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NSW TAG ACTIVITIES 

TAG Mail 
MEMBERS’ PICKS section added to TAG Mail. Please contribute articles that members may find 
useful/interesting. Email Sasha your contributions. 
 
Searching Cumulative TAG Mail listings: Remember to search Cumulative TAG Mail listings, which 
are collated in 6 months batches from 2023. These cumulative listings are useful to survey whenever 
you have a medicine or condition you wish to explore as TAG mail covers the grey literature as well 
as the traditional academic literature. Just ‘Control F’ relevant terms to search for your query. 
 

 
Upcoming NSW TAG meeting dates 
NSW TAG General members’ Meeting: 19th August 2026 12-1pm 
Contact Sasha Bennett at sasha.bennett@svha.org.au for information about any email 
discussions, publications or upcoming meetings.  
 

EDITOR’S PICKS 

AJC:  Divergent Efficacy of GLP-1 RAs in HFpEF Versus HFrEF - link 
AJC: Mortality and HF Hospitalization in Patients with HFpEF on MRAs - link 
AJHP: Ideal vs actual body weight on analgesic and sedative requirements in critically ill patients with 
obesity - link 
AJHP: Impact of pharmacist-led interventions on SGLT2i prescribing in hospitalized HF patients - link 
AJHP: Using ambient documentation tool by clinical pharmacists in ambulatory clinics - link 
BMJ: Influence on regulatory decisions for drugs with limited evidence - link 
Circ: 2026 AHA/ACC/ADA/ASN Guideline for the Prevention, Detection, Evaluation, and Management 
of Cardiovascular-Kidney-Metabolic Syndrome - link 
DTB: Once-weekly insulin (insulin efsitora) for patients with type 2 diabetes - link 
FDA: Warning about Vitamin B6 deficiency and associated seizures for carbidopa/levodopa - link 

HSSIB UK: Patient safety and diabetes - link 

IMJ: Kidney supportive care in Australia and New Zealand- link 
IMJ: Essential medications in palliative care - link 
IMJ: Evaluation of an AI decision-support system for surgical antimicrobial prophylaxis - link 
IJCP:  Qualitative exploration of HCPs’ perspectives on the role of pharmacists in screening older 
adults for depression during medication reviews - link 
IJCP: Machine learning-based CDS tool for IV medication risk in hospitalized HF patients - link 
JPPR: Impact of a vancomycin intervention on vancomycin‐associated nephrotoxicity in children- link 

JPP: Deprescribing medications for older people: practical guidance for primary care - link 
Lancet: Cardiometabolic Multiple Long-Term Conditions - link 
MHRA UK: ACE-inhibitors: distinction between bradykinin- and histamine-mediated angioedema- link 
MDPI: A Scoping Review of the Multi-Dimensional Challenges in Drug Repurposing - link 
NEJM:  Antidotes for Anticoagulation Reversal - link 
UQ: Redressing Long-Term Antidepressant Use (RELEASE) in Primary Care -RELEASE toolkit 
 

MEMBERS’ PICKS 

HLC: Opportunities and Risks of Integrating GLP1 RAs in HF Management- link 
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OTHER NEWS 

Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- Help to rebuild lives amid ‘long tail’ of stroke - link ; Stepping up to rebuild lives after stroke - link 
 
NSW Health 
- Automated vending machines for medicines and therapeutic goods - link 
- SI:006/26 Immunoglobulin (Ig) therapy: Changes to dosing calculations in BloodSTAR [4 June 2026] 
 
TGA 
- TGA strengthens compliance focus on unapproved peptide products as part of evolving risk 
response - link 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – AUSTRALIA 

Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- CARAlert annual report: 2025 - link 
- Stroke Clinical Care Standard - link 
 
Australian Government Department of Health 
- Consumer Medicines Line to close on 30 July 2026 - link 
- New regulatory model – Guidance for Allied Health Professionals - link 
- User guide – Active ingredient prescribing - link 
 
PBS 
- PBAC Update May 2026 - 11 June 2026 
 
TGA 
- Prescribe MDMA or psilocybine - psychiatrists - checklist – accessing supply as a psychiatrist 
- Database of section 19A approvals to import and supply medicines to address medicine shortages 
- AusPARs:  
-- Niktimvo (axatilimab) for chronic graft-versus host disease (cGVHD) after failure of at least two prior 
lines of systemic therapy in adult and paediatric patients 6 years and older 
-- Orserdu as monotherapy for postmenopausal women and men with estrogen receptor (ER)-
positive, human epidermal growth factor receptor 2 (HER2)-negative, locally advanced or metastatic 
breast cancer with an activating ESR1 mutation 
-- Qdenga for the prevention of dengue disease in individuals from 4 years of age. The use of this 
vaccine should be in accordance with official recommendations 
-- Zynlonta (loncastuximab tesirine) provisionally approved as a monotherapy for adults with relapsed 
or refractory diffuse large B-cell lymphoma after two or more lines of systemic therapy 
- Australian prescription medicine decision summaries: 
-- Cenrifki (tolebrutinib) for Secondary Progressive Multiple Sclerosis (SPMS) in adults 
-- Hibruka (orelabrutinib) has provisional approval in Australia for the treatment of adult patients with 
relapsed or refractory mantle cell lymphoma (MCL) 
-- Slenyto (melatonin) for the treatment of insomnia in children and adolescents with neurogenetic 
disorders and/or attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) 
-- Tzield (teplizumab) to delay the onset of Stage 3 type 1 diabetes mellitus (T1D) in adult and 
paediatric patients aged 8 years and older with Stage 2 type 1 diabetes mellitus 
 
University of Queensland 
- Redressing Long-Term Antidepressant Use (RELEASE) in Primary Care -RELEASE toolkit 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – INTERNATIONAL  

British Menopause Society 
- Updated dose tables for estrogen and progestogen prescribing in British Menopause Society 
resources - link 
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British National Formulary 
- BNF + BNFC Knowledge Updates – June 2026 
  
Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologies in Health 
- Health System Readiness for Disease-Modifying Therapies for Metabolic Dysfunction—Associated 
Steatohepatitis - link 
- Dextrose Prolotherapy for Musculoskeletal Conditions - link 
- Nabilone for the management of behavioral and psychological symptoms of dementia (BPSD) - link 
 
electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- New indications/extensions 
-- Capvaxive (21-valent Pneumococcal polysaccharide conjugate vaccine) - license extension to 
include use in children and adolescents 2 to less than 18 years of age who have previously completed 
the routine pneumococcal vaccination schedule for children 
-- Opdivo (nivolumab) - new indication for use in combination with ipilimumab as first line treatment of 
adult patients with unresectable or advanced hepatocellular carcinoma 
- Welireg (belzutifan) for adult and paediatric (≥12 years) patients with locally advanced, unresectable, 
or metastatic pheochromocytoma or paraganglioma (PPGL), and summary of safety profile and 
adverse events for PPGL patients receiving belzutifan 
- New products 
-- Cerdelga (eliglustat tartrate) 21mg Hard Capsules for adults and paediatric patients (≥6 years and 
≥15kg) with Gaucher disease type 1, who are CYP2D6 poor metabolisers, intermediate metabolisers 
or extensive metabolisers 
-- Mesalazine Dr Falk Pharma (previously known as Salofalk) 500mg suppositories 
-- Ogsiveo (nirogacestat dihydrobromide) 100mg film coated tablets - A lower dose used as 
monotherapy in adults with progressing desmoid tumours, following a severe or life threatening 
adverse reaction to the 150mg twice daily dose. Restart at 100mg twice daily after weighing benefits 
vs risk of adverse effect recurrence 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- Broadens Access to Over-the-Counter Naloxone Nasal Spray for Opioid Overdose - link 
- New Drug approvals 
-- Approves low dose Ambelvist (gadoquatrane) 
-- belzutifan with pembrolizumab for adjuvant treatment of renal cell carcinoma 
-- capivasertib with abiraterone and prednisone for PTEN-deficient 
-- Cefepime-Zidebactam for complicated UTIs 
-- Ensitrelvir earns approval for postexposure COVID protection 
-- Tzield (teplizumab) injection for pediatric Stage 3 Type I Diabetes 
-- Utebzi (tebipenem pivoxil), first oral carbapenem therapy for complicated urinary tract infections 
-- Xofluza (baloxavir marboxil) tablets, first single-dose generic treatment for influenza 
 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) 
- Approves resmetirom (Rezdiffra) tablets for metabolic dysfunction-associated steatohepatitis 
(MASH) in adults - link 
- Authorises adjuvanted trivalent influenza vaccine (Aujemflu) for use in adults aged 50 and over - link 
- Approves nipocalimab (Imaavy) to treat adults and adolescents with generalised myasthenia gravis - 
link 
- Approves oral semaglutide (Wegovy) for weight loss and weight management - link 
- Approves lower dose version of adrenaline nasal spray (EURneffy) for the emergency treatment of 
anaphylaxis - link 
- Warning on promoting newly licensed prescription-only medicines and unlicensed medicines for 
weight management - link 
 
NHS England 
- National dose banding table – mirvetuximab soravtansine 5mgmL - link 
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National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) UK  
- Ectopic pregnancy and miscarriage: diagnosis and initial management (NG126) 
- Postnatal care (NG194) 
- Intrapartum care (NG235) 
- Ectopic pregnancy and miscarriage (QS69) 
- Nusinersen and risdiplam for treating spinal muscular atrophy (TA1162) 
- Tisotumab vedotin for treating recurrent or metastatic cervical cancer that has progressed on or after 
systemic treatment (TA1164) 
- Cemiplimab with platinum-based chemotherapy for untreated advanced non-small-cell lung cancer 
(TA1165) 
- Mepolizumab for maintenance treatment of uncontrolled chronic obstructive pulmonary disease with 
raised blood eosinophils (TA1166) 
- Serplulimab with carboplatin and etoposide for untreated extensive-stage small-cell lung cancer 
(TA1167) 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Research (NIHR) 
- Treatments for metastatic non-small cell lung cancer: a pathways pilot with systematic review, 
evidence synthesis and economic model - link 
- PERsonalised Medicine for Intensification of Treatment (PERMIT) in type 2 diabetes mellitus: a 
target trial emulation from routine data - link 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- Answers to frequently asked questions about Evergreen Assessments - link 
 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
- WHO guidelines for the clinical management of filovirus disease: executive summary 
 

