloride / paracetamol (Zaldiar) – as for methadone/morphine/oxycodone also with 
Special warnings/precautions: high anion gap metabolic acidosis (HAGMA) due to pyroglutamic 
acidosis, endocrine effects ; Interactions: flucloxacillin, isoxazolyl penicillins 
-- peginterferon alfa-2a (Pegasys) – ADR: pulmonary arterial hypertension ; Special warnings updated 
-- pemetrexed (Alimta) – Interactions: OAT3 (organic anion transporter 3) inhibitors (e.g. probenecid, 
penicillin, proton pump inhibitors (PPIs)) result in delayed pemetrexed clearance. Caution combining 
-- terbinafine hydrochloride (Lamisil) - Special warnings: drug resistance in dermatophytes 
-- Changes also made to: durvalumab (Imfinzi), fezolinetant (Veoza), glofitamab (Columvi), 
norethisterone acetate (Ryeqo), procarbazine hydrochloride (Natulan), relugolix, estradiol, estradiol 
hemihydrate, nomegestrol acetate (Zoely), sorafenib (as tosilate) (Nexavar), stiripentol (Diacomit), 
tezacaftor/elexacaftor/ivacaftor (Trikafta), tislelizumab (Tevimbra), trametinib (Mekinist), 
tremelimumab (Imjudo) 
 

PAPERS OF INTEREST 

American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy (AJHP)  
- Let’s not make things worse in the management of tacrolimus overdoses due to nirmatrelvir/ritonavir 
- link 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
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https://www.cas.mhra.gov.uk/ViewandAcknowledgment/ViewAlert.aspx?AlertID=103268
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/safety-alerts/imported-ayurvedic-products-found-contain-dangerous-heavy-metals
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/resource/international-scientific-guidelines/guideline-good-pharmacovigilance-practices-gvp-module-i-pharmacovigilance-systems-and-their-quality-systems
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages/information-about-major-medicine-shortages
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages/information-about-major-medicine-shortages/about-shortage-transdermal-hrt-patches
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages/information-about-major-medicine-shortages/about-supply-oral-opioid-products
https://www.tga.gov.au/news/safety-updates/product-information-safety-updates-september-2025
https://www.ebs.tga.gov.au/ebs/picmi/picmirepository.nsf/pdf?OpenAgent&id=CP-2024-PI-01741-1
https://www.ebs.tga.gov.au/ebs/picmi/picmirepository.nsf/pdf?OpenAgent&id=CP-2016-PI-01142-1&d=20250918172310101
https://www.ebs.tga.gov.au/ebs/picmi/picmirepository.nsf/pdf?OpenAgent&id=CP-2016-PI-01841-1
https://www.ebs.tga.gov.au/ebs/picmi/picmirepository.nsf/pdf?OpenAgent&id=CP-2024-PI-01982-1
https://www.ebs.tga.gov.au/ebs/picmi/picmirepository.nsf/pdf?OpenAgent&id=CP-2010-PI-06062-3
https://www.ebs.tga.gov.au/ebs/picmi/picmirepository.nsf/pdf?OpenAgent&id=CP-2020-PI-02206-1
https://www.ebs.tga.gov.au/ebs/picmi/picmirepository.nsf/pdf?OpenAgent&id=CP-2016-PI-01411-1
https://www.ebs.tga.gov.au/ebs/picmi/picmirepository.nsf/pdf?OpenAgent&id=CP-2015-PI-01372-1
https://www.ebs.tga.gov.au/ebs/picmi/picmirepository.nsf/pdf?OpenAgent&id=CP-2019-PI-01253-1
https://www.ebs.tga.gov.au/ebs/picmi/picmirepository.nsf/pdf?OpenAgent&id=CP-2024-PI-01274-1
https://www.ebs.tga.gov.au/ebs/picmi/picmirepository.nsf/pdf?OpenAgent&id=CP-2013-PI-01928-1
https://www.ebs.tga.gov.au/ebs/picmi/picmirepository.nsf/pdf?OpenAgent&id=CP-2012-PI-02210-3
https://www.ebs.tga.gov.au/ebs/picmi/picmirepository.nsf/pdf?OpenAgent&id=CP-2009-PI-00928-3
https://www.ebs.tga.gov.au/ebs/picmi/picmirepository.nsf/pdf?OpenAgent&id=CP-2025-PI-01230-1
https://www.ebs.tga.gov.au/ebs/picmi/picmirepository.nsf/pdf?OpenAgent&id=CP-2014-PI-01229-1
https://www.ebs.tga.gov.au/ebs/picmi/picmirepository.nsf/pdf?OpenAgent&id=CP-2013-PI-02228-1
https://www.ebs.tga.gov.au/ebs/picmi/picmirepository.nsf/pdf?OpenAgent&id=CP-2022-PI-02046-1
https://www.ebs.tga.gov.au/ebs/picmi/picmirepository.nsf/pdf?OpenAgent&id=CP-2010-PI-07041-3
https://www.ebs.tga.gov.au/ebs/picmi/picmirepository.nsf/pdf?OpenAgent&id=CP-2009-PI-00265-3
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxaf242/8248127?redirectedFrom=fulltext
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- The cost-effectiveness of semaglutide and tirzepatide for patients with knee osteoarthritis and 
obesity - link 
 
Arthritis & Rheumatology 
- Expert Perspective: Diagnosis and Treatment of Castleman Disease - link 
- Comparative Real-World Effectiveness of Immunomodulatory Therapies for Prevention of Uveitis 
Relapse in Behçet's Disease - link 
- A randomized, placebo-controlled trial of hydroxychloroquine in incomplete lupus - link 
 
Brain and Behaviour 
- Medication causes and treatment of delirium in patients with and without dementia - link 
 
British Journal of Clinical Pharmacology 
- Comprehensive safety assessment of ribociclib: A real-world analysis using the FDA Adverse Event 
Reporting System (FAERS) database - link 
- Trends in first-line monotherapy and combination therapy for hypertension in UK primary care - link 
 
British Journal of Haematology 
- British Society for Haematology updated guidelines for the diagnosis and management of tumour 
lysis syndrome in adults and children with haematological malignancies: A focus on patient safety - 
link 
 
British Journal of Psychiatry 
- The effect of prenatal psychotropic drug exposures on obstetric complications: 19-year population-
based study - link 
- Cannabis and psychosis: minimising harm while maximising therapeutic potential - link 
 
British Medical Journal (BMJ) 
- Effect of methylcobalamin on capecitabine induced hand-foot syndrome in patients with HER2 
negative early breast cancer: multicentre, double blind, randomised, placebo controlled, phase 3 trial - 
link 
- Weight loss jabs: Patients are using black market to obtain drugs still in clinical trials, experts warn - 
link 
- New treatments for migraine: CGRP monoclonal antibodies, gepants, and ditans - link 
- Candidozyma auris now endemic in Europe and spreading rapidly - link 
 
Cochrane  
- Calcium supplementation commenced before pregnancy for preventing hypertensive disorders and 
related problems - link 
- Probiotics for the prevention of Clostridioides difficile‐associated diarrhea in adults and children - link 

- Opioid agonist therapy for opioid use disorder in primary versus specialty care - link 
 
Drug and Therapeutics Bulletin 
- Drug treatment of chronic heart failure with reduced ejection fraction - link 
- (I)mproving antibiotic susceptibility reports - link 
 
European Heart Journal  
- Inclisiran-based treatment strategy in hypercholesterolaemia: the VICTORION-Difference trial - link 
- The evolving landscape of targets for lipid lowering: from molecular mechanisms to translational 
implications - link 
 
European Journal of Hospital Pharmacy  
- Hospital pharmacists in cardio-oncology: bridging a critical gap in multidisciplinary cancer care - link 
- Enhancing depression management in older cancer patients: the pharmacist’s role - link 
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https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/ANNALS-24-03609
https://acrjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/art.43269
https://acrjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/art.43382
https://acrjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/art.43391
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/brb3.70706
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70265
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70271
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/bjh.70092
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/the-british-journal-of-psychiatry/article/effect-of-prenatal-psychotropic-drug-exposures-on-obstetric-complications-19year-populationbased-study/37E6BF7B9B1145CC5379BCCD9E02A3E7
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/the-british-journal-of-psychiatry/article/cannabis-and-psychosis-minimising-harm-while-maximising-therapeutic-potential/209A7B4DAC07988E1B101D625B85BE4C
https://www.bmj.com/content/390/bmj-2025-084290
https://www.bmj.com/content/390/bmj.r1917
https://www.bmj.com/content/390/bmj-2025-085564
https://www.bmj.com/content/390/bmj.r1938
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD011192.pub4/full
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD006095.pub5/full
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD013672.pub2/full
https://dtb.bmj.com/content/63/9/133
https://dtb.bmj.com/content/63/9/130
https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/advance-article/doi/10.1093/eurheartj/ehaf685/8243858
https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/eurheartj/ehaf606/8248541?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://ejhp.bmj.com/content/early/2025/09/04/ejhpharm-2025-004698
https://ejhp.bmj.com/content/early/2025/09/08/ejhpharm-2025-004682
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-  Pharmacist-led stewardship standardised broad-spectrum antibiotic use in a geriatric-heavy 
neurology ward - link 
- Moxifloxacin-induced insomnia with psychotic episodes in a toddler: a case report - link 
- Ifosfamide-induced encephalopathy and concomitant use of netupitant/palonosetron in a patient with 
soft tissue sarcoma: a case report - link 
- Effectiveness and safety of off-label dupilumab use for the treatment of pemphigoid gestationis: a 
new case report - link 
 
Heart 
- Benefit–risk of colchicine and spironolactone in acute myocardial infarction: a prespecified 
generalised pairwise comparisons analysis of the CLEAR trial - link 
 
Internal Medicine Journal 
- Letter: Tenofovir-induced Fanconi syndrome causing type 2 renal tubular acidosis initially mistaken 
as euglycaemic ketoacidosis - link 
 
International Journal of Cancer 
- Association of aspirin and ibuprofen use with endometrial cancer risk in the PLCO dataset - link 
 
International Journal of Clinical Pharmacy 
- Optimising end-of-life geriatric pharmacotherapy: a hospital-based retrospective cohort study of 
deprescribing early in the care trajectory before hospice transition - link 
- Experiences and challenges of implementing clinical medication reviews in daily practice: a mixed-
methods study - link 
- Evaluating the quality, feasibility and patient satisfaction of medication history taking by telephone 
for patients with scheduled admissions: a pilot study - link 
 

JAMA 
- Reporting of Clinical Trial Uncertainties with New Cancer Drugs in Journal Publications and Clinical 
Guidelines - link 
- Hypothyroidism: A Review ; Osteoporosis: A Review ; Superficial Vein Thrombosis: A Review ; 
Prostatitis: A Review 
- Methamphetamine Use Disorder - link 
- Bivalent RSV Prefusion F Protein–Based Vaccine for Preventing Cardiovascular Hospitalizations in 
Older Adults: A Prespecified Analysis of the DAN-RSV Trial - link 
- RSV Vaccine Effectiveness Against Hospitalization Among US Adults Aged 60 Years or Older 
During 2 Seasons - link 
- Patient Page: What Is Paternal Perinatal Depression? - link 
- High Blood Pressure in Childhood and Premature Cardiovascular Disease Mortality - link 
- Myo-inositol Supplementation to Prevent Pregnancy Complications in Polycystic Ovary Syndrome: A 
Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Dalbavancin for Treatment of Staphylococcus aureus Bacteremia: The DOTS Randomized Clinical 
Trial – link 
- Alcohol and Cancer Risk - link 
- Viral Infections Associated with Injection Drug Use - link 
- Current and Future Medications for Obesity Treatment - link 
- New Molecules and Indications for GLP-1 Medicines - link 
 
JAMA Internal Medicine 
- Elinzanetant for the Treatment of Vasomotor Symptoms Associated With Menopause: A Phase 3 
Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Menopausal Hormone Therapy and Cardiovascular Diseases in Women With Vasomotor Symptoms 
- A Secondary Analysis of the Women’s Health Initiative Randomized Clinical Trials - link 
 
JAMA Oncology  
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https://ejhp.bmj.com/content/early/2025/09/17/ejhpharm-2025-004630
https://ejhp.bmj.com/content/early/2025/09/17/ejhpharm-2025-004600
https://ejhp.bmj.com/content/early/2025/09/17/ejhpharm-2025-004493
https://ejhp.bmj.com/content/early/2025/09/17/ejhpharm-2025-004583
https://heart.bmj.com/content/early/2025/09/04/heartjnl-2025-326218
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imj.70196
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ijc.70101
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-02001-2
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-01992-2
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-02002-1
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2838463
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2838457
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2835762
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2838995
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2837543
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2838464
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2838491
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2838490
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2838504
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2838658
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2838634
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2837604
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2837352
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2838802
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2838874
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2838996
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/fullarticle/2838538
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/article-abstract/2838720


 
 

Advancing quality use of medicines in NSW public hospitals and the wider community since 1988 
Ph: 0407418 072 ｜Email: nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au 
An initiative of NSW clinical pharmacologists & pharmacists 
ABN: 82 707 308 091 
 
 

- GLP-1 Receptor Agonists and Cancer Risk in Adults with Obesity - link 
 
JAMA Psychiatry 
- Semaglutide Treatment of Antipsychotic-Treated Patients With Schizophrenia, Prediabetes, and 
Obesity: The HISTORI Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Cigarette Smoking During Recovery from Substance Use Disorders - link 
 
Journal of the National Comprehensive Cancer Network 
- Potentially Inappropriate Medications, Frailty, and Outcomes in Patients With Cancer Managed in a 
National Health Care System - link 
 
Journal of Pharmacy Practice and Research (JPPR) 
- Impact of targeted education on adverse drug reaction documentation in cancer centre sites - link 
- Mitigation for diversion risk medicines within a Queensland hospital and health service: a Delphi 
consensus approach - link 
 
Lancet 
- Enteric (typhoid and paratyphoid) fever - link 
- Seminar: Shigellosis - link 
- Large-vessel vasculitis - link 
- Osteoporosis - link 
- Paclitaxel-coated versus uncoated devices for infrainguinal endovascular revascularisation in 
chronic limb-threatening ischaemia (SWEDEPAD 1): a multicentre, participant-masked, registry-
based, randomised controlled trial - link 
- Paclitaxel-coated versus uncoated devices for infrainguinal endovascular revascularisation in 
patients with intermittent claudication (SWEDEPAD 2): a multicentre, participant-masked, registry-
based, randomised controlled trial - link 
- Parent-focused behavioural interventions for the prevention of early childhood obesity (TOPCHILD): 
a systematic review and individual participant data meta-analysis - link 
 
Lancet Diabetes & Endocrinology 
- What is the hidden cost of expensive drugs? - link 
- Global, regional, and national cascades of diabetes care, 2000–23: a systematic review and 
modelling analysis using findings from the Global Burden of Disease Study - link 
 
Lancet Infectious Diseases 
- Global policy responses to antimicrobial resistance, 2021–22: a systematic governance analysis of 
161 countries and territories - link 
- Autoantibodies in long COVID: a systematic review - link 
- More data needed on the FDA's decision to suspend Ixchiq - link 
- Artificial Intelligence and Infectious Diseases - link 
 
Lancet Psychiatry 
- Antipsychotic prescriptions in people with dementia in primary care: a cohort study investigating 
adherence of dose and duration to UK clinical guidelines - link 
- Weight trajectories and access to weight management services in individuals with severe mental 
illness in the UK: a population-based, matched cohort study - link 
  
Molecular Diversity Preservation International (MDPI) – Pharmacy Journal 
- Developing a Theoretically Informed Strategy to Enhance Pharmacist-Led Deprescribing in Care 
Homes for Older People - link 
- Scaffolded Medication Therapy Management in a Pharmacy Skills Laboratory: A Structured 
Approach to Skill Development - link 
 
Medical Journal of Australia  
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https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamaoncology/article-abstract/2837870
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapsychiatry/article-abstract/2838205
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https://jnccn.org/view/journals/jnccn/23/9/article-p363.xml
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jppr.70038
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https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(25)01335-2/abstract
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(25)01033-5/abstract
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https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(25)00406-2/fulltext
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https://www.thelancet.com/series-do/artificial-intelligence-and-infectious-diseases
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpsy/article/PIIS2215-0366(25)00261-5/fulltext
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- Incidence of GLP‐1 receptor agonist use by women of reproductive age attending general practices 

in Australia, 2011–2022: a retrospective open cohort study - link 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
- One Dose versus Three Doses of Benzathine Penicillin G in Early Syphilis - link 
- Management of Acute Type B Aortic Dissection - link 
- High-Dose Influenza Vaccine Effectiveness against Hospitalization in Older Adults - link 
- High-Dose Influenza Vaccine to Reduce Hospitalizations - link 
- RSV Prefusion F Vaccine for Prevention of Hospitalization in Older Adults - link 
- Targeting APOC3 with Olezarsen in Moderate Hypertriglyceridemia - link 
- Overall Survival with Amivantamab–Lazertinib in EGFR-Mutated Advanced NSCLC - link 
- Medications for Opioid Use Disorder in County Jails — Outcomes after Release - link 
- Orforglipron, an Oral Small-Molecule GLP-1 Receptor Agonist for Obesity Treatment - link 
 
Pharmaceutical Journal 
- Dialling back antibiotic prescribing in children - link 
 
Pharmacotherapy 
- Association of Omeprazole-Related Myopathy With Drug–Drug and Drug–Gene Interactions 
Involving CYP2C19 and CYP3A4: A Nested Case–Control Study - link 
- The Use of Plasma Exchange for Clozapine Intoxication: A Case Report - link 
- A Multicenter, Open-Label Study to Assess the Safety of Nebulized Tissue Plasminogen Activator 
for the Acute Treatment of Pediatric Plastic Bronchitis: The PLATyPuS Trial - link 
- Severe Persistent Urinary Retention Following Treatment with Intravenous Lecanemab: Urinary 
Retention with IV Lecanemab - link 
 
Thrombosis and Haemostasis 
- Direct Oral Anticoagulants for Prevention of Venous Thromboembolism after Cancer-related 
Surgery: Systematic Review and Network Meta-analysis - link 
 

CONSULTATIONS  

Agency for Clinical Innovation, NSW (ACI) 
- Stroke intravenous thrombolysis – closes 3 October 2025 - link 
 
Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- NSQHS Standards (third edition) - Public Consultation 1 - closes 30 September 2025 – link 
 
Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS) 
- Equitable access to medicines for the treatment of obesity – closes 24 September 2025 - link 
- Review of Code of Ethics for Pharmacists - closes 10 October 2025 - link 
 
Pharmacy Board of Australia 
- Have your say on draft guidelines on safe provision of pharmacy services – closes 13 October 2025 
- link 
 
TGA 
- Reviewing the safety and regulatory oversight of unapproved medicinal cannabis products - closes 
on 7 October 2025 - link 
- Have your say on updates to Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP) Guidelines – closes 7 October 
2025 - link 
- Product Information as a package insert - consumer administered injectables - closes on 7 
November 2025 - link 
 

WEBINARS & PODCASTS 

Australian Prescriber Podcasts 

mailto:nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2025/223/7/incidence-glp-1-receptor-agonist-use-women-reproductive-age-attending-general
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2401802
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMra2405257
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2509907
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2509834
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2509810
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2507227
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2503001
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMsa2415987
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2511774
https://pharmaceutical-journal.com/article/feature/dialling-back-antibiotic-prescribing-in-children
https://accpjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/phar.70058
https://accpjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/phar.70057
https://accpjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/phar.70056
https://accpjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/phar.70060
https://www.thieme-connect.com/products/ejournals/abstract/10.1055/a-2628-3967
https://aci.health.nsw.gov.au/networks/have-your-say/stroke-intravenous-thrombolysis
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/newsroom/consultations/nsqhs-standards-third-edition-public-consultation-1
https://www.pbs.gov.au/info/news/2025/09/public-consultation-open-on-equitable-access-to-medicines-for-the-treatment-of-obesity
https://www.pbs.gov.au/info/news/2025/09/consultation-open-for-review-of-code-of-ethics-for-pharmacists
https://www.pharmacyboard.gov.au/News/2025-08-18-have-your-say.aspx
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/consultation/consultation-reviewing-safety-and-regulatory-oversight-unapproved-medicinal-cannabis-products
https://www.tga.gov.au/news/news/have-your-say-updates-good-manufacturing-practice-gmp-guidelines
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/consultation/consultation-product-information-package-insert-consumer-administered-injectables
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- E197: Potentially inappropriate medicines for older people 
 
Purple Pen Podcast 
- PPP 178 - Anticoagulation Stewardship 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

ACSQHC 
- National Medicines Symposium NMS 2025, virtual - 22 October 2025 - register 
 
ADPHA 
- Medicines Management 2025, 27-29 November 2025, Melbourne – register 

 
NHMRC Medicines Intelligence Centre of Research Excellence (MI-CRE)  
- Fifth Annual Research Symposium: Better together: advancing medicines intelligence through 
partnerships, 29-30 October 2025, UNSW Sydney - register  

 

Fortnightly TAG Mail – resources list  4 September 2025 

NSW TAG ACTIVITIES 

New open email discussions 

- Policies for DTC oversight of programmable infusion pumps. Closes 19th September 20205 
- Hospital/district use/criteria for use of andexanet alfa and relevant policy/protocols/guidance 
documents. Closes 9th September 2025 

 
Recently completed email discussions 
-Lists of time critical medicines 
 
Upcoming TAG meeting dates 
-TAG General Meeting- 9th September 3.40-4.30pm 
-TAG General Meeting – 30th October 3-4.30pm 
-TAG AGM - 30th October- 4.30-5pm 
 

Updated TAG publications 

- Know Your Insulins Poster v2.0 July 2025- link 
Note co-branding potential for hospitals. Contact Sasha Bennett at sasha.bennett@svha.org.au if you 
are interested in customising the information for your hospital/LHD and co-branding with NSW TAG. 
CATAG 
- Seeking expressions of interest to join an Expert Advisory Group for the review and update of 
“Rethinking Medicines Decision-Making in Australian Hospitals: Guiding Principles for the Quality Use 
of Off-Label Medicines (2013)” - Ms Julie Briggs qumofficer2@catag.org.au can be contacted for EOI 
form – EOI submission deadline is Friday 15 September 2025 
-Achieving effective medicines governance: Guiding Principles for the roles and responsibilities of 
Medicines and Therapeutics Committees in Australian hospitals (Version 2 – June 2025). Scope of 
has been expanded to include both public and private hospital-related MTCs - link 
-Making a medicine: Testing to treatment. Provides a clear and accessible overview of how new 
medicines are developed and delivered within Australia’s healthcare system - link 
 
Contact Sasha Bennett at sasha.bennett@svha.org.au for information about any email 
discussions, publications or upcoming meetings.  

EDITOR’S PICKS  

BJCP: Effectiveness and safety of combining thiazides with loop diuretics vs. loop diuretics 
monotherapy in patients with ADHF - link 

mailto:nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/podcast/episode-197-potentially-inappropriate-medicines-for-older-people.html
https://www.purplepenpodcast.com/home/2025/9/14/ppp-178-anticoagulation-stewardship-with-hadley-bortz-and-julianne-chong
https://safetyandquality.tv/national-medicines-symposium-2025/
https://mm2025.adpha.au/
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/mi-cre-2025-annual-research-symposium-and-policy-forum-tickets-1343519014539?aff=oddtdtcreator
http://www.nswtag.org.au/email-discussions-4/
http://www.nswtag.org.au/important-dates/
https://www.nswtag.org.au/
https://www.nswtag.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Know-your-insulins_Poster_V2_July-2025.pdf
mailto:sasha.bennett@svha.org.au
mailto:qumofficer2@catag.org.au
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/catag.org.au/resource/achieving-effective-medicines-governance/__;!!LUsMDrd6!h1PvuXHPJlZ9kwsS3P8J9xMQNFYL_USBkPDS7Om2K4DEbf7WojJq7oKJXY6kOaj57q6FMiASSZ20dd3gXxINT1hNf94$
https://catag.org.au/resource/achieving-effective-medicines-governance/
https://catag.org.au/resource/consumer-making-a-medicine/
mailto:sasha.bennett@svha.org.au
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70257
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BJCP: AKI and morbi-mortality associated with “triple whammy” combination - link 
BMJ: Unintended consequences of using ambient scribes in general practice - link 
BMJ: Medications for adults with type 2 diabetes - link 
BMJ QS: Key partner priorities for measures of safe outpatient paediatric medication use - link 
Circ: Dapagliflozin in Patients Hospitalized for Heart Failure - link 
Circ: Sacubitril-Valsartan and Prevention of Cardiac Dysfunction During Adjuvant Breast Cancer 
Therapy - link 
Cochrane: Interventions for preventing falls in older people in care facilities - link 
EHJ: Discontinuation of renin–angiotensin system inhibitors before non-cardiac surgery - link 
EHJ: Antithrombotic therapy after coronary artery bypass graft surgery: a Clinical Consensus 
Statement 
EHJ: Recent-onset atrial fibrillation: challenges and opportunities - link 
EHJ: Incidence and risk factors of immune checkpoint inhibitor myocardial and muscle toxicity- link 
EMA: Improving Emergency Department Prescribing of Anticoagulation for Atrial Fibrillation - link 
IMJ: Immune-related adverse events in immune checkpoint inhibitor therapy for cancer - review 
IMJ: Thiazide-induced hyponatraemia - review 
IJCP: Real-world safety profile of mitomycin - link 
IJCP: Evaluating medication discrepancies and harm - link 
IJCP: Incidence and risk factors of acute kidney injury in patients with polypharmacy: a systematic 
review and meta-analysis - link 
IJCP: ADHD prescribing - link 
IJCP: Using explainable causal AI to separate signal from noise in pharmacovigilance - link 
JAMA: Long-Term Anticoagulation Discontinuation After Catheter Ablation for Atrial Fibrillation - link 
JGIM: Joint Clinical Practice Guideline on Benzodiazepine Tapering - link 
Lancet: BP-lowering efficacy of antihypertensive drugs and their combinations - link 
Lancet: Benefit–harm trade-offs of intensive blood pressure control versus standard blood pressure 
control on CV and renal outcomes: - link 
Lancet: Clopidogrel versus aspirin for secondary prevention of coronary artery disease - link 
Lancet: β blockers after myocardial infarction with mildly reduced ejection fraction - link 
Lancet ID: Sotrovimab versus usual care in patients admitted to hospital with COVID-19 - link 
Lancet ID: Community-acquired respiratory virus infections in patients with haematological 
malignancies or undergoing haematopoietic cell transplantation - link 
NEJM: Increasing the Potassium Level in Patients at High Risk for Ventricular Arrhythmias - link 
NEJM: Reduction of Antihypertensive Treatment in Nursing Home Residents - link 
NIHR - Developing evidence-based guidelines for describing potential benefits and harms within 
patient information leaflets/sheets (PILs) that inform and do not cause harm (PrinciPILs) - link 
Prescrire Int: Editorial: Pricing of new drugs: deadlock – free 
Thromb & Haem: Major Bleeding Risk During Concomitant Use of Antiarrhythmic Drugs and Oral 
Factor Xa Inhibitors - link 
 

OTHER NEWS  

Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- Standards supporting sustainable, resilient, high-quality care - link 
- Commission unveils new Strategic Plan and brand - link 
- ‘Safety through adverse event reporting’ QUM learning module – with CPD credit - link 
 
NSW Health 
- Measles alert for Sydney [29 August 2025] 
- Health Care Records - Documentation and Management (PD2025_035) 
 
TGA 
- Follow-up TGA statement on CHOICE SPF sunscreen report - link 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – AUSTRALIA 