MEDICATION SAFETY 

electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- Revised SPCs 
-- Balversa (erdafitinib) - safety and efficacy in paediatric patients not been established, and growth 
acceleration and epiphysiolysis of the femoral head have been reported in paediatric patients 
receiving erdafitinib in clinical trials outside of the authorised indication 
-- Buscomint Peppermint oil 0.2ml gastro-resistant capsule, soft - sodium excipient information 
included, addition of dry mouth as ADR, and revised wording on mechanism of action and efficacy 
-- Decapeptyl SR (triptorelin pamoate) - increased risk of depression (which can be severe) added. 
Rare case reports of suicidal ideation have been reported from post-marketing data, including positive 
dechallenge & reversible symptoms. Most cases occurred in patients with a history of depression. 
-- Erleada (apalutamide) - updated with pharmacokinetic data from a study in hepatic impairment and 
recommended dose of 120mg (two 60mg tablets) once daily for patients with severe hepatic 
impairment (Child Pugh Class C) 
-- Estriol 0.5 mg pessary - dysuria and burning feeling/sensation in or around the genital area added 
as ADRs of unknown frequency 
-- Finlee (dabrafenib) - potentiation of radiation toxicity as a common ADR 
-- Kadcyla (trastuzumab emtansine) Powder for Concentrate for Solution for Infusion – both strengths 
may now be reconstituted with 0.45% sodium chloride, giving an in-use storage of 120 hours (5 days) 
at 2°C-8°C; additionally, in-use shelf-life has been extended from 24 hours to 120 hours (5 days) at 
2°C-8°C when sterile water for injection is used as a diluent 
-- Levonorgestrel (Mirena, Jaydess, Kyleena) intrauterine - small increased risk of breast cancer with 
combined oral contraceptives, which declines after cessation, but evidence is inconsistent for 
progestogen-only methods, and risk in post-menopausal hormone replacement therapy use remains 
uncertain 
-- NuvaRing (ethinylestradiol and eonogestrel) vaginal delivery system - sofosbuvir/ velpatasvir/ 
voxilaprevir-containing products added to contraindications for concomitant use. Paragraph about 
ALT elevations deleted, and added on pharmacodynamic interactions 
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-- Pariet (rabeprazole) current contraindication for use of rabeprazole during pregnancy removed. It 
should be used in pregnancy only if the potential benefit outweighs remaining uncertainty regarding 
potential adverse foetal effects. 
-- Physeptone (methadone) - warning of hyperalgesia, hepatobiliary disorders, congenital and neuro-
developmental impairment associated with opioid use disorder during pregnancy and addition of 
acute pancreatitis and sphincter of Oddi dysfunction added as ADRs of unknown frequency 
-- Repevax (diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis [acellular] and poliomyelitis [inactivated]) can be 
administered concomitantly with a dose of hepatitis B vaccine, and that based on the results of 
concomitant use clinical studies, it can be administered with HPV and/or MenACYW conjugate 
vaccines (either all three vaccines concomitantly or in pairs) 
-- Rifadin (rifampicin) - Daclatasvir, telaprevir and simeprevir added to the list of drugs contraindicated 
with rifampicin because they are strongly affected by rifampicin’s potential to induce drug metabolising 
enzymes and transporters 
-- Rifater (isoniazid, rifampicin, pyrazinamide) contraindicated with medicines strongly affected by its 
potential to induce drug metabolizing enzymes and transporters such as lurasidone, sofosbuvir, 
daclatasvir, telaprevir, cabotegravir, fostemsavir and lenaca  
--Sarclisa (isatuximab) 20 mg/mL concentrate for solution for infusion- serious infusion reactions 
including severe anaphylactic reactions observed after administration of isatuximab 
-- Yescarta (axicabtagene ciloleucel) - risk for cerebral oedema may be higher in patients with primary 
mediastinal large B-cell lymphoma (PMBCL) 
- Risk minimisation materials 
-- Carvykti (ciltacabtagene autoleucel) Patient Card containing important safety information for 
patients, including the signs and symptoms of cytokine release syndrome and neurological toxicity, for 
which immediate medical advice should be sought 
 
EMA 
- Pharmacovigilance Risk Assessment Committee (PRAC) concludes evidence of potential risk of 
neurodevelopmental disorders in children born to men treated with valproate is inconsistent - link 
- Start of safety review of chimeric antigen receptor (CAR) T-cell medicines - link 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- Approves labelling changes for Over-the-Counter (OTC) weight loss drug (Orlistat) to warn of risk of 
kidney stones and kidney injury - link 
- Requiring warning about vitamin B6 deficiency and associated seizures for drug products containing 
carbidopa/levodopa - link 
 
Health Services Safety Investigation Body UK 
- Patient safety and diabetes - link 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) UK 
- Review of the benefits and risks of avacopan - link 
- ACE-inhibitors: Be aware of the distinction between bradykinin- and histamine-mediated 
angioedema, as treatment strategies differ significantly - link 
 
Medsafe (New Zealand Medicines and Medical Devices Safety Authority) 
- Tighter controls on nitrous oxide come into force - link 
- Prescriber Update – June 2026 includes: 
-- Adverse effects from inappropriate use of topical corticosteroids 
-- Beyond pain relief: Undesirable effects of opioids 
-- Insulin autoimmune syndrome 
-- Reported adverse reactions to ashwagandha 
-- Gathering knowledge from adverse reaction reports: June 2026 
-- Recent data sheet updates: Important new safety information 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- SPS Medication safety update – May 2026 
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TGA 
- Be alert to FluMist indicated age range - link 
- Unapproved ibutamoren capsules (MK-677) found to contain undisclosed anabolic steroid - link 
- Product Information safety updates - May 2026 
- Information about major medicine shortages – link 
-- About the shortage of transdermal HRT patches - link 
-- About the shortage of Creon (pancreatic extract) capsules - link 
-- Creon (pancreatic extract) capsules shortage extended - link 
-- About the shortage of Zimstat (simvastatin) 5 mg tablets - link 
-- The shortage of Endoxan (cyclophosphamide) 2 g has been extended until 30 November 2026 
-- The shortage of Estraderm MX 100 patches has been extended - link 
-- The shortage of Presolol 200 (labetalol hydrochloride 200 mg) tablets has resolved - link 
 

PAPERS OF INTEREST 

American Journal of Cardiology 
- Revisiting Beta-Blockers in Heart Failure with Preserved Ejection Fraction—A Systematic Review 
and Meta-analysis - link 
- Divergent Efficacy of GLP-1 Receptor Agonists in HFpEF Versus HFrEF: A Systematic Review and 
Meta-Analysis of Randomized Controlled Trials - link 
- Mortality and Heart Failure Hospitalization in Patients with HFpEF on Mineralocorticoid Receptor 
Antagonists: A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis - link 
 
American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy (AJHP)  
- Impact of ideal vs actual body weight on analgesic and sedative requirements in critically ill patients 
with obesity - link 
- Impact of pharmacist-led interventions on prescribing of SGLT2 inhibitors in hospitalized patients 
with heart failure - link 
- Implementation and evaluation of continuous infusion automatic scheduled dispensing leveraging 
infusion pump integration - link 
- Long-acting vs monthly GnRH agonists: A comprehensive review of efficacy, safety, and health-
system implications - link 
- The impact of an ambient documentation tool on the care experience of clinical pharmacists 
embedded in ambulatory clinics: A mixed-methods evaluation - link 
- Interventions to improve emergency department postintubation sedation and analgesia: a systematic 
review - link 
 
American Journal of Medicine 
- Efficacy and safety of varenicline for vaping cessation: A systematic review and meta-analysis of 
randomized controlled trials - link 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
- Benefits and Harms of Pharmacologic Treatments in Adults with Overweight or Obesity: A Living 
Systematic Review and Network Meta-analysis for the American College of Physicians - link 
- Continuing Glucagon-Like Peptide-1 Receptor Agonists into the First Trimester of Pregnancy and 
Pregnancy Outcomes: A Target Trial Emulation Study Using Claims Information - link 
- How Would You Manage This Patient with Iron Deficiency Anemia? - link 
- Hypertension - link 
- Dementia Risk After Recombinant Herpes Zoster Vaccination in Older Adults with a Recent Skilled-
Nursing Facility Stay - link 
 
British Journal of Clinical Pharmacology 
- Clinical evidence of semaglutide for metabolic dysfunction-associated steatotic liver disease 
(MASLD): An updated meta-analysis - link 
 
British Journal of General Practice 
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- Early start of urate-lowering therapy improves serum urate control: results from a large national 
primary care cohort - link 
 
British Journal of Psychiatry 
- Drugs for anxiety: from chloral hydrate to novel therapeutics - link 
 
British Medical Journal (BMJ) 
- Global levels, trends and drivers of neonatal, child, and adolescent mortality - link 
- Ovarian cancer: What is the new drug approved for the NHS in England? - link 
- Advances in the management of ADHD in children and adolescents - link 
- Low concentration atropine eye drops and progression of myopia in children: multicentre placebo 
controlled, double masked, randomised trial in the UK (CHAMP-UK) - link 
- Nicotine as a wellness product? The smoking alternatives being pushed by big tobacco - link 
- Influence on regulatory decisions for drugs with limited evidence - link 
- State of the Art Review: Advances in the development of malaria vaccines - link 
 
Circulation  
- 2026 AHA/ACC/ADA/ASN Guideline for the Prevention, Detection, Evaluation, and Management of 
Cardiovascular-Kidney-Metabolic Syndrome - link 
- Heart Rate and Cardiovascular Outcomes in Post–Myocardial Infarction Patients Treated by beta-
Blockers: A Secondary Analysis of the ABYSS Trial - link 
 
Cochrane  
- Vitamin B12 supplementation for growth, development, and cognition in children - link 
- Oral or parenteral iron supplementation to reduce deferral, iron deficiency and/or anaemia in blood 
donors - link 
 
Diabetes, Obesity and Metabolism  
- GLP-1 Receptor Agonists and Psychiatric Outcomes in Adolescents: A Systematic Review and 
Meta-Analysis - link 
- Efficacy and Safety of Once-Weekly and Once-Daily Basal Insulins in Type 1 Diabetes Mellitus: A 
Systematic Review and Network Meta-Analysis of Clinical Trials - link 
- The Impact of GLP-1-Based Therapies on Cardiovascular Outcomes in Type 2 Diabetes: A 
Comprehensive Systematic Review and Network Meta-Analysis - link 
 
Drug and Therapeutics Bulletin 
- Once-weekly insulin (insulin efsitora) for patients with type 2 diabetes - link 
- Reducing thrombosis risk much earlier in pregnancy: the new NHS Maternal Care Bundle - link 
- Update on spasticity: part-2 – physical, pharmacological and surgical management - link 
- Study confirms benefits of continuous glucose monitoring in type 2 diabetes - link 
 
European Heart Journal  
- P2Y12 inhibitor monotherapy after abbreviated dual antiplatelet therapy following percutaneous 
coronary intervention: a meta-analysis - link 
- Predicting lifetime cardiovascular risk and benefits of preventive treatment in patients with 
established atherosclerotic cardiovascular disease: the SMART-REACH2 model - link 
- Statins and survival free of incident frailty among older US veterans - link 
- Cardiac-targeted delivery of advanced medical therapies for heart disease - link 
- Cholesterol-lowering therapy from childhood/adolescence and long-term outcomes in familial 
hypercholesterolaemia: the SAFEHEART study - link 
 
European Journal of Hospital Pharmacy  
- Curcumin supplements in patients with breast cancer treated with CDK4/6 inhibitors: a silent 
pharmacokinetic risk - link 
- Modulation of cytochrome P450 and P-glycoprotein by Ashwagandha (Withania somnifera): 
implications for CDK4/6 inhibitor therapy - link 
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- Artificial intelligence in oncological medication reconciliation: balancing innovation and clinical 
judgment - link 
- Standard concentrations of intravenous continuous drug infusions: evaluation of adherence, safety 
and effectiveness in paediatric critical care as quality improvement initiative - link 
- On-label paediatric drug product information in Switzerland – the neglected child - link 
 
Heart 
- Optimal duration of dual antiplatelet therapy in ischaemic heart disease: a systematic review and 
network meta-analysis of randomised controlled trials - link 
 