Agency for Clinical Innovation, NSW (ACI) 

mailto:nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70263
https://www.bmj.com/content/390/bmj-2025-085754
https://www.bmj.com/content/390/bmj-2024-083039
https://qualitysafety.bmj.com/content/early/2025/08/27/bmjqs-2025-018799
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/abs/10.1161/CIRCULATIONAHA.125.076575
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/abs/10.1161/CIRCULATIONAHA.125.076616
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD016064/full
https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/eurheartj/ehaf573/8243848?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/advance-article/doi/10.1093/eurheartj/ehaf423/8242428
https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/advance-article/doi/10.1093/eurheartj/ehaf478/8236606
https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/advance-article/doi/10.1093/eurheartj/ehaf682/8243743
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1742-6723.70097
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imj.70183
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imj.70175
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-01994-0
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-01996-y
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-01988-y
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-01979-z
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-02004-z
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2838294
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11606-025-09499-2
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(25)00991-2/abstract
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(25)01391-1/abstract
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(25)01562-4/abstract
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(25)01592-2/abstract
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(25)00361-5/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(25)00365-2/fulltext
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2509542
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2508157
https://www.journalslibrary.nihr.ac.uk/hta/GJJH2402
https://english.prescrire.org/en/81/168/69437/0/NewsDetails.aspx
https://www.thieme-connect.com/products/ejournals/abstract/10.1055/a-2679-6101
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/newsroom/latest-news/standards-supporting-sustainable-resilient-high-quality-care
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/publications-and-resources/resource-library/media-release-commission-unveils-new-strategic-plan-and-brand
https://learn.nps.org.au/course/index.php?categoryid=77
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/news/Pages/20250829_03.aspx
https://www1.health.nsw.gov.au/pds/Pages/doc.aspx?dn=PD2025_035
https://www.tga.gov.au/news/news/follow-tga-statement-choice-spf-sunscreen-report


 
 

Advancing quality use of medicines in NSW public hospitals and the wider community since 1988 
Ph: 0407418 072 ｜Email: nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au 
An initiative of NSW clinical pharmacologists & pharmacists 
ABN: 82 707 308 091 
 
 

The latest weekly Evidence Digest can be found here 
- PCA (Patient controlled analgesia) presentation; PCA chart (adult) explanatory notes - link 
 
Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- Antimicrobial use in the community: 2024 - link 
 
Australian Government Department of Health 
- Electronic National Residential Medication Charts (eNRMC) and My Health Record (MHR) Webinar 
Update – 12 August 2025 – Fact sheet - Pharmacist fact sheet 
- National Immunisation Program schedule – Fact sheet 
- NIP childhood and adolescence pneumococcal vaccine provider advice for health professionals – 
Fact sheet 
- Following vaccination – what to expect and what to do – Fact sheet 
 
 
 
Deeble Institute 
-Perspectives Brief No. 37: The role of Health, Research and Education Precincts in establishing local 
learning health systems and achieving value-based healthcare 
 
MIMS monthly updates 
- New Products 
-- Albutrepenonacog alfa (Idelvion) for all patients with haemophilia B for routine prophylaxis to 
prevent or reduce the frequency of bleeding episodes, and for control and prevention of bleeding 
episodes including in the perioperative setting. Contraindicated in those with known hypersensitivity to 
hamster protein 
 -- Garadacimab (Andembry) for routine prevention of recurrent HAE attacks in patients aged 12 years 
and older with C1-esterase inhibitor deficiency or dysfunction HAE. Prefilled pen contains 
garadacimab 200 mg per 1.2 mL. 
 -- Palovarotene (Sohonos) is a retinoic acid receptor gamma (RARγ) selective agonist indicated to 
reduce the formation of heterotopic ossification in adults and children aged > 8 years (females) and > 
10 years (males) with FOP. Contraindicated in patients with a history of allergy or hypersensitivity to 
other retinoids; in females of childbearing potential unless all of the conditions of pregnancy 
prevention are met, or they are not at risk for pregnancy; in women who are pregnant; and in women 
who are breastfeeding (women should not breastfeed for at least 1 month following cessation) 
 -- Talquetamab (Talvey) has provisional approval as monotherapy for the treatment of adults with 
relapsed or refractory multiple myeloma, who have previously received at least four prior therapies, 
including a proteasome inhibitor, an immunomodulatory agent, and an anti-CD38 antibody 
- New Indications 
-- Cabozantinib ((S)-malate) (Cabometyx) for adults with locally advanced/unresectable or metastatic, 
well-differentiated extra-pancreatic or pancreatic neuroendocrine tumours who have progressed on at 
least one prior systemic therapy other than a somatostatin analogue 
 -- Guselkumab (Tremfya) for the treatment of adults with moderately to severely active ulcerative 
colitis who have had an inadequate response, lost response, or are intolerant to either conventional 
therapy, a biological treatment, or a Janus kinase inhibitor; and, moderately to severely active Crohn’s 
disease who have had an inadequate response, lost response, or were intolerant to either 
conventional therapy or a biological treatment/ 
 -- Pembrolizumab (rch) (Keytruda) now indicated in combination with pemetrexed and platinum 
chemotherapy for the first-line treatment of adult patients with unresectable advanced or metastatic 
malignant pleural mesothelioma, and as monotherapy for the treatment of adult and adolescent (12 
years and older) patients with recurrent locally advanced or metastatic Merkel cell carcinoma 
 
TGA 
- Medicinal cannabis: News and updates - link 
-- Applications and reporting for unapproved medicinal cannabis - link 

mailto:nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au
https://aci.health.nsw.gov.au/statewide-programs/critical-intelligence-unit/past-digests
https://aci.health.nsw.gov.au/search?query=news&sort=date
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/publications-and-resources/resource-library/antimicrobial-use-community-2024
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/electronic-national-residential-medication-charts-enrmc-and-my-health-record-mhr-webinar-update-12-august-2025?language=en
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/electronic-national-residential-medication-charts-enrmc-pharmacist-fact-sheet?language=en
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/national-immunisation-program-schedule?language=en
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/nip-childhood-and-adolescence-pneumococcal-vaccine-provider-advice-for-health-professionals?language=en
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/following-vaccination-what-to-expect-and-what-to-do?language=en
https://ahha.asn.au/resource/the-role-of-health-research-and-education-precincts-in-establishing-local-learning-health-systems-and-achieving-value-based-healthcare/
https://www.ebs.tga.gov.au/ebs/picmi/picmirepository.nsf/pdf?OpenAgent&id=CP-2016-PI-02542-1
https://www.ebs.tga.gov.au/ebs/picmi/picmirepository.nsf/pdf?OpenAgent&id=CP-2025-PI-01056-1
https://www.ebs.tga.gov.au/ebs/picmi/picmirepository.nsf/pdf?OpenAgent&id=CP-2023-PI-02671-1
https://www.ebs.tga.gov.au/ebs/picmi/picmirepository.nsf/pdf?OpenAgent&id=CP-2024-PI-02631-1
https://www.ebs.tga.gov.au/ebs/picmi/picmirepository.nsf/pdf?OpenAgent&id=CP-2018-PI-01133-1
https://www.ebs.tga.gov.au/ebs/picmi/picmirepository.nsf/pdf?OpenAgent&id=CP-2018-PI-01506-1
https://www.ebs.tga.gov.au/ebs/picmi/picmirepository.nsf/pdf?OpenAgent&id=CP-2023-PI-01512-1
https://www.tga.gov.au/products/unapproved-therapeutic-goods/medicinal-cannabis-hub/medicinal-cannabis-news-and-updates
https://www.tga.gov.au/products/unapproved-therapeutic-goods/medicinal-cannabis-hub/applications-and-reporting-unapproved-medicinal-cannabis
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-- Medicinal cannabis: Information for health professionals - link 
-- Medicinal cannabis product categories - link 
-- SAS and AP categories for medicinal cannabis products - link 
- Special Access Scheme (SAS) Category C lists - link 
- Database of section 19A approvals to import and supply medicines to address medicine shortages 
- AusPARs:  
-- Capvaxive for active immunisation for the prevention of pneumococcal disease caused by 
Streptococcus pneumoniae serotypes (3, 6A, 7F, 8, 9N, 10A, 11A, 12F, 15A, 15B, 15C, 16F, 17F, 
19A, 20A, 22F, 23A, 23B, 24F, 31, 33F, and 35B) in adults 18 years of age and older 
-- Elucirem/Vueway (gadopiclenol) is indicated in adults and children aged 2 years and older for 
contrast-enhanced magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) to detect and visualise lesions with abnormal 
blood brain barrier or abnormal vascularity in the central nervous system (brain, spine, and associated 
tissues) and the body (head and neck, thorax, abdomen, pelvis and musculoskeletal system) 
-- Fruzaqla (fruquintinib) for adults with metastatic colorectal cancer (mCRC) 
-- Skytrofa (lonapegsomatropin) for growth failure in children and adolescents aged from 3-18 years 
due to insufficient endogenous growth hormone secretion 
-- Tepezza for moderate to severe Thyroid Eye Disease 
-- Winrevair (sotatercept) for adults with pulmonary arterial hypertension (PAH) in WHO Functional 
Class (FC) II or III, in combination with standard therapy 
Prescription medicine registrations - link 
 
Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine  
- Volume 20 Issue 3 August 2025 includes two cases about medications and medication management 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – INTERNATIONAL  

All Wales Medicines Strategy Group 
- All Wales Shared Care Framework – updated 
 
British Menopause Society 
- Managing sleep disturbance during the menopause transition - link 
 
British National Formulary 
- BNF/BNFC newsletter: August 2025 
 
electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- New products 
-- Jakavi (ruxolitinib) 5mg/ml oral solution - new presentation for patients aged 2 years and older with 
acute or chronic graft versus host disease who have inadequate response to corticosteroids 
-- Jaypirca (pirobrutinib) 50 and 100mg film-coated tablets, an oral treatment for adults with relapsed 
or refractory mantle cell lymphoma or chronic lymphocytic leukaemia who have previously been 
treated with a Bruton’s tyrosine kinase inhibitor such as ibrutinib 
 
European Medicines Agency (EMA) 
- Outcome of assessment on Revolade (eltrombopag) for severe aplastic anaemia in children - link 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- FDA suspends biologics license for Chikungunya vaccine - link 
- New Drug approvals 
-- Dawnzera (donidalorsen) to prevent attacks of hereditary angioedema 
-- Wayrilz (rilzabrutinib) to treat adults with persistent or chronic immune thrombocytopenia - link 
-- Lower-dose Leuprolide approval for advanced prostate cancer - link 
-- Subcutaneous lecanemab for early AD - link 
 
King’s College London 
- 2023 LeDeR report into avoidable and preventable deaths of people with learning disabilities - link 

mailto:nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au
https://www.tga.gov.au/products/unapproved-therapeutic-goods/medicinal-cannabis-hub/medicinal-cannabis-information-health-professionals
https://www.tga.gov.au/products/unapproved-therapeutic-goods/medicinal-cannabis-hub/medicinal-cannabis-product-categories
https://www.tga.gov.au/products/unapproved-therapeutic-goods/medicinal-cannabis-hub/medicinal-cannabis-products-active-ingredients/sas-and-ap-categories-medicinal-cannabis-products
https://www.tga.gov.au/products/unapproved-therapeutic-goods/prescribe-unapproved-therapeutic-good-health-practitioners/lists-products-established-history-use/special-access-scheme-sas-category-c-lists
https://www.tga.gov.au/ws-s19a-index
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/auspar/capvaxive
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/auspar/elucirem-and-vueway
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/auspar/fruzaqla
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/auspar/skytrofa
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/auspar/tepezza
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/auspar/winrevair
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/prescription-medicines-registrations
https://www.thecommuniques.com/post/residential-aged-care-communiqu%C3%A9-volume-20-issue-3-august-2025
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-guidance/all-wales-shared-care-framework/
https://thebms.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/25-NEW-BMS-ToolsforClinicians-Managing-sleep-disturbance-AUGUST2025-A.pdf
https://info.pharmaceuticalpress.com/webmail/565002/1292493291/e7aca42fc25884b34e3dcc9c4b1fa4f4a4fe8d0fa7442f1de3330d0ac4eaf9dc
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/documents/medicine-qa/questions-answers-outcome-assessment-use-revolade-treatment-severe-aplastic-anaemia-children_en.pdf
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Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) 
- GLP-1 medicines for weight loss and diabetes: what you need to know (updated) - link 
- Approves gepotidacin (Blujepa) to treat uncomplicated urinary tract infections in females aged >12 
years, weighing at least 40 kg 
- Approves zuranolone (Zurzuvae) to treat postnatal depression in adults following childbirth 
 
National Records of Scotland 
- Drug-related deaths in Scotland, 2024 - link 
 
NHS England 
- National dose banding table: enfortumab vedotin 10mg/mL ; trifluridine tipiracil ; bleomycin 
3000iumL ; raltitrexed 0.5mgmL 
- Shingles vaccine to be offered to hundreds of thousands more immunosuppressed adults - link 
 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) UK  
- Pembrolizumab with carboplatin and paclitaxel for untreated primary advanced or recurrent 
endometrial cancer (TA1092) 
- Idebenone for visual impairment in Leber’s hereditary optic neuropathy in those >12 years (TA1093) 
- Guselkumab for treating moderately to severely active ulcerative colitis (TA1094) 
- Guselkumab for previously treated moderately to severely active Crohn's disease (TA1095) 
- Benralizumab for treating relapsing or refractory eosinophilic granulomatosis with polyangiitis 
(TA1096) 
- Tirzepatide for managing overweight and obesity - updated (TA1026) 
- Tirzepatide for treating type 2 diabetes (TA924) 
- Bipolar disorder: assessment and management – updated (CG185) 
- Chronic heart failure in adults: diagnosis and management – updated (NG106) (QS9) 
- Pneumonia: diagnosis and management (NG250) (QS110) 
- Suspected acute respiratory infection in over 16s: assessment at first presentation and initial 
management – updated (NG237) 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Research (NIHR) 
- Developing evidence-based guidelines for describing potential benefits and harms within patient 
information leaflets/sheets (PILs) that inform and do not cause harm (PrinciPILs) - link 
- Eradication of Helicobacter pylori for prevention of aspirin-associated peptic ulcer bleeding in adults 
over 65 years: the HEAT RCT - link 
 
Nuffield Trust 
- Assisted dying in practice: International experiences and implications for health and social care - link 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- Prescribing available HRT products (republished) - link 
- Understanding food supplements - link 
- Using food supplements - link 
 
The King’s Fund (UK) 
- GLP-1 drugs on the NHS: Can, and should, we roll them out at scale? - link 
 
UK Health Security Agency 
- Decolonisation of individuals to prevent recurrence of Staphylococcal infection: A rapid systematic 
review - link 
- Intravenous immunoglobulin for the treatment of invasive PVL-SA - link 
 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
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- Strengthening primary health care-oriented health systems to address antimicrobial resistance: 
policy brief - link 
- Abortion care guideline, 2nd ed - link 
- WHO releases new reports and estimates highlighting urgent gaps in mental health - link 
 

MEDICATION SAFETY 

Australian and New Zealand College of Anaesthetists (ANZCA) & Faculty of Pain Medicine 
- Propofol pump software error - link 
 
electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- Revised SPCs 
-- Arthrotec (misoprostol, diclofenac) - “fixed drug eruption, generalised bullous fixed drug eruption” 
included as an ADR, with unknown frequency 
-- Colchicine - updated to align the dosage instructions for adults with those recommended by the 
British Society Rheumatology ie 500 microgram tablet 2-4 times daily until symptoms are relieved, no 
more than 6mg colchicine in a single course and at least 72 hours between courses 
-- Cyklokapron (tranexamic acid) - following serious ADRs including fatal events when inadvertently 
administered intrathecally, warning is included that it should only be used intravenously. To prevent 
confusion with other injectables, SPC recommends labelling syringes containing tranexamic acid 
-- Pegasys (peginterferon alfa-2a) - extension for use as monotherapy in adults with polycythaemia 
vera and essential thrombocythaemia 
-- Scemblix (asciminib) - co-administration with a strong CYP3A4 inducer (phenytoin; single dose) 
decreased asciminib AUC & Cmax by 34% and 22%, respectively, and to advise caution during 
concomitant administration with BCRP substrates (e.g. sulfasalazine, methotrexate, rosuvastatin) 
-- Suxamethonium Chloride Solution - risk of allergic reactions, including anaphylaxis. There is a high 
rate of cross-sensitivity (>50%) between neuromuscular blocking agents. Appearance of first signs of 
a reaction requires discontinuation of suxamethonium & initiation of symptomatic treatment 
-- Tremfya (guselkumab) - subcutaneous induction dose option when used to treat ulcerative colitis 
-- Trulicity (dulaglutide) - dysgeusia (taste disorder) as an ADR with uncommon frequency 
-- Uniphyllin (theophylline)- GI discomfort & arrhythmias added as ADRs (unknown frequency); 
valaciclovir added to list of medicines that reduce clearance of theophylline, line included on half-life 
reduced in smokers & with high alcohol intake, & may be affected by composition of diet 
-- Yescarta (axicabtagene ciloleucel) - secondary malignancy of myeloid origin information updated. 
Haemorrhage added as an ADR of common frequency. Frequency of ADR, ‘secondary malignancy of 
T-cell origin’ changed from rare to uncommon 
-- Zavicefta (ceftazidime/ avibactam) – administration details updated for paediatric patients from birth 
to less than 3 months. Previously it was only licensed for use in children aged 3 months and over 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- Recommends additional, earlier MRI monitoring for patients with Alzheimer’s disease taking 
Leqembi (lecanemab) - link 
- Removes risk evaluation and mitigation strategy (REMS) program for clozapine - link 
 
Health Canada – MedEffect Notice  
- Health Product InfoWatch, August 2025 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) UK 
- MHRA Safety Roundup: August 2025 
-- Carbimazole or thiamazole (synonym: methimazole)-containing products: Risk of acute pancreatitis 
and strengthened advice on contraception – link 
-- Specific brand of children’s magnesium gummies found to contain undeclared melatonin - link 
 
MIMS monthly updates 
- New Contraindications 
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-- Ocrelizumab (Ocrevus) now contraindicated in patients with current active infection; in a severely 
immunocompromised state; and with known active malignancies 
 
TGA 
- Product Information safety updates - August 2025 
-- sotatercept Winrevair – ADR: right-to-left intrapulmonary shunting from SOTERIA data 
-- dolutegravir, rilpivirine hydrochloride Juluca – ADR: sideroblastic anaemia 
-- guanfacine hydrochloride Intuniv – ADR/overdose: electrocardiogram QT prolonged 
-- busulfan Myleran – ADR: pulmonary hypertension 
-- dalteparin sodium Fragmin - Special warnings and precautions for use: Change from “oral 
anticoagulants” to “other anticoagulants” ; Interactions with other medicines and other forms of 
interactions: Change from “oral anticoagulants” to “other anticoagulants”, Updated to include the 
interaction with andexanet alfa 
-- modafinil Modavigil – Contraindications: Use during pregnancy ; Special warnings and precautions 
for use: Updated information on fetal harm ; Fertility, pregnancy and lactation: Congenital 
malformations and spontaneous abortion when used during pregnancy 
-- dactinomycin Cosmegen - Special warnings and precautions for use: Warning regarding use of 
contraception during Cosmegen treatmen ; Fertility, pregnancy and lactation: Warning regarding use 
of contraception during treatment treatment 
-- clozapine Clopine - Special warnings and precautions for use: pericarditis ; Fertility, pregnancy and 
lactation: Exposure during third trimester, Disease-associated maternal risk, Presence in breastmilk ; 
ADRs: Pericarditis and faecal incontinence from post-marketing 
-- mesalazine Mezavant - Special warnings and precautions for use: Idiopathic intracranial 
hypertension ; ADR: Idiopathic intracranial hypertension 
-- sodium zirconium cyclosilicate hydrate Lokelma - Special warnings/precautions for use/ADR: 
worsening of pre-existing heart failure 
-- dolutegravir sodium Tivicay - ADR: Blood and lymphatic disorders - very rare: sideroblastic anaemia 
-- obeticholic acid Ocaliva – Boxed warning added under subheading 'Hepatic decompensation and 
hepatic failure in PBC patients with cirrhosis': Hepatic failure, sometimes fatal or resulting in liver 
transplant, has been reported with Ocaliva treatment in primary biliary cholangitis (PBC) patients with 
either compensated or decompensated cirrhosis. Ocaliva is contraindicated in PBC patients with 
decompensated cirrhosis, or a prior decompensation event, or with compensated cirrhosis who have 
evidence of portal hypertension. Permanently discontinue Ocaliva in patients who develop laboratory 
or clinical evidence of hepatic decompensation, have compensated cirrhosis and develop evidence of 
portal hypertension, or experience clinically significant hepatic adverse reactions while on treatment 
-- avanafil Spedra - ADR: Hypotension 
-- DBL Fentanyl, DBL Pethidine Hydrochloride, DBL Morphine Sulfate - ADR: Cases of oesophageal 
disorder (e.g., oesophageal motility disorder, lower oesophageal sphincter relaxation impaired, 
oesophageal peristalsis decreased) reported with opioid therapy 
-- DBL Heparin Sodium - Interactions with other medicines/other forms of interactions: Concomitant 
use of heparin and andexanet alpha may reduce the effectiveness of heparin 
-- denosumab Ganvado – ADR: Updated with incidence rates from post-marketing study in 
osteonecrosis of the jaw (ONJ) and atypical femoral fractures (AFF) in the Giant Cell Tumour of Bone 
(GCTB) population 
-- DBL Dexamethasone Sodium Phosphate Injection, hydrocortisone sodium succinate Solu-Cortef, 
methylprednisolone acetate Depo-Medrol / Depo-Nisolone – ADR: Panniculitis 
-- estriol Ovestin Cream - ADR: dysuria, Genital burning sensation, Vulvovaginal burning sensation 
-- fentanyl citrate Abstral - Interactions with other medicines/ other forms of interactions: Concomitant 
administration of opioids and anticholinergic drugs may increase anticholinergic adverse effects 
-- glibenclamide/metformin hydrochloride Glucovance - Special warnings/precautions for use: Patients 
with known or suspected mitochondrial diseases, Alcohol ingestion, especially combined with fasting 
-- risperidone Rixadone - Dose and Method of Administration: new dosing instructions and figures for 
the oral solution under ‘Directions for Opening the Bottle and using the Pipette for the Oral Solution’ 
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-- tamoxifen citrate Nolvadex / Nolvadex-D - Special warnings and precautions for use: Use for 
reduction of breast cancer risk or breast cancer treatment may reduce bone mineral density in 
premenopausal women. Premenopausal women should be advised to maintain bone health 
-- vedolizumab Entyvio - ADR: Tubulointerstitial nephritis 
-- gadobutrol Gadovist 1.0 - Special warnings and precautions for use: additional warning under 
subheading 'Acute Respiratory Distress Syndrome (ARDS)'. ARDS has been reported in patients 
administered Gadovist 1.0 and may be characterised by severe hypoxemia requiring oxygen support 
and mechanical ventilation. These manifestations may resemble an immediate hypersensitivity 
reaction with onset of respiratory distress within 
-- ripretinib Qinlock - Interactions with other medicines/other forms of interactions: Update to 
interactions with CYP and UGT1A substrates 
-- DBL Morphine Sulfate - external sitePfizer Australia Pty Ltd4.8 - Adverse effects (undesirable 
effects)Added: Oesophageal disorder (e.g., oesophageal motility disorder, lower oesophageal 
sphincter relaxation impaired, oesophageal peristalsis decreased) 
-- atropine sulfate monohydrate Atropt 1% - Effects on ability to drive and use machines: Pupil dilation 
will last for up to 12 days. This can make driving or using machinery difficult and possibly hazardous 
-- paclitaxel Anzatax - Fertility, pregnancy and lactation: Fertility preservation, Contraception duration 
and breastfeeding recommendations 
-- calcifediol monohydrate Vistella - ADRs: Abdominal discomfort and dyspepsia, Table with TEAEs 
-- trabectedin Yondelis - Special warnings and precautions for use/Fertility, pregnancy and lactation: 
Use of highly effective contraception for appropriate duration 
- Updates to the Prescribing Medicines in Pregnancy database - July 2025 
-- ublituximab C ; lonapegsomatropin B2 ; landiolol C 
- Information about major medicine shortages – link 
-- About the shortage of Bicillin L-A (benzathine benzylpenicillin tetrahydrate) prefilled syringe for 
injection - link 
-- About the shortage of methylphenidate hydrochloride products - link 
-- About the shortage of Pegasys (peginterferon alfa-2a) injection - link 
-- Substitutions approved for shortage of Presolol 100 (labetalol hydrochloride 100 mg) tablets - link 
-- About the shortage of Creon (pancreatic extract) capsules - link 
 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
- Medical Product Alert N°4/2025: Substandard (contaminated) FENTANILO HLB (fentanyl citrate) - 
link 
 

PAPERS OF INTEREST 

American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy (AJHP)  
- Spaced learning versus traditional learning for pharmacists implementing β-lactam therapeutic drug 
monitoring - link 
- Extreme variability in linezolid concentrations in the ICU: A case for routine therapeutic drug 
monitoring - link 
- It’s time to stop rounding serum creatinine - link 
- Sulopenem Etzadroxil and Probenecid: A Drug Review of a Novel Oral Penem Active Against 
Extended-Spectrum Beta-Lactamase (ESBL) Producing Bacteria - link 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
- High-Concentration Delta-9-Tetrahydrocannabinol Cannabis Products and Mental Health Outcomes: 
A Systematic Review - link 
- Long-Term Routine Laboratory Toxicity Monitoring of Immunomodulatory Drugs in Rheumatoid 
Arthritis: A Retrospective Cohort Study - link 
 
Arthritis & Rheumatology 
- Incidence of Major Adverse Cardiovascular Events in Patients With Rheumatoid Arthritis Treated 
With JAK Inhibitors Compared With Biologic Disease-Modifying Antirheumatic Drugs: Data From an 
International Collaboration of Registries - link 
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https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxaf220/8237645
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/ANNALS-24-03819
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- Recurrence Risk in Pediatric Noninfectious Uveitis During Adalimumab Tapering: An International 
Multicenter Retrospective Study - link 
 
British Journal of Clinical Pharmacology 
- Effects of pharmacist care on hospitalizations in heart failure across outpatient and inpatient 
settings: A systematic review and meta-analysis - link 
- Effectiveness and safety of interventions for fever-associated discomfort in children: A systematic 
review - link 
- Temporal effects of errors in estimating kidney function after critical illness on drug dosing 
categories - link 
- Effectiveness and safety of combining thiazides with loop diuretics vs. loop diuretics monotherapy in 
patients with acute decompensated heart failure: A retrospective cohort study - link 
- Acute kidney injury and morbi-mortality associated with “triple whammy” combination: Systematic 
review and meta-analysis - link 
 
British Journal of General Practice 
- Management of irritable bowel syndrome in primary care - link 
 
British Medical Journal (BMJ) 
- Cardiovascular adverse events associated with epidermal growth factor receptor tyrosine kinase 
inhibitors in EGFR-mutated non-small cell lung cancer: systematic review and network meta-analysis - 
link 
- Menopause misinformation is harming care - link 
- Medication in men who have committed sex offences - link 
- Second cancers in 475 000 women with early invasive breast cancer diagnosed in England during 
1993-2016: population based observational cohort study - link 
- Unintended consequences of using ambient scribes in general practice - link 
- Medications for adults with type 2 diabetes: a living systematic review and network meta-analysis - 
link 
 
BMJ Quality and Safety 
- Key partner priorities for measures of safe outpatient paediatric medication use - link 
 
Circulation  
- Use of Risk Assessment to Guide Decision-Making for Blood Pressure Management in the Primary 
Prevention of Cardiovascular Disease: A Scientific Statement From the American Heart Association 
and American College of Cardiology - link 
- Ivabradine in Patients Undergoing Noncardiac Surgery: a Randomized Controlled Trial - link 
- Dapagliflozin in Patients Hospitalized for Heart Failure: Primary Results of the DAPA ACT HF-TIMI 
68 Randomized Clinical Trial and Meta-Analysis of Sodium-Glucose Cotransporter-2 Inhibitors in 
Patients Hospitalized for Heart Failure - link 
- Sacubitril-Valsartan and Prevention of Cardiac Dysfunction During Adjuvant Breast Cancer Therapy: 
The PRADA II Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
 
Cochrane  
- Effects of antibiotic prophylaxis during labour on maternal and neonatal outcomes in women 
planning vaginal birth - link 
- Clotting factor concentrates for preventing bleeding and bleeding‐related complications in previously 

untreated or minimally treated children with hemophilia A or B - link 
- Interventions for preventing falls in older people in care facilities - link 
 
Emergency Medicine Australia 
- Improving Emergency Department Prescribing of Anticoagulation for Atrial Fibrillation Through an 
Iterative Quality Improvement Process - link 
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https://bjgp.org/content/75/758/429
https://www.bmj.com/content/390/bmj-2024-082834
https://www.bmj.com/content/390/bmj.r1695
https://www.bmj.com/content/390/bmj.r1767
https://www.bmj.com/content/390/bmj-2024-083975
https://www.bmj.com/content/390/bmj-2025-085754
https://www.bmj.com/content/390/bmj-2024-083039
https://qualitysafety.bmj.com/content/early/2025/08/27/bmjqs-2025-018799
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/full/10.1161/CIR.0000000000001355
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/abs/10.1161/CIRCULATIONAHA.125.076704
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/abs/10.1161/CIRCULATIONAHA.125.076575
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European Heart Journal  
- Statin use in pregnancy and risk of congenital malformations: a Norwegian nationwide study - link 
- Acute heart failure in non-cardiac surgery: A clinical consensus statement of the Association for 
Acute CardioVascular Care (ACVC) and the Heart Failure Association (HFA) of the ESC - link 
- Pharmacotherapy of cardiovascular diseases from herbs and pills to nucleic acids: A report from the 
European Society of Cardiology Cardiovascular Roundtable - link 
- 2025 European Society of Cardiology (ESC) Guidelines for the management of myocarditis and 
pericarditis - link 
- 2025 European Society of Cardiology Guidelines for the management of cardiovascular disease and 
pregnancy - link 
- 2025 European Society of Cardiology/ European Association for Cardio-Thoracic Surgery Guidelines 
for the management of valvular heart disease - link 
- 2025 Focused Update of the 2019 European Society of Cardiology/EAS Guidelines for the 
management of dyslipidaemias - link 
- Discontinuation of renin–angiotensin system inhibitors before non-cardiac surgery: a meta-analysis - 
link 
- 2025 European Society of Cardiology Clinical Consensus Statement on mental health and 
cardiovascular disease - link 
- Antithrombotic therapy after coronary artery bypass graft surgery: a Clinical Consensus Statement 
- Recent-onset atrial fibrillation: challenges and opportunities - link 
- Optimal medical therapy for initial management of stable angina: a call to action - link 
- Aspirin dosing after acute coronary syndrome with suspected aspirin resistance: the ANDAMAN trial 
- link 
- Beta-blockers after myocardial infarction: effects according to sex in the REBOOT trial - link 
- Depression and cardiovascular disease: mind the gap in the guidelines - link 
- Incidence and risk factors of immune checkpoint inhibitor myocardial and muscle toxicity: a French 
nationwide study - link 
- Temporal modulation of antiplatelet therapy in high-risk patients undergoing complex percutaneous 
coronary intervention: the TAILORED-CHIP randomized clinical trial - link 
 
European Journal of Cancer 
- Uveal Melanoma UK National Guidelines: 2023 Update 
 
Internal Medicine Journal 
- Immune-related adverse events in immune checkpoint inhibitor therapy for cancer - review 
- Thiazide-induced hyponatraemia: distinguishing hypovolaemic and euvolaemic subtypes to guide 
management strategies - review 
 
International Journal of Clinical Pharmacy 
- Does direct oral anticoagulant lead-in dosing following initial parenteral therapy affect clinical 
outcomes in acute venous thromboembolism?: A retrospective cohort study - link 
- Development of a machine learning-based risk prediction model and analysis of risk factors for 
docetaxel-induced bone marrow suppression in breast cancer patients - link 
- Real-world safety profile of mitomycin: signal detection and time-to-onset analysis from FDA adverse 
event reporting system and VigiAccess databases - link 
- Evaluating medication discrepancies and harm: a matched cohort study of collaborative pharmacist 
prescribing in a statewide healthcare system using electronic prescribing - link 
- Incidence and risk factors of acute kidney injury in patients with polypharmacy: a systematic review 
and meta-analysis - link 
- ADHD prescribing: national findings of children and adolescents attending mental health services in 
Ireland - link 
- Beyond black boxes: using explainable causal artificial intelligence to separate signal from noise in 
pharmacovigilance - link 
 

JAMA 
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https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/advance-article/doi/10.1093/eurheartj/ehaf592/8239200
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https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/advance-article/doi/10.1093/eurheartj/ehaf520/8239270
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https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/advance-article/doi/10.1093/eurheartj/ehaf194/8234488
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https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/advance-article/doi/10.1093/eurheartj/ehaf682/8243743
https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/eurheartj/ehaf652/8244433?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://www.ejcancer.com/article/S0959-8049(25)00469-1/fulltext
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imj.70183
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imj.70175
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-01993-1
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-01989-x
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-01994-0
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-01996-y
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-01988-y
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-01979-z
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-02004-z
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- Toripalimab Combination Therapy Without Concurrent Cisplatin for Nasopharyngeal Carcinoma: The 
DIAMOND Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Treatment of Atopic Dermatitis - link 
- Patient page: What Is Iron Deficiency? - link ; What Is Lyme Disease? - link 
- Cutaneous Melanoma: A Review - link ; Adrenal Insufficiency in Adults. A Review - link 
- Management of Tricuspid Regurgitation - link 
- Long-Term Anticoagulation Discontinuation After Catheter Ablation for Atrial Fibrillation: The ALONE-
AF Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Semaglutide and Tirzepatide in Patients with Heart Failure with Preserved Ejection Fraction - link 
 
Journal of Clinical Epidemiology 
- Letter: It’s time for an update: AGREE III, the next iteration of guideline appraisal - link 
 
Journal of General Internal Medicine 
- Joint Clinical Practice Guideline on Benzodiazepine Tapering: Considerations When Risks Outweigh 
Benefits - link 
 
 
Lancet 
- Blood pressure-lowering efficacy of antihypertensive drugs and their combinations: a systematic 
review and meta-analysis of randomised, double-blind, placebo-controlled trials - link 
- The clinical effectiveness of clarithromycin versus endoscopic sinus surgery for adults with chronic 
rhinosinusitis with and without nasal polyps (MACRO): a pragmatic, multicentre, three-arm, 
randomised, placebo-controlled phase 4 trial - link 
- Benefit–harm trade-offs of intensive blood pressure control versus standard blood pressure control 
on cardiovascular and renal outcomes: an individual participant data analysis of randomised 
controlled trials - link 
- Clopidogrel versus aspirin for secondary prevention of coronary artery disease: a systematic review 
and individual patient data meta-analysis - link 
- β blockers after myocardial infarction with mildly reduced ejection fraction: an individual patient data 
meta-analysis of randomised controlled trials - link 
- Acute lymphocytic leukaemia - link 
- Lancet Series: Heart failure prevention - link 
 
Lancet Diabetes & Endocrinology 
- Prolactin-secreting adenomas: pathogenesis, diagnosis, and management - link 
- Risk differences and underlying factors of cardiovascular events and mortality in patients with type 2 
diabetes versus type 1 diabetes: a longitudinal cohort study of Swedish nationwide register data - link 
 
Lancet Infectious Diseases 
- Towards shorter therapy for candidaemia: defining uncomplicated candidaemia in adults - link 
- What can be learnt from the world's first national vaccination programme against gonorrhoea - link 
- Sotrovimab versus usual care in patients admitted to hospital with COVID-19 (RECOVERY): a 
randomised, controlled, open-label, platform trial - link 
- Community-acquired respiratory virus infections in patients with haematological malignancies or 
undergoing haematopoietic cell transplantation: updated recommendations from the 10th European 
Conference on Infections in Leukaemia - link 
 
Lancet Psychiatry 
- Clinical management of major depressive disorder with comorbid obesity - link 
- Postpartum anxiety: a state-of-the-art review - link 
  
Molecular Diversity Preservation International (MDPI) – Pharmacy Journal 
- Assessing Pharmacy Costs of Intravenous Push Controlled Substance Waste in Hospital-Based 
Areas: A Multi-Site Study - link 
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- Neuraxial Anesthesia and Cancer Recurrence Following Prostatectomy: Thinking Outside the Box - 
link 
 
Medical Journal of Australia  
- Updates on chronic liver disease - link 
 
Neurology 
- Anticoagulation Strategies Following Breakthrough Ischemic Stroke While on Direct Anticoagulants: 
A Meta-Analysis - link 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
- Digitoxin in Patients with Heart Failure and Reduced Ejection Fraction - link 
- Increasing the Potassium Level in Patients at High Risk for Ventricular Arrhythmias - link 
- Reduction of Antihypertensive Treatment in Nursing Home Residents - link 
- Apixaban for Extended Treatment of Provoked Venous Thromboembolism - link 
- Aspirin in Patients with Chronic Coronary Syndrome Receiving Oral Anticoagulation - link 
- Beta-Blockers after Myocardial Infarction in Patients without Heart Failure - link 
- Beta-Blockers after Myocardial Infarction without Reduced Ejection Fraction - link 
- Early Discontinuation of Aspirin after PCI in Low-Risk Acute Myocardial Infarction - link 
- Early Withdrawal of Aspirin after PCI in Acute Coronary Syndromes - link 
- Ticagrelor and Aspirin or Aspirin Alone after Coronary Surgery for Acute Coronary Syndrome - link 
- Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy - link 
- Aficamten or Metoprolol Monotherapy for Obstructive Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy - link 
- Efficacy and Safety of Baxdrostat in Uncontrolled and Resistant Hypertension - link 
- Mavacamten in Symptomatic Nonobstructive Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy - link 
 
Pharmaceutical Journal 
- Diabetes medicines spend rises by almost 20% in one year - link 
 
Pharmacotherapy 
- Restarting Oral Anticoagulation in Patients With Atrial Fibrillation After Admission for a 
Gastrointestinal Bleeding Event: Effectiveness and Safety of Direct Oral Anticoagulants Compared to 
Warfarin - link 
 
Prescrire International 
- Issue 273 - September 2025 includes 
-- Editorial: Pricing of new drugs: deadlock – free 
-- Antineoplastic drugs that do not represent a therapeutic advance: still highly profitable – free 
-- Anti-competitive practices: a very "inventive" pharmaceutical industry - free 
-- Relugolix + estradiol + norethisterone acetate (Ryeqo°) in endometriosis 
-- Live attenuated cholera O1 vaccine (Vaxchora°) 
-- PD-1 or PD-L1 immune checkpoint inhibitors: cholangitis 
-- Long-term PPI treatment: increased incidence of gastric cancer and gastric cancer recurrence 
 
Stroke 
- Recurrent Ischemic Stroke and Vaginal Estradiol in Women with Prior Ischemic Stroke: A 
Nationwide Nested Case-Control Study - link 
 
Thrombosis and haemostasis 
- Major Bleeding Risk During Concomitant Use of Antiarrhythmic Drugs and Oral Factor Xa Inhibitors: 
A Nationwide Self-Controlled Case Series Study - link 
 

CONSULTATIONS 

Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- NSQHS Standards (third edition) - Public Consultation 1 - closes 30 September 2025 – link 
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Pharmacy Board of Australia 
- Have your say on draft guidelines on safe provision of pharmacy services – closes 13 October 2025 
- link 
 
TGA 
- Reviewing the safety and regulatory oversight of unapproved medicinal cannabis products - closes 
on 7 October 2025 - link 
- Have your say on updates to Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP) Guidelines – closes 7 October - 
link 
 

WEBINARS & PODCASTS 

Australian Prescriber Podcasts 
- Episode 196: Male and female pattern hair loss 
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

ACSQHC 
- National Medicines Symposium NMS 2025, virtual - 22 October 2025 - register 
 
ADPHA 
- Medicines Management 2025, 27-29 November 2025, Melbourne – register 

 
NHMRC Medicines Intelligence Centre of Research Excellence (MI-CRE)  
- Fifth Annual Research Symposium: Better together: advancing medicines intelligence through 
partnerships, 29-30 October 2025, UNSW Sydney - register 
 

Fortnightly TAG Mail – resources list    21st August 2025 

NSW TAG ACTIVITIES 

New open email discussions 
-Hospital/district use/criteria for use of andexanet alfa and relevant policy/protocols/guidance 
documents Closes 9th September 2025 

 
Recently completed email discussions 
-List of time-critical medicines 
 
Other recent topics of discussion 
-Are hospitals making plans to administer donanemab and/or to manage patients who come in 
on it given it has been approved by the TGA? 
-Are there any concerns re access to therapeutic dalteparin? TGA have stated that various strengths 
being deleted from Australian market in near future- link. What are hospitals doing to manage this? 
 
Upcoming TAG meeting dates 
TAG General Meeting 9th September 2025 3.30-4.30pm 

 
Updated NSW TAG Publications 
- Know Your Insulins Poster v2.0 July 2025- link 

Note co-branding potential for hospitals. Contact Sasha Bennett at sasha.bennett@svha.org.au if you 
are interested in customising the information for your hospital/LHD and co-branding with NSW TAG. 
 
CATAG 
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- Seeking expressions of interest to join an Expert Advisory Group for the review and update of 
“Rethinking Medicines Decision-Making in Australian Hospitals: Guiding Principles for the Quality Use 
of Off-Label Medicines (2013)” - Ms Julie Briggs qumofficer2@catag.org.au can be contacted for EOI 
form – EOI submission deadline is Friday 15 September 2025 
 
Contact Sasha Bennett at sasha.bennett@svha.org.au for information about any email 
discussions, publications or upcoming meetings.  

EDITOR’S PICKS  

AHRQ: Living SR on Cannabis and Other Plant-Based Treatments for Chronic Pain - link 
AgeAging: Evaluating the role of CDSSs in medication safety for older people - link 
AgeAging:  Long-term clinical outcomes of delirium after hospital discharge- link 
AJHP:  Rapid administration of antiseizure medications - link 
AJHP: CYP3A5 genotype–guided tacrolimus dosing protocol in adult kidney transplant recipients - link 
AJHP: REcycle Soon-to-Expire Program (RESTEP): Sustainability efforts in hospital pharmacy - link 
AJHP: Artificial intelligence and the future of the pharmacist’s role in drug information - link 
AIM: Bolstering the Medication Supply Chain and Ameliorating Medication Shortages - link 
AHR: A pharmacist-led guideline working group for management of IV medication guidelines –- link 
Aust Prescr: Potentially inappropriate medicines for older people: consensus-based lists - link 
Aust Prescr: Medication management support tools for multimorbidity & polypharmacy - link 
BJCP: Dose individualisation of antibiotics in critically ill patients with inflammation - link 
BJCP: Deprescribing drugs with anticholinergic effects in older patients with increased risk of 
dementia - link 
BJCP: Quality indicators for safe and effective use of medications in long‐term care settings - link 

BJCP: Patient preferences and attitudes regarding the environmental impact of medicines - link 
BMJ: Fact Check: Should melatonin be used to help children sleep? - link 
BMJ: CV, kidney related, and weight loss effects of therapeutics for T2DM - link 
Circ: Association of Statin with the Clinical Course of Small Abdominal Aortic Aneurysms in Men- link 
Circ: 2025 AHA/ACC Guidelines for the Prevention, Detection, Evaluation, and Management of High 
Blood Pressure in Adults - link 
Circ: Colchicine: Evidence to Treat or Equipoise? - link 
EHJ: Aspirin, CV events, and major bleeding in older adults: extended follow-up of ASPREE trial - link 
IMJ: Effective real-world outcomes of remdesivir provided under compassionate access for 
moderate/severe COVID-19 in Australia - link 
IJCP: Anticholinergic medicines- management, prescribing cascades & deprescribing - link 
IJPP: Parents’ and carers’ preferences and understanding of dosage instructions on dispensed 
paediatric medicines - link 
Lancet ID: Tackling antimicrobial resistance in people who are immunocompromised - link 
MDPI: Pharmacist-Led Interventions for Polypharmacy Management in Older Adults - link 
MJA: The prevalence of and variation in indicators of the quality and safety of long term aged care in 
Australia, 2019: a cross‐sectional population‐based study - link 

P’therapy: DDIs and Combination Therapy Strategies of Amiodarone With Digoxin, Rivaroxaban, and 
Phenytoin Assessed by Physiologically Based Pharmacokinetic Modeling - link 
 

OTHER NEWS 

Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- Webcast recording - Clinical Care Standards on the frontline: Five Stories of Excellence - link 
- Pragmatic Artificial Intelligence (AI) guidance for clinicians - link 
 
NSW Health 
- NSW Health PFAS Expert Advisory Panel findings published [12 August 2025] 
- Not too late to get vaccinated against influenza [12 August 2025] 
- Induction of Labour (PD2025_034) [12 August 2025] 
 
TGA 
- TGA AI Review: Outcomes report published - link 
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REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – AUSTRALIA 

Agency for Clinical Innovation, NSW (ACI) 
The latest weekly Evidence Digest can be found here 
 
Australian Centre for Value-Based Health Care 
- Value-Driven: Redefining Care for a Healthier Nation - free access until 31 August 2025 
 
Australian Government Department of Health 
- 20 things you can do instead of vaping – Article – fact sheet 
- Electronic Prescribing – Frequently Asked Questions – fact sheet 
- What is palliative care - brochure – fact sheet 
- What is aged care - fact sheet 
 
Australian Institute for Health and Welfare (AIHW)  
- ADHD medications dispensed 2004–05 to 2023–24 - link 
 
TGA 
- About the changes to supply of Novo Nordisk insulin products - link 
- Database of section 19A approvals to import and supply medicines to address medicine shortages 
- AusPARs:  
-- Avtozma (tocilizumab), biosimilar to Actemra, treat multiple autoimmune & inflammatory conditions 
-- Datroway (datopotamab deruxtecan) as monotherapy for adult patients with unresectable or 
metastatic, hormone receptor (HR)-positive, HER2-negative breast cancer who have received 
endocrine therapy & at least one additional systemic therapy in the locally advanced or metastatic 
setting 
-- Iqirvo (elafibranor) for primary biliary cholangitis in combination with ursodeoxycholic acid (UDCA) 
in adults with an inadequate response to UDCA, or as monotherapy in adults unable to tolerate UDCA 
-- Itovebi (inavolisib), in combination with palbociclib and fulvestrant, for the treatment of adult patients 
with PIK3CA-mutated, hormone receptor (HR)-positive, human epidermal growth factor receptor 2 
(HER2)-negative, locally advanced or metastatic breast cancer, following recurrence on or within 12 
months of completing adjuvant endocrine therapy 
-- Omlyclo (omalizumab), biosimilar to Xolair, to treat allergic asthma, chronic rhinosinusitis with nasal 
polyps and chronic spontaneous urticaria 
-- Pyrazinamide-AFT is indicated in adult patients of more than 12 years of age with active drug-
sensitive tuberculosis caused by Mycobacterium tuberculosis. Pyrazinamide-AFT is an anti-
tuberculosis agent used in combination with other anti- tuberculosis agents and is commonly used in 
the first 2 months of treatment 
-- Tyruko (natalizumab) for treatment of patients with relapsing remitting multiple sclerosis (MS) 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – INTERNATIONAL  

Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) USA 
- Living Systematic Review on Cannabis and Other Plant-Based Treatments for Chronic Pain - link 
- Peripheral Nerve Blocks for Postoperative Pain Management in Cardiothoracic Surgery: A 
Systematic Review - link 
 
British National Formulary 
- BNF makes further amendments to layout and structure of apixaban dosing for prophylaxis of stroke 
and systemic embolism in non-valvular atrial fibrillation - link 
- BNF updates content relating to treatment of malaria - link 
 
Courts and Tribunals Judiciary UK 
- Prevention of Future Deaths Report raises concerns over lack of national policy on medication 
storage in prisons - link 
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Department of Health and Social Care 
- Managing a robust and resilient supply of medicines - link 
 
electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- New products 
-- Comirnaty LP.8.1 (MRNA encoding lp.8.1) – available in different strengths and formulations, for 
active immunisation to prevent COVID-19 caused by SARS-CoV-2 
-- Elahere (mirvetuximab soravtansine) concentrate for solution for infusion – as monotherapy for the 
adults with folate receptor-alpha (FRα) positive, platinum-resistant high grade serous epithelial 
ovarian, fallopian tube, or primary peritoneal cancer who have received one to three prior regimens 
-- Ilaris (canakinumab) 150 mg Solution for injection in pre-filled Pen - new presentation (previously 
just in vials) for treatment of periodic fever syndromes, cryopyrin-associated periodic syndromes, 
Tumour necrosis factor receptor associated periodic syndrome, Familial Mediterranean fever, Still's 
disease and gouty arthritis 
-- Ituxredi (rituximab) 500 mg concentrate for solution for infusion - biosimilar licensed for the 
treatment of non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma, chronic lymphocytic leukaemia, rheumatoid arthritis, 
granulomatosis with polyangiitis and microscopic polyangiitis, and pemphigus vulgaris 
-- Nilotinib (Zentiav generic) 150mg and 200mg capsules for all the indications of the originator 
Tasigna brand (specific scenarios in Philadelphia chromosome positive chronic myelogenous 
leukaemia in adults and children) 
-- Senease (sennoside B) Max Strength Twelve Years Plus 15mg Tablets - for the short-term relief of 
occasional constipation in adults, the elderly and children over 12 years 
-- Tzield (teplizumab) 2 mg/2 mL concentrate for solution for infusion - anti-CD3 monoclonal antibody 
that modifies CD8+ T lymphocytes to delay the onset of Stage 3 type 1 diabetes in adult & paediatric 
patients ≥8 years with Stage 2 type 1 diabetes. It is administered by IV infusion once daily for 14 days 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- New Drug approvals 
-- fremanezumab as preventive treatment for paediatric episodic migraine 
-- brensocatib for the treatment of non-cystic fibrosis bronchiectasis 
-- semaglutide to treat metabolic-associated steatohepatitis (MASH) 
-- zongertinib for non-squamous NSCLC with HER2 TKD activating mutations 
-- Papzimeos (zopapogene imadenovec-drba), first immunotherapy for recurrent respiratory 
papillomatosis 
-- Sublingual cyclobenzaprine (Tonmya), first-in-class drug for fibromyalgia 
-- racemic ketamine KETARx for post-surgical pain 
 
General Pharmaceutical Council UK 
- Chief Pharmacy Officer highlights emerging patient safety concerns - link 
 
Health Services Safety Investigation Body UK 
- Medication not given: discharge from an acute hospital to the community - link 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) 
- Approves teplizumab to delay progression of type 1 diabetes (T1D) - link 
- New review highlights untapped potential of the vaginal microbiome in women’s health - link 
 
Monthly Index of Medical Specialities (MIMS) UK 
- Nalvee (dydrogesterone) launched for HRT and other indications - link 
- First generic SGLT2 inhibitor launches - link 
 
NHS England 
- NHS Clinical Commissioning Policy: Bortezomib for the treatment in acute immune thrombotic 
thrombocytopenic purpura (TTP) and elective therapy to prevent immune TTP relapse in patients who 
are refractory or intolerant to rituximab (all ages) - link 
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NHS Scotland 
- Accepted for use: 
-- Brentuximab vedotin (Adcetris) for adult patients with previously untreated CD30+ Stage III or IV 
Hodgkin lymphoma in combination with doxorubicin, vinblastine and dacarbazine 
-- Mirikizumab (Omvoh®) for adult patients with moderately to severely active Crohn’s disease who 
have had an inadequate response with, lost response to, or were intolerant to either conventional 
therapy or a biologic treatment 
-- Ripretinib (Qinlock®) for adults with advanced gastrointestinal stromal tumour who have received 
prior treatment with three or more kinase inhibitors, including imatinib 
-- Zanubrutinib (Brukinsa®) as monotherapy for the treatment of adults with mantle cell lymphoma 
who have received at least one prior therapy 
- Not recommended: 
-- Dupilumab (Dupixent®) as an add-on maintenance treatment for uncontrolled COPD with 
eosinophilia following optimised inhaled therapies as company did not present a sufficiently robust 
economic analysis 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) UK  
- Ruxolitinib cream for treating non-segmental vitiligo in people 12 years and over (TA1088) 
- Durvalumab with tremelimumab for untreated advanced or unresectable hepatocellular carcinoma 
(TA1090) 
- Tarlatamab for extensive-stage small-cell lung cancer after 2 or more treatments (TA1091) 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Research (NIHR) 
- Determining optimal strategies for primary prevention of cardiovascular disease: a synopsis of an 
evidence synthesis study - link 
- Statement of intent: Integrating older age into health and care research - link 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- Preparing to use denosumab 120mg biosimilar - link 
- Preparing to use denosumab 60mg biosimilar for osteoporosis - link 
- Understanding iQAAPS - link 
- Labelling medicines supplied without a prescription - link 
 
UK Health Security Agency 
- Guidance: Live attenuated flu vaccine: patient group direction (PGD) template - link 
- Collection: Airborne allergens - link 
- Meningococcal B: vaccine information for healthcare professionals - updated 
- Rise in chikungunya cases in UK travellers returning from abroad - link 
- Shingles vaccination: updated guidance for healthcare practitioners - link 
 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
- WHO guidelines for malaria - link 
 

MEDICATION SAFETY 

electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- Revised SPCs 
-- Avaxim Junior (hepatitis A vaccine) - lymphadenopathy added as an ADR of unknown frequency, 
booster dose should be given between 6 months and 15 (previously 10) years after the first dose 
-- Breyanzi (Lisocabtagene maraleucel) - reactivation of John Cunningham (JC) virus, leading to 
progressive multifocal leukoencephalopathy (PML), has been reported in patients who have also 
received prior treatment with other immunosuppressants, including cases with fatal outcome 
-- Comirnaty JN.1 10 - shelf life, special precautions, storage, disposal and other handling updated to 
include new wording on refrigerated vials 
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-- Cosentyx (secukinumab) - tuberculosis (TB) reported with secukinumab. Patients should be 
evaluated for TB before starting secukinumab, and it should not be given to those with active TB. In 
those with latent TB, anti-TB therapy should be considered before initiation of secukinumab 
-- Daktarin (miconazole) oral gel products - contains 23mg alcohol in each 2.5 ml dose corresponding 
to 7.5 mg/g; this amount equivalent to <1ml of beer or wine, which will not have any noticeable 
effects. Also now warns that excipient benzyl benzoate & polysorbate can cause allergic reactions 
-- Lyfnua (gefapixant citrate) - Phase 3 study data about adverse effects, safety and efficacy included 
-- Munuza (tobramycin) - acute kidney injury included in the table of ADR observed in clinical trials 
(frequency unknown) 
-- Nplate (romiplostim) - thrombotic/thromboembolic events including DVT, PE, and MI observed with 
romiplostim. Patients should be monitored for signs and symptoms and treated promptly. The 
frequency of DVT as an ADR has been changed from uncommon to common 
-- Pabal (carbetocin) - following added as potential ADRs (frequency unknown for all): tachycardia, 
bradycardia leading to cardiac arrest, arrhythmia, myocardial ischaemia, and QT prolongation 
-- Stivarga (regorafenib) - hyperammonaemic encephalopathy observed, including fatal cases. In 
patients who develop unexplained lethargy or changes in mental status, ammonia levels should be 
measured and appropriate clinical management initiated 
-- Talvey (talquetamab) - includes palmar-plantar erythrodysesthesia syndrome as a common ADR 
-- Trileptal (oxcarbazepine) - data from an observational study indicating an increased risk of children 
being born small for gestational age (defined as birth weight below the 10th percentile) following 
prenatal exposure to oxcarbazepine (15.2% vs 10.9% for no exposure) 
-- Vyvgart (efgartigimod alfa) - nausea included as a common ADR 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- Switching brand and generic anti-seizure medicines for epilepsy - link 
- Minimising risks associated with administration of injectable iron - link 
 
TGA 
- Prescribing medicines in pregnancy database - link 
- Information about major medicine shortages – link 
-- About the shortage of Bicillin L-A (benzathine benzylpenicillin tetrahydrate) prefilled syringe for 
injection - link 
-- About the shortage of intravenous (IV) fluids - link 
-- About the shortage of transdermal HRT patches - link 
 

PAPERS OF INTEREST 

Age and Ageing 
- Evaluating the role of clinical decision support systems in medication safety for older people: a 
systematic review - link 
- Long-term clinical outcomes of delirium after hospital discharge: a systematic review and meta-
analysis - link 
 
American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy (AJHP)  
- Rifampin-induced bullous pemphigoid in tuberculosis treatment: A strategic rechallenge approach - 
link 
- Suzetrigine: A novel selective sodium channel inhibitor for pain - link 
- Rapid administration of antiseizure medications: Review of safety, effectiveness, and implications for 
pharmacy practice - link 
- Establishing a CYP3A5 genotype–guided tacrolimus dosing protocol in adult kidney transplant 
recipients - link 
- Effect of oral antibiotic bowel preparation on colorectal surgical site infection rates - link 
- REcycle Soon-to-Expire Program (RESTEP): Sustainability efforts in hospital pharmacy - link 
- Sulopenem Etzadroxil and Probenecid: A Drug Review of a Novel Oral Penem Active Against 
Extended-Spectrum Beta-Lactamase (ESBL) Producing Bacteria - link 
- Artificial intelligence and the future of the pharmacist’s role in drug information - link 
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https://academic.oup.com/ageing/article/54/7/afaf206/8214134
https://academic.oup.com/ageing/article/54/7/afaf188/8193852
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxaf218/8237152?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxaf219/8237156?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxaf214/8237247?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxaf215/8237253?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxaf212/8237531?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxaf216/8237643?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxaf220/8237645?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxaf175/8227156?redirectedFrom=fulltext
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Annals of Internal Medicine 
- Bolstering the Medication Supply Chain and Ameliorating Medication Shortages: A Position Paper 
From the American College of Physicians - link 
- Irritable Bowel Syndrome - link 
 