Internal Medicine Journal 
- Kidney supportive care in Australia and New Zealand: an Australian and New Zealand Society of 
Nephrology (ANZSN) and Australian and New Zealand Society of Palliative Medicine (ANZSPM) 
guidance document - link 
- Letter: A new first line choice? Has clopidogrel superseded aspirin for secondary prevention 
following selected minor ischaemic strokes? - link 
- Essential medications in palliative care: an updated survey of Australian and New Zealand medical 
practitioners practising palliative care - link 
- Pre-implementation safety evaluation of an AI decision-support system for surgical antimicrobial 
prophylaxis - link 
- Comparing clinical manifestations, treatment strategies and outcomes of Staphylococcus 
lugdunensis bacteraemia versus Staphylococcus aureus bacteraemia – a retrospective cohort study - 
link 
- Experience of Australian rheumatologists managing polymyalgia rheumatica: results from a national 
survey - link 
 
International Journal of Clinical Pharmacy 
- A qualitative exploration of healthcare professionals’ perspectives on the role of pharmacists in 
screening older adults for depression during medication reviews - link 
- Evidence on interventions that target prescribing appropriateness in older adults attending the 
emergency department and other acute care settings: a scoping review - link 
- The association between age and medication-related hospital admission in adults: a systematic 
review and meta-analysis - link 
- Development and validation of a machine learning-based clinical decision support tool for stratifying 
intravenous medication risk in hospitalized patients with heart failure - link 
 
JAMA 
- Finerenone in Patients with Chronic Kidney Disease Due to Glomerular Diseases: A Randomized 
Clinical Trial - link 
- Finerenone in Persons with Chronic Kidney Disease without Diabetes - link 
- Low-Dose Rivaroxaban and Cardiovascular Events in Advanced Kidney Disease: The TRACK 
Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Measured and Estimated Glomerular Filtration Rates and Risk of Adverse Health Outcomes - link 
- Orforglipron Added to Titrated Insulin Glargine in Type 2 Diabetes: The ACHIEVE-5 Randomized 
Clinical Trial - link 
- JAMA Patient Page: What Are Keratinocyte Carcinomas? - link ; Peripheral neuropathy - link 
- Resurgence of Tetanus—Reasons Why the Vaccine Remains Instrumental - link 
- Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis: A Review - link 
- Diagnosis and Treatment of Benign Paroxysmal Positional Vertigo - link 
- High-Dose Intravenous Vitamin C and Mortality and Organ Dysfunction in Severe Burn Injury - The 
VICTORY Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Sodium Bicarbonate for In-Hospital Cardiac Arrest: A Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Lifestyle and Metformin Interventions and Risk of Multimorbidity in Adults with Prediabetes - link 
 
JAMA Cardiology 
- Efficacy and Safety of Prasugrel, Ticagrelor, or Clopidogrel After Percutaneous Coronary 
Intervention: A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis - link 
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JAMA Network Open 
- Antibody-Drug Conjugates for Locally Advanced and Metastatic Urothelial Carcinoma. A Systematic 
Review and Meta-Analysis - link 
- Exocrine Pancreatic Insufficiency - link 
- COVID-19 Vaccine Effectiveness Among Older Adults - link 
 
JAMA Neurology  
- Personalized Blood Pressure Targeting After Endovascular Therapy for Acute Ischemic Stroke: A 
Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
 
JBI Evidence Synthesis 
- Mapping the use of covert medication administration: a scoping review Protocol - link 
 
Journal of the American Academy of Dermatology 
- Immune Checkpoint Inhibitor-Associated Autoimmune Bullous Disease: A Clinical Review - link 
 
Journal of the American College of Cardiology 
- Kidney and Survival Benefits of Semaglutide in Diabetes with Chronic Kidney Disease: FLOW Trial 
Cardiovascular Subgroup Analyses - link 
 
Journal of Pharmacy Practice and Research (JPPR) 
- Stability of oxycodone in compound sodium lactate - link 
- The impact of a vancomycin intervention on vancomycin‐associated nephrotoxicity in children: a 

quality improvement initiative - link 
 
Journal of Prescribing Practice 
- Deprescribing medications for older people: practical guidance for primary care - link 
- Kidney disease in people with diabetes: a guide for primary care clinicians - link 
 
Kidney Medicine 
- Dihydropyridine Calcium Channel Blocker Therapy and Risk of Chronic Kidney Disease Progression 
in Type 2 Diabetes Treated with Renin–Angiotensin System Inhibitors and Sodium–Glucose 
Cotransporter-2 Inhibitors: A Real-World Retrospective Cohort Study - link 
 
Lancet 
- Lancet series: Cardiometabolic Multiple Long-Term Conditions - link 
- Lancet Series: Postpartum haemorrhage - link 
 
Lancet Diabetes & Endocrinology 
- A quarter-century of progress: innovations in lipid medicine that transformed cardiovascular 
prevention - link 
 
Lancet Primary Care 
- Association between antihypertensive treatment and hospitalisation or death due to falls according 
to sex, ethnicity, and social deprivation status: an observational cohort study in English primary care 
electronic health-care records - link 
 
Lancet Psychiatry 
- Comparative effectiveness and safety of pharmacological treatments for rapid tranquilisation in 
emergency settings: a systematic review and individual participant data network meta-analysis - link 
 
Lancet Rheumatology 
- A treat-to-target strategy versus symptom-driven management of gout in the Netherlands (GO TEST 
Overture): a multicentre, open-label, pragmatic, superiority, randomised controlled trial - link 
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- From Laboratory to Patient Access: A Scoping Review of the Multi-Dimensional Challenges in Drug 
Repurposing - link 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
- Phase 3 Trial of Secukinumab in Polymyalgia Rheumatica - link 
- Obinutuzumab or Tacrolimus in Primary Membranous Nephropathy - link 
- Survodutide Once Weekly for the Treatment of Adults with Obesity - link 
- Carbocisteine or Hypertonic Saline for Acute Respiratory Failure - link 
- Exa-cel in Children with Transfusion-Dependent β-Thalassemia or Sickle Cell Disease - link 
- Hospital Policy of Tranexamic Acid to Reduce Transfusion in Major Noncardiac Surgery - link 
- Vasopressors or Fluids in Early Septic Shock - link 
- Antidotes for Anticoagulation Reversal - link 
- Lonvoguran Ziclumeran — In Vivo CRISPR Gene Editing in Hereditary Angioedema - link 
- Sodium Bicarbonate for Critically Ill Adults with Metabolic Acidosis and Shock - link 
- Talquetamab–Daratumumab in Relapsed or Refractory Myeloma - link 
 
Neurology 
- Glucagon-like Peptide-1 Receptor Agonists and Risk of Nonarteritic Anterior Ischemic Optic 
Neuropathy: Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis - link 
 
Pediatrics (American Academy of Pediatrics) 
- Antibiotic Use Among Children Before, During, and After the COVID-19 Pandemic: A Nationwide 
Study - link 
- Use of Leucovorin After the FDA Announcement of Its Use for Autism Spectrum Disorders - link 
 
Pharmacotherapy 
- Menopausal Hormone Therapy: A Narrative Review of Contemporary Evidence - link 
- Quantifying the Serum Magnesium Response and Predictors of Response Following Intravenous 
Magnesium Replacement in Critically Ill Patients - link 
- Voriconazole Dosing and Therapeutic Drug Monitoring in Patients Before and After Liver 
Transplantation - link 
- Buprenorphine Initiation During Extracorporeal Membrane Oxygenation Decreases Sedative and 
Opioid Exposure: A Retrospective Matched Case-Control Study - link 
- Getting It Right the Second Time: How Can we Optimize First-Generation Cephalosporin Dosing for 
Skin and Soft Tissue Infections in the 21st Century? - link 
 
PLOS Medicine 
- First-trimester nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs exposure and risk of major congenital 
malformations: A retrospective register-based cohort study - link 
 

CONSULTATIONS 

TGA 
- Consultation: Proposed amendments to the Poisons Standard - ACMS and Joint ACMS-ACCS 
meetings - July 2026 - closes 30 June 2026 - link 
- Consultation on increasing transparency of Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP) inspection 
outcomes – closes 13 July 2026 – link 
- Consultation: Radiopharmaceutical regulation in Australia - closes on 31 July 2026 – link 
 

WEBINARS & PODCASTS 

Australian Prescriber Podcasts 
- E216 | Understanding cardiovascular-kidney-metabolic (CKM) syndrome 
 
MJA Podcasts 
- Breastfeeding in a warzone - a vital lifeline - link 
 
Purple Pen Podcast 
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- PPP 191 - Slowing Myopia Progression: How Atropine Fits in 
- PPP 192 – Colonoscopy 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

Advanced Pharmacy Australia 
- Medicines Management MM2026, 22-24 October 2026, Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre -– 
Scholarships closing 19 July - Early Bird registration open until 9 September 
 
Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- Save the date – NMS 2026, exploring the topic of 'Medicines Stewardship'- Wednesday, 11 
November 2026 - link 
 
FIP 
- Pharmacists and patient safety: Building safer care with patients, online 30 June 2026, 15:00-16:30 
CEST - register 
- Recent Advances in Formulation Approaches to Enable Oral Delivery of Poorly Water-Soluble 
Drugs, online 9 July 2026, 16:00-17:00 CEST - register 
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NSW TAG ACTIVITIES 

RELEVANT ITEMS from the last TAG General Member Meeting 
DTC Pharmacist Position Discussion  
Members willing to share their DTC or QUM pharmacist position descriptions (including business 
cases where available) should provide them to the Executive Officer (EO). Multiple positions that 
collectively support the DTC function can be submitted together. The collated material will be 
reviewed and discussed at the next meeting, with a view to identifying key elements of a 
contemporary, fit-for-purpose role. Please send by COB 30th May 2026. 
 
TAG Mail 
MEMBERS’ PICKS section added to TAG Mail and members are invited to contribute new articles 
that they think other members will find useful/interesting. Please email Sasha your contributions. 
 
Searching Cumulative TAG Mail listings: Remember to search Cumulative TAG Mail listings, which 
are collated in 6 months batches from 2023. These cumulative listings are useful to survey whenever 
you have a medicine or condition you wish to explore as TAG mail covers the grey literature as well 
as the traditional academic literature. Just ‘Control F’ relevant terms to search for your query. 
 
We always welcome feedback about TAG Mail- the positives and the negatives. 

 
Upcoming NSW TAG meeting dates 
NSW TAG General members’ Meeting: 18th June 2026 12-1pm 
Contact Sasha Bennett at sasha.bennett@svha.org.au for information about any email 
discussions, publications or upcoming meetings.  
 