Australian Health Review, Journal of the Australian Healthcare & Hospitals Association 
- A novel format for management of intravenous medication guidelines – a pharmacist-led guideline 
working group - link 
 
Australian Prescriber 
- Practical guidance for stopping glucocorticoids - link 
- Preparation for blood tests: what can go wrong before the sample reaches the lab - link 
- Potentially inappropriate medicines for older people: consensus-based lists - link 
- Aminoglycosides: an update on indications, dosing and monitoring - link 
- Choosing a nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drug for pain - link 
- COX-2 selective nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs: what is their place in managing dental pain? - 
link 
- Tools to support medication management in people with multimorbidity and polypharmacy - link 
- Letter: Plasma concentration monitoring of oral vancomycin - link 
- TGA Medicines Safety Update summary 
-- Avoiding paediatric dosing errors with risperidone - link 
-- New safety warning for GLP-1 and dual GIP/GLP-1 receptor agonists - link 
-- Correct administration of RSV vaccine and antibody products - link 
- New drugs 
-- Momelotinib for myelofibrosis – link 
-- Selpercatinib for RET fusion-positive non-small cell lung cancer - link 
 
British Journal of Clinical Pharmacology 
- Trends in analgesia prescribing in primary care in Ireland and England between 2014 and 2022: A 
repeated cross-sectional study - link 
- Pharmacovigilance of obeticholic acid: An analysis of the Food and Drug Administration Adverse 
Event Reporting System database – link 
- Adverse drug reactions, particularly liver disorders, drive interruptions in anti-tuberculosis treatment: 
A retrospective cohort study - link 
- Dose individualisation of antibiotics in critically ill patients with inflammation: A narrative review - link 
- Deprescribing drugs with anticholinergic effects in older patients with increased risk of dementia in 
the multicomponent intervention study AgeWell.de - link 
- Quality indicators for safe and effective use of medications in long‐term care settings: A systematic 

review - link 
- Patient preferences and attitudes regarding the environmental impact of medicines: A discrete 
choice experiment - link 
 
British Journal of General Practice 
- First trimester antidepressant use and miscarriage: a comprehensive analysis in the Clinical Practice 
Research Datalink GOLD - link 
- Temporal trends in primary care-recorded psychiatric diagnoses and psychotropic medication 
prescribing among children and young people in the UK: a population-based study - link 
 
British Journal of Psychiatry 
- Transdiagnostic efficacy of lurasidone on depressive symptoms: systematic review and meta-
analysis of randomised controlled trials - link 
 
British Medical Journal (BMJ) 

mailto:nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/ANNALS-25-00607
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/ANNALS-25-01965
https://www.publish.csiro.au/AH/AH25025
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/articles/practical-guidance-for-stopping-glucocorticoids.html
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/articles/preparation-for-blood-tests-what-can-go-wrong-before-the-sample-reaches-the-lab.html
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/articles/potentially-inappropriate-medicines-for-older-people-consensus-based-lists.html
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/articles/aminoglycosides-an-update-on-indications-dosing-and-monitoring.html
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/articles/choosing-a-nonsteroidal-anti-inflammatory-drug-for-pain.html
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/articles/COX-2-selective-nonsteroidal-anti-inflammatory-drugs-what-is-their-place-in-managing-dental-pain.html
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/articles/tools-to-support-medication-management-in-multimorbidity-and-polypharmacy.html
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/articles/plasma-concentration-monitoring-of-oral-vancomycin.html
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/articles/avoiding-paediatric-dosing-errors-with-risperidone.html
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/articles/new-safety-warning-for-GLP-1-and-dual-GIP-GLP-1-receptor-agonists.html
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/articles/correct-administration-of-RSV-vaccine-and-antibody-products.html
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/articles/momelotinib-for-myelofibrosis.html
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/articles/selpercatinib-for-RET-fusion-positive-non-small-cell-lung-cancer.html
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70174
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70186
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70197
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70185
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70194
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70242
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70244
https://bjgp.org/content/early/2025/08/05/BJGP.2025.0092
https://bjgp.org/content/early/2025/08/11/BJGP.2024.0804
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/the-british-journal-of-psychiatry/article/transdiagnostic-efficacy-of-lurasidone-on-depressive-symptoms-systematic-review-and-metaanalysis-of-randomised-controlled-trials/ECD5F7DA4E9859DC6BFAFCFA7192E6B5
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- Total and specific potato intake and risk of type 2 diabetes: results from three US cohort studies and 
a substitution meta-analysis of prospective cohorts - link 
- Fact Check: Should melatonin be used to help children sleep? - link 
- Type 2 diabetes in South Asians - link 
- ADHD drug treatment and risk of suicidal behaviours, substance misuse, accidental injuries, 
transport accidents, and criminality: emulation of target trials - link 
- Cardiovascular, kidney related, and weight loss effects of therapeutics for type 2 diabetes: a living 
clinical practice guideline - link 
- Efficacy and safety of anrikefon in patients with pruritus undergoing haemodialysis: multicentre, 
double blind, randomised placebo controlled phase 3 trial - link 
 
Circulation  
- Ultraprocessed Foods and Their Association With Cardiometabolic Health: Evidence, Gaps, and 
Opportunities: A Science Advisory From the American Heart Association - link 
- A Nationwide Factorial Randomized Trial of Electronic Nudges to Patients With Chronic Kidney 
Disease and Their General Practices for Increasing Guideline-Directed Medical Therapy: The 
NUDGE-CKD Trial – link 
- Association of Statin Treatment and Dose With the Clinical Course of Small Abdominal Aortic 
Aneurysms in Men: A 5-Year Prospective Cohort Study From 2 Population-Based Screening Trials - 
link 
- 2025 AHA/ACC Guidelines for the Prevention, Detection, Evaluation, and Management of High 
Blood Pressure in Adults - link 
- Colchicine: Evidence to Treat or Equipoise? - link 
 
Cochrane  
- Ketamine and other NMDA receptor antagonists for chronic pain - link 
- Vitamin D supplementation in pregnant or breastfeeding women or young children for preventing 
asthma - link 
- Non‐targeted immunosuppressive and immunomodulatory therapies for idiopathic inflammatory 

myopathies - link 
 
Diabetes, Obesity and Metabolism  
- Continuous glucose monitoring in noninsulin-treated type 2 diabetes: A critical review of reported 
trials with an updated systematic review and meta-analysis of randomised controlled trials - link 
 
Drug and Therapeutics Bulletin 
- DTB select: Direct penicillin allergy challenge - link 
 
European Heart Journal  
- Cardiovascular biomarkers for risk stratification in primary prevention - link 
- Aspirin, cardiovascular events, and major bleeding in older adults: extended follow-up of the 
ASPREE trial - link 
 
European Journal of Hospital Pharmacy  
- Maintaining appropriate stocks in an operating room pharmaceutical unit: risk mapping of the supply 
chain - link 
- Letter: Safeguarding drug safety: addressing duplicates in pharmacovigilance reporting - link 
 
Internal Medicine Journal 
- Effective real-world outcomes of remdesivir provided under compassionate access for 
moderate/severe COVID-19 in Australia - link 
 
International Journal of Clinical Pharmacy 
- Pharmacovigilance analysis of metabolic and nutritional adverse reactions associated with entecavir 
and tenofovir using the FDA adverse event reporting system database - link 

mailto:nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au
https://www.bmj.com/content/390/bmj-2024-082121
https://www.bmj.com/content/390/bmj.r1559
https://www.bmj.com/content/390/bmj-2024-079801
https://www.bmj.com/content/390/bmj-2024-083658
https://www.bmj.com/content/390/bmj-2024-082071
https://www.bmj.com/content/390/bmj-2025-085208
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/full/10.1161/CIR.0000000000001365
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/abs/10.1161/CIRCULATIONAHA.125.075403
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/abs/10.1161/CIRCULATIONAHA.125.074544
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/full/10.1161/CIR.0000000000001356
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/10.1161/CIRCULATIONAHA.125.073921
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD015373.pub2/full
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD013396.pub2/full
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD015855/full
https://dom-pubs.pericles-prod.literatumonline.com/doi/10.1111/dom.70008
https://dtb.bmj.com/content/early/2025/08/18/dtb.2025.000037
https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/eurheartj/ehaf517/8224450?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/advance-article/doi/10.1093/eurheartj/ehaf514/8232480
https://ejhp.bmj.com/content/early/2025/08/18/ejhpharm-2025-004588
https://ejhp.bmj.com/content/early/2025/08/18/ejhpharm-2025-004663
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imj.70173
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-01969-1
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- Clinical risk assessment of serum creatinine abnormalities during vancomycin therapy: a 
retrospective study using machine learning models - link 
- Clinical prediction of sodium valproate-induced movement disorders in hospitalized patients: a 
nomogram-based model using real-world data - link 
- Anticholinergic medicines – medication management, prescribing cascades, and deprescribing - link 
 
International Journal of Pharmacy Practice 
- Parents’ and carers’ preferences and understanding of dosage instructions on dispensed paediatric 
medicines: a cross-sectional survey - link 
 

JAMA 
- Alteplase for Acute Ischemic Stroke at 4.5 to 24 Hours: The HOPE Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Dalbavancin for Treatment of Staphylococcus aureus Bacteremia: The DOTS Randomized Clinical 
Trial - link 
- Stapokibart for Severe Uncontrolled Chronic Rhinosinusitis With Nasal Polyps: The CROWNS-2 
Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Immune Thrombotic Thrombocytopenic Purpura: A Review - link 
- Hemorrhoidal Disease: A Review - link 
- Patient page: What Is Bronchiectasis? - link ; What Are Cataracts? - link 
 
JAMA Internal Medicine 
- Dietary Patterns, Sodium Reduction, and Blood Pressure in Type 2 Diabetes: The DASH4D 
Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Prophylactic Antibiotics for Upper Gastrointestinal Bleeding in Patients With Cirrhosis: A Systematic 
Review and Bayesian Meta-Analysis - link 
- Proactive Telehealth-Based Sepsis Transition and Recovery Support, Hospital Readmission, and 
Mortality: A Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
 
JAMA Ophthalmology  
- Ocular Adverse Events With Semaglutide: A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis - link 
 
Lancet 
- Extending the duration of endocrine treatment for early breast cancer: patient-level meta-analysis of 
12 randomised trials of aromatase inhibitors in 22 031 postmenopausal women already treated with at 
least 5 years of endocrine therapy - link 
- Vesicular monoamine transport inhibitors: current uses and future directions - link 
- Holistic prevention and management of physical health side-effects of psychotropic medication: 
second report of the Lancet Psychiatry Physical Health Commission - link 
- Spironolactone in patients on chronic haemodialysis at high risk of adverse cardiovascular outcomes 
(ALCHEMIST): a multicentre, double-blind, randomised, placebo-controlled trial and updated meta-
analysis - link 
- Spironolactone versus placebo in patients undergoing maintenance dialysis (ACHIEVE): an 
international, parallel-group, randomised controlled trial - link 
- Safety and efficacy of steroidal mineralocorticoid receptor antagonists in patients with kidney failure 
requiring dialysis: a systematic review and meta-analysis of randomised controlled trials – link 
 
Lancet Infectious Diseases 
- Innovation in active and passive immunisation of people who are immunocompromised: a call to 
action - link 
- Tackling antimicrobial resistance in people who are immunocompromised: leveraging diagnostic and 
antimicrobial stewardship - link 
- A clinical practice guideline for tuberculous meningitis - link 
 
Molecular Diversity Preservation International (MDPI) – Pharmacy Journal 

mailto:nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-01981-5
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-01984-2
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-01965-5
https://academic.oup.com/ijpp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ijpp/riaf065/8232653?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2837438
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2837604
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2837777
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2834159
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2837775
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2837437
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2837656
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/article-abstract/2835080
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/article-abstract/2837199
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/article-abstract/2837200
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamaophthalmology/fullarticle/2837461?guestAccessKey=f84288dc-e75e-4a6a-b705-bc20db0dca33&utm_source=for_the_media&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ftm_links&utm_content=tfl&utm_term=081425
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(25)01013-X/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(25)01072-4/abstract
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpsy/article/PIIS2215-0366(25)00162-2/abstract
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(25)01194-8/abstract
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(25)01198-5/abstract
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(25)01153-5/abstract
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(25)00345-7/abstract
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(25)00311-1/abstract
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(25)00364-0/abstract
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- Pharmacist-Led Interventions for Polypharmacy Management in Older Adults: A Systematic Review 
of Strategies and Outcomes in the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland - link 
 
Medical Journal of Australia  
- The prevalence of and variation in indicators of the quality and safety of long term aged care in 
Australia, 2019: a cross‐sectional population‐based study - link 

 
New England Journal of Medicine 
- Risdiplam in Presymptomatic Spinal Muscular Atrophy - link 
- Metabolic Dysfunction–Associated Steatotic Liver Disease - link 
- Coadministered Cagrilintide and Semaglutide in Adults with Overweight or Obesity - link 
- Cagrilintide–Semaglutide in Adults with Overweight or Obesity and Type 2 Diabetes - link 
 
Pediatrics (American Academy of Pediatrics) 
- Recommendations for the Prevention of RSV Disease in Infants and Children: Policy Statement - 
free 
- Recommendations for COVID-19 Vaccines in Infants, Children, and Adolescents: Policy Statement 
free 
- Recognition and Management of Iatrogenically Induced Opioid Dependence and Withdrawal in 
Children: Clinical Report - free 
- Case report: Ocrelizumab-Induced B-Cell Depletion in a Newborn - link 
- Commentary: Influenza Antivirals: Do We Need More Evidence? - link 
- Immune Response to COVID-19 Vaccination in Children With Cancer - free 
 
Pharmaceutical Journal 
- At-home oral antibiotics safe for newborns - link 
- Only one in ten people report side effects, Healthcare Improvement Scotland warns - link 
 
Pharmacotherapy 
- Drug–Drug Interactions and Combination Therapy Strategies of Amiodarone With Digoxin, 
Rivaroxaban, and Phenytoin Assessed by Physiologically Based Pharmacokinetic Modeling - link 
- Trends in Initiation of Disease‐Modifying Antirheumatic Drugs for Rheumatoid Arthritis Among 

Commercially Insured Adults in the United States, 2001–2021 - link 
- Hereditary Pseudocholinesterase Deficiency and Succinylcholine: Historical Perspective, 
Therapeutic Implications, and Future Considerations - link 
 

CONSULTATIONS  

Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- NSQHS Standards (third edition) - Public Consultation 1 - closes 30 September 2025 – link 
 
Pharmacy Board of Australia 
- Have your say on draft guidelines on safe provision of pharmacy services – closes 13 October 2025 
- link 
 
TGA 
- Reviewing the safety and regulatory oversight of unapproved medicinal cannabis products - closes 
on 7 October 2025 - link 
- Have your say on updates to Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP) Guidelines – closes 7 October - 
link 
 

WEBINARS & PODCASTS 

Australian Prescriber Podcasts 
- Episode 195 - Medicines used in the treatment of opioid dependence 
 
MJA Podcasts 

mailto:nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au
https://www.mdpi.com/2226-4787/13/4/109
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2025/223/4/prevalence-and-variation-indicators-quality-and-safety-long-term-aged-care
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2410120
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMra2412865
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2502081
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2502082
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/doi/10.1542/peds.2025-073923/203221/Recommendations-for-the-Prevention-of-RSV-Disease
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/doi/10.1542/peds.2025-073924/203222/Recommendations-for-COVID-19-Vaccines-in-Infants
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/doi/10.1542/peds.2025-073169/203200/Recognition-and-Management-of-Iatrogenically
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article-abstract/doi/10.1542/peds.2025-070891/203124/Ocrelizumab-Induced-B-Cell-Depletion-in-a-Newborn?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article-abstract/doi/10.1542/peds.2025-071863/203121/Influenza-Antivirals-Do-We-Need-More-Evidence?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/doi/10.1542/peds.2024-070209/203030/Immune-Response-to-COVID-19-Vaccination-in
https://pharmaceutical-journal.com/article/news/at-home-oral-antibiotics-safe-for-newborns
https://pharmaceutical-journal.com/article/news/only-one-in-ten-people-report-side-effects-healthcare-improvement-scotland-warns
https://accpjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/phar.70050
https://accpjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/phar.70051
https://accpjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/phar.70048
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/newsroom/consultations/nsqhs-standards-third-edition-public-consultation-1
https://www.pharmacyboard.gov.au/News/2025-08-18-have-your-say.aspx
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/consultation/consultation-reviewing-safety-and-regulatory-oversight-unapproved-medicinal-cannabis-products
https://www.tga.gov.au/news/news/have-your-say-updates-good-manufacturing-practice-gmp-guidelines
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/podcast/episode-195-medicines-used-in-the-treatment-of-opioid-dependence.html
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- Episode 16 - Clinical Care Standards - a decade of excellence 
 
Purple Pen Podcast 
- PPP 177 - Anticoagulation in Atrial Fibrillation 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

ACSQHC 
- National Medicines Symposium NMS 2025, virtual - 22 October 2025 - register 
 
ADPHA 
- Medicines Management 2025, 27-29 November 2025, Melbourne – register (early bird to 2 October) 

 
NHMRC Medicines Intelligence Centre of Research Excellence (MI-CRE)  
- Fifth Annual Research Symposium: Better together: advancing medicines intelligence through 
partnerships, 29-30 October 2025, UNSW Sydney - register 
 
 

Fortnightly TAG Mail – resources list    7th August 2025 

NSW TAG ACTIVITIES 

NSW TAG Email discussions and discussion topics at recent TAG General meeting:  
- Do hospitals/ districts have a list of time-critical medications they are willing to share? 

Closes 15th August 2025. 

- Are hospitals making plans to administer donanemab and/or to manage patients who come 

in on it given it has been approved by the TGA? 

- Are there any concerns re access to therapeutic dalteparin? TGA have stated that various 

strengths being deleted from Australian market in near future- link. What are hospitals doing to 

manage this? 

- Hospital use of andexanet alfa 

- Sharing DTC Pharmacist Position Descriptions. 

- Sharing policies for DTC oversight of programmable infusion pumps 

- Sharing recently approved PPGs 

-- Atropine Topical Use for Clozapine-induced Hypersalivation 
-- Intra-operative Topical Rifampicin Use During Aortic Surgery 

NSW TAG Publications 
- Know Your Insulins Poster v2.0 July 2025- link 

Note co-branding potential for hospitals. Contact Sasha Bennett at sasha.bennett@svha.org.au if you 
are interested in customising the information for your hospital/LHD and co-branding with NSW TAG. 
Contact Sasha Bennett at sasha.bennett@svha.org.au for information about any email 
discussions, publications or upcoming meetings.  

EDITOR’S PICKS  

AJCard: DOACs vs LMWH in Patients With Cancer-Associated Thrombosis - link 
AHR: Effect and illustrative costs of down-scheduling on government subsidised dispensings of triptans 
in Australia - link 
ArthRhuem: CV safety of NSAIDs vs colchicine when initiating allopurinol for gout - link 
BJCP: Using real-world data for real-world evidence generation to advance drug repurposing - link 
BJCP: Medication adherence during the run-in phase of clinical trials - link 
BJCP: Completeness of spontaneously reported adverse drug reactions in 4 databases - link 
BMJ: Malnutrition with use of GLP-1 agonists is an underestimated real world harm - link 
BMJ: Advances in the management of osteoporosis - link 
BMJ: Combination vs. single-drug nonprescription analgesics for acute pain management - link 
BMJ: Side effects of GLP-1 receptor agonists - link 
BMJ QS: Frequency and preventability of adverse drug events in the outpatient setting - link 

mailto:nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au
https://www.mja.com.au/podcast/223/4/mja-podcasts-2025-episode-16-clinical-care-standards-decade-excellence
https://www.purplepenpodcast.com/home/2025/8/17/ppp177-direct-oral-anti-coagulants-doacs
https://safetyandquality.tv/national-medicines-symposium-2025/
https://mm2025.adpha.au/
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/mi-cre-2025-annual-research-symposium-and-policy-forum-tickets-1343519014539?aff=oddtdtcreator
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BMJ QS: Effectiveness of clinician-directed default nudges on reducing overuse of tests and 
treatments in healthcare- link 
EHJ: Decision-making for older adults with advanced heart disease: benefit versus futility - link 
EHJ: Incident hyperkalaemia risk model in chronic kidney disease and diabetes - link 
EJHP: Editorial: Medication adherence interventions: where are we and where do we go? - link 
IMJ: ANZ consensus statement on the CV management of patients with CLL treated with Bruton's 
tyrosine kinase inhibitors - link 
IBreastJ - The effect of medication use on breastfeeding continuation: a systematic review with 
narrative synthesis - link 
IJCP: Pharmacists’ role in interventions addressing excessive polypharmacy: a scoping review - link 
IJCP: Artificial intelligence in pharmacovigilance - link 
IJCP: Learnings from research on artificial intelligence enabled solutions in clinical pharmacy practice 
and education - link 
JPPR: Tool for longitudinal monitoring of medicine-related symptoms in older people - link 
Lancet PH: Daily steps and health outcomes in adults: a SR and dose-response meta-analysis - link 
MDPI: Hospital pharmacists’ views on ADR reporting in developed and developing countries - link 
MJA: Prescription opioid supply‐restricting policies and hospital use by people prescribed opioid 

medications, Victoria, 2018–22– link - editorial 
P’therapy: Risk factors of AKI in pediatric patients undergoing IV vancomycin therapy - link 
SCV: Analgesic stewardship toolkit - link 
 

OTHER NEWS 

Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- Commission unveils new Strategic Plan and brand - link – media release 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – AUSTRALIA 

Agency for Clinical Innovation, NSW (ACI) 
- The latest weekly Evidence Digest can be found here 
- Evidence check: Frailty models of care for older people - link 
 
AHHA 
- Value that matters to patients and systems at heart of new Australian Health Review collection - link 
 
Australian Government Department of Health 
- Syphilis declared a Communicable Disease Incident of National Significance - link 
- Approved Medical Deputising Services (AMDS) program guidelines - link 
- Biosimilar medicine fact sheet – etanercept 
- Biosimilar medicines subsidised on the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme – fact sheet 
- Medication Management Review Programs dataset - link 
 
Australian Institute for Health and Welfare (AIHW)  
- Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme dashboard upgrade - link 
 
MIMS monthly updates 
- New Products 
-- Calcifediol (monohydrate) (Vistella), a precursor of the active form of vitamin D for vitamin D 
deficiency in adults, and maintenance treatment as required. Capsules contain calcifediol 255 mcg 
 -- Eflornithine (hydrochloride) (Ifinwil), an irreversible inhibitor of the enzyme ornithine decarboxylase, 
the first and rate-limiting enzyme in the biosynthesis of polyamines and a transcriptional target of 
MYCN for adults and paediatric patients with high-risk neuroblastoma who have responded to prior 
multiagent, multimodality therapy. Ifinwil tablets contain eflornithine 192 mg 
 -- Foslevodopa and foscarbidopa (Vyalev), a combination of prodrugs of levodopa and carbidopa 
(ratio 20:1) in a solution for 24 hour/day continuous subcutaneous infusion containing foslevodopa 2.4 
g and foscarbidopa 120 mg per 10 mL, for advanced idiopathic Parkinson’s disease with severe motor 
fluctuations despite optimised alternative pharmacological treatment 
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- New Presentation 
-- Tacrolimus (monohydrate) (Azematop) is now available as an 0.1% ointment for adults and 
adolescents (16 years of age and above) as treatment for moderate to severe flares of atopic 
dermatitis in patients who are not adequately responsive to or are intolerant of conventional therapies 
such as topical corticosteroids, and for prevention of flares and prolongation of flare-free intervals in 
patients experiencing a high frequency of disease exacerbations who have responded to tacrolimus 
treatment during flares. It is contraindicated in patients with hypersensitivity to macrolides 
- New Indications 
-- Asciminib (hydrochloride) (Scemblix) is now also indicated for newly diagnosed Philadelphia 
chromosome-positive chronic myeloid leukaemia in chronic phase 
 -- Botulinum toxin type A (Botox) is now indicated for the temporary improvement in the appearance 
of platysma continuous bands in healthy adults 
-- Ipilimumab (rch) (Yervoy) and Nivolumab (rch) (Opdivo) in combination, are now indicated for the 
first-line treatment of adult patients with unresectable or metastatic hepatocellular carcinoma 
 -- Trastuzumab deruxtecan (Enhertu) is now indicated (with provisional approval) for the treatment of 
adult patients with unresectable or metastatic HER2-positive (IHC3+) solid tumours who have 
received prior systemic treatment and who have no satisfactory alternative treatment options 
 
Safer Care Victoria 
- Analgesic stewardship toolkit now available - link 
 
TGA 
- Nicotine pouches are illegal in Australia unless prescribed - link 
- Testing of vitamin D3 in single active products - link 
- Vaccines overview - link 
- Compliance and education for listed medicines - link 
- Efficacy of Vitamin D for bone strength - link 
- Efficacy of medicines containing Vitamin D that use indications relating to bone - link 
- Database of section 19A approvals to import and supply medicines to address medicine shortages 
- AusPARs:  
-- Bylvay (odevixibat) for progressive familial intrahepatic cholestasis (PFIC) in patients aged 6 
months or older 
-- Clasto, Enoxacor and Enoxaject (enoxaparin sodium) are biosimilars to Clexane, an anticoagulant 
medication approved for multiple uses 
-- Epkinly (epcoritamab) has been provisionally approved for the treatment of adult patients with 
relapsed or refractory diffuse large B-cell lymphoma 
-- Inrebic (fedratinib as hydrochloride) has been approved for the treatment of disease-related 
splenomegaly or symptoms in adult patients with primary myelofibrosis, post polycythaemia vera 
myelofibrosis or post essential thrombocythaemia myelofibrosis who are Janus Associated Kinase 
(JAK) inhibitor naïve or have been treated with ruxolitinib 
-- Joenja (Leniolisib) is for the treatment of activated phosphoinositide 3-kinase delta syndrome 
(APDS) in adults and adolescents 12 years of age and older 
-- Relfydess (relabotulinumtoxinA) is for the temporary improvement in the appearance of moderate to 
severe glabellar lines at maximum frown and of moderate to severe lateral canthal lines seen at 
maximum smile 
-- Rystiggo has been approved as an add-on to standard therapy for the treatment of generalised 
myasthenia gravis (gMG) in adult patients who are anti-acetylcholine receptor (AChR) or anti-muscle-
specific tyrosine kinase (MuSK) antibody positive 
-- Talvey (talquetamab) has been provisionally approved for the treatment of adult patients with 
relapsed or refractory multiple myeloma 
-- Uplizna (inebilizumab) approved for the treatment of adult patients with neuromyelitis optica 
spectrum disorders who are anti-aquaporin-4 immunoglobulin G (AQP4-IgG) seropositive 
-- Vistella (calcifediol) approved for the treatment or prevention of vitamin D deficiency in adults 
-- Voydeya (danicopan) approved as an add-on to ravulizumab or eculizumab for signs or symptoms 
of extravascular haemolysis in adult patients with paroxysmal nocturnal haemoglobinuria 
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-- Yorvipath (palopegteriparatide),a parathyroid hormone analogue, approved for the treatment of 
chronic hypoparathyroidism in adults 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – INTERNATIONAL  

Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) USA 
- Misuse of ADHD Prescription Stimulants in Adults - link 
 
All Wales Medicines Strategy Group 
- All Wales adult asthma management and prescribing guideline - updated 
 
British Menopause Society 
- Measurement of serum estradiol in the menopause transition - link 
  
Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologies in Health 
- Treatment With Immune Checkpoint Inhibitors: Utilization Analysis - link 
- Dihydropyrimidine Dehydrogenase Deficiency Testing for Patients Treated With 5-Fluorouracil and 
Capecitabine - link 
 