EDITOR’S PICKS 

AJC: Mortality and Morbidity Benefit After Influenza Vaccination in High CV Risk Population- link 
BJCP: -Identification of antibiotic allergies in children using prescribing patterns in the eMR- link 
BJCP: Precision medicine in paediatrics: Progress and priorities - link 
BJCP: Supratherapeutic drug concentration triggers: for medication safety surveillance in IC - link 
EHJ:  Optimal serum potassium concentrations in heart failure - link 
IJCP: A multi-method study of unlicensed medicine risk assessment: a cross-sectional survey of 
pharmacy procurement leads and policy analysis across NHS trusts in England - link 
IJQHC: Prevalence of chemical restraint use in hospital care- link 
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JAMA: AI Drug Safety in Pregnancy - link 
JAMA: Deprescribing Psychotropic Medications and Falls in Older Adults - link 
JAMA IM: Medication Management Among Older Adults Living Alone with Cognitive Impairment - link 
JAMA NO: Pharmacologic Thromboprophylaxis in Medical Inpatients - link 
Lancet: Chronic kidney disease, complex conditions, and advancing therapeutics - link 
MJA: Paracetamol in Pregnancy: Uncertain Evidence, Certain Consequences - link 
SPS UK: Managing peripheral oedema caused by calcium channel blockers - link 
 

OTHER NEWS 

NSW Health 
- SI:004/26: Public health considerations - the Hajj - link 
- SI:005/26: Ebola disease preparedness - link 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – AUSTRALIA 

Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- Reshaping Australia’s approach to clinical governance - link 
- 2026 National Model for Clinical Governance - link 
- 2026 National Model for Clinical Governance: Practical guide to implementation - link 
- National Model for Clinical Governance - what it means for assessment to the NSQHS Standards 
fact sheet 
- Fact Sheet: Risk Screening and Assessment- new resource 
- Making informed choices (Informed consent) - link 
- Updated national guidance on credentialing and defining scope of clinical practice - link 
- Summary of advisories, fact sheets and guides … that relate to specific actions in the NSQHS 
Standards - link 
- Core hospital-based outcome indicators (CHBOI) Toolkit - link 
- Definition of high-quality care - link 
 
CATAG 
-  GLP-1 Decision-Making Framework - link 
 
MIMS monthly updates 
- New Products 
-- Loncastuximab tesirine (Zynlonta) monotherapy has provisional approval for the treatment of adults 
with relapsed or refractory diffuse large B‐cell lymphoma after two or more lines of systemic therapy. It 

is not indicated for patients with primary central nervous system lymphoma. 
 -- Pirtobrutinib (Jaypirca) monotherapy for adults with relapsed or refractory chronic lymphocytic 
leukemia/small lymphocytic lymphoma previously treated with a covalent BTK inhibitor 
- New Presentation 
-- Sildenafil (citrate) (Azulvig) as oral suspension containing 12.5 mg per 1 actuation (0.5 mL) 
- New Indications 
-- Lurbinectedin (Zepzelca) in combination with atezolizumab, is now indicated for the maintenance 
treatment of extensive-stage small cell lung cancer (SCLC) in adults whose disease has not 
progressed after first-line induction therapy with atezolizumab, carboplatin and etoposide 
 -- Meningococcal polysaccharide conjugate A, C, Y and W‐135 vaccine (MenQuadfi) is now indicated 

for active immunisation of individuals from 6 weeks of age against invasive meningococcal disease 
caused by Neisseria meningitidis serogroups A, C, W and Y. 
 -- Obinutuzumab (rch) (Gazyva) is now indicated for the treatment of adults with active class III or IV, 
with or without concomitant class V, lupus nephritis (LN) who are receiving standard therapy. 
 -- Vutrisiran (sodium) (Amvuttra) is now indicated for the treatment of wild-type or hereditary 
transthyretin amyloidosis in adult patients with cardiomyopathy (ATTR‐CM) 

 
TGA 
- Notice of final decisions to amend (or not amend) the current Poisons Standard in relation to bacillus 
paralicheniformis, dimethyl disulfide, enflicoxib sodium, spidoxamat - link 
- Notified vape list: goods for smoking cessation or nicotine dependence - link 
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- What to know if you've been prescribed medicinal cannabis - link 
- Notice of interim decision on proposed amendment to the Poisons Standard in relation to psilocybine 
- ACMS #47 - June 2025 
- Updates to Authorised Prescriber (AP) scheme requirements when accessing MDMA and 
psilocybine - link 
- Lapse of provisional registration for Andexxa (andexanet alfa) used for Factor Xa inhibitor 
(apixaban/rivaroxaban) reversal - link 
- Database of section 19A approvals to import and supply medicines to address medicine shortages 
- AusPARs:  
-- mNEXSPIKE XBB.1.5 COVID-19 Vaccine is indicated for: active immunisation to prevent 
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) 
-- Tezspire (tezepelumab) approved as an add-on maintenance treatment in patients aged 12 years 
and older with severe asthma who are inadequately controlled despite optimal therapy including 
medium or high dose inhaled corticosteroids plus another non-steroidal medicinal product 
- Australian prescription medicine decision summaries: 
-- Rhapsido (remibrutinib) for chronic spontaneous urticaria (CSU) in adult patients who remain 
symptomatic despite H1 antihistamine treatment 
Prescription medicine registrations - link 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – INTERNATIONAL  

Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologies in Health 
- Intentional Self-Harm With GLP-1 Receptor Agonists for Diabetes - link 
 
electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
-New indication 
-- Breyanzi (lisocabtagene maraleucel) –for adults with relapsed or refractory mantle cell lymphoma 
after at least two lines of systemic therapy including a Bruton's tyrosine kinase inhibitor 
- New products 
-- Dawnzera (donidalorsen) 80 mg solution for injection in pre-filled pen. This antisense 
oligonucleotide that specifically reduces prekallikrein expression, is licensed for prevention of 
recurrent attacks of hereditary angioedema in adult and adolescents aged 12 years and older. A 
patient or caregiver may administer it after proper training.  
-- Leqselvi (deuruxolitinib) 8 mg film-coated tablets for severe alopecia areata in adult patients 
-- Ogsiveo (nirogacestat dihydrobromide) – gamma secretase inhibitor for use as monotherapy for the 
treatment of adults with progressing desmoid tumours who require systemic treatment 
-- Ryjunea (atropine) 0.1 mg/ml eye drops, solution for slowing the progression of myopia in paediatric 
patients. Treatment may be initiated in children aged 3-14 years with a progression rate of 0.5 D or 
more per year and a severity of -0.5 D to -6.0 D 
-- Usymro (ustekinumab) solution for injection, infusion and pre-filled syringe for adult & paediatric 
Crohn's Disease and ulcerative colitis; the solution for injection and pre-filled syringe are additionally 
licensed for adult & paediatric plaque psoriasis and psoriatic arthritis 
 
European Medicines Agency (EMA) 
- CHMP recommendations May 2026: 
-- new approval for eight new medicines (nerandomilast, alpelisib, trenibotulinumtoxinE, camizestrant, 
Vislyfa [ranibizumab biosimilar], colchicine [AGEPHA Pharma] and liraglutide [Ablymico, STADA]) 
-- extending the indications for 13 medicines (Braftovi, Enhertu, Erbitux, Fasenra, Hetronifly, Iclusig, 
Keytruda, Maviret, Padcev, Palynziq, Sogroya, Tepkinly and Trodelvy) 
-- negative opinion for one medicine Deqtynet (copper (64Cu) oxodotreotide), a diagnostic medicine 
intended for use with positron emission tomography (PET) imaging to detect well-differentiated 
neuroendocrine tumours (NETs) in adults 
- European Medicines Agency’s Emergency Task Force (ETF) recommends updating COVID-19 
vaccines to target XFG variant - link 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- New Drug approvals 
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-- Baxdrostat (Baxfendy) approval may open doors for HTN therapy 
-- Cypsedo (cipepofol) to induce general anesthesia in adults undergoing surgery 
-- datopotamab deruxtecan-dlnk for unresectable or metastatic triple-negative breast cancer 
-- durvalumab in combination with Bacillus Calmette-Guerin for high-risk non-muscle invasive bladder 
cancer 
-- Guselkumab adds PsA structural damage inhibition to label 
-- Hepcludex (bulevirtide-gmod) to treat chronic hepatitis delta virus infection in adults without 
cirrhosis or with compensated cirrhosis – label/PI 
-- pivekimab sunirine-pvzy (Decnupaz) for blastic plasmacytoid dendritic cell neoplasm, an ultra-rare 
hematologic malignancy – label/PI 
-- Xocova (ensitrelvir) for use as post-exposure prophylaxis of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) 
following contact with an individual who has COVID-19 
-- Zaynich (cefepime and zidebactam) to treat complicated urinary tract infections, including 
pyelonephritis, caused by designated susceptible microorganisms 
 
Global Preparedness Monitoring Board 
- A World on the Edge: 2026 Report - Priorities for a pandemic-resilient future - link 
 
Health Services Safety Investigation Body UK 
- Investigation report - Electronic prescribing and medicines administration: procurement and safety 
learning in acute hospitals - link 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) 
- Approves rilzabrutinib to treat adults with immune thrombocytopenia when prior treatments have 
been insufficient - link 
 
Monthly Index of Medical Specialities (MIMS) UK 
- MIMS type 2 diabetes quick reference summary updated - link 
 
NHS England 
- National Dose Banding Table – Tisotumab vedotin - link ; serplulimab 10mgmL - link 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) UK  
- Artificial intelligence (AI)-assisted echocardiography analysis and reporting to support the diagnosis 
and monitoring of heart failure: early-use assessment (HTG779) 
- Osimertinib for treating EGFR mutation-positive unresectable locally advanced non-small-cell lung 
cancer after platinum-based chemoradiotherapy (TA1156) 
- Givinostat for treating Duchenne muscular dystrophy in people 6 years and over (TA1157) 
- Amivantamab with carboplatin and pemetrexed for untreated EGFR exon 20 insertion mutation-
positive advanced non-small-cell lung cancer (TA1158) 
- Lisocabtagene maraleucel for treating relapsed or refractory large B-cell lymphoma after 2 or more 
lines of systemic treatment (TA1159) 
- Durvalumab with chemotherapy for neoadjuvant and adjuvant treatment then alone for adjuvant 
treatment of resectable gastric or gastro-oesophageal junction adenocarcinoma (TA1160) 
- Sotatercept for treating pulmonary arterial hypertension (TA1161) 
- Multiple sclerosis in adults: management (NG220) 
- Anaphylaxis: assessment and referral after emergency treatment (NG258) 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- Vaccines and immunisation: resources to support clinical decisions - link 
- PGD template: Etonogestrel (e.g. Nexplanon®) implant for contraception – updated 
 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
- WHO consolidated guidelines for the management of common childhood illness: Management of 
asthma in children and adolescents and bronchiolitis in infants and young children - link 
- Guidelines for the prevention of bloodstream infections and other infections associated with the use 
of intravascular catheters: part 2: central venous catheters - link 
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- Issues first recommendation on doxycycline post-exposure prophylaxis to help prevent sexually 
transmitted infections - link 
- The World Health Assembly adopts updated Global Action Plan on Antimicrobial Resistance (2026–
2036) - link 
 
 
 
 
 