Department of Health and Social Care 
- Shortage of Antimicrobial Agents Used in Tuberculosis (TB) Treatment - link 
- Pharmaceutical needs assessments: information pack - link 
 
electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- New products 
-- Duosol with 4 mmol/l Potassium solution for haemofiltration (calcium chloride dihydrate, glucose 
monohydrate, magnesium chloride hexahydrate, potassium chloride, sodium chloride, sodium 
hydrogen carbonate) - ready-to-use solution is indicated for use in patients with acute renal failure of 
any cause requiring continuous haemofiltration 
-- Atenza (methylphenidate) XL prolonged release tablets (18mg, 27mg, 36mg and 54 mg), a once 
daily preparation for use as part of a comprehensive treatment programme for Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder in children aged 6 years of age and over and adults when remedial measures 
alone prove insufficient 
-- Pyzchiva (ustekinumab) - biosimilar of ustekinumab now available in pre-filled pen formulations as 
well as pre-filled syringes (45mg and 90mg) and as a concentrate for solution for infusion (130mg) 
- Tepezza (teprotumumab) 500 mg powder concentrate for solution for infusion for moderate to 
severe adult Thyroid Eye Disease (TED) given as a course of 8 infusions administered at 3-weekly 
intervals 
- Indication extensions 
-- Adcetris (brentuximab) - use now includes adult patients with previously untreated CD30+ Stage IIB 
with risk factors, Stage III or Stage IV Hodgkin lymphoma in combination with etoposide, 
cyclophosphamide, doxorubicin, dacarbazine, dexamethasone 
 
European Medicines Agency (EMA) 
- European CHMP recommends approval in EU of Trixeo Aerosphere and Riltrava Aerosphere 
(budesonide, glycopyrronium, formoterol fumarate dihydrate) reformulated with environmentally 
friendly gas propellant - link 
- Outcomes from European CHMP July 2025 meeting 
-- outcome of re-examination of donanemab (Kisunla) 
-- recommended approval of new medicines in EU - thirteen new medicines for approval (including 
four biosimilars), and gave negative opinion for three medicines - link 
-- license extensions recommended for eight medicines: Alhemo (concizumab), Baqsimi (glucagon), 
Clopidogrel Zentiva (clopidogrel), Invokana (canagliflozin), mResvia (mRNA respiratory syncytial virus 
vaccine), Sirturo (bedaquiline), Taltz (ixekizumab) & Tevimbra (tislelizumab) - link 
   
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
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- New drug approvals 
-- FDA grants accelerated approval to dordaviprone for diffuse midline glioma (Modeyso) 
-- Sephience (sepiapterin) to treat hyperphenylalaninemia in patients with sepiapterin-responsive 
phenylketonuria, in conjunction with a phenylalanine-restricted diet 
-- Vizz (aceclidine) to treat presbyopia 
-- Skytrofa for growth hormone deficiency in adults 
-- Empaveli approved for C3G and Primary IC-MPGN 
- Non-approvals 
-- new melanoma therapy, vusolimogene oderparepvec (RP1) - link 
 
The Health Foundation 
- Dash review: seven considerations for local NHS leaders - link 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) 
- Mirvetuximab soravtansine approved to treat adult patients who have ovarian, fallopian tube or 
primary peritoneal cancer - link 
- Tofersen approved to treat rare inherited form of motor neurone disease - link 
 
Monthly Index of Medical Specialities (MIMS) UK 
- New MIMS reports offer prescribing insights for diabetes, obesity and women's health - link 
 
NHS England 
- Emicizumab for prophylaxis of bleeding episodes in people with moderate haemophilia A without 
inhibitors - link 
- Icatibant for treatment of moderate to severe acute swellings due to bradykinin-mediated 
angioedema with normal C1 inhibitor - link 
- Tocilizumab for neuromyelitis optica spectrum disorder and myelin oligodendrocyte glycoprotein 
antibody-associated disease refractory or intolerant to previous lines of therapy - link 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) UK  
- Implementation support toolkit for NICE guideline (NG246) on overweight and obesity management 
- Vanzacaftor-tezacaftor-deutivacaftor for treating cystic fibrosis with 1 or more F508del mutations in 
the CFTR gene in people 6 years and over (TA1085) 
- Betula verrucosa for treating moderate to severe allergic rhinitis or conjunctivitis caused by tree 
pollen (TA1087 
- Ribociclib with an aromatase inhibitor for adjuvant treatment of hormone receptor-positive HER2-
negative early breast cancer at high risk of recurrence (TA0186) 
- Overweight and obesity management- updated (QS212) 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Research (NIHR) 
- Cessation of smoking in people attending UK emergency departments: the COSTED RCT with 
economic and process evaluation - link 
- Methylphenidate did not reduce fatigue severity in patients with advanced cancer at 6 (± 2) weeks 
but was safe and well tolerated - link 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- Benzylpenicillin for Group B Streptococcus for use in neonates - updated PGD 
- SPS updates PGDs on combined oral hormonal contraceptive (COC) in reproductive health and 
progestogen only pill (POP) for contraception - link 
- Terbutaline injection for use in labour within maternity services - updated PGD 
- Addressing medication safety inequalities across the system - link 
- Amikacin: informing intrathecal risk assessment - link 
- Cytarabine: informing intrathecal risk assessment - link 
 
UK Health Security Agency 
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- Human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine - PGD template - for GBMSM: PGD template 
- Meningococcal B (MenB) vaccination against gonorrhoea guide - link 
- Shiga Toxin producing E.coli (STEC) cases rise in England - link 
 
UK Preconception Partnership 
- Preconception care toolkit - link 
 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
- Country preparedness for the introduction and appropriate use of antibiotics: Operational guidance 
 

MEDICATION SAFETY 

Australian Government Department of Health 
- ATAGI statement on RSV administration errors - link 
 
electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- Revised SPCs 
-- Angitil (diltiazem) - due to CYP3A4 and P-gp inhibition, caution should be exercised when diltiazem 
is co-administered with DOACs. Information about interactions between colchicine and diltiazem, and 
QT-prolonging medicines and diltiazem also added to SPC 
-- Inrebic (fedratinib) - uveitis added as a common ADR observed in post-approval clinical studies as 
late onset with first episode occurring at median of 14 months after starting treatment (range of 8 to 
22 months) 
-- Ixazomib - name change from 'Ninlaro 2.3 mg Hard Capsules' to 'Ixazomib 2.3 mg Hard Capsules' 
-- Levosert (levonorgestrel) - consideration advised of the use of vaginal ultrasound examination 
following insertion, to ascertain the position of Levosert 
-- Onglyza (saxagliptin) - advice on the use of saxagliptan in patients aged 10-18 years has been 
clarified (not recommended) and data from a study in patients aged 10-18 years showing no 
significant effect on HbA1c at 26 weeks has been added 
-- Pentasa (mesalazine) – idiopathic intracranial hypertension (IIH) reported in patients receiving 
mesalazine. Patients should be warned for signs and symptoms including severe or recurrent 
headache, visual disturbances or tinnitus, and mesalazine should be discontinued if IIH occurs 
-- Prolia (denosumab) - warning that bone mineral density (BMD) is expected to decrease following 
denosumab discontinuation and therefore ongoing BMD monitoring and alternative treatment should 
be considered to reduce increased fracture risk 
-- Remicade (infliximab) - contains 0.50 mg of polysorbate 80 (E433) in each dosage unit which is 
equivalent to 0.05 mg/ml. Polysorbates may cause allergic reactions 
-- Sunlenca (lenacapavir) - updated to include a warning about the potential for slow or non-resolving 
injection site nodules. In one study the median times for resolution of nodules and indurations after 
first injection were 191 and 113 days respectively 
-- Tysabri (natalizumab) - option for patients and carers to self-administer this medicine using the pre-
filled syringe. Pre-administration checklist and additional instructions for self-administration included 
-- Ultramol (caffeine, codeine phosphate, paracetamol) Soluble - concomitant administration of 
codeine with anticholinergics or medicines with anticholinergic activity (e.g. TCAs, antihistamines, 
antipsychotics, muscle relaxants, anti-Parkinson drugs) may result in increased anticholinergic ADRs 
-- Xenpozyme (olipudase alfa) - detailed advice included on dosing schedules to be used when a 
patient misses one or more doses of this enzyme replacement therapy for the treatment of non-
Central Nervous System manifestations of Acid Sphingomyelinase Deficiency 
-- Xofluza (baloxavir marboxil) – use now includes treatment of patients aged 3 weeks and above, as 
per results from study CP40559 (MiniSTONE-1) 
 
EMA 
- Outcomes from European CHMP July 2025 meeting - conclusion of referral on chikungunya vaccine 
(Ixchiq) - link 
- Nitrosamine impurities in human medicines: The response of the European Medicines Regulatory 
Network (EHRN) - link 
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https://www.ukpreconceptionpartnership.co.uk/resources/preconception-care-toolkit
https://www.who.int/publications/b/74301
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/atagi-statement-on-rsv-administration-errors?language=en
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- European CHMP begin review of Tecovirimat SIGA to consider emerging data from recent clinical 
trials suggesting lack of effectiveness in treatment of mpox - link 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- Requiring opioid pain medicine manufacturers to update prescribing information regarding long-term 
use - link 
-Takes Steps to Restrict 7-OH Opioid Products Threatening American Consumers - link 
- Recommends Removal of Voluntary Hold for Elevidys for Ambulatory Patients – link 
- Investigating Death of 8-Year-Old Boy Who Received Elevidys - link 
 
Health Canada – MedEffect Notice  
- Health Product InfoWatch, July 2025 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) UK 
- MHRA Safety Roundup: July 2025 
- Shortage of Antimicrobial Agents Used in Tuberculosis (TB) Treatment - link 
 
Medsafe (New Zealand Medicines and Medical Devices Safety Authority) 
- Update - Anti-CD20 monoclonal antibodies (rituximab, ocrelizumab, obinutuzumab, ofatumumab) 
and the possible risk of pyoderma gangrenosum - link 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- SPS Medication Safety Update July 2025 
- SPS Spotlight digest July 2025 
 
TGA 
- Established acceptable intake for nitrosamines in medicines - link – July 2025 - update 
- Information about major medicine shortages – link 
-- Anticipated shortage of Creon (pancreatic extract) capsules - link 
-- About the shortage of Pegasys (peginterferon alfa-2a) injection - link 
-- About the shortage of methylphenidate hydrochloride products - link 
-- About the shortage of Bicillin L-A (benzathine benzylpenicillin tetrahydrate) prefilled syringe for 
injection - link 
 

PAPERS OF INTEREST 

American Journal of Cardiology 
- Direct Oral Anticoagulants Versus Low-Molecular-Weight Heparin in Patients With Cancer-
Associated Thrombosis: A Meta-Analysis of Randomized Controlled Trials - link 
 
American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy (AJHP)  
- Evolving role of the emergency medicine pharmacist in tele-emergency medicine - link 
- Midazolam in the treatment of catatonia: A case series - link 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
- Antibiotic, Glucocorticoid, and Opioid Prescribing in Urgent Cares: An Opportunity for Reducing 
Medication Overuse - link 
- Rituximab Versus Conventional Therapy for Remission Induction in Eosinophilic Granulomatosis 
with Polyangiitis: A Randomized Controlled Trial - link 
- Treatment With Canagliflozin Versus Placebo in Children and Adolescents with Type 2 Diabetes: A 
Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
 
Arthritis & Rheumatology 
- Antiphospholipid Syndrome: An Antibody-Mediated Disease with Emerging Therapeutic 
Opportunities - link 
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https://www.sps.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Medication-Safety-Update-July-2025.pdf
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https://www.tga.gov.au/how-we-regulate/monitoring-safety-and-shortages/industry-information-about-specific-safety-alerts-recalls-and-shortages/nitrosamine-impurities-medicines/established-acceptable-intake-nitrosamines-medicines
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https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages/information-about-major-medicine-shortages
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages/medicine-shortage-alerts/anticipated-shortage-creon-pancreatic-extract-capsules
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages/information-about-major-medicine-shortages/about-shortage-pegasys-peginterferon-alfa-2a-injection
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages/information-about-major-medicine-shortages/about-shortage-methylphenidate-hydrochloride-products
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0002914925003832?via%3Dihub
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxaf204/8221051
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxaf200/8220570
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/ANNALS-24-04111
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/ANNALS-24-03947
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/ANNALS-24-04017
https://acrjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/art.43258
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- Comparative Cardiovascular Safety of Nonsteroidal Anti-Inflammatory Drug Versus Colchicine Use 
When Initiating Urate-Lowering Therapy Among Patients With Gout: Target Trial Emulations - link 
 
Australian Health Review, Journal of the Australian Healthcare & Hospitals Association 
- Effect and illustrative costs of downscheduling on government subsidised dispensings of triptans in 
Australia: a 10-year analysis - link 
 
British Journal of Clinical Pharmacology 
- Medication persistence trajectories among individuals prescribed lipid-lowering therapy in primary 
care settings: A retrospective cohort study - link 
- Spotlight commentary: Using real-world data for real-world evidence generation to advance drug 
repurposing - link 
- Medication adherence during the run-in phase of clinical trials: A systematic review of 
methodological and reporting rigour - link 
- Completeness of spontaneously reported adverse drug reactions in 4 databases - link 
- Unveiling predisposing factors for cefepime-induced neurotoxicity: A systematic review and meta-
analysis - link 
- Credibility of genetic predictors for antiepileptic drug resistance: A systematic Bayesian reappraisal 
of published meta-analyses - link 
 
British Medical Journal (BMJ) 
- Malnutrition with use of GLP-1 agonists is an underestimated real world harm - link 
- What Your Patient is Thinking: Living with an intolerance to medication - link 
- Sarepta Therapeutics suspends trial of delandistrogene moxeparvovec for Duchenne muscular 
dystrophy - link 
- Advances in the management of osteoporosis - link 
- Are patients with sickle cell disease still being failed by the healthcare system? - link 
- Frontiers retracts over 100 articles after uncovering “peer review manipulation network” - link 
- Our Future Health: consent, clinical risk, and industry issues plague the UK’s biggest ever health 
research programme - link 
- Skin cancer prevention and sunscreens - link 
- Sex related differences in efficacy and safety of antithrombotic therapy in patients with coronary 
artery disease: systematic review and meta-analysis - link 
- Combination vs. single-drug nonprescription analgesics for acute pain management: A narrative 
review - link 
- Side effects of GLP-1 receptor agonists - link 
- Sixty seconds on . . . pollen immunotherapy - link 
 
BMC Medicine 
- Trajectory of the body weight after drug discontinuation in the treatment of anti-obesity medications - 
link 
 
BMJ Quality and Safety 
- Frequency and preventability of adverse drug events in the outpatient setting - link 
- Effectiveness of clinician-directed default nudges on reducing overuse of tests and treatments in 
healthcare: a systematic review of randomised controlled trials - link 
- Examining variations in the prevalence of hazardous opioid prescribing across general practices in 
England: a cross-sectional study - link 
 
Circulation  
- Abelacimab Versus Rivaroxaban in Patients With Atrial Fibrillation on Antiplatelet Therapy: A 
Prespecified Analysis of the AZALEA-TIMI 71 Trial - link 
 
Cochrane  
- Natalizumab for multiple sclerosis - link 
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https://qualitysafety.bmj.com/content/34/8/499
https://qualitysafety.bmj.com/content/early/2025/07/17/bmjqs-2025-018793
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- Systemic pharmacological treatments for chronic plaque psoriasis: a network meta‐analysis - link 

- Phosphodiesterase type 5 inhibitor plus endothelin receptor antagonist compared to either alone for 
group 1 pulmonary arterial hypertension - link 
- Targeted immunosuppressive and immunomodulatory therapies for idiopathic inflammatory 
myopathies - link 
- Tumor necrosis factor‐alpha antagonists for treatment of pediatric Crohn’s disease - link 

- Desmopressin for nocturnal enuresis in children - link 
- Corticosteroids for treatment of leptospirosis - link 
 
Drug and Therapeutics Bulletin 
- Lecanemab (▼Leqembi) for Alzheimer’s disease - link 
- Republished case report: Minocycline-induced lupus - link 
- Republished case report: Choroidal effusion after initiation of topical dorzolamide treatment - link 
- Republished case report: Severe lactic acidosis associated with oral linezolid - link 
 
European Heart Journal  
- Decision-making for older adults with advanced heart disease: a framework for balancing benefit 
versus futility - link 
- Mitochondrial cardiomyopathies: pathogenesis, diagnosis, and treatment - link 
- Heparin administration at first medical contact vs immediately before primary percutaneous coronary 
intervention: the HELP-PCI trial - link 
- Incident hyperkalaemia risk model in chronic kidney disease and diabetes: the FIDELITY 
programme - link 
- Long-term effect of biodegradable vs. durable polymer everolimus-eluting stents on 
neoatherosclerosis in ST-segment elevation myocardial infarction: the CONNECT trial - link 
 
European Journal of Hospital Pharmacy  
- Editorial: Medication adherence interventions: where are we and where do we go? - link 
 
Internal Medicine Journal 
- Management of patients with newly diagnosed multiple myeloma who are eligible for autologous 
stem cell transplantation: position statement of the Medical and Scientific Advisory Group of Myeloma 
Australia - link 
- Australia and New Zealand consensus statement on the cardiovascular management of patients 
with chronic lymphocytic leukaemia treated with Bruton's tyrosine kinase inhibitors - link 
- How should glucocorticoid and mineralocorticoid replacement be optimised in a young patient with 
classic 21-hydroxylase congenital adrenal hyperplasia? - link 
- Letter: Argyria resulting from colloidal silver ingestion, a differential in modern-day practice - link 
 
International Breastfeeding Journal 
- The effect of medication use on breastfeeding continuation: a systematic review with narrative 
synthesis - link 
 
International Journal of Clinical Pharmacy 
- Pharmacists’ role in interventions addressing excessive polypharmacy: a scoping review - link 
- Artificial intelligence in pharmacovigilance: a narrative review and practical experience with an 
expert-defined Bayesian network tool - link 
- Learnings from research on artificial intelligence enabled solutions in clinical pharmacy practice and 
education - link 
- Efficacy and safety of 35 mg of recombinant human prourokinase for thrombolysis in acute ischemic 
stroke: a meta-analysis of randomized controlled trials - link 
- A machine learning model exploring the relationship between chronic medication and COVID-19 
clinical outcomes - link 
 
International Journal for Quality in Health Care 
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- Improving therapeutic engagement and observations on inpatient mental health wards in the English 
NHS: Lessons from using QI to scale up interventions - link 
 

JAMA 
- Managing Adverse Effects of Incretin-Based Medications for Obesity - link 
- Diverticulitis: A Review - link 
- Patent Foramen Ovale and Stroke: A Review - link 
- Patient page: What Is Prostate Cancer? - link 
 
JAMA Internal Medicine 
- Oral Semaglutide in an East Asian Population With Overweight or Obesity, With or Without Type 2 
Diabetes: The OASIS 2 Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
 
JAMA Network Open 
- Pharmacist-Led Education Intervention for Adults with Allergic Rhinitis: A Randomized Clinical Trial - 
link 
 
Journal of Pharmacy Practice and Research (JPPR) 
- Tool for longitudinal monitoring of medicine-related symptoms in older people: a feasibility study - 
link 
 
Lancet 
- Chikungunya virus disease returns to Europe: a turning point for the global arboviral landscape - link 
- The Lancet Commission on addressing the global hepatocellular carcinoma burden: comprehensive 
strategies from prevention to treatment - link 
- Adjuvant chemotherapy and hormonotherapy versus adjuvant hormonotherapy alone for women 
aged 70 years and older with high-risk breast cancer based on the genomic grade index (ASTER 
70s): a randomised phase 3 trial - link 
 
Lancet Child and Adolescent Health 
- Bivalent prefusion F vaccination in pregnancy and respiratory syncytial virus hospitalisation in infants 
in the UK: results of a multicentre, test-negative, case-control study - link 
 
Lancet Infectious Diseases 
- Doxycycline to prevent bacterial sexually transmitted infections in the USA: final results from the 
DoxyPEP multicentre, open-label, randomised controlled trial and open-label extension - link 
- Effectiveness of the BNT162b2 and mRNA-1273 JN.1-adapted vaccines against COVID-19-
associated hospitalisation and death: a Danish, nationwide, register-based, cohort study - link 
 
Lancet Psychiatry 
- Clozapine use and risk of infections in patients with schizophrenia in Hong Kong: a population-based 
cohort study - link 
 
Lancet Public Health 
- Daily steps and health outcomes in adults: a systematic review and dose-response meta-analysis - 
link 
 
Lancet Respiratory Medicine 
- Adjunctive corticosteroids in non-AIDS patients with severe Pneumocystis jirovecii pneumonia (PIC): 
a multicentre, double-blind, randomised controlled trial - link 
  
Molecular Diversity Preservation International (MDPI) – Pharmacy Journal 
- The Role of the Clinical Pharmacist in Hospital Admission Medication Reconciliation in Low-
Resource Settings - link 
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- Pharmacist-Driven Chondroprotection in Osteoarthritis: A Multifaceted Approach Using Patient 
Education, Information Visualization, and Lifestyle Integration - link 
- Accuracy and Safety of ChatGPT-3.5 in Assessing Over-the-Counter Medication Use During 
Pregnancy: A Descriptive Comparative Study - link 
- Hospital Pharmacists’ Perspectives on Adverse Drug Reaction Reporting in Developed and 
Developing Countries: A Comparative Pilot Study - link 
- Evaluation of Medication Adherence and Appropriateness Among Heart Failure Patients Attending 
the Cardiac Clinic at a Tertiary Care Hospital: A Cross-Sectional Observational Study - link 
 
Medical Journal of Australia  
- A salute to ten years of Australian Clinical Care Standards: celebrations and challenges - link 
- Prescription opioid supply‐restricting policies and hospital use by people prescribed opioid 

medications, Victoria, 2018–22: a controlled interrupted time series analysis – link - editorial 
 
Neurology 
- Meta-Analysis of Randomized Controlled Trials on IV Thrombolysis in Patients With Minor Acute 
Ischemic Stroke - link 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
- Finerenone with Empagliflozin in Chronic Kidney Disease and Type 2 Diabetes - link - editorial 
- Ciprofloxacin versus Aminoglycoside–Ciprofloxacin for Bubonic Plague - link 
- Vepdegestrant, a PROTAC Estrogen Receptor Degrader, in Advanced Breast Cancer - link 
- First-Line Camizestrant for Emerging ESR1-Mutated Advanced Breast Cancer - link 
- Testosterone Treatment in Middle-Aged and Older Men with Hypogonadism - review 
 
Pediatrics (American Academy of Pediatrics) 
- Recommendations for Prevention and Control of Influenza in Children, 2025–2026: Policy Statement 
 
Pharmaceutical Journal 
- Clozapine: is it time to relax blood monitoring rules? - link 
- Number of adults prescribed ADHD medication rises by a quarter - link 
- MHRA ‘shares concerns’ over failure to meet epilepsy drug prescribing target - link 
 
Pharmacotherapy 
- Genome-wide associations with metabolic syndrome among UK Biobank participants reporting use 
of second-generation antipsychotics - link 
- Effect of P2Y12 Inhibitors on Major Adverse Cardiovascular Events After Coronary Artery Bypass 
Graft Surgery: A Population-Based Cohort Study - link 
- A Large Cohort Study to Identify Risk Factors of Acute Kidney Injury in Pediatric Patients 
Undergoing Intravenous Vancomycin Therapy - link 
- Intraperitoneal Granisetron for Post-Laparoscopic Cholecystectomy Pain Management: A Double-
Blinded, Randomized Controlled Trial - link 
 

CONSULTATIONS  

Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- NSQHS Standards (third edition) - Public Consultation 1 - closing 30 September 2025 – link 

 
TGA  
- Consultation: Proposed amendments to the Poisons Standard in relation to homosalate, 
oxybenzone and benzophenone – Joint ACMS-ACCS meeting – September 2025 - closing 12 August 
2025 - link 
 

WEBINARS & PODCASTS 

Australian Prescriber Podcasts 
- Episode 194 – Using pharmacogenomics to personalise drug therapy 
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https://www.mdpi.com/2226-4787/13/4/103
https://www.mdpi.com/2226-4787/13/4/101
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2025/223/4/salute-ten-years-australian-clinical-care-standards-celebrations-and-challenges
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2025/223/3/prescription-opioid-supply-restricting-policies-and-hospital-use-people
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2025/223/3/squeezing-opioid-balloon-need-assess-both-intended-and-unintended-consequences
https://www.neurology.org/doi/10.1212/WNL.0000000000213863?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2410659
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMe2508784
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https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMra2404637
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/doi/10.1542/peds.2025-073620/202845/Recommendations-for-Prevention-and-Control-of
https://pharmaceutical-journal.com/article/feature/clozapine-is-it-time-to-relax-blood-monitoring-rules
https://pharmaceutical-journal.com/article/news/number-of-adults-prescribed-adhd-medication-rises-by-a-quarter
https://pharmaceutical-journal.com/article/news/mhra-shares-concerns-over-failure-to-meet-epilepsy-drug-prescribing-target
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https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/newsroom/consultations/nsqhs-standards-third-edition-public-consultation-1
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https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/podcast/episode-194-using-pharmacogenomics-to-personalise-drug-therapy.html
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MJA Podcasts 
- Episode 15: Re-thinking coronary heart disease 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Service 
- Pharmacy technician coffee break conversation podcasts - link 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

ACSQHC 
- Webinar: Clinical Care Standards on the frontline: Five Stories of Excellence - Tuesday, 19 August 
2025, 12:00–13:00 AEST - register 
- National Medicines Symposium NMS 2025, virtual - 22 October 2025 - register 
 
ADPHA 
- Medicines Management 2025, 27-29 November 2025, Melbourne – register 
 
Australian Government Department of Health 
- Electronic National Residential Medication Charts (eNRMC) and My Health Record (MHR) – 
Webinar on updates for Residential Aged Care Homes - 12 August, 14:00-15:00 (AEST) - register 

 
NHMRC Medicines Intelligence Centre of Research Excellence (MI-CRE)  
- Fifth Annual Research Symposium: Better together: advancing medicines intelligence through 
partnerships, 29-30 October 2025, UNSW Sydney - register 

 

Fortnightly TAG Mail – resources list   24th July 2025 
NSW TAG Email discussions and discussion topics at recent TAG General meeting:  
- Do hospitals/ districts have a list of time-critical medications they are willing to share? 

Closes 11th August 2025. 

- Are hospitals making plans to administer donanemab and/or to manage patients who come 

in on it given it has been approved by the TGA? 

- Are there any concerns re access to therapeutic dalteparin? TGA have stated that various 

strengths being deleted from Australian market in near future- link. What are hospitals doing to 

manage this? 

- Hospital use of andexanet alfa 

- Sharing DTC Pharmacist Position Descriptions. 

- Sharing policies for DTC oversight of programmable infusion pumps 

- Sharing recently approved PPGs 

--Atropine Topical Use for Clozapine-induced Hypersalivation 
--Intra-operative Topical Rifampicin Use During Aortic Surgery 

NSW TAG Publications 
- Know Your Insulins Poster v2.0 July 2025- link 

Also co-branding potential for hospitals. Contact Sasha Bennett at sasha.bennett@svha.org.au if 
you are interested in customising the information for your hospital/LHD on this poster and co-
branding with NSW TAG. 

Contact Sasha Bennett at sasha.bennett@svha.org.au for information about any email 
discussions, publications or upcoming meetings.  

EDITOR’S PICKS 

AJHP: Development of a standard process to identify, implement, and validate pharmacist-impacted 
clinical outcome measures in the acute care setting — part I – part II 
AJHP: Practice-enhancing publications about the medication-use process in 2024 – link 
AIM: Aluminum-Adsorbed Vaccines and Chronic Diseases in Childhood - link 
AIM: GLP-1 RAs and Risk for Gastroesophageal Reflux Disease in Patients with T2DM - link 

mailto:nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au
https://www.mja.com.au/podcast/223/2/mja-podcasts-2025-episode-15-re-thinking-coronary-heart-disease
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/pharmacy-technician-coffee-break-conversation-podcasts/#:~:text=podcast
https://safetyandquality.tv/ccs-10/
https://safetyandquality.tv/national-medicines-symposium-2025/
https://mm2025.adpha.au/
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/webinars/electronic-national-residential-medication-charts-enrmc-and-my-health-record-mhr-update-webinar#:~:text=Register%20for%20this%20webinar
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/mi-cre-2025-annual-research-symposium-and-policy-forum-tickets-1343519014539?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/auspar/auspar-kisunla
https://apps.tga.gov.au/Prod/msi/Search/Details/dalteparin%20sodium
https://www.nswtag.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Know-your-insulins_Poster_V2_July-2025.pdf
mailto:sasha.bennett@svha.org.au
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https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxaf186/8209764
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxaf185/8209763?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxaf179/8209998
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/ANNALS-25-00997
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/ANNALS-24-03420


 
 

Advancing quality use of medicines in NSW public hospitals and the wider community since 1988 
Ph: 0407418 072 ｜Email: nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au 
An initiative of NSW clinical pharmacologists & pharmacists 
ABN: 82 707 308 091 
 
 

BJCP: Paediatric rare diseases: Can large language models assist off-label prescribing? - link 
BJCP:  Potential for use of Al/machine learning for pharmacovigilance - link 
BJCP:  Therapeutic reasoning in case reports: Insights - link 
BJCP:  Trends in drug–drug interaction prevalence and longitudinal associations with health 
outcomes in the older community-dwelling population- link 
BMJ Q&S: Editorial: More alerts, less harm? Rethinking medication safety with AI - link 
Circ: COOPERATIVE-PFA - link 
EHJ:  Sex differences in dual antiplatelet therapy de-escalation strategies after PCI - link 
EHJ: Artificial intelligence in cardiovascular pharmacotherapy: applications and perspectives - link 
EHJ: Circadian rhythms in cardiovascular disease - link 
EJHP: Integrating AI into the hospital supply chain to ensure the availability of medications - link 
EJHP: Impact of using different renal function estimation equations on vancomycin dosing - link 
EJHP: Risk factors for unintentional medication discrepancies identified through pharmacy staff-led 
medication reconciliation to prioritise patients in the ED - link 
FutHCJ: Commentary: Why is it so hard to reduce harm from medicines? - link 
IMJ: Antimicrobial stewardship in regional hospitals: a human factors evaluation of barriers and 
facilitators and the role of technology - link 
IJCP: Behavioural theories, models and frameworks to underpin clinical pharmacy and pharmacy 
practice research: guidance from the European Society of Clinical Pharmacy - link 
IJCP: Comparative effectiveness of the Beers Criteria (2023) versus the STOPP (v3) in detecting 
potentially inappropriate medications in older adults with HF - link 
JAMA: Regulatory and Clinical Outcomes of Nononcology Accelerated Approvals - link 
JAMA: Initial Antibiotic Selection Strategy and Subsequent Antibiotic Use - link 
JAMA IM: Diet and Physical Activity When Prescribing GLP-1s:Lifestyle Factors Remain Crucial - link 
JAMA NO: Risk of Neurodevelopmental Disorders and Paternal Use of Valproate During 
Spermatogenesis - link 
JAMA NO: Morning vs Bedtime Dosing and Nocturnal BP Reduction in Patients with HTN - link 
JAMA Psych: Incidence and Nature of Antidepressant Discontinuation Symptoms SR and MA - link 
JAMA Psych: Increased Prescribing of ADHD Medication and Real-World Outcomes Over Time - link 
JPPR: Pre-admission clinic pharmacist’s impact on perioperative medication management in elective 
surgery patients - link 
JPPR: Impact of referral wait times on high-risk medication usage in patients with chronic pain- link 
Lancet DE: The unique signature of tyrosine kinase inhibitor-induced hypothyroidism - link 
Lancet DE: International Federation for the Surgery of Obesity statement on metabolic bariatric 
surgery after pharmacotherapy-induced weight loss in clinical obesity - link 
MDPI: Use of RE-AIM to Evaluate a Pharmacist-Led ToC Service at a Regional Hospital - link 
MJA: Building health system resilience to climate change: lessons from cardiovascular disease - link 
P’therapy: Association of Pneumonia, Fracture, Metabolic, and Renal Events With Long-Term PPI 
Use in Patients With CKD - link 
P’therapy: Adverse events with co-prescription of ARBs and clarithromycin compared to azithromycin- 
link 
 

OTHER NEWS  

Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- 10th Anniversary of Clinical Care Standards - link - board chair message 
- How Australia performed in OECD survey on chronic conditions – link – media release 
- Improving clinical care for older people - link 
 
NSW Health 
- ADHD reforms to make care cheaper, faster and easier to access from September - link 
- NSW Health Policies and Other Policy Documents (PD2025_031) 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – AUSTRALIA 

Agency for Clinical Innovation, NSW (ACI) 
The latest weekly Evidence Digest can be found here 
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https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/news/Pages/20250703_00.aspx
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AHHA 
- AI in healthcare: Policy must keep pace with innovation - link 
-- Perspectives Brief: Advancing AI Integration in Hospitals: An Appendicitis Case-Study Approach - 
link 
 
Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- Patient-Reported Indicator Surveys (PaRIS) Australian National Report 2025 - link 
 
Australian Institute for Health and Welfare (AIHW)  
- Multimorbidity in Australia - link 
- People who receive alcohol and other drug treatment services during their last year of life - link 
 
CATAG 
- Updated Guiding Principles for Medicines and Therapeutics Committees in Australian 
Hospitals- link 

- Collaborating with Consumers (CwC) Project: Guide to understanding novel and emerging 
medicines: consumer counselling tool - link  and other plain-English consumer counselling tools to 
help health professionals engage consumers in shared decision-making on complex medicine 
governance topics 
- Medicines Advice Initiative Australia (MAIA) Project  
--Antidepressant withdrawal: understanding and supporting people across the continuum of care. 
Launch of  Practice Tool - link 
--Tools to support the implementation of the CATAG MAIA toolkits (cumulative medicines risk 
assessment, prevention of persistent pain, medicines and the kidney, perioperative management with 
SGLT2i and GLP-1RAs, HFrEF optimisation and antidepressant withdrawal) produced over the last 2 
years under a QUDTP grant:  
---guidance for system-level application—supporting clinical governance committees, Medicines and 
Therapeutics Committees (MTCs), medicines safety committees, and department heads. 
---assistance for integration into health professional development programs of individual clinicians. 
 
NHMRC Impact Case Studies 

- National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research 2025, 1 October 2025 - link 
 
PBS 
- Drug Utilisation Sub-Committee (DUSC) Outcome Statement - 18 July 2025 
- PBAC Public Summary Documents (first time decisions not to recommend and deferrals) – March 
2025 meeting 
 
TGA 
- Prescription medicines under evaluation - link 
- Application to amend the Poisons Standard – form link 
- Medicines Repurposing Program - Program outcomes and changes - link 
- Applications and reporting for unapproved medicinal cannabis – includes how to access using the 
SAS or Authorised Prescriber pathways - link 
- Prescribing and dispensing of prescription only therapeutic vaping goods to patients under 18 years 
of age - link 
- Methoxypropylamino Cyclohexenylidene Ethoxyethylcyanoacetate - link 
- COVID-19 treatment information for consumers & health professionals – link – treatments - vaccines 
- Notified vape list: goods for smoking cessation or nicotine dependence - link 
- TGA seizes millions of illegal and counterfeit goods as part of global crackdown - link 
- Database of section 19A approvals to import and supply medicines to address medicine shortages 
- AusPARs:  
-- Fabhalta (iptapocan) for adult patients with paroxysmal nocturnal haemoglobinuria 
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https://www.tga.gov.au/ws-s19a-index
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/auspar/fabhalta
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-- Zilbrysq (zilucoplan) (as tetrasodium) as an add-on to standard therapy for the treatment of 
generalised myasthenia gravis in adult patients who are anti-acetylcholine receptor-antibody positive 
- Awiqli (insulin icodec) for the treatment, in adults, of type 2 diabetes and type 1 diabetes in 
conjunction with a bolus insulin, where daily basal insulin injections are not suitable 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – INTERNATIONAL  

Department of Health and Social Care UK 
- Government publishes plans to improve care for patients living with Myalgic Encephalomyelitis/ 
Chronic Fatigue Syndrome (ME/CFS) - link 
 
British National Formulary 
- BNF/BNFC Monthly Newsletter July 2025 
 
Care Quality Commission (UK) 
- Controlled drugs annual update report for 2024 published - link 
 
electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- New products 
-- Evrysdi (risdiplam) 5 mg film‐coated tablets to deliver the recommended once daily dose for 

patients ≥ 2 years of age with ≥ 20 kg body weight. There is an alternative oral solution available for 
patients of all age groups or who may require the use of a nasogastric or gastrostomy tube 
-- Omlyclo (omalizumab) 150mg solution for injection pre-filled pen, biosimilar to Xolair for treatment 
of allergic asthma, chronic rhinosinusitis with nasal polyps and chronic spontaneous urticaria 
-- Rosuvastatin 10mg/5ml oral solution for the treatment of primary hypercholesterolaemia, mixed 
dyslipidaemia, or homozygous familial hypercholesterolaemia in adults, adolescents and children 
aged 6 years or older, and for the prevention of major cardiovascular events in patients at high risk 
-- Rybrevant (amivantamab) subcutaneous injection (2240mg and 1600mg strengths) new formulation 
licensed as an alternative to the IV product for advanced NSCLC with EGFR Exon 19 deletion or 21 
L858R substitution mutation in combination with lazertinib, and as monotherapy for advanced NSCLC 
with EGFR Exon 20 insertion mutation, after platinum chemo 
-- Vitamin B&C High Potency Concentrate for solution for infusion - This IV Pabrinex generic is 
licensed to treat severe depletion or malabsorption of vitamins B & C, particularly in alcoholism, after 
acute infections, post-operatively, in psychiatric states, and to maintain vitamin B & C levels in 
patients on chronic intermittent haemodialysis 
- Revised SPCs for new indications or extensions 
-- Amvuttra (vutrisiran) - new indication of treatment of wild-type or hereditary transthyretin 
amyloidosis in adult patients with cardiomyopathy (ATTR-CM) 
-- Columvi (glofitamab) - in combination with gemcitabine & oxaliplatin for adults with relapsed or 
refractory diffuse large B-cell lymphoma not otherwise specified who are ineligible for autologous 
stem cell transplant now included 
-- Itulazax 12 SQ-Bet (standardised allergen extract of pollen from white birch (Betula verrucosa) 
SPC updated with license extension to include treatment of moderate-to-severe allergic rhinitis and/or 
conjunctivitis induced by pollen from the birch homologous group in adults and children aged from 5 
years (previously for use in adults only) 
-- Opdivo (nivolumab) and Yervoy (ipilimumab) in combination as a first-line treatment of adults with 
unresectable or advanced hepatocellular carcinoma. Both SPCs updated to include details of the 
recommended regimen for this indication 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- Authorises marketing of formerly banned tobacco- and menthol-flavoured e-cigarette products - link 
- New Drug Approvals 
-- Anzupgo (delgocitinib) to treat moderate-to-severe chronic hand eczema when topical 
corticosteroids are not advisable or produce an inadequate response 
- Widens indication of finerenone for heart failure patients - link 
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https://www.fda.gov/tobacco-products/ctp-newsroom/fda-authorizes-marketing-tobacco-and-menthol-flavored-juul-e-cigarette-products
https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/delgocitinib-approved-fda-chronic-hand-eczema-2025a1000jkb?form=fpf
https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/fda-widens-indication-finerenone-heart-failure-patients-2025a1000ive
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Health Services Safety Investigation Body UK 
- Workforce and patient safety: electronic communications on patient discharge from acute hospitals - 
link 
- Health Services Safety Investigations Body – Annual Report 2024/25 - link 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) 
- Approves sebetralstat (Ekterly) for hereditary angioedema (HAE) attacks in patients aged >12 - link 
- Approves adrenaline nasal spray - the first needle-free emergency treatment for anaphylaxis in the 
UK - link 
- Guidance: Human Medicines Modular Manufacture and Point of Care regulations 2025 - overview 
 
Monthly Index of Medical Specialities (MIMS) UK 
- Guidelines from Primary Care Dermatology Society (PCDS) now available on MIMS – includes 
guidelines on the treatment of hair loss and on the prescribing of topical calcineurin inhibitors - link 
- Otomize ear spray now available as a generic - link 
 
Neonatal & Paediatric Pharmacists Group UK 
- Off Label Use of Chloral Hydrate to sedate neonates and children in critical care - July 2025 update 
 
NHS England 
- Updated commissioning recommendations following the second national assessment of blood 
glucose and ketone meters, testing strips and lancets - link 
- NHS to roll out nirsevimab to protect premature babies from respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) - link 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) UK  
- Fruquintinib for previously treated metastatic colorectal cancer – guidance (TA1079) 
- Mirikizumab for treating moderately to severely active Crohn's disease (TA1080) 
- Zanubrutinib for treating relapsed or refractory mantle cell lymphoma (TA1081) 
- Cardiovascular risk assessment and lipid modification (QS100) update 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Research (NIHR) 
- Cardiovascular disease: new ways to detect risk and improve outcomes - link 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- Understanding generic and biosimilar market entry - link 
- Compatibility of nebuliser solution combinations - link 
- Mutual aid – understanding best practice principles - link 
- Ranibizumab biosimilar: patient information sheet - link 
- Safe use of medicines in palliative and end of life care - link 
 
The King’s Fund (UK) 
- Shifting to prevention: how integrated care systems can tackle cardiovascular disease - link 
 
UK Health Security Agency 
- Respiratory syncytial virus (RSV): vaccination for older adults (update) 
- Vaccines and porcine gelatine - link 
- Respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) programme: information for healthcare professionals - link 
- Shingles vaccination programme: expansion of Shingrix® vaccine eligibility to all those who are 
severely immunosuppressed and aged 18 years and over - link 
- Shingles vaccine (Shingrix®): patient group direction (PGD) template – update 
 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
- Guidelines on lenacapavir for HIV prevention and testing strategies for long-acting injectable pre-
exposure prophylaxis - link 
- Guidelines for the management of asymptomatic sexually transmitted infections - link 
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https://www.hssib.org.uk/patient-safety-investigations/workforce-and-patient-safety/fifth-investigation-report/
https://www.hssib.org.uk/news-events-blog/second-annual-report-marks-a-year-of-rapid-progress-and-driving-impact-in-patient-safety/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/mhra-approves-sebetralstat-ekterly-to-treat-hereditary-angioedema-hae-attacks-in-patients-aged-12-and-over
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/mhra-approves-adrenaline-nasal-spray-the-first-needle-free-emergency-treatment-for-anaphylaxis-in-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-medicines-modular-manufacture-and-point-of-care-regulations-2025-overview/human-medicines-modular-manufacture-and-point-of-care-regulations-2025-overview
https://www.mims.co.uk/guidelines-primary-care-dermatology-society-available-mims/dermatology/article/1925193
https://www.mims.co.uk/ear-infection-spray-relaunched-generic/ear-nose-and-throat/article/1925771
https://nppg.org.uk/chloral-in-critical-care/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/PRN00037-v4-commissioning-recommendations-following-the-national-assessment-of-blood-glucose-and.pdf
https://www.england.nhs.uk/2025/07/nhs-to-roll-out-long-lasting-suit-of-armour-jab-to-protect-thousands-of-premature-babies-from-rsv/
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta1079
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta1080
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta1081
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/qs100
https://evidence.nihr.ac.uk/collection/cardiovascular-disease-new-ways-to-detect-risk-and-improve-outcomes/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/understanding-generic-and-biosimilar-market-entry/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/compatibility-of-nebuliser-solution-combinations/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/mutual-aid-understanding-best-practice-principles/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Ranibizumab-biosimilar-Patient-Information-Sheet_final_July-2024-v3.pdf
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/safe-use-of-medicines-in-palliative-and-end-of-life-care/
https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/insight-and-analysis/long-reads/shifting-prevention-integrated-care-systems-tackle-cardiovascular-disease
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/respiratory-syncytial-virus-rsv-vaccination-for-older-adults
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vaccines-and-porcine-gelatine
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/respiratory-syncytial-virus-rsv-programme-information-for-healthcare-professionals
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/expansion-of-shingrix-vaccine-eligibility-to-all-those-who-are-severely-immunosuppressed-and-aged-18-years-and-over-letter/shingles-vaccination-programme-expansion-of-shingrix-vaccine-eligibility-to-all-those-who-are-severely-immunosuppressed-and-aged-18-years-and-over
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/shingles-vaccine-shingrix-patient-group-direction-pgd-template
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240111608
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240104907
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MEDICATION SAFETY 

electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- Revised SPCs 
-- Olmetec (Olmesartan) - intestinal angioedema reported in patients treated with angiotensin II 
receptor antagonists (including olmesartan). If patients present with abdominal pain, nausea, vomiting 
and diarrhoea, treatment should be discontinued until complete resolution of symptoms 
-- Pedea (ibuprofen) - DRESS syndrome reported in relation to ibuprofen products. Ibuprofen should 
be discontinued, at first appearance of signs/symptoms of severe skin reactions (skin rash, mucosal 
lesions, any other sign of hypersensitivity). Massive overdose reported to induce metabolic acidosis 
-- Qtern (dapagliflozin, saxagliptin) use may be associated with increased haematocrit. Patients with 
pronounced elevations should be monitored and investigated for underlying haematological disease 
-- Rybrevant (amivantamab) - recommended glucocorticoid premedication section now states 8mg 
oral dexamethasone should be given 60 mins before 1st dose, in addition to 20mg IV dexamethasone 
(60-120 mins before 1st dose). For the 2nd dose 10mg IV dexamethasone should be used 45-60 
mins before amivantamab 
-- Spevigo (spesolimab) - immediate hypersensitivity reactions, including anaphylactic reactions 
reported in patients treated with spesolimab. Hypersensitivity added as ADR with unknown frequency 
-- Tafinlar (dabrafenib) - cases of biocular panuveitis or biocular iridocyclitis suggestive of Vogt-
Koyanagi-Harada-like syndrome reported in patients treated with dabrafenib in combination with 
trametinib. Information on Guillain-Barré syndrome also been added 
-- Truqap (capivasertib) - information and cautions about hyperglycaemia, including the need for blood 
glucose and HbA1c monitoring in patients treated with Truqap. Diabetic ketoacidosis added as an 
adverse effect, frequency ‘uncommon’ 
-- Yargesa (miglustat) - cases of Crohn’s disease (CD) reported in Niemann-Pick type C disease 
patients treated with miglustat. For patients taking miglustat with chronic diarrhoea and/or abdominal 
pain unresponsive to interventions or if clinical worsening, CD should be considered 
- Risk minimisation materials 
-- Uvadex (methoxsalen) – contraindication of ‘co-existing melanoma, basal cell or squamous cell skin 
carcinoma’ changed to warning, which states no evidence of an increased risk of these skin cancers 
with extracorporeal use of Uvadex, but these patients should be monitored for any changes in skin 
cancer 
 
European Medicines Agency (EMA) 
- Clozapine: Revised recommendations for routine blood count monitoring - link 
- European PRAC concludes review of risk of encephalitis with varicella vaccines (Varilrix and 
Varivax) - link 
- Ixchiq (live attenuated chikungunya vaccine): EMA lifts the temporary restriction on vaccinating 
people 65 years and older - link 
- PRAC assessing new data on potential risk of neurodevelopmental disorders in children born to men 
treated with valproate - link 
 
Faculty of Sexual and Reproductive Healthcare UK 
- FSRH CEU Statement: Response to new study by Roland et al (2025). ‘Oral contraceptives with 
progestogens desogestrel or levonorgestrel and risk of intracranial meningioma: national case-control 
study - link 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) UK 
- Three important tips to the public from the MHRA to reduce risk of heatwave affecting their 
medicines - link 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- System Safety Update – Time Critical medicines - link 
- Prescribing and switching between modified-release methylphenidate - link 
- The risks and principles of prescribing in pregnancy – link 
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https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/meeting-highlights-pharmacovigilance-risk-assessment-committee-prac-7-10-july-2025
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/meeting-highlights-pharmacovigilance-risk-assessment-committee-prac-7-10-july-2025
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ixchiq-temporary-restriction-vaccinating-people-65-years-older-be-lifted
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/meeting-highlights-pharmacovigilance-risk-assessment-committee-prac-7-10-july-2025
https://fsrh.org/Common/Uploaded%20files/documents/Use-of-desogestrel-and-risk-of-intracranial-meningioma.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/dont-let-the-heatwave-affect-your-medicines-three-important-tips-from-the-mhra
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/June-23-Systen-Safety-Update-Time-Critical-1.pdf
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/prescribing-and-switching-between-modified-release-methylphenidate/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/the-risks-and-principles-of-prescribing-in-pregnancy/
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- Using antipsychotics during breastfeeding - link 
- Avoiding animal contents within medicines - link 
- Key principles on avoiding ingredients in medicines - link 
 
TGA 
- Product Information safety updates - July 2025 
- Information about major medicine shortages – link 
- Medicine shortages data-sharing framework - link 
- Ozempic (semaglutide) supply information - link 
- About the shortage of methylphenidate hydrochloride products - link 
- Update on methylphenidate products shortage: dates for variable supply extended - link 
- About the shortage of transdermal HRT patches - link 
- About the Trulicity (dulaglutide) shortage - link 
- Counterfeit Botox vials detected - link 
- Listed medicines at risk of containing safrole - link 
 
UK Health Security Agency 
- Doxycycline: serious or severe adverse effects - link 
 

PAPERS OF INTEREST 

American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy (AJHP)  
- Not all species are the same: Treatment of Actinomyces europaeus and Clostridium innocuum 
necrotizing fasciitis: Case report and literature review - link 
- Ceftriaxone dosing in thrice-weekly hemodialysis - link 
- Development of a standard process to identify, implement, and validate pharmacist-impacted clinical 
outcome measures in the acute care setting — part I – part II  
- Practice-enhancing publications about the medication-use process in 2024 – link 
- Cefiderocol-containing regimens versus best available therapy for carbapenem-resistant 
Acinetobacter infections – link 
- Factors associated with all-cause 60-day readmission in patients with end-stage renal disease on 
hemodialysis discharged on outpatient parenteral antimicrobial therapy – link 
- Assessment of cost-related medication nonadherence during routine hospital-based care: 
Association with racial disparities and hospital utilization - link 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
- Aluminum-Adsorbed Vaccines and Chronic Diseases in Childhood: A Nationwide Cohort Study - link 
- Glucagon-Like Peptide-1 Receptor Agonists and Risk for Gastroesophageal Reflux Disease in 
Patients with Type 2 Diabetes: A Population-Based Cohort Study - link 
- Vaporized Nicotine Products for Smoking Cessation Among People Experiencing Social 
Disadvantage: A Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
-- Glucagon-Like Peptide-1 Receptor Agonists and Incidence of Dementia Among Older Adults with 
Type 2 Diabetes: A Target Trial Emulation - link 
- Letter: Antibiotic, Glucocorticoid, and Opioid Prescribing in Urgent Cares: An Opportunity for 
Reducing Medication Overuse - link 
 
Archives of Disease in Childhood 
- Use of intravenous magnesium sulfate in addition to standard first-line treatment with 
inhaled/nebulised short-acting beta 2 agonist and systemic steroids in the management of acute 
asthma exacerbations in children: a systematic review and meta-analyses of randomised controlled 
trials - link 
 
Arthritis & Rheumatology 
- Global Burden of Osteoarthritis Attributable to High Body Mass Index, 1990 to 2021: Insights From 
the Global Burden of Disease Study 2021 - link 
- B cells and systemic sclerosis interstitial lung disease - link 
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https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/avoiding-animal-contents-within-medicines/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/key-principles-on-avoiding-ingredients-in-medicines/
https://www.tga.gov.au/news/safety-updates/product-information-safety-updates-july-2025
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages/information-about-major-medicine-shortages
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages/medicine-shortages-data-sharing-framework
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages/information-about-major-medicine-shortages/ozempic-semaglutide-supply-information
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages/information-about-major-medicine-shortages/about-shortage-methylphenidate-hydrochloride-products
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages/medicine-shortage-alerts/update-methylphenidate-products-shortage-dates-variable-supply-extended
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages/information-about-major-medicine-shortages/about-shortage-transdermal-hrt-patches
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages/information-about-major-medicine-shortages/about-trulicity-dulaglutide-shortage
https://www.tga.gov.au/news/safety-alerts/counterfeit-botox-vials-detected
https://www.tga.gov.au/products/medicines/non-prescription-medicines/listed-medicines/compliance-and-education-listed-medicines/listed-medicines-risk-containing-safrole
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/doxycycline-serious-or-severe-adverse-effects
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxaf190/8211198?login=false
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxaf184/8210618?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxaf186/8209764
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxaf185/8209763?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxaf179/8209998
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxaf189/8209506
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxaf188/8209759
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxaf191/8209507?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/ANNALS-25-00997
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/ANNALS-24-03420
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/ANNALS-24-03531
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/ANNALS-24-02648
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/ANNALS-24-04111
https://adc.bmj.com/content/early/2025/06/25/archdischild-2024-327486.long
https://acrjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/art.43241
https://acrjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/art.43326
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- Association of Abatacept with Lower Mortality Risk Compared to Rituximab in Rheumatoid Arthritis-
Associated Interstitial Lung Disease: An Emulated Target Trial - link 
 
British Journal of Clinical Pharmacology 
- Statins as a risk factor for anaemia: Evidence from genetic and epidemiological data - link 
- Paediatric rare diseases: Can large language models assist off-label prescribing? - link 
- Characterizing local and systemic exposure to clobetasol propionate in healthy subjects and patients 
with atopic dermatitis - link 
- Potential for use of Al/machine learning for pharmacovigilance: Is there a role for regulators? - link 
- Therapeutic reasoning in case reports: Insights into current reporting and learning opportunities - link 
- Trends in drug–drug interaction prevalence and longitudinal associations with health outcomes in 
the older community-dwelling population: Findings from The Irish LongituDinal study on Ageing - link 
 
British Medical Journal (BMJ) 
- Cognitive and mental health outcomes in long covid - link 
- Asthma: diagnosis, monitoring, and chronic asthma management: summary of guidance from 
BTS/NICE/SIGN – link 
- Opinion: We are falling short of the critical immunisation threshold to protect against measles - link 
 
BMJ Open Quality 
- Interventions to improve patient safety during the COVID-19 pandemic: a systematic review - link 
 
BMJ Quality and Safety 
- Editorial: More alerts, less harm? Rethinking medication safety with AI - link 
 
Circulation  
- COOPERATIVE-PFA: A Three-Arm Randomized Controlled Trial - link 
 
Cochrane  
- Palivizumab for preventing severe respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) infection in children - link 
- Continuous positive airway pressure versus methylxanthine for apnoea in preterm infants - link 
- Midazolam for sedation of infants in the neonatal intensive care unit - link 
- Gut microbiome‐based interventions for the management of obesity in children and adolescents 

aged up to 19 years - link 
 
CMAJ-CPJ 
- Hypertension Canada guidelines - link 
 
Drug and Therapeutics Bulletin 
- DTB select: What dose of aspirin for preventing pre-eclampsia? - link 
- DTB select: Smoking cessation products and major congenital malformations - link 
- AI and DTB: the computer says no - link 
 
European Heart Journal  
- Sex differences in dual antiplatelet therapy de-escalation strategies after percutaneous coronary 
intervention: a network meta-analysis - link 
- Artificial intelligence in cardiovascular pharmacotherapy: applications and perspectives - link 
- Circadian rhythms in cardiovascular disease - link 
 
European Journal of Hospital Pharmacy  
- How to manage the overwhelming amount of database-detected interactions? A focus group 
meeting study on the management of database-detected risks of drug interactions - link 
- Therapeutic options carried out after hypersensitivity reactions to chemotherapy: the value of skin 
tests - link 
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https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70143
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70168
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70102
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70173
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70176
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70175
https://www.bmj.com/content/390/bmj-2024-081349
https://www.bmj.com/content/390/bmj.r1162
https://www.bmj.com/content/390/bmj.r1536
https://bmjopenquality.bmj.com/content/14/2/e003076
https://qualitysafety.bmj.com/content/early/2025/07/06/bmjqs-2025-018661
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/full/10.1161/CIRCULATIONAHA.125.074427
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD013757.pub3/full
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD001072.pub2/full
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD002052.pub4/full
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD015875/full
https://read.nxtbook.com/sage/cph/july_august_2025/practice_guidelines_peer_reviewed_hypertension_canada_guideline_for_the_diagnosis_and_treatment_of_hypertension_in_adults_in_primary_care.html
https://dtb.bmj.com/content/early/2025/07/14/dtb.2025.000029
https://dtb.bmj.com/content/early/2025/07/22/dtb.2025.000033
https://dtb.bmj.com/content/early/2025/07/14/dtb.2025.000030
https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/eurheartj/ehaf473/8196590?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/advance-article/doi/10.1093/eurheartj/ehaf474/8202687
https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/advance-article/doi/10.1093/eurheartj/ehaf367/8202919#526143974
https://ejhp.bmj.com/content/early/2025/07/08/ejhpharm-2025-004478
https://ejhp.bmj.com/content/early/2025/07/14/ejhpharm-2024-004387
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- Integrating artificial intelligence into the hospital supply chain to ensure the availability of 
medications - link 
- Impact of using different renal function estimation equations on vancomycin dosing - link 
- Risk factors for unintentional medication discrepancies identified through pharmacy staff-led 
medication reconciliation to prioritise patients in the emergency department: a rapid review - link 
 