MEDICATION SAFETY 

electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- Revised SPCs 
-- Actilyse (alteplase) - when used for treatment of acute ischaemic stroke, it should be started within 
4.5 hours from "last known well" and after exclusion of intracranial haemorrhage by appropriate 
imaging techniques 
-- Adacel (diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis vaccine) - based on results of concomitant use clinical 
studies it can be administered with inactivated influenza, hepatitis B, inactivated or oral poliomyelitis, 
human papilloma virus, and/or MenACYW vaccines, according to local recommendations 
-- Adalat LA (nifedipine) – there are no specific safety concerns regarding nifedipine the use in 
breastfeeding. Patients should however be advised of signs of low blood pressure in the breastfed 
infant and to talk to their doctor if they have any concerns 
-- Brilique (ticagrelor) shown to increase rosuvastatin plasma concentrations when used 
concomitantly, increasing the risk of myopathy including rhabdomyolysis 
-- Elfabrio (pegunigalsidase) - alternative dose regimen of 2mg/kg body weight once every 4 weeks, 
which can be used in patients stable on an enzyme replacement therapy treatment 
-- Engerix B (hepatitis b vaccine) pre-filled syringe (adult and paediatric) - polyarteritis nodosa added 
as an ADR (unknown frequency) based on post-marketing surveillance 
-- Fintepla (fenfluramine hydrochloride) - new warnings of fenfluramine causing valvular heart disease 
and pulmonary arterial hypertension, in patients treated for Dravet syndrome or Lennox-Gastaut 
syndrome. Echocardiographic monitoring (regular, pre- and post-treatment) recommended 
-- Leustat (clabridine) injection - pregnancy and lactation added as a contraindication to use 
-- Lyrica (pregabalin) - discussion should be held with the patient prior to starting treatment, to put in 
place a strategy for ending treatment, to minimise the risk of dependence, addiction and drug 
withdrawal syndrome. Treatment should be given for the shorted possible duration 
-- Medrone (methylprednisolone) - corticosteroids may alter the effects of anticholinergics. Acute 
myopathy has occurred with high‐dose corticosteroids plus anticholinergics (e.g. neuromuscular 

blockers; NMB); they may also antagonise NMBs, likely affecting all competitive agents 
-- Nolvadex (tamoxifen) may prolong QTc interval, therefore, caution advised with concomitant use of 
other drugs known to prolong QT interval. Decreased BMD in premenopausal women added as an 
ADR (unknown frequency). Advice should be provided on measures to maintain bone health 
-- Spinraza (nusinersen) - pyrexia added as a very common ADR 
-- Suprax (cefixime) has been associated with encephalopathy risk, particularly in elderly patients and 
those with severe renal impairment or CNS disorders. If cefixime-associated encephalopathy is 
suspected discontinuation should be considered 
-- Tostran (testosterone) transdermal - application site should be fully covered to prevent accidental 
transfer of the drug to other persons & pets. Extra monitoring advised for all diabetic patients, and 
haematocrit & haemoglobin monitoring is advised for patients using SGLT-2i concomitantly 
 
Health Canada – MedEffect Notice  
- Health Product InfoWatch, May 2026 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) UK 
- Don’t let this heatwave affect your medicines: Three important tips from the MHRA - link 
 
Medsafe (New Zealand Medicines and Medical Devices Safety Authority) 
- Unapproved peptide products are illegal and potentially harmful - link 
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https://www.medsafe.govt.nz/safety/Alerts/Consumer-advisory-Unapproved-peptide-products-health-warning.asp
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MIMS monthly updates 
- Safety Related Changes; Nirmatrelvir and ritonavir (Paxlovid) is no longer contraindicated in patients 
with severe renal impairment 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- Managing peripheral oedema caused by calcium channel blockers - link 
- Using chloramphenicol during breastfeeding - updated 
- Use of injectable medicines for multiple doses - link 
 
TGA 
- Nature’s Own Glucosamine Sulfate with Chondroitin and Nature’s Own Magnesium Glycinate 
1150mg - link 
- Do your patients know the risks of unapproved medicinal cannabis products? - link 
- Benpen (benzylpenicillin sodium) injection products to be discontinued - link 
- Information about major medicine shortages – link 
 

PAPERS OF INTEREST 

Age and Ageing 
- Safety and effectiveness of strategies to deprescribe chronic benzodiazepine receptor agonist use in 
older adults: a systematic review - link 
- Efficacy and safety of denosumab, zoledronic acid and alendronate on bone mineral density and 
trabecular bone score in men with osteoporosis - link 
 
American Journal of Cardiology 
- Mortality and Morbidity Benefit After Influenza Vaccination in High Cardiovascular Risk Population: A 
Systematic Review and Meta-analysis - link 
 
American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy (AJHP)  
- Presentation and management of acute medetomidine withdrawal - link 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
- Tirzepatide Versus Intensified Conventional Care After 2 Years of Treatment in Early Type 2 
Diabetes: A Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
 
Australian Prescriber 
- Cardiovascular-kidney-metabolic (CKM) syndrome - link 
- Sodium valproate: balancing benefits and risks especially in people of childbearing potential - link 
- Emergency contraception: an overview - link 
- Diagnosis and management of irritable bowel syndrome - link 
- Stopping antidepressants: when and how - link 
- Letter: Intra-articular hyaluronic acid for osteoarthritis - link 
- Dual antihypertensive fixed-dose combinations approved for first-line use on the Pharmaceutical 
Benefits Scheme - link 
 
British Journal of Clinical Pharmacology 
- Identification of antibiotic allergies in children using prescribing patterns in the electronic medical 
record - link 
- Precision medicine in paediatrics: Progress and priorities - link 
- Supratherapeutic drug concentration triggers: A novel data-driven approach to assess their value for 
medication safety surveillance in intensive care - link 
- Evaluating a virtual paediatric adverse drug reaction clinic - link 
- Pregnancy-related effect on elexacaftor, tezacaftor and ivacaftor pharmacokinetics in women with 
cystic fibrosis - link 
- Risk of venous thromboembolism after SARS-CoV-2 vaccination—Evidence from genome-wide 
association study and population-based observational study - link 
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https://www.ebs.tga.gov.au/ebs/picmi/picmirepository.nsf/pdf?OpenAgent&id=CP-2022-PI-01049-1&d=20260604172310101
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/managing-peripheral-oedema-caused-by-calcium-channel-blockers/
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https://www.tga.gov.au/news/blog/do-your-patients-know-risks-unapproved-medicinal-cannabis-products
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https://academic.oup.com/ageing/article/55/5/afag121/8672059
https://www.ajconline.org/article/S0002-9149(26)00177-3/abstract
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https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/articles/sodium-valproate-balancing-benefits-and-risks-especially-in-people-of-childbearing-potential.html
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https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/articles/stopping-antidepressants-when-and-how.html
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/articles/intra-articular-hyaluronic-acid-for-osteoarthritis.html
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/articles/dual-antihypertensive-fixed-dose-combinations-approved-for-first-line-use-on-the-pharmaceutical-benefits-scheme.html
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- Characteristics and temporal trends of EU teratological safety signals and information dissemination 
to healthcare professionals in the Netherlands—A contribution of the ConcePTION project - link 
- Methyldopa and the risk of peripartum depression—A nationwide registry-based study - link 
 
British Journal of General Practice 
- Improving diagnosis and support for people with bipolar in primary care - link 
- Non-antibiotic interventions to prevent recurrent urinary tract infections in women: overview of 
systematic reviews of randomised controlled trials - link 
- Prediagnostic prescription patterns in pancreatic cancer: a retrospective primary care cohort study - 
link 
 
British Journal of Psychiatry 
- Prevalence of chronic kidney disease in people with severe mental illness: systematic review and 
meta-analysis - link 
 
British Medical Journal (BMJ) 
- Calcium, vitamin D, or combined supplementation to prevent fractures and falls: systematic review 
and meta-analysis - link 
- Advances in the diagnosis and management of aortic stenosis - link 
- Ebola: What you need to know and what to do about suspected cases - link 
- Peanut allergy in adults: how is treatment changing? - link 
 
BMJ Quality and Safety 
- Editorial: Are we careless about continuity of care? - link 
 
Canadian Journal of Anesthesia 
- Glucagon-like peptide-1 receptor agonists and gastric emptying time: a systematic review and meta-
analysis of prospective studies - link 
 
Circulation  
- Evolocumab in Patients with Prior Percutaneous Coronary Intervention and No Prior MI: Results 
From the VESALIUS-CV Trial - link 
- Lipoprotein(a) Levels, Risk of Cardiovascular Events and Benefit of Evolocumab: Findings From the 
VESALIUS-CV Trial - link 
- Role of Physical Activity in Obesity Treatment and Cardiometabolic Health: A Scientific Statement 
from the American Heart Association – link 
 
Cochrane  
- Pharmacological interventions for the treatment of obesity in children and adolescents - link 
- Vitamin B12 supplementation for growth, development, and cognition in children - link 
- Botulinum toxin type A for subacute/chronic neck pain - link 
- Pharmacotherapy for post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) - link 
- Steroid avoidance or withdrawal for kidney transplant recipients - link 
- Early erythropoiesis‐stimulating agents in preterm or low‐birthweight infants - link 

- Immune checkpoint inhibitors and chemotherapy versus chemotherapy for early triple‐negative 

breast cancer - link 
 
Drug and Therapeutics Bulletin 
- Dupilumab in chronic obstructive pulmonary disease - link 
- DTB select: Optimising treatment options in scabies - link 
 
European Heart Journal  
- Aspirin vs clopidogrel in chronic coronary syndromes: a meta-analysis of ethnic differences - link 
- Immune checkpoint inhibitor myocarditis: a metagenomic investigation of infectious pathogens - link 
- Dyslipidaemias in cancer patients - link 
- Preservative food additives, hypertension, & cardiovascular diseases: the NutriNet-Santé study - link 
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https://www.bmj.com/content/393/bmj.s748
https://qualitysafety.bmj.com/content/35/6/363
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12630-026-03114-6
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/abs/10.1161/CIRCULATIONAHA.126.080616
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/abs/10.1161/CIRCULATIONAHA.126.080999
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https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD015264.pub2/full
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https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/eurheartj/ehag351/8687649?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/eurheartj/ehag371/8687646?redirectedFrom=fulltext
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- Obicetrapib and lipoprotein(a) levels in patients at high cardiovascular risk: a pooled analysis of trials 
- link 
- Reproductive history, hormonal exposure, and risk of heart failure in postmenopausal women: a 
Korean nationwide study - link 
- Familial hypercholesterolaemia in children and adolescents: a European Atherosclerosis Society 
consensus statement - link 
- Pathophysiology, prevention, and management of coronary microvascular obstruction: A clinical 
consensus statement of the ESC Working Group on Coronary Pathophysiology & Microcirculation, the 
ESC Working Group on Thrombosis, and the European Association of Percutaneous Cardiovascular 
Interventions (EAPCI) of the ESC - link 
- Pulmonary embolism epidemiology: trends, risk factors, comorbidities, and clinical implications - link 
- Chimeric antigen receptor T-cell therapy and cardiovascular outcomes in US Medicare beneficiaries 
- link 
- Arrhythmias, dementia risk, and neurodegeneration: a cohort study - link 
- Optimal serum potassium concentrations in heart failure: an individual patient data meta-analysis - 
link 
- Prevention of heart failure: A scientific statement of the Heart Failure Association, the European 
Association of Preventive Cardiology, and the Association of Cardiovascular Nursing & Allied 
Professions of the ESC, and the ESC Council on Hypertension - link 
 
Internal Medicine Journal 
- Australian clinical practice guideline: diagnosis and treatment of idiopathic multicentric Castleman 
disease - link 
- Maintenance intravenous immunoglobulin in chronic inflammatory demyelinating polyneuropathy: 
trends from an Australian tertiary centre - link 
- Geographical variability in dabigatran dosing within New Zealand - link 
- Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus bloodstream infections in the Northern Territory of 
Australia 2017–2022 - link 
 
International Journal of Clinical Pharmacy 
- Fenofibrate discontinuation and the association with clinical outcomes in primary biliary cholangitis 
patients receiving combination therapy - link 
- A multi-method study of unlicensed medicine risk assessment: a cross-sectional survey of pharmacy 
procurement leads and policy analysis across NHS trusts in England - link 
- Impact of preoperative dual antiplatelet therapy vs. aspirin monotherapy on perioperative outcomes 
in carotid endarterectomy patients: a retrospective cohort study - link 
- Oral anticoagulant switching in patients with atrial fibrillation: a long-term cohort study using 
population-level administrative data - link 
 
International Journal for Quality in Health Care 
- Pharmacist-led continuity of care interventions for patients receiving oral anticancer therapy: a 
systematic review and meta-analysis - link 
- Prevalence of chemical restraint use in hospital care. A consensus and cross-sectional study - link 
 
JAMA 
- AI Drug Safety in Pregnancy - link 
- JAMA Patient Page - Gastric cancer - link ; Head and Neck Cancer – link 
- Adverse Pregnancy Outcomes and Sedentary Behaviour, Light-Intensity Physical Activity, and Daily 
Steps - link 
- Adverse Effects and Treatment Discontinuation of Blood Pressure–Lowering Drugs and 
Combinations: A Network Meta-Analysis - link 
- Adult Male Hypogonadism: A Review 
- Deprescribing Psychotropic Medications and Falls in Older Adults: A Setting-Stratified Systematic 
Review and Meta-Analysis - link 
- Adjuvant Nivolumab vs Observation in Resected Non–Small Cell Lung Cancer: A Randomized 
Clinical Trial - link  
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JAMA Internal Medicine 
- Medication Management Among Older Adults Living Alone with Cognitive Impairment - link 
 
JAMA Network Open 
- Direct Oral Anticoagulants, COX-2–Selective NSAIDs, and Gastrointestinal Bleeding in Atrial 
Fibrillation - link 
- Pharmacologic Thromboprophylaxis in Medical Inpatients: A Systematic Review and Network Meta-
Analysis - link 
 
Journal of Hypertension 
- Intensive versus routine blood pressure control in patients with type 2 diabetes: A Meta-analysis and 
Trial sequential analysis - link 
 
Lancet 
- Alzheimer's disease - link 
- Chronic kidney disease, complex conditions, and advancing therapeutics: new hope and challenges 
- link 
 
Lancet Diabetes & Endocrinology 
- Beyond weight loss: multisystem benefits of obesity medications - link 
 
Lancet Infectious Diseases 
- Key facts about the Bundibugyo virus outbreak - link 
 
Medical Journal of Australia  
- Paracetamol in Pregnancy: Uncertain Evidence, Certain Consequences - link 
- Evidence for Decreasing the Age of Atrial Fibrillation Screening for Indigenous People in Australia: A 
Systematic Review with Meta-Analysis - link 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
- Phase 3 Results of Bepirovirsen Treatment for Chronic Hepatitis B Virus Infection - link 
- First-Line Sunvozertinib in NSCLC with EGFR Exon 20 Insertion Mutations - link 
- Leishmaniasis - link 
- Daraxonrasib or Chemotherapy in Previously Treated Metastatic Pancreatic Cancer - link 
- Teclistamab in Multiple Myeloma with One to Three Previous Lines of Therapy - link 
- Zanidatamab with and without Tislelizumab in HER2-Positive Gastroesophageal Cancer - link 
- PARP and Androgen-Signaling Inhibition plus ADT in Metastatic Prostate Cancer - link 
- Perioperative Apalutamide in High-Risk Localized Prostate Cancer - link 
- Selpercatinib in Early-Stage RET Fusion–Positive Non–Small-Cell Lung Cancer - link 
- Obexelimab for the Treatment of IgG4-Related Disease - link 
 
Prescrire International 
- Jun 2026 issue – includes In-utero exposure to lamotrigine: better elucidated consequences - link 
 

CONSULTATIONS  

Pharmacy Board of Australia 
- Consultation opens on proposed national standard for pharmacy prescribing – closes 15 June 2026 
- link 
 
TGA 
- Consultation: Proposed amendments to the Poisons Standard - ACMS and Joint ACMS-ACCS 
meetings - July 2026 - closes 30 June 2026 - link 
 

WEBINARS & PODCASTS 

Australian Prescriber Podcasts 
- E215 | Vitamin B12 deficiency: testing and treatment 
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

Advanced Pharmacy Australia 
- Medicines Management MM2026, 22-24 October 2026, Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre - 
Abstract submissions close 11:59pm AEST Tuesday 9 June 2026 – Early Bird registration now open 
 
 
 
Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- Save the date – NMS 2026, exploring the topic of 'Medicines Stewardship'- Wednesday, 11 
November 2026 - link 
 
FIP 
- Pharmacists and patient safety: Building safer care with patients, online 30 June 2026, 15:00-16:30 
CEST - register 
 

TAG Mail – resources list     21 May 2026 

NSW TAG ACTIVITIES 

RELEVANT ITEMS from the last TAG General Member Meeting 
DTC Pharmacist Position Discussion  
Members willing to share their DTC or QUM pharmacist position descriptions (including business 
cases where available) should provide them to the Executive Officer (EO). Multiple positions that 
collectively support the DTC function can be submitted together. The collated material will be 
reviewed and discussed at the next meeting, with a view to identifying key elements of a 
contemporary, fit-for-purpose role. Please send by COB 30th May 2026. 
 
TAG Mail 
MEMBERS’ PICKS section added to TAG Mail and members are invited to contribute new articles 
that they think other members will find useful/interesting. Please email Sasha your contributions. 
 
Searching Cumulative TAG Mail listings: Remember to search Cumulative TAG Mail listings, which 
are collated in 6 months batches from 2023. These cumulative listings are useful to survey whenever 
you have a medicine or condition you wish to explore as TAG mail covers the grey literature as well 
as the traditional academic literature. Just ‘Control F’ relevant terms to search for your query. 
 
We always welcome feedback about TAG Mail- the positives and the negatives. 

 
Upcoming NSW TAG meeting dates 
NSW TAG Management Committee Meeting: 4th June 2026 1-2pm 
NSW TAG General members’ Meeting: 18th June 2026 12-1pm 
Contact Sasha Bennett at sasha.bennett@svha.org.au for information about any email 
discussions, publications or upcoming meetings.  
 

EDITOR’S PICKS 

BJCP: A scoping review of quality prescribing indicators, rules and criteria for primary care - link 
BJCP: Advanced therapy medicinal products (ATMPs) – Analysis of the global regulatory status - link 
BJCP: Practical dose ranges supporting target vancomycin exposure with AUC-guided dosing in 
overweight and obese patients: link 
BJCP: ACKR1/Duffy-null genotype testing for clozapine- link 
BJP: Experimental evaluation of guideline-recommended pharmaceutical manipulations for hyperbolic 
tapering of psychiatric drugs - link 
BMJ: Ambiguous guideline recommendations harm patient care - link 
Circ: AHA Secondary Prevention After Coronary Artery Bypass Graft Surgery: 2026 Update - link 
Deloitte: Navigating the GLP-1 boom: Measuring the return from pharmaceutical innovation - link 
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EHJ: Blinded withdrawal of randomized low-dose digoxin or placebo in patients with HF- link 
EHJ: Guideline-recommended medical therapy efficacy according to use of digoxin- link 
EJHP: Optimising drug therapy and patient safety in patients with ileostomy - link 
HSSIB UK: Safety and quality in healthcare: why the distinction is important - link 
IMJ: SGLT2 inhibitors in patients admitted to a tertiary health service with HFrEF- link 
IMJ: Association between antipsychotics prior to and in the ED and their longer-term impacts in older 
adults with acute agitation - link 
IMJ: Immune checkpoint inhibitor cardiomyotoxicity and clinical management algorithm - link 
IJCP: Barriers and facilitators for the implementation of medication safety recommendations - link 
IJQHC: The psychometric properties of medication-related quality indicators in RACHs - link 
IJQHC: Anticholinergic burden and quality of life - link 
MDPI: Entrustable Professional Activities for Pharmacists Carrying Out Medication Management 
Reviews - link 
MDPI: Recognizing & Mitigating the Effects of Medication on Heat-Related Illness in Older Adults- link 
MJA: Deprescribing in Older People: A Clinical Practice Guideline Summary - link 
MJA: Uptake & Costs of the 60-Day Dispensing Policy for Antihypertensives in Australia- link 
MJA: Cost-Effectiveness of Donanemab for Early Alzheimer Disease in Australia - link 
Nature Med: Data-driven prioritization of high-risk individuals for weight loss interventions - link 
Paed: Maternal RSV Vaccination, Infant Nirsevimab, or Both - link 

P’therapy: Cancer Treatment Modalities and Female Fertility Preservation - link 

P’therapy: Predictors and Clinical Outcomes of Long-Term Opioid Therapy in Older Adults - link 
SPS NHS UK: Using the Medicines Compliance Aid Stability Tool - link 
SPS NHS UK: Embedding medication safety improvement within an organisation - link 
 

OTHER NEWS 

Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- New national 'Sip Til Send' guidance – available now - link 
- Priorities for digitally enabled care – a future roadmap - link 
 
NSW Health 
- Management of occupational exposures to blood borne viruses in NSW Health settings 
(PD2026_026) 
- Clinical Handover of Patient Care (PD2026_021) 
- SN:011/26 Updated: Safe use of IV magnesium sulfate heptahydrate pre-mixed solutions in 
maternity services 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – AUSTRALIA 

Australian Government Department of Health 
- Winter vaccinations are your best preparation – Health professional fact sheet 
 
Australian Institute for Health and Welfare (AIHW)  
- National palliative care measures – update 
- Palliative care services in Australia – update 
- Hypertension in Australia - link 
 
MIMS monthly updates 
- New Products 
-- Elacestrant (dihydrochloride) (Orserdu) as monotherapy, for postmenopausal women, and men, 
with ER-positive, human epidermal growth factor receptor 2-negative, locally advanced or metastatic 
breast cancer with an activating ESR1 mutation who have disease progression following at least one 
line of endocrine therapy including a CDK 4/6 inhibitor 
 -- Fruquintinib (Fruzaqla) for adults with metastatic colorectal cancer who have been previously 
treated with fluoropyrimidine-, oxaliplatin-, and irinotecan-based chemotherapy, an anti-VEGF agent, 
and an anti-epidermal growth factor receptor agent if appropriate 
 -- Lebrikizumab (Ebglyss) for adult and adolescent patients (12 years of age and older) with 
moderate to severe atopic dermatitis who are candidates for systemic therapy 
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 -- Tirbanibulin (Klisyri) for the topical field treatment of non-hyperkeratotic, non-hypertrophic actinic 
keratosis of the face or scalp in adults. Klisyri is contraindicated during pregnancy or in women of 
childbearing potential not using contraception. Pregnancy should be excluded before treating women 
of childbearing potential with Klisyri 
- New Presentations 
-- Calcipotriol (monohydrate) and betamethasone (dipropionate) (Actobet 50/500) is now available as 
a gel containing calcipotriol 0.005% and betamethasone 0.05% in a 60 g tube 
-- Glycopyrronium bromide (Axhidrox) is now available as a cream for the topical treatment of 
confirmed severe primary axillary hyperhidrosis in adults. It is contraindicated in medical conditions 
that can be exacerbated by the anticholinergic effect of Axhidrox (e.g. glaucoma, paralytic ileus, 
unstable cardiovascular status in acute hemorrhage, severe ulcerative colitis, toxic megacolon 
complicating ulcerative colitis, myasthenia gravis, Sjögren syndrome autonomic neuropathy, and 
patients with coronary artery disease, congestive heart failure, cardiac arrhythmias, hypertension or 
hyperthyroidism since an increase in heart rate may occur). Axhidrox cream contains glycopyrronium 
1% and is available in a 50 g pump bottle 
- New Indications 
-- Acalabrutinib (maleate monohydrate) (Calquence) as monotherapy patients with chronic 
lymphocytic leukaemia (CLL)/small lymphocytic lymphoma (SLL) who have received at least one prior 
therapy; as monotherapy or in combination with obinutuzumab for the treatment of patients with 
previously untreated CLL/SLL; in combination with venetoclax with or without obinutuzumab for the 
treatment of patients with previously untreated CLL/SLL 
 -- Atropine sulfate (Eikance) as a treatment to slow the progression of myopia when initiated in 
children aged from 4 to 14 years. Atropine treatment may be initiated in children when myopia 
progresses ≥ 0.5 D or axial length increase of 0.2 mm per year 
 -- Finerenone (Kerendia) in adults with symptomatic heart failure with LVEF ≥ 40% 
 -- Glecaprevir and pibrentasvir (Maviret) now indicated for the treatment of adult and paediatric 
patients 3 years and older with acute hepatitis C virus (HCV) genotype (GT) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, or 6 infection 
with or without compensated cirrhosis. This includes patients with HCV GT1 infection who were 
previously treated with either a regimen of an NS5A inhibitor or with an NS3/4A protease inhibitor but 
not both classes of inhibitors 
-- Onasemnogene abeparvovec (Zolgensma) for paediatric patients with 5q spinal muscular atrophy 
with bi-allelic mutations in the survival motor neuron 1 (SMN1) gene with 3 or fewer copies of the 
SMN2 gene 
-- Pembrolizumab (rch) (Keytruda) for adults with resectable locally advanced head and neck 
squamous cell cancer whose tumours express programmed cell death-ligand 1 with a Combined 
Positive Score ≥ 1, as determined by a validated test, as a single agent as neoadjuvant treatment, 
continued as adjuvant treatment in combination with radiotherapy with or without cisplatin and then as 
a single agent 
-- Semaglutide (Wegovy FlexTouch) now indicated (with provisional approval) for the treatment of 
non-cirrhotic metabolic dysfunction-associated steatohepatitis in adults with moderate to advanced 
liver fibrosis (consistent with stages F2 to F3 fibrosis) 
 