Future Healthcare Journal 
- Commentary: Why is it so hard to reduce harm from medicines? - link 
 
Gastroenterology 
- Eradication Therapy to Prevent Gastric Cancer in Helicobacterpylori–Positive Individuals: 
Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis of Randomized Controlled Trials and Observational Studies - 
link 
 
Internal Medicine Journal 
- Antimicrobial stewardship in regional hospitals: a human factors evaluation of barriers and 
facilitators and the role of technology - link 
 
International Journal of Clinical Pharmacy 
- Behavioural theories, models and frameworks to underpin clinical pharmacy and pharmacy practice 
research: guidance from the European Society of Clinical Pharmacy - link 
- Comparative effectiveness of the Beers Criteria (2023) versus the STOPP (v3) in detecting 
potentially inappropriate medications in older adults with heart failure: a retrospective cross-sectional 
study - link 
- Patients’ perspectives on medication adherence feedback interventions for managing long-term 
medications: a systematic review of qualitative evidence - link 
- Establishment and validation of a predictive nomogram for voriconazole-associated liver injury in 
lung transplant patients - link 
- Sedative co-medication patterns across frailty states in people with HIV: a network-based study - link 
- Effect of discrepancy in estimated renal function on vancomycin area under the blood 
concentration–time curve: a retrospective cohort study comparing serum creatinine and serum 
cystatin C - link 
 
International Journal for Quality in Health Care 
- Factors that Influence the Implementation of Quality Improvement Programs - link 
- Continuous glucose monitoring in type 2 diabetes: a systematic review of barriers and opportunities 
for care improvement - link 

 
JAMA 
- Regulatory and Clinical Outcomes of Nononcology Accelerated Approvals - link 
- Patient page: I Am Taking a GLP-1 Weight-Loss Medication—What Should I Know? - link ; What Is 
Antimicrobial Resistance? - link 
- Lower Urinary Tract Symptoms in Men: A Review - link 
- Initial Antibiotic Selection Strategy and Subsequent Antibiotic Use—Insights From the INSPIRE 
Trials - link 
- Delaying Progression of Chronic Kidney Disease - link 
- Early-Onset Gastrointestinal Cancers: A Review - link 
- Tipping Point Analysis: Assessing the Potential Impact of Missing Data - link 
- Ovarian Cancer: A Review - link 
 
JAMA Internal Medicine 
- Clinical Decision Support System for Primary Care of Opioid Use Disorder: A Randomized Clinical 
Trial - link 
- Metformin and Time to Sustained Recovery in Adults With COVID-19: The ACTIV-6 Randomized 
Clinical Trial - link 
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- Integrating Diet and Physical Activity When Prescribing GLP-1s—Lifestyle Factors Remain Crucial - 
link 
- Safety of Vancomycin Use Through Midline Catheters for Outpatient Parenteral Antimicrobial 
Therapy - link 
 
JAMA Network Open 
- Risk of Neurodevelopmental Disorders and Paternal Use of Valproate During Spermatogenesis - link 
- Morning vs Bedtime Dosing and Nocturnal Blood Pressure Reduction in Patients With Hypertension: 
The OMAN Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
 
JAMA Psychiatry 
- Incidence and Nature of Antidepressant Discontinuation Symptoms A Systematic Review and Meta-
Analysis - link 
- Increased Prescribing of Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder Medication and Real-World 
Outcomes Over Time - link 
 
Journal of the American College of Cardiology 
- 2025 ACC Scientific Statement on the Management of Obesity in Adults with Heart Failure: A Report 
of the American College of Cardiology - link 
 
Journal of Pharmacy Practice and Research (JPPR) 
- Effectiveness and safety of subantimicrobial dose doxycycline compared to standard dose 
doxycycline in the treatment of patients with acne: systematic review and meta‐analysis - link 

- Vanquish the vancomycin trough: a real-world experience of pharmacist-driven Bayesian software-
guided dosing using area under the curve (AUC) targets – link 
- Evaluating the impact of the pre-admission clinic pharmacist on perioperative medication 
management in elective surgery patients - link 
- The effectiveness of mobile application interventions in improving medication adherence among 
patients with type 2 diabetes mellitus: a systematic review - link 
- The impact of referral wait times on high-risk medication usage in patients with chronic pain: a 
tertiary pain clinic retrospective chart audit - link 
 
Lancet 
- Estimating the effect of maternal viral load on perinatal and postnatal HIV transmission: a systematic 
review and meta-analysis - link 
- Childhood epilepsy - link 
- Bipolar disorder - link 
 
Lancet Diabetes & Endocrinology 
- The unique signature of tyrosine kinase inhibitor-induced hypothyroidism - link 
- Beyond a singular focus on GLP-1: why we need a new nomenclature now - link 
- International Federation for the Surgery of Obesity statement on metabolic bariatric surgery after 
pharmacotherapy-induced weight loss in clinical obesity - link 
 
Lancet Infectious Diseases 
- Invasive group A streptococcal infections: lessons learned from the 2022–23 upsurge - link 
 
Lancet Primary Care 
- Penicillin allergy assessment pathway versus usual clinical care for primary care patients with a 
penicillin allergy record in the UK (ALABAMA): an open-label, multicentre, randomised controlled trial 
- link 
  
Molecular Diversity Preservation International (MDPI) – Pharmacy Journal 
- CalOPT: A Specialty Pharmacy–Dietitian Quality Improvement Initiative for Calcium Optimization in 
Patients with Osteoporosis Risk - link 
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- The Use of RE-AIM to Evaluate a Pharmacist-Led Transitions of Care Service for Multivisit Patients 
at a Regional Hospital - link 
- Lysergic Acid Amide (LSA), an LSD Analog: Systematic Review of Pharmacological Effects, Adverse 
Outcomes, and Therapeutic Potentials - link 
- Medical Cannabis Use and Healthcare Utilization Among Patients with Chronic Pain: A Causal 
Inference Analysis Using TMLE - link 
- The Role of Pharmacists in Identifying and Preventing Drug-Related Problems in PCOS 
Management - link 
 
Medical Journal of Australia  
- Building health system resilience to climate change: lessons from cardiovascular disease - link 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
- Juvenile Idiopathic Arthritis - link 
- Multidose Ondansetron after Emergency Visits in Children with Gastroenteritis - link 
- The Spectrum of Fragile X Disorders - link 
 
Pediatrics (American Academy of Pediatrics) 
- Trends in Concurrent Opioid and Stimulant Dispensing to US Children and Adolescents: 2015–2024 
- Effectiveness of Nirsevimab Against RSV and RSV-Related Events in Infants - link 
- Increasing Access to Antiretroviral Therapy for the Prevention and Treatment of HIV in Infants, 
Children, and Youth in the United States: Policy Statement - free 
- Disparities in Nirsevimab Uptake Across a Pediatric Primary Care Network - free 
- Cae report: Etilefrine: A Novel Treatment for Refractory, Life-Threatening Chylothorax in the 
Newborn - link 
- Nicotine Ingestions Among Young Children: 2010–2023 - free 
- Comparing the 2024 and 2017 Kawasaki Disease Statements From the American Heart Association 
- link 
- Reducing NICU Discharge Care–Related Failures by Improving Discharge Safety - link 
- Perinatal Substance Use and Factors Associated With Maternal and Neonatal Morbidity and 
Mortality - link 
 
Pharmacotherapy 
- Pharmacokinetics of Sulbactam/Durlobactam in a Patient With Acute Renal Failure, Severe Obesity, 
and Carbapenem-Resistant Acinetobacter baumannii Bacteremia: A Case Report - link 
- Association of Pneumonia, Fracture, Metabolic, and Renal Events With Long-Term Proton Pump 
Inhibitor Use in Patients With Chronic Kidney Disease - link 
- Adverse events with co-prescription of angiotensin receptor blockers and clarithromycin compared to 
azithromycin: A population-based retrospective cohort study - link 
- Comment on “Prevalence of potentially inappropriately prescribed medications among older adults 
receiving peritoneal dialysis” - link 
 

CONSULTATIONS  

Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- NSQHS Standards (third edition) - Public Consultation 1 - closing 30 September 2025 – link 

 
TGA  
- Have your say on the interim decision to amend the Poisons Standard in relation to Vitamin B6 – 
closes 27 July 2025 - link 
- Consultation: Proposed amendments to the Poisons Standard in relation to homosalate, 
oxybenzone and benzophenone – Joint ACMS-ACCS meeting – September 2025 - closing 12 August 
2025 - link 
 

WEBINARS & PODCASTS 

Australian Prescriber Podcasts 
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https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article-abstract/doi/10.1542/peds.2024-066305/202540/Reducing-NICU-Discharge-Care-Related-Failures-by?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article-abstract/doi/10.1542/peds.2024-070352/202543/Perinatal-Substance-Use-and-Factors-Associated?redirectedFrom=fulltext
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https://accpjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/phar.70043
https://accpjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/phar.70032
https://accpjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/phar.70039
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/newsroom/consultations/nsqhs-standards-third-edition-public-consultation-1
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/publication/scheduling-decisions-interim/notice-interim-decision-proposed-amendments-poisons-standard-relation-pyridoxine-pyridoxal-or-pyridoxamine-vitamin-b6-acms-46-november-2024
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- Episode 193 - Therapeutic Guidelines Antibiotic Part 2 
 
MJA Podcasts 
- Episode 14: Clinicians’ discretion to contact patients’ at-risk relatives about their genetic risk 
 
Purple Pen Podcast 
- PPP 176 - Opiate Emergencies 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

ACSQHC 
- Webinar: Clinical Care Standards on the frontline: Five Stories of Excellence - Tuesday, 19 August 
2025, 12:00–13:00 AEST - register 
 
AdPha 
- Medicines Management 2025, 27-29 November 2025, Melbourne – register 
 
Australian Government Department of Health 
- Electronic National Residential Medication Charts (eNRMC) and My Health Record (MHR) – 
Webinar on updates for Residential Aged Care Homes - 12 August, 14:00-15:00 (AEST) - register 

 
NHMRC Medicines Intelligence Centre of Research Excellence (MI-CRE)  
- Fifth Annual Research Symposium: Better together: advancing medicines intelligence through 
partnerships, 29-30 October 2025, UNSW Sydney - abstracts emailed to mi-cre@unsw.edu.au by 
Friday 8 August 2025 
 

Fortnightly TAG Mail – resources list    10th July 

NSW TAG ACTIVITIES 

NSW TAG meetings 
NSW TAG General Member Meeting:  24th July 2025 3.30-5pm 

 
CATAG Publications 

- Collaborating with Consumers (CwC) Project: Guide to understanding novel and emerging 
medicines: consumer counselling tool - link  
- Medicines Advice Initiative Australia (MAIA) Project: Antidepressant withdrawal: understanding and 
supporting people across the continuum of care. Launch of  Practice Tool - link 
-Tools to support the implementation of the CATAG MAIA toolkits (cumulative medicines risk 
assessment, prevention of persistent pain, medicines and the kidney, perioperative management with 
SGLT2i and GLP-1RAs, HFrEF optimisation and antidepressant withdrawal) produced over the last 2 
years under a QUDTP grant:  
--guidance for system-level application—supporting clinical governance committees, Medicines and 
Therapeutics Committees (MTCs), medicines safety committees, and department heads. 
--assistance for integration into health professional development programs of individual clinicians. 
 
Contact Sasha Bennett at sasha.bennett@svha.org.au for further information about any email 
discussions, publications or upcoming meetings.  

EDITOR’S PICKS 

AJHP: Large language models’ ability to identify clinically relevant drug-drug interactions and 
generate high-quality clinical pharmacotherapy recommendations - link 
AJHP: Once-weekly basal insulin therapy in type 1 diabetes - link 
AIM: Differences Between Trial Populations and Approved Label Populations of New Drugs in the 
United States and Europe (2012 to 2023) - link 
BJCP: Synergistic effect of anticholinergic burden and depression on fall risk in older persons - link 
BJCP: The problem of propranolol poisoning - link 
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BJCP: Decisions on treatment efficiency guided by clinical judgement and pharmacoeconomics - link 
BJCP: Potential for clinical pharmacists to support older people with dementia in the community - link 
BJCP: Multidrug-resistant Gram-negative infections with growing antimicrobial resistance - link 
BJGP: Patients’ experiences of a patient-centred polypharmacy medication review intervention- link 
BJGP: Long-term nitrofurantoin use: risks and alternatives in general practice - link 
BJGP: Medicines and society: systemic change needed to address overprescribing - link 
BJP: Long-term mortality risk associated with clozapine use among patients with schizophrenia - link 
BMJ: Doctors refuse to follow “ludicrous and unsafe” hospital prescribing practices - link 
BMJ: Sixty seconds on . . . melatonin gummies - link 
BMJ QS: Editorial: More alerts, less harm? Rethinking medication safety with AI - link 
Cochrane: Rituximab for myasthenia gravis - link 
DTB Select: Impact of clinical pharmacists in primary care - link 
EMA: Balancing Act: Digoxin Antidote Supply and Demand in New South Wales, Australia - link 
EHJ: Critical medications in cardiology: strategic policy of the European Medicines Agency - link 
EJHP: How to manage the overwhelming amount of database-detected interactions? - link 
IJCP: Effects of SGLT2is on serum urate levels and gout in patients with/without type 2 diabetes- link 
IJCP: Integrative genetic analysis of shared genetic architecture of stroke and CAD: implications for 
precision medicine - link 
JPPR: Impact of pharmacy-led ward-based education on pharmaceutical waste over 7 years- link 
Lancet: Patient monitoring, diagnostics, and treatment for transplant precision medicine - link 
Lancet DE: Incretins and the cardiovascular system: bridging digestion with metabolism - link 
Lancet Psych: Absolute neutrophil count and ADR monitoring during clozapine treatment - link 
MDPI: Visual Thinking to Explore “Relational Pharmacology” link 
P’therapy: Comparative safety and efficacy of bisphosphonates, denosumab, and parathyroid 
hormone analogs for osteoporosis following lung transplantation - link 

OTHER NEWS 

NSW Health 
- Measles alert for Sydney [30 June 2025] 
- Community urged not to touch bats after rare case of Australian bat lyssavirus [2 July 2025] 
- ADHD reforms to make care cheaper, faster and easier to access from September - link 
 
TGA 
- Update to monograph requirements for listed probiotic medicines - link 
- Serious Scarcity Substitution Instruments (SSSIs) - link 
- Unapproved products for multiple patients (Authorised Prescriber) - link 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – AUSTRALIA 

Agency for Clinical Innovation, NSW (ACI) 
- The latest weekly Evidence Digest can be found here 
- Patient resource: A guide to understand your burn journey - link 
 
Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- Preventing falls and harm from falls best practice in older people: Best Practice Guidelines (Falls 
Guidelines 2025) – updated ; Preventing falls in hospitals - Fact sheet 
- Australian Atlas of Healthcare Variation Focus Report: Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease 
(COPD) - link ; Highlights Report: COPD - link 
 
Australian Government Department of Health 
- National Health (Pharmaceutical Benefits) Electronic National Residential Medication Charts 
Approval Instrument 2025 - link 
- Digital Transformation Sector Partners meeting summary – 26 June 2025 
- Australian Respiratory Surveillance Report – 19 May to 1 June 2025 – link 
- National Notifiable Diseases Surveillance System (NNDSS) fortnightly reports – 26 May 2025 to 8 
June 2025 - link 
 

mailto:nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70157
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70160
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/bcp.70155
https://bjgp.org/content/early/2025/06/23/BJGP.2025.0052
https://bjgp.org/content/75/756/334
https://bjgp.org/content/75/756/325
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/the-british-journal-of-psychiatry/article/abs/populationbased-study-of-longterm-mortality-risk-associated-with-clozapine-use-among-patients-with-schizophrenia/85A3DE2EDEB729531824D05A381C3556
https://www.bmj.com/content/389/bmj.r1315
https://www.bmj.com/content/390/bmj.r1384
https://qualitysafety.bmj.com/content/early/2025/07/06/bmjqs-2025-018661
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD014574.pub2/full
https://dtb.bmj.com/content/early/2025/07/02/dtb.2025.000028
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1742-6723.70082
https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/article/46/26/2491/8103539
https://ejhp.bmj.com/content/early/2025/07/08/ejhpharm-2025-004478
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-01950-y
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-01952-w
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jppr.70023
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(25)00195-3/abstract
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landia/article/PIIS2213-8587(25)00166-4/abstract
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpsy/article/PIIS2215-0366(25)00098-7/abstract
https://www.mdpi.com/2226-4787/13/4/91
https://accpjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/phar.70040
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/news/Pages/20250630_02.aspx
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/news/Pages/20250702_01.aspx
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/news/Pages/20250703_00.aspx
https://www.tga.gov.au/news/news/update-monograph-requirements-listed-probiotic-medicines
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages/accessing-medicines-during-shortage/serious-scarcity-substitution-instruments-sssis
https://www.tga.gov.au/services/unapproved-products-multiple-patients-authorised-prescriber
https://aci.health.nsw.gov.au/statewide-programs/critical-intelligence-unit/past-digests
https://aci.health.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0013/1008022/ACI-Understand-your-burn-journey.pdf
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/our-work/falls-prevention
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/publications-and-resources/resource-library/preventing-falls-hospitals-fact-sheet
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/our-work/healthcare-variation/atlas-focus-report-chronic-obstructive-pulmonary-disease
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/publications-and-resources/resource-library/highlights-report-copd
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/national-health-pharmaceutical-benefits-electronic-national-residential-medication-charts-approval-instrument-2025?language=en
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/digital-transformation-sector-partners-meeting-summary-26-june-2025?language=en
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/australian-respiratory-surveillance-report-19-may-to-1-june-2025?language=en
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Australian Institute for Health and Welfare (AIHW)  
- Alcohol and other drug treatment services in Australia annual report – update 
- Alcohol, tobacco and other drugs in Australia – update 
- Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme prescriptions: monthly data update 
 
MIMS monthly updates 
- New Products 
-- Canakinumab (rmc) (Ilaris) for the following autoinflammatory periodic fever syndromes in adults, 
adolescents and children aged 2 years and older: cryopyrin-associated periodic syndromes including 
familial cold autoinflammatory syndrome/ familial cold urticaria, Muckle-Wells syndrome, neonatal-
onset multisystem inflammatory disease/ chronic infantile neurological, cutaneous, articular 
syndrome; tumour necrosis factor receptor associated periodic syndrome; hyperimmunoglobulin D 
syndrome/ mevalonate kinase deficiency; and familial mediterranean fever in combination with 
colchicine, if appropriate. Ilaris is also indicated for the treatment of active systemic juvenile idiopathic 
arthritis in patients aged 2 years or older. Ilaris for injection contains canakinumab 150 mg/mL 
 -- Crisantaspase (recombinant asparaginase Erwinia chrysanthemi) (Enrylaze) as a component of a 
multi-agent chemotherapeutic regimen, for acute lymphoblastic leukemia and lymphoblastic 
lymphoma in adults and paediatric patients (1 month and older), who have developed hypersensitivity 
or silent inactivation to E. coli-derived asparaginase. Enrylaze is contraindicated in patients with 
severe pancreatitis and history of severe pancreatitis, thrombosis and haemorrhagic events during 
previous asparaginase therapy. Enrylaze for injection contains crisantaspase 10 mg/ 0.5mL. 
 -- Donanemab (cho) (Kisunla) for mild cognitive impairment due to Alzheimer’s disease and mild 
Alzheimer’s dementia (early symptomatic Alzheimer’s disease) that are apolipoprotein E ε4 
heterozygotes or non-carriers. Kisunla is contraindicated in patients with baseline MRI findings of prior 
intracerebral haemorrhage greater than 1 cm, more than 2 microhaemorrhages, superficial siderosis 
or vasogenic oedema, which are suggestive of cerebral amyloid angiopathy; in patients with severe 
white matter disease; and in patients with any finding that could prevent a satisfactory MRI evaluation 
for safety monitoring. Kisunla concentrate for infusion contains donanemab 350 mg/ 20mL. 
 -- Leniolisib (phosphate) (Joenja) for APDS in adults and adolescents 12 years of age and older. 
Joenja tablets contain leniolisib 70 mg and are available in packs of 60. 
- New Indications 
-- Belzutifan (Welireg) for adults with advanced renal cell carcinoma following a programmed cell 
death 1/ligand 1 and a vascular endothelial growth factor-targeted therapy 
 -- Elexacaftor + tezacaftor + ivacaftor and ivacaftor (Trikafta) for those who meet the diagnostic 
criteria of cystic fibrosis in patients aged 2 years and older who have at least one mutation in the 
cystic fibrosis transmembrane conductance regulator gene that is responsive based on clinical or in 
vitro evidence 
 -- Incobotulinumtoxin A (Xeomin) for unilateral spasticity of the lower limb affecting the ankle joint 
 -- Ipilimumab (rch) (Yervoy) and Nivolumab (rch) (Opdivo) in combination for adults with unresectable 
or metastatic colorectal cancer that is microsatellite instability high or mismatch repair deficient as 
determined by a validated test 
 -- Tirzepatide (Mounjaro) for moderate to severe obstructive sleep apnoea in adults with obesity 
 -- Tislelizumab (Tevimbra) in combination with gemcitabine and cisplatin for the first-line treatment of 
adult patients with recurrent or metastatic nasopharyngeal carcinoma 
 -- Venetoclax (Venclexta) in combination with obinutuzumab for patients with chronic lymphocytic 
leukaemia or small lymphocytic lymphoma, regardless of suitability for chemo-immunotherapy 
 
PBS 
- Error in the current PBS listings for abemaciclib for early breast cancer - 1 July 2025 
 
TGA 
- Database of Adverse Event Notifications (DAEN) ; Tips for searching the DAEN - medicines 
- Notified vape list: goods for smoking cessation or nicotine dependence - link 
- COVID-19 rapid antigen self-tests that are approved in Australia - link 
- Australian Regulatory Guidelines for Biologicals (ARGB) - link 
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- Database of section 19A approvals to import and supply medicines to address medicine shortages 
- AusPARs:  
-- Daxxify (daxibotulinumtoxinA) for use in adult patients for the temporary improvement in the 
appearance of moderate to severe glabellar lines associated with corrugator and/or procerus muscle 
activity and for the treatment of cervical dystonia 
-- Opsynvi (macitentan/tadalafil) for maintenance treatment of pulmonary arterial hypertension in adult 
patients 
- Registration of new extension of indications 
-- tislelizumab (Tevimbra) in combination with gemcitabine and cisplatin is indicated for the first-line 
treatment of adult patients with recurrent or metastatic nasopharyngeal carcinoma (NPC) 
 
Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine  
- Clinical Communiqué Volume 12 Issue 1 Winter 2025 includes 
-- Necrotising fasciitis, the rare bacterial infection that causes significant morbidity and mortality 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – INTERNATIONAL  

BBC Health News 
- First malaria treatment for babies approved for use - link 
 
British National Formulary 
- Adrenaline auto-injectors for acute anaphylaxis: following a review of dosing of 
adrenaline/epinephrine auto-injector devices for acute anaphylaxis, the body-weight ranges for Jext® 
have been aligned with those of EpiPen® so that all children weighing ≥25kg may be given a dose of 
300 micrograms - link 
  
Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologies in Health 
- Cost-Effectiveness of Antiviral Drugs to Prevent or Treat Influenza A, Influenza B, or Zoonotic 
Influenza - link 
- Appropriate Use of Antipsychotics in Long-Term Care - link 
 
Cancer Research UK 
- Results of CaPP3 trial show low-dose aspirin may reduce risk of bowel cancer in people with Lynch 
syndrome - link 
 
Department of Health and Social Care UK 
- 10 Year Health Plan for England: fit for the future - link 
- Review of patient safety across the health and care landscape - link 
 
electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- New products 
-- Eydenzelt (aflibercept) 40 mg/l solution for injection in pre-filled syringe. This biosimilar, also 
available as a vial, is licensed for the treatment of neovascular (wet) age-related macular 
degeneration, and visual impairment due to macular oedema secondary to retinal vein occlusion, 
diabetic macular oedema and myopic choroidal neovascularisation 
-- Metyrapone Esteve 250 mg Soft Capsules - diagnostic aid for ACTH insufficiency & in differential 
diagnosis of ACTH-dependent Cushing's syndrome (CS), management of patients with endogenous 
CS, and treatment of resistant oedema due to increased aldosterone secretion in patients with 
cirrhosis, nephrosis & CCF 
-- Nalvee (dydrogesterone) 10 mg film-coated tablets for dysmenorrhoea, endometriosis, irregular 
menstrual cycles, pre-menstrual syndrome, as a supplement to oestrogen in HRT in the menopause 
in non-hysterectomised women, & treatment of dysfunctional bleeding or secondary amenorrhoea 
-- Nootropil (piracetam) 33% (333.3mg/mL) Oral Solution - new formulation of piracetam for 
myoclonus of cortical origin, irrespective of aetiology, in adults to be used in combination with other 
anti-myoclonic therapies. The starting dose is 7.2g, titrated to a max of 24g daily in 2-3 divided doses 
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-- Skyclarys (omaveloxolone) 50 mg hard capsules licensed for the treatment of Friedreich's ataxia in 
adults & adolescents aged 16 years & older. It binds to a protein that regulates the activity of Nuclear 
factor (erythroid-derived 2)-like 2, a pathway involved in the cellular response to oxidative stress 
- New indications 
-- Rinvoq (upadacitinib hemihydrate) 15 mg prolonged-release tablets now to include use for the 
treatment of giant cell arteritis in adult patients 
-- Sandrena (estradiol hemihydrate) gel for the prevention of osteoporosis in postmenopausal women 
at high risk of fractures where other medicinal products are not tolerated or contra-indicated. It notes 
the minimum effective dose is 1.5 g of gel once daily for most patients 
-- Slenyto (melatonin) – license extension to include treatment of insomnia in children and 
adolescents aged 6-17 with ADHD, where sleep hygiene measures have been insufficient 
-- Tepkinly (epcoritamab) - licence extension for the treatment of adults with relapsed or refractory 
follicular lymphoma after two or more lines of systemic therapy 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- Antibacterial Therapies for Patients With an Unmet Medical Need for the Treatment of Serious 
Bacterial Diseases – Questions and Answers - link 
- New Drug approvals 
-- Gamifant (emapalumab) for macrophage activation syndrome (MAS) in Still disease in adult and 
paediatric patients 
-- linvoseltamab-gcpt (Lynozyfic) for relapsed or refractory multiple myeloma after at least four prior 
lines of therapy, including a proteasome inhibitor, an immunomodulatory agent, and an anti CD38 
monoclonal antibody - letter 
-- sunvozertinib (Zegfrovy) for metastatic non-small cell lung cancer with EGFR exon 20 insertion 
mutations – label-PI 
-- Sebertralstat (Ekterly) for the treatment of acute attacks of hereditary angioedema (HAE) in adult 
and pediatric patients aged 12 years and older – label-PI - letter 
 
Health Innovation Network, UK 
- Improving access to Structured Medication Reviews in seldom-heard communities - link 
 
Hospice UK 
- Bringing care closer to home: Improving palliative care in remote, rural and island communities - link 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) 
- MHRA approves nogapendekin alfa inbakicept to treat adult patients with non-muscle invasive 
bladder cancer  - link 
- MHRA approves elinzanetant to treat moderate to severe vasomotor symptoms (hot flushes) caused 
by menopause - link 
- AI Airlock, CERSIs and a new global AI network for health regulators - link 
 
Monthly Index of Medical Specialities (MIMS) UK 
- Champix (varenicline) relaunched for smoking cessation - Pfizer has announced that Champix 
(varenicline) is available for GPs and other healthcare professionals to prescribe after steps were 
taken to lower the amount of nitrosamines it contained, to meet regulatory requirements - link 
- Ready-to-use rivaroxaban oral suspension launched in UK - link 
- MIMS childhood immunisation table updated - link 
 