TGA 
- Database of section 19A approvals to import and supply medicines to address medicine shortages 
- AusPARs:  
-- Audenz (influenza virus haemagglutinin) for active immunisation against influenza A in persons 
from 6 months of age and older in an officially declared pandemic 
-- Blenrep (Belantamab mafodotin) for relapsed or refractory multiple myeloma in combination with 
bortezomib and dexamethasone in patients who have received prior therapy and in combination with 
pomalidomide and dexamethasone 
-- Celldemic for active immunisation against the H5 subtype of Influenza A virus in persons from 6 
months of age and older. Celldemic should be used in accordance with official recommendations 
-- Ekterly (sebetralstat) for hereditary angioedema attacks caused by C1 inhibitor deficiency or 
dysfunction in patients aged 12 years and older 
- Australian prescription medicine decision summaries: 
-- Filsuvez (birch bark dry extract - 84-95% triterpenes) for partial-thickness wounds of the skin 
associated with dystrophic and junctional epidermolysis bullosa (EB) in patients 6 months and older 
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-- Niktimvo (axatilimab) for chronic graft-versus host disease (cGVHD).  
-- Orserdu (elacestrant) for advanced breast cancer in postmenopausal women, and men 
-- Qalsody provisionally approved for adults with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) associated with a 
mutation in the superoxide dismutase 1 (SOD1) gene. ALS is a type of motor neurone disease (MND) 
-- Redemplo (plozasiran) as an adjunct to diet to reduce triglyceride levels for adult patients with 
familial chylomicronaemia syndrome (FCS) 
-- Zynlonta (loncastuximab tesirine) for adults with relapsed or refractory diffuse large B-cell 
lymphoma (DLBCL) after two or more lines of systemic therapy 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – INTERNATIONAL  

British National Formulary 
- May BNF + BNFC knowledge updates 
 
Deloitte 
- Navigating the GLP-1 boom: Measuring the return from pharmaceutical innovation - link 
 
electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- New products 
-- Alzakt (rivastigmine) transdermal patches, 4.6mg/24 hours and 9.5mg/24 hours, for symptomatic 
treatment of mild to moderately severe Alzheimer's dementia 
-- Enflonsia (clesrovimab) 105 mg/0.7 ml pre-filled syringe for prevention of RSV lower respiratory 
tract disease in neonates and infants during their first RSV season in accordance with official 
recommendations. Recommended dose is 105 mg administered as a single 0.7 mL IM injection. 
-- Prothromplex TOTAL (human prothrombin complex) 1500 IU Powder and solvent for solution for 
injection. Complex of factors II, VII, IX, X is licensed for the treatment of bleeding, and perioperative 
bleeding prophylaxis in acquired prothrombin complex deficiency & congenital vitamin K-dependent 
factor deficiency, when specific concentrate unavailable. 
-- Rebrikel (buprenorphine) 15 microgram/hour transdermal patches for non-malignant pain of 
moderate intensity when an opioid is necessary for obtaining adequate analgesia in adults; they are 
not suitable for the treatment of acute pain. Replace every 7 days. 
-- Tryngolza (olezarsen sodium) 80 mg pre-filled pen as an adjunct to diet in adults for the treatment 
of genetically confirmed familial chylomicronemia syndrome. Administered subcut once a month. 
-- Zyogreen (indocyanine green) 2.5 mg/ml solution for injection, a fluorescent diagnostic dye for use 
in oncology, ophthalmic angiography, liver function and cardiac, circulatory and micro-circulatory 
diagnostics. Dose and method of administration vary depending on reason for use. 
- New indications 
-- Aspaveli (pegcetacoplan) for adult and adolescent patients with C3 glomerulopathy or primary 
immune-complex membranoproliferative glomerulonephritis 
-- Imfinzi (durvalumab) - use in combination with FLOT chemotherapy as neoadjuvant treatment, 
followed by adjuvant monotherapy, for the treatment of adults with resectable gastric or 
gastro‐oesophageal junction adenocarcinoma 

-- Keytruda (pembrolizumab) for resectable locally advanced head & neck squamous cell carcinoma 
as neoadjuvant treatment, then as adjuvant treatment with radiation ± cisplatin, then as monotherapy 
in adults whose tumours express PD-L1 with CPS ≥1, and as neoadjuvant treatment, and then 
continued after radical cystectomy as adjuvant treatment, for adults with resectable muscle invasive 
bladder cancer ineligible for cisplatin-containing chemotherapy 
-- Padcev (enfortumab vedotin) use in combination with pembrolizumab, as neoadjuvant treatment 
and then continued after radical cystectomy as adjuvant treatment, in adult patients with resectable 
muscle invasive bladder cancer who are ineligible for cisplatin‐containing chemotherapy 

-- Steqeyma (ustekinumab) for moderately to severely active Crohn's disease in paediatric patients 
weighing at least 40 kg, who have had an inadequate response to, or were intolerant to either 
conventional or biologic therapy 
 
European Medicines Agency (EMA) 
- EMA welcomes political agreement on Critical Medicines Act - link 
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Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- New Drug approvals 
-- atezolizumab for adjuvant treatment of muscle invasive bladder cancer in patients with molecular 
residual disease - link 
-- Baxfendy (baxdrostat) for hypertension in combination with other antihypertensive drugs 
-- Beqalzi (sonrotoclax) to treat adults with relapsed or refractory mantle cell lymphoma after at least 
two lines of systemic therapy, including a Bruton’s tyrosine kinase inhibitor - letter 
-- oral combination of decitabine and cedazuridine tablets with venetoclax for newly diagnosed acute 
myeloid leukemia - link 
-- dextromethorphan and bupropion (Auvelity®) for agitation associated with dementia due to 
Alzheimer’s Disease - link 
-- two separate indications for fam-trastuzumab deruxtecan-nxki in HER2-positive early-stage breast 
cancer - link 
-- ocrelizumab for Pediatric Relapsing MS - link 
-- first interchangeable biosimilars to Simponi and Simponi Aria (golimumab) to treat rheumatoid 
arthritis and ulcerative colitis - link 
-- accelerated approval to sonrotoclax for relapsed or refractory mantle cell lymphoma - link 
-- Veppanu (Vepdegestrant) for adults with estrogen receptor (ER)-positive, human epidermal growth 
factor receptor 2 (HER2)-negative, ESR1-mutated advanced or metastatic breast cancer, as detected 
by an FDA-authorized test, with disease progression following at least one line of endocrine therapy 
-- zenocutuzumab-zbco for advanced, unresectable or metastatic cholangiocarcinoma - link 
- New indications 
-- Expands Vyvgart (efgartigimod) approval to all adults with gMG 
 
Health Services Safety Investigation Body UK 
- Safety and quality in healthcare: why the distinction is important - link 
- Investigation report — Insulin: supporting safe self-administration for patients in the community with 
a disability - link 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) 
- Approves linerixibat (Lynavoy) for itch due to biliary tract disease - link 
- Approves donidalorsen (Dawnzera) for hereditary angioedema - link 
- Approves beremagene geperpavec (Vyjuvek®) for dystrophic epidermolysis bullosa (DEB) from birth 
- link 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) UK  
- Decline in use of short acting beta agonist (SABA) inhalers as use of ‘anti-inflammatory reliever’ 
(AIR) and ‘maintenance and reliever therapy’ (MART) inhalers increases following publication of 
BTS/NICE/SIGN asthma guideline - link 
- Fenofibrate and progression of retinopathy in adults with diabetes: the randomised placebo-
controlled LENS trial - link 
- Neonatal infection: antibiotics for prevention and treatment (NG195) 
- Acne vulgaris: management – updated (NG198) 
- Digital technologies to support self-management of asthma: early-use assessment (HTG778) 
- Encorafenib with binimetinib for treating BRAF V600E mutation-positive advanced non-small-cell 
lung cancer (TA1150) 
- Semaglutide for reducing the risk of major adverse cardiovascular events in people with 
cardiovascular disease and overweight or obesity (TA1152) 
- Zanidatamab for treating HER2-positive advanced biliary tract cancer after 1 or more lines of 
systemic treatment (TA1153) 
- Rozanolixizumab for treating antibody-positive generalised myasthenia gravis (TA1155) 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Research (NIHR) 
- Effects and costs of a group-based educational intervention to reduce opioid use in people with 
chronic pain: I-WOTCH RCT - link 
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- Comparing the effectiveness, cost-effectiveness and implementation of low-dose oral modified 
release morphine in people with chronic breathlessness: a synopsis of a RCT and process evaluation 
- link 
 
Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health 
- Safe and effective dose management in electronic prescribing and medicines administration 
systems - link 
 
Scottish Intercollegiate Guideline Network (SIGN) UK 
- Pharmacological management of migraine: updated guideline (SIGN 155) 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- Benztropine injection for acute dystonic reactions - link 
- Using the Medicines Compliance Aid Stability Tool - link 
 
UK Health Security Agency 
- Doxycycline post-exposure prophylaxis (DoxyPEP): monitoring and evaluation - link 
 