NHS Scotland 
- Accepted for use: 
-- Osimertinib (Tagrisso®) in combination with pemetrexed and platinum-based chemotherapy for the 
first-line treatment of adults with advanced non-small cell lung cancer whose tumours have EGFR 
exon 19 deletions or exon 21 (L858R) substitution mutations 
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-- Pembrolizumab (Keytruda®) in combination with carboplatin and paclitaxel, for the first-line 
treatment of primary advanced or recurrent endometrial carcinoma in adults. It was shown to improve 
progression-free survival in a double-blind, phase III study 
- Accepted for restricted use: 
-- Abaloparatide (Eladynos®) for osteoporosis in postmenopausal women to those with a very high 
risk of fracture, assessed using a validated fracture risk assessment tool 
-- Selpercatinib (Retsevmo®) as monotherapy for adults and adolescents ≥12 years with advanced 
RET fusion-positive thyroid cancer who are radioactive iodine-refractory (if radioactive iodine is 
appropriate) and have not previously received systemic therapy 
- Not recommended: 
-- Amivantamab (Rybrevant®) for use with chemotherapy for the first-line treatment of adults with 
advanced non-small cell lung cancer with activating EGFR Exon20 insertion mutations, as the 
company’s justification of its cost in relation to its benefits was not sufficient 
-- Fezolinetant (Veoza®) for moderate to severe vasomotor symptoms associated with menopause, 
as the submitting company did not present a sufficiently robust economic analysis to gain acceptance 
-- Lecanemab (Leqembi®) for mild cognitive impairment and mild dementia due to Alzheimer’s 
disease in adults that are ApoEɛ4 heterozygotes or non-carriers, as the company did not present a 
robust clinical and economic analysis on resubmission 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) UK  
- Dapagliflozin for treating chronic kidney disease (TA1075) 
- Nemolizumab for treating moderate to severe atopic dermatitis in people 12 years & over (TA1077) 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Research (NIHR) 
- Identifying optimal primary prevention interventions for major cardiovascular disease events and all-
cause mortality: a systematic review and hierarchical network meta-analysis of RCTs - link 
- Melatonin versus midazolam in the premedication of anxious children attending for elective surgery 
under general anaesthesia: the MAGIC non-inferiority RCT - link 
- Aspirin could reduce the risk of heart attack or stroke in people with pneumonia - link 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- Influenza vaccine written instruction templates for adoption – 25/26 update 
- Preparing to use aflibercept 2mg biosimilar - link 
- Occupational health services and medicines mechanisms - link 
- Using transdermal patches safely in healthcare settings - link 
 
The King’s Fund (UK) 
- Infrastructure for innovation: getting the NHS and social care ready for AI - link 
- Truly fit for the future? The 10 Year Health Plan Explained - link 
 
UK Health Security Agency 
- Vaccine update: issue 359, June 2025, Childhood schedule changes special - link 
- Vaccine update: issue 360, July 2025, 4CMenB for gonorrhoea and mpox special - link 
- Vaccine safety and adverse events following immunisation: the green book, chapter 8 (update) 
- Meningococcal group B (4CMenB) vaccine for prevention of gonorrhoea for GBMSM: PGD template 
- Live attenuated influenza vaccine: patient group direction (PGD) template - update 
 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
- WHO report on the global tobacco epidemic, 2025: warning about the dangers of tobacco - link 
 

MEDICATION SAFETY 

All-Party Parliamentary Pharmacy Group UK 
- All-Party Parliamentary Group on Pharmacy: Inquiry into Medicines Shortages in England - link 
 
electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
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- Revised SPCs 
-- Acarizax 12 SQ-HDM (standardised allergen extract from house dust mites) change in indication for 
persistent moderate to severe house dust mite allergic rhinitis in children from 12+ years to 5+ years 
-- Alogliptin/Metformin Hydrochloride - in patients with known mitochondrial diseases such as MELAS 
syndrome and maternal inherited diabetes and deafness, metformin is not recommended due to risk 
of lactic acidosis exacerbation & neurologic complications which may lead to worsening of the disease 
-- Eklira Genuair (aclidinium bromide) - cardiac arrhythmias seen after administration; use with caution 
in people with cardiac arrhythmias, a history of them, or with risk factors for cardiac arrhythmias 
-- Eylea (aflibercept) - treatment intervals of up to 6 months are allowed for patients receiving 
aflibercept. Also, guidance added on how to switch patients to the 8mg preparation, who have 
previously been treated with aflibercept 2mg or other anti-VEGF agents 
-- Hemlibra (emicizumab) - hypersensitivity added as an uncommon ADR, based on review of the 
data from clinical trials and post-marketing data sources 
-- Jemperli (dostarlimab) - Guillain–Barré syndrome added as an ADR (unknown frequency) 
-- Jinarc (tolvaptan) tablets – raised creatine phosphokinase added as an ADR of unknown frequency 
-- MenQuadfi (MenACWY vaccine) - for ages 12 to 23 months, MenQuadfi can be co-administered 
with the measles-mumps-rubella vaccine + varicella. Myalgia ADR was experienced more frequently 
in those who received MenQuadfi and MenB vaccine concomitantly 
-- Ongentys (opicapone) - confusional state added as an uncommon adverse effect 
-- Rifater 50mg/120mg/300mg (isoniazid, rifampicin, pyrazinamide) - severe cutaneous ADRs 
(SCARs) such as Stevens-Johnson syndrome and toxic epidermal necrolysis reported with Rifater. 
Patients should be informed about signs & symptoms and monitored closely. Treatment 
discontinuation should be considered if SCARs occur 
-- Sofosbuvir/Velpatasvir – brand name amended from Epclusa 400 mg/100 mg film-coated tablets to 
Sofosbuvir/Velpatasvir Gilead® 400 mg/100 mg film coated tablets and Epclusa 200 mg/50 mg film 
coated tablets to Sofosbuvir/Velpatasvir Gilead® 200 mg/50 mg film coated tablets 
-- Strefen (flurbiprofen) lozenges –gastric lavage removed as a management option for overdose 
-- Supemtek (influenza vaccine) - data on use in pregnant women included and to note that it can be 
used during pregnancy in accordance with official recommendations, following an assessment of the 
risks and benefits 
-- Zavicefta (avibactam, ceftazidime) - warning related to severe cutaneous adverse reactions, and to 
include acute generalized exanthematous pustulosis as an ADR with unknown frequency 
-- Zynlonta (loncastuximab tesirine) - sepsis has occurred in patients, with a common frequency 
- Risk minimisation materials 
-- Johson and Johnson: Spravato (esketamine nasal spray) Chief Pharmacist Acknowledgement 
Form. The Chief Pharmacist must acknowledge receipt of a copy of the educational risk minimisation 
materials for Spravato®, the need to share these materials with appropriate clinical staff, and the 
obligation to enrol patients prescribed it in the Spravato® Register and Alert System 
 
EMA 
- Strengthening supply chain of anti-D immunoglobulins - link 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- FDA requires expanded labelling about weight loss risk in patients younger than 6 years taking 
extended-release stimulants for ADHD - link 
- Potential Signals of Serious Risks/New Safety Information Identified by the FDA Adverse Event 
Reporting System (FAERS) - January - March 2025 
- FDA Eliminates Risk Evaluation and Mitigation Strategies (REMS) for Autologous Chimeric Antigen 
Receptor CAR T cell Immunotherapies - link 
 
Health Canada – MedEffect Notice  
- Health Product InfoWatch – June 2025 – includes: 
-- Summary Safety Review: Gadolinium-based contrast agents – link ; Stivarga (regorafenib) - link 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) UK 
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https://www.fda.gov/drugs/drug-safety-and-availability/fda-requires-expanded-labeling-about-weight-loss-risk-patients-younger-6-years-taking-extended
https://www.fda.gov/drugs/fdas-adverse-event-reporting-system-faers/january-march-2025-potential-signals-serious-risksnew-safety-information-identified-fda-adverse
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-eliminates-risk-evaluation-and-mitigation-strategies-rems-autologous-chimeric-antigen-receptor
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/medeffect-canada/health-product-infowatch/june-2025.html
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- If you take a GLP-1 medicine and have been hospitalised by acute pancreatitis, the Yellow Card 
Biobank wants to hear from you - link 
- Abrysvo▼ (Pfizer RSV vaccine) and Arexvy▼ (GSK RSV vaccine): be alert to a small risk of 
Guillain-Barré syndrome following vaccination in older adults - link 
- Review of risk minimisation for disabling and potentially long-lasting/irreversible side effects 
associated with fluoroquinolone antibiotics - link 
- NPSA alert: Potential contamination of non-sterile alcohol-free skin cleansing wipes with 
Burkholderia spp: measures to reduce patient risk - link 
 
Medsafe (New Zealand Medicines and Medical Devices Safety Authority) 
- Melatonin without a prescription - link 
 
MIMS monthly updates 
- Mefloquine (hydrochloride) (Lariam) is now also contraindicated in patients with a history of 
blackwater fever; for prophylactic use in patients with a recent history of suicide attempts, suicidal 
ideations and self-endangering behaviour; and for concomitant use with halofantrine during 
mefloquine chemoprophylaxis or treatment of malaria or within 15 weeks after the last dose of 
mefloquine 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- Medication Safety Update: June 2025 
- Switching between aminophylline and theophylline in adults - link 
- Managing interactions with methotrexate - link 
- Oral benzodiazepines and choosing equivalent doses - link 
- Safe handling of monoclonal antibodies - link 
 
TGA 
- Product Information safety updates - June 2025 
- Discontinuation of Mounjaro (tirzepatide) vials - link 
- Information about major medicine shortages – link 
-- About the shortage of methylphenidate hydrochloride products - link 
-- About the shortage of transdermal HRT patches - link- About the 2024-2025 shortage of Bicillin L-A 
(benzathine benzylpenicillin tetrahydrate) prefilled syringe for injection - link 
-- About the shortage of intravenous (IV) fluids - link 
-- About the supply of oral opioid products - link 
- Xinyi Biyan Pills – batch recall due to unacceptable amounts of lead - link 
- Safety review of benzophenone, sunscreen degradant ingredient - link 
- Safety review of seven active sunscreen ingredients - link 
- TGA to consult on additional controls for some sunscreen ingredients - link 
 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
- The use of semaglutide medicines and risk of non-arteritic anterior ischemic optic neuropathy 
(NAION) - link 
 

PAPERS OF INTEREST 

American Journal of Emergency Medicine 
- Fluid resuscitation management in patients with sepsis and septic shock: a network meta-analysis - 
link 
 
American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy (AJHP)  
- Evaluation of large language models’ ability to identify clinically relevant drug-drug interactions and 
generate high-quality clinical pharmacotherapy recommendations - link 
- Once-weekly basal insulin therapy in type 1 diabetes: A paradigm shift or a work in progress? - link 
- Resuscitating massive transfusion knowledge: An update for the pharmacist - link 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/review-of-risk-minimisation-for-disabling-and-potentially-long-lastingirreversible-side-effects-associated-with-fluoroquinolone-antibiotics
https://www.cas.mhra.gov.uk/ViewandAcknowledgment/ViewAlert.aspx?AlertID=103263
https://www.medsafe.govt.nz/profs/class/ReclassificationOfMelatonin2025.asp
https://www.ebs.tga.gov.au/ebs/picmi/picmirepository.nsf/pdf?OpenAgent&id=CP-2019-PI-01105-1&d=20250709172310101
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/medication-safety-update/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/switching-between-aminophylline-and-theophylline-in-adults/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/managing-interactions-with-methotrexate/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/oral-benzodiazepines-and-choosing-equivalent-doses/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/safe-handling-of-monoclonal-antibodies/
https://www.tga.gov.au/news/safety-updates/product-information-safety-updates-june-2025
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages/medicine-shortage-alerts/discontinuation-mounjaro-tirzepatide-vials
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https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages/information-about-major-medicine-shortages/about-shortage-transdermal-hrt-patches
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages/information-about-major-medicine-shortages/about-2024-2025-shortage-bicillin-l-benzathine-benzylpenicillin-tetrahydrate-prefilled-syringe-injection
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages/information-about-major-medicine-shortages/about-shortage-intravenous-iv-fluids
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages/information-about-major-medicine-shortages/about-supply-oral-opioid-products
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/market-actions/xinyi-biyan-pills
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/publication/publications/safety-review-benzophenone
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/publication/publications/safety-review-seven-active-sunscreen-ingredients
https://www.tga.gov.au/news/media-releases/tga-consult-additional-controls-some-sunscreen-ingredients
https://www.who.int/news/item/27-06-2025-27-06-2025-semaglutide-medicines-naion
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0735675725003766?via%3Dihub
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxaf168/8180331?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxaf169/8178761?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxaf164/8177208?redirectedFrom=fulltext
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- Breaking barriers: A journey towards comprehensive care and understanding for patients with sickle 
cell disease - link 
- Provision of medication supply at hospital discharge: A rapid scoping review of the “meds-to-beds” 
care model - link 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
- Medications and Risk for Microscopic Colitis: A Nationwide Study of Older Adults in Sweden - link 
- Catheter and Surgical Ablation for Atrial Fibrillation: A Systematic Review and Meta-analysis - link 
- Differences Between Trial Populations and Approved Label Populations of New Drugs in the United 
States and Europe (2012 to 2023): A Cross-Sectional Study - link 
- Implications of the European Association for the Study of Obesity’s New Framework Definition of 
Obesity: Prevalence and Association with All-Cause Mortality - link 
 
Annals of the Rheumatic Diseases 
- Efficacy and safety of treatments in familial Mediterranean fever and its complications: a systematic 
review informing the EULAR/PReS recommendations for familial Mediterranean fever - link 
 
Arthritis & Rheumatology 
- Three-Year Outcomes and Latent Class Trajectory Analysis of the Childhood Arthritis and 
Rheumatology Research Alliance Polyarticular JIA Consensus Treatment Plans Study - link 
 
British Journal of Clinical Pharmacology 
- Current evidence and insights on single vs. double dose of basiliximab in adult solid organ transplant 
recipients: A systematic review - link 
- The synergistic effect of anticholinergic burden and depression on fall risk in older persons - link 
- A study on adverse events of botulinum toxin type A in real-world applications: A FAERS database 
analysis - link 
- The problem of propranolol poisoning - link 
- The prevalence of polypharmacy increases with age among patients with inflammatory bowel 
disease: A nationwide cohort study - link 
- Health technology assessment (HTA): Decisions on treatment efficiency guided by clinical 
judgement and pharmacoeconomics - link 
- The potential for clinical pharmacists to support older people with dementia in the community: A 
qualitative interview study - link 
- Spotlight commentary: Treatment of multidrug-resistant Gram-negative infections in the era of 
growing antimicrobial resistance - link 
 
British Journal of General Practice 
- Challenges to timely access to out-of-hours end-of-life medications: A UK qualitative study - link 
- Competencies and clinical guidelines for managing acne with isotretinoin in general practice: A 
scoping review - link 
- Patients’ experiences of a patient-centred polypharmacy medication review intervention: a mixed-
methods study - link 
- Long-term nitrofurantoin use: risks and alternatives in general practice - link 
- Medicines and society: systemic change needed to address overprescribing - link 
- When, why, and how to stop HRT: women and clinicians need more evidence - link 
- GPs’ perspectives on GLP-1RAs for obesity management: a qualitative study in England - link 
 
British Journal of Psychiatry 
- Evidence-based clinical practice guidelines for prevention, screening and treatment of peripartum 
depression - link 
- Lamotrigine treatment of mental health problems during the perinatal period - link 
- Population-based study of long-term mortality risk associated with clozapine use among patients 
with schizophrenia - link 
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https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70160
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/bcp.70155
https://bjgp.org/content/early/2025/06/23/BJGP.2024.0718
https://bjgp.org/content/early/2025/06/23/BJGP.2025.0135
https://bjgp.org/content/early/2025/06/23/BJGP.2025.0052
https://bjgp.org/content/75/756/334
https://bjgp.org/content/75/756/325
https://bjgp.org/content/75/756/292
https://bjgp.org/content/early/2025/07/08/BJGP.2025.0065
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/the-british-journal-of-psychiatry/article/evidencebased-clinical-practice-guidelines-for-prevention-screening-and-treatment-of-peripartum-depression/54D0A1BBEA18A9CD9CE5B2EB76297B55
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/the-british-journal-of-psychiatry/article/lamotrigine-treatment-of-mental-health-problems-during-the-perinatal-period/61BFE9A5FCFE5ED6C75DCA36F74897B1
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/the-british-journal-of-psychiatry/article/abs/populationbased-study-of-longterm-mortality-risk-associated-with-clozapine-use-among-patients-with-schizophrenia/85A3DE2EDEB729531824D05A381C3556


 
 

Advancing quality use of medicines in NSW public hospitals and the wider community since 1988 
Ph: 0407418 072 ｜Email: nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au 
An initiative of NSW clinical pharmacologists & pharmacists 
ABN: 82 707 308 091 
 
 

British Medical Journal (BMJ) 
- Effect of UK Quality and Outcomes Framework pay-for-performance programme on quality of 
primary care: systematic review with quantitative synthesis - link 
- Doctors back GPs who refuse to follow “ludicrous and unsafe” hospital prescribing practices - link 
- Beyond body mass index: rethinking doctors’ advice for weight loss - link 
- Editorial: NICE guidelines on menopause are missing nuance - link 
- Maternal and child nutrition: nutrition and weight management in pregnancy, and nutrition in children 
up to 5 years—summary of new NICE guidance - link 
- US reaches a final $7.4bn settlement on opioid oxycontin, cause of 850,000 deaths - link 
- Effects of intravaginal conjugated oestrogen on pessary continuation for pelvic organ prolapse: 
multicentre, randomised, double blind, placebo controlled trial - link 
- Practical Prescribing: Aspirin - link 
- Global, regional, and national characteristics of the main causes of increased disease burden due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic: time-series modelling analysis of global burden of disease study 2021 - link 
- Sixty seconds on . . . melatonin gummies - link 
- Caution is prescribed for American Academy of Paediatrics’ guidelines on weight loss medications 
for childhood obesity - link 
- Asking patients to share a short biography establishes a better connection and improves care - link 
- Measles: restoring confidence in vaccine information - link 
 
BMJ Quality and Safety 
- Effectiveness of a patient-centred complex intervention to improve Initial Medication Adherence to 
cardiovascular disease and diabetes treatments in primary care (the IMA-cRCT study): a pragmatic 
cluster randomised controlled trial using real-world data - link 
- Editorial: More alerts, less harm? Rethinking medication safety with AI - link 
 
 
Cochrane  
- Fertility‐sparing treatment for atypical endometrial hyperplasia and endometrial cancer - link 

- Rituximab for myasthenia gravis - link 
- Interventions for improving adherence to amblyopia treatments in children - link 
- Controlled ovarian stimulation protocols for assisted reproduction: a network meta‐analysis - link 

- Phosphate binders for preventing and treating chronic kidney disease‐mineral and bone disorder 
(CKD‐MBD) - link 

- Brexanolone, zuranolone and related neurosteroid GABAA receptor positive allosteric modulators for 
postnatal depression - link 
 
Drug and Therapeutics Bulletin 
- DTB select: Effective medication reviews and deprescribing in primary care - link 
- DTB Select: Impact of clinical pharmacists in primary care - link 
- ▼Abaloparatide (Eladynos) for osteoporosis - link 
- NICE/BTS/SIGN asthma guidelines: a breath of fresh AIR - link 
 
Emergency Medicine Australasia 
- Balancing Act: Digoxin Antidote Supply and Demand in New South Wales, Australia - link 
 
European Heart Journal  
- Vaccination as a new form of cardiovascular prevention: a European Society of Cardiology clinical 
consensus statement - link 
- Gene therapy and genome editing for lipoprotein disorders - link 
- Refractory angina: mechanisms and stratified treatment in obstructive and non-obstructive chronic 
myocardial ischaemic syndromes - link 
- First myocardial infarction: risk factors, symptoms, and medical therapy - link 
- Critical medications in cardiology: strategic policy of the European Medicines Agency - link 
- Coffee and cardiovascular disease - link 
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https://dtb.bmj.com/content/63/7/103
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https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1742-6723.70082
https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/advance-article/doi/10.1093/eurheartj/ehaf384/8177060
https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/advance-article/doi/10.1093/eurheartj/ehaf411/8181142
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https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/article/46/26/2491/8103539
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European Journal of Hospital Pharmacy  
- Patient experience in healthcare interventions: PROM and PREM evaluation in patients with multiple 
sclerosis after switching administration route of natalizumab - link 
- How to manage the overwhelming amount of database-detected interactions? A focus group 
meeting study on the management of database-detected risks of drug interactions - link 
- Compatibility and physicochemical stability of ceftriaxone for injection admixed with pantoprazole 
sodium and ondansetron hydrochloride in different infusion solutions - link 
 
International Journal of Clinical Pharmacy 
- Effects of sodium-glucose cotransporter-2 inhibitors on serum urate levels and gout in patients with 
and without type 2 diabetes: a systematic review and network meta-analysis - link 
- Cardiovascular toxicities associated with vascular endothelial growth factor receptor tyrosine kinase 
inhibitors: a pharmacovigilance study based on FDA adverse event reporting system - link 
- Real-world data and Mendelian randomization analysis in assessing adverse reactions of rilonacept 
- link 
- Integrative genetic analysis of shared genetic architecture of stroke and coronary artery disease: 
implications for pharmacist-led precision medicine - link 
 

JAMA 
- Lorundrostat in Participants with Uncontrolled Hypertension and Treatment-Resistant Hypertension: 
The Launch-HTN Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Patient page: What are Eating Disorders? - link ; What Is Interstitial Lung Disease? - link ; What Is 
Hantavirus? - link 
- Osteoporosis: A Review - link ; West Nile Virus: A Review - link 
- Intra-arterial Tenecteplase for Acute Stroke After Successful Endovascular Therapy: The ANGEL-
TNK Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Promoting Healthy Aging in People With HIV—Into a New Era - link 
 
JAMA Internal Medicine 
- Gender-Affirming Feminizing Hormone Therapy - link 
- Budesonide-Formoterol Metered-Dose Inhaler vs Fluticasone-Salmeterol Dry-Powder Inhaler - link 
- Cannabidiol and Liver Enzyme Level Elevations in Healthy Adults: A Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
 
Journal of Pharmacy Practice and Research (JPPR) 
- Enhancing compliance to Staphylococcal decolonisation protocols in cardiac surgery: impact of 
electronic medical record order modifications - link 
- The impact of pharmacy-led ward-based education on pharmaceutical waste over a seven-year 
timeframe - link 
- Editorial: Advanced Pharmacy Australia general medicine standards: paving the way for 
multidisciplinary care and collaboration - link 
 
Lancet 
- Advancing patient monitoring, diagnostics, and treatment strategies for transplant precision medicine 
- link 
- Thyroidectomy with or without postoperative radioiodine for patients with low-risk differentiated 
thyroid cancer in the UK (IoN): a randomised, multicentre, non-inferiority trial - link 
 
Lancet Diabetes & Endocrinology 
- Incretins and the cardiovascular system: bridging digestion with metabolism - link 
 
Lancet Neurology 
- Effects of blood pressure lowering in relation to time in acute intracerebral haemorrhage: a pooled 
analysis of the four INTERACT trials - link 
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https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-01952-w
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Lancet Psychiatry 
- Pramipexole augmentation for the acute phase of treatment-resistant, unipolar depression: a 
placebo-controlled, double-blind, randomised trial in the UK - link 
- Absolute neutrophil count and adverse drug reaction monitoring during clozapine treatment: 
consensus guidelines from a global Delphi panel - link 
  
Molecular Diversity Preservation International (MDPI) – Pharmacy Journal 
- Visual Thinking to Explore “Relational Pharmacology”: Systemic Maps for Managing Non-Selective 
Antidepressants in Cardiovascular Prevention - link 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
- Measles 2025 - link 
- Early Tirofiban Infusion after Intravenous Thrombolysis for Stroke - link 
 
Pediatrics (American Academy of Pediatrics) 
- Disparities in Pediatric Mental Health Care in Emergency Departments: A Scoping Review - link 
- Hospitalization for COVID-19 & Risk Factors for Severe Disease Among Children: 2022-2024 - link 
- April 2025 ACIP Meeting Update: Influenza, COVID-19, HPV, RSV and Other Immunizations - link 
 
Pharmacotherapy 
- Comparative safety and efficacy of bisphosphonates, denosumab, and parathyroid hormone analogs 
for osteoporosis following lung transplantation - link 
- Assessment of the association between mixed-oil lipid injectable emulsion use and 30-day mortality 
or infection persistence from fungal catheter-related bloodstream infections in pediatric patients 
following receipt of parenteral nutrition: A retrospective cohort study - link 
 
 
Prescrire International - Issue 272 – July 2025 includes 
- New drugs: improve information about uncertainties 
- Inclisiran (Leqvio°) in certain types of hypercholesterolaemia 
- Abaloparatide (Eladynos°) in postmenopausal osteoporosis 
- High cumulative doses of opioids during pregnancy: long-term neuropsychiatric harms in exposed 
children 
- Antineoplastic drugs + PPIs: shorter survival 
- EMA: assessing the risks of drugs for human reproduction and lactation 
 

CONSULTATIONS  

Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- NSQHS Standards (third edition) - Public Consultation 1 - closing 30 September 2025 - link 
 
TGA 
- Consultation: Proposed amendments to the Poisons Standard in relation to homosalate, 
oxybenzone and benzophenone – Joint ACMS-ACCS meeting – September 2025 - closing 12 August 
2025 - link 
- Have your say on the interim decision to amend the Poisons Standard in relation to Vitamin B6 – 
closes 27 July 2025 - link 
 

WEBINARS & PODCASTS 

Australian Prescriber Podcasts 
- Episode 192 – Update on long- and short-acting contraceptive methods 
 
Monthly Index of Medical Specialities (MIMS) UK 
- 3 webinars: Beyond sleepless nights: managing chronic insomnia in adults in primary care - link 
 
MJA Podcasts 

mailto:nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpsy/article/PIIS2215-0366(25)00194-4/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpsy/article/PIIS2215-0366(25)00098-7/abstract
https://www.mdpi.com/2226-4787/13/4/91
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMra2504516
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2503678
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article-abstract/doi/10.1542/peds.2024-069024/202539/Disparities-in-Pediatric-Mental-Health-Care-in?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/doi/10.1542/peds.2025-072788/202525/Hospitalization-for-COVID-19-and-Risk-Factors-for
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/doi/10.1542/peds.2025-072444/202526/April-2025-ACIP-Meeting-Update-Influenza-COVID-19
https://accpjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/phar.70040
https://accpjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/phar.70037
https://english.prescrire.org/en/Summary.aspx
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/newsroom/consultations/nsqhs-standards-third-edition-public-consultation-1
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/consultation/consultation-proposed-amendments-poisons-standard-relation-homosalate-oxybenzone-and-benzophenone-joint-acms-accs-meeting-september-2025
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/publication/scheduling-decisions-interim/notice-interim-decision-proposed-amendments-poisons-standard-relation-pyridoxine-pyridoxal-or-pyridoxamine-vitamin-b6-acms-46-november-2024
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/podcast/episode-192-update-on-long-and-short-acting-contraceptive-methods.html
https://www.mims.co.uk/beyond-sleepless-nights-managing-chronic-insomnia-adults-primary-care/article/1921109
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- Episode 13: Hearing Indigenous voices in medical education 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

ADPHA 
- Medicines Management 2025, 27-29 November 2025, Melbourne – register  
 
AHHA 
- A COMPASS for integrated care: Delivering value in paediatric mental health – online - July 23, 
2025 12:30-13:30 AEST - register 
 
NHMRC Medicines Intelligence Centre of Research Excellence (MI-CRE)  
- Fifth Annual Research Symposium: Better together: advancing medicines intelligence through 
partnerships, 29-30 October 2025, UNSW Sydney - abstracts emailed to mi-cre@unsw.edu.au by 
Friday 8 August 2025  
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https://www.mja.com.au/podcast/223/1/mja-podcasts-2025-episode-13-hearing-indigenous-voices-medical-education
https://mm2025.adpha.au/
https://ahha.asn.au/event/a-compass-for-integrated-care-delivering-value-in-paediatric-mental-health/

	JAMA: Therapeutic Use of Cannabis and Cannabinoids: a review - link
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	- Updated Guiding Principles for Medicines and Therapeutics Committees in Australian Hospitals- link

	Assoc. Prof. Jonathan Penm wins Australian Clinical Pharmacy Award- link
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