MEDICATION SAFETY 

electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- Revised SPCs 
-- Altuvoct (efanesoctocog alfa) - hypersensitivity warning to include guidance on how to manage 
hypersensitivity reaction and counselling for patients to identify early signs of hypersensitivity, and 
Factor VIII inhibition as a new ADR, with a frequency differentiated as uncommon in previously 
treated patients, and very common in previously untreated patients 
-- Avastin (bevavizumab) - hyaline occlusive glomerular microangiopathy included as an ADR 
(frequency not known) 
-- CosmoCol (macrogol 3350, potassium chloride, sodium chloride, sodium hydrogen carbonate) 
powder for oral solution – all flavours - now been updated to state that other medicines should not be 
taken orally for one hour before, during and for one hour after taking CosmoCol 
- Entresto (sacubitril, valsartan) film-coated tablets and granules in capsules for opening – all 
strengths - updated with data from the paediatric PANORAMA‐HF OLE study, showing a safety profile 

similar to adults. Safety data in those aged 1 month to <1 year are limited; data are also limited in 
paediatric patients with moderate hepatic or moderate to severe renal impairment 
-- Itovebi (inavolisib) - posology recommendations for patients with severe renal impairment updated, 
based on results of a study investigating the effect of moderate to severe renal impairment on 
pharmacokinetics, safety and tolerability of a single dose 
-- Lamzede (velmanase alfa) - infusion related reactions added as an ADR of unknown frequency 
-- Lantus (insulin glargine) SoloStar - overdose section now advises that more severe episodes with 
coma, seizure, or neurologic impairment may be treated with glucagon or concentrated IV glucose. 
Sustained carbohydrate intake & observation may be necessary as hypoglycaemia may recur after 
apparent clinical recovery 
-- Leustat (cladribine) subcutaneous. Correction of timeframe given to not father a child after the last 
dose of Leustat subcutaneous from 3 to 6 months 
-- Loqtorzi (toripalimab) - not to co-infuse other medicines via the same line. The risk of immune-
mediated ADRs may be increased in people with pre-existing autoimmune disease (AID); flares of the 
underlying AID were frequent, but the majority were mild & manageable 
-- Loritax (loperamide) - abuse or misuse of loperamide described; upon stopping following abuse or 
misuse, withdrawal symptoms can occur. In symptoms of overdose, monitor ECG for QT interval 
prolongation; if CNS overdose symptoms occur, naloxone can be used as an antidote 
-- Mircera (methoxy polyethylene glycol-epoetin beta) pre-filled syringe - Roche no longer offers free 
anti-erythropoietin antibody (AEAB) testing service. If pure red cell aplasia (PRCA) is suspected, 
clinicians should arrange AEAB testing via alternative diagnostic routes 
-- Myfortic (mycophenolic acid as mycophenolate sodium) - ‘anaphylactic reactions’ included as ADRs 
of unknown frequency 
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-- Nexplanon (etonogestrel) implant for subdermal use can now be left in place for contraception for 
five years; the implant releases 15-20 µg/day of etonogestrel at the end of the fifth year 
-- Opdualag (nivolumab, relatlimab) - cases of Myocarditis-Myositis-Myasthenia Gravis Overlap 
Syndrome (presenting as an overlap of either two or all three conditions), some with fatal outcome, 
reported; management in terms of Opdualg dosing is given, depending on grade of presentation 
-- Otezla (apremilast) - associated with an increased risk of psychiatric disorders such as insomnia, 
anxiety, altered mood, and depression. Anxiety and altered mood added as ADRs 
-- Rifinah (isoniazid, rifampicin) and Rifater (isoniazid, rifampicin, pyrazinamide) - severe cutaneous 
ADRs (unknown frequency), which can be life-threatening/fatal, have been reported: toxic epidermal 
necrolysis, Stevens-Johnson syndrome, acute generalized exanthematous pustulosis. Advice 
provided on signs, symptoms, monitoring & management 
-- Roaccutane (isotretinoin) - educational material section added to SPC advising that the Marketing 
Authorisation Holder will provide information to reinforce warnings on teratogenicity of isotretinoin, 
provide advice on contraception and guidance on the need for pregnancy testing 
-- Solu-Cortef (hydrocortisone sodium succinate) - new warning suggests high dose usage could 
cause long term generalised acute myopathy (ocular & respiratory), creatinine kinase rise, 
rhabdomyolysis & quadriparesis. Higher risks for patients with neuromuscular transmission disorders 
or receiving concomitant anticholinergics 
-- STRIVIT D3 (cholecalciferol) - orlistat may potentially impair the absorption of cholecalciferol, as it is 
fat-soluble 
-- Tecartus (brexucabtagene autoleucel) – treatment may lead to secondary malignancies, including 
those of T-cell and myeloid origin. Cases have been reported within weeks and up to several years 
following administration; life-long monitoring is required 
-- Tegretol (carbamazepine) – ‘fixed drug eruption’ and ‘generalised bullous fixed drug eruption’ 
added as ADRs of unknown frequency 
-- Toujeo (insulin glargine), SoloStar and DoubleStar - new warning advised severe hypoglycaemia 
with coma, seizure or neurological impairment should be treated with glucagon or concentrated IV 
glucose. Post-recovery monitoring and sustained carbohydrate intake is advised, as hypoglycaemia 
may recur after apparent clinical recovery 
-- Tyruko (natalizumab) - new observational data confirming switching to natalizumab from fingolimod, 
dimethyl fumarate or teriflunomide does not increase progressive multifocal leukoencephalopathy risk, 
compared to switching from beta interferon or glatiramer acetate 
-- Vaborem (meropenem trihydrate, vaborbactam) - rhabdomyolysis reported with the use of 
meropenem. If signs or symptoms of rhabdomyolysis are observed, it should be discontinued and 
appropriate therapy initiated 
-- Valcyte (valganciclovir) - dosing of paediatric solid organ transplant patients is individualised based 
on renal function plus body surface area. Powder for oral solution updated with information on 
benzoate content; benzoates may increase jaundice in newborns (up to 4 weeks old) 
-- Veklury (remdesivir) - for patients ≥4 weeks old (weighing ≥3kg but <40kg) who don't require 
supplemental oxygen and at increased risk for progressing to severe COVID-19, treatment should be 
daily for 3 days, starting as soon as possible after diagnosis and within 7 days of onset 
- Risk minimisation materials 
-- Alzakt (rivastigmine) 4.6 mg/24 h transdermal patch - card providing instructions for use and a 
patient diary covers how and where to apply the patches, and instructions on how to complete the 
record sheet 
-- blinatumomab (Blincyto) - interactive website version of the Nurse’s Guide providing further 
information about how to minimise/prevent neurologic events including immune effector cell-
associated neurotoxicity syndrome associated with its use 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- Warns of secondary blood cancer risk with Tazverik - link 
 
Health Canada – MedEffect Notice  
- Health Product InfoWatch, April 2026 includes 
-- Safety brief: Falsely elevated digoxin levels with the chemiluminescent microparticle immunoassay 
test method in patients receiving enzalutamide treatment 
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ISMP Canada – Safety Bulletins 
- Fatal Outcome with Sodium Phosphate Enemas - link 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) UK 
- MHRA Safety Roundup: April 2026 
- Nasal decongestant sprays and drops containing xylometazoline hydrochloride / oxymetazoline 
hydrochloride: increased risk of rebound congestion, rhinitis medicamentosa, and tachyphylaxis with 
overuse - link 
- Finasteride and Dutasteride – updated safety warnings for psychiatric side effects and sexual 
dysfunction - link 
 
MIMS monthly updates 
- New Contraindications 
-- Ephedrine hydrochloride (Ephedrine Hydrochloride Juno) in patients with coronary thrombosis 
-- Estradiol (hemihydrate) and dydrogesterone (Femoston 1/10 Tablets, Femoston 2/10 Tablets, 
Femoston-Conti) in patients with meningioma or history of meningioma 
-- Fluoxetine (Zactin) in combination with metoprolol used in cardiac failure 
-- Lopinavir/Ritonavir (Kaletra) and Ritonavir (Norvir) for concomitant use with suzetrigine 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- SPS Medication safety update – April 2026 
- Embedding medication safety improvement within an organisation - link 
- Embedding the safer use of insulin - link 
- Switching doxazosin XL tablets to doxazosin standard tablets – update 
 
TGA 
- Tranexamic acid: risk of serious adverse events after inadvertent spinal administration - link 
- Warning on the risks of importing unapproved peptide products - link 
- Updates to the Prescribing Medicines in Pregnancy database - May 2026 
- Information about major medicine shortages – link 
-- intravenous (IV) fluids - link ; Intravenous (IV) fluids supply is stable - link 
-- Pegasys (peginterferon alfa-2a) injection - link 
-- Bicillin L-A (benzathine benzylpenicillin tetrahydrate) prefilled syringe for injection - link 
-- cyclophosphamide and ifosfamide injection - link 
-- Catapres (clonidine) 150 mcg tablets - link 
-- methylphenidate hydrochloride products - link 
 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
- Medical Product Alert N°1/2026: Substandard ACCUPAQUE (Iohexol), OMNIPAQUE (Iohexol) and 
VISIPAQUE (Iodixanol) - link 
 

PAPERS OF INTEREST 

American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy (AJHP)  
- Temporal and agent-level trends in opioid prescribing for patients with severe sickle cell disease - 
link 
 
American Journal of Hematology 
- Comparative Effectiveness of Oral Anticoagulants and Home Time After Venous Thromboembolism 
in Frail and Non-Frail Older Adults - link 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
- Effectiveness and Tolerability of Pharmacologic Prophylaxis for Chronic Migraine: A Systematic 
Review of Randomized Controlled Trials - link 
- Low-Volume Polyethylene Glycol for Bowel Preparation in Hospitalized Adults: A Multicenter 
Randomized Trial - link 
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Annals of Rheumatic Diseases 
- Efficacy of synthetic and biological DMARDs: a systematic literature review informing the 2025 
update of the EULAR recommendations for the management of rheumatoid arthritis - link 
 
Arthritis & Rheumatology 
- Increased Risk of Intrahepatic Cholestasis of Pregnancy in SLE Women Exposed to Azathioprine - 
link 
 
British Journal of Clinical Pharmacology 
- Concentration dependency of an acyl glucuronide metabolite in eltrombopag-induced hepatotoxicity: 
Role of UGT1A1 genotype - link 
- Evaluating the (comparative) safety profile of the novel oral polio vaccine type 2 using individual 
case safety reports in VigiBase - link 
- Multifactorial attribution for vancomycin-associated acute kidney injury - link 
- The interplay between molecular architecture, pharmacology, and suspected adverse drug reactions 
associated with nonsteroidal androgen antagonists in the United Kingdom - link 
- A scoping review of quality prescribing indicators, rules and criteria for primary care - link 
- Advanced therapy medicinal products (ATMPs) – An analysis of the global regulatory status - link 
- Patients on statins with elevated transaminases: Frequency of follow-up creatine kinase testing and 
gastroenterology referral - link 
- Impact of empiric potassium supplementation on mortality, sudden cardiac arrest and stroke in 
furosemide initiators - link 
- Metabolomic investigation of cisplatin-induced acute kidney injury in paediatric cancer patients - link 
- Practical dose ranges supporting target vancomycin exposure with AUC-guided dosing in 
overweight and obese patients: A multicentre retrospective study - link 
- Lack of improvement after short-term topical antistaphylococcal endolysin SA.100 therapy in 
patients with mild-to-moderate atopic dermatitis: Results from a randomized, vehicle-controlled trial - 
link 
- Exploring new avenues: Psychedelic-assisted therapy for young people - link 
- Adverse events in bedaquiline- and pretomanid-based regimens for drug-resistant tuberculosis from 
trial, implementation and pharmacovigilance studies - link 
- ACKR1/Duffy-null genotype testing for clozapine: A guideline developed by the UK Centre of 
Excellence in Regulatory Science and Innovation in Pharmacogenomics (CERSI-PGx) - link 
 
British Journal of General Practice 
- Impact of Treatment Duration on the Effectiveness of Opioid Analgesia: A Systematic Review and 
Meta-Analysis - link 
- Point-of-care biomarkers or laboratory-based tests to reduce antibiotic prescribing for COPD 
exacerbations in primary care: a literature review and meta-analysis - link 
 
British Journal of Psychiatry 
- Understanding ADHD identity and preferred terminology for adults with ADHD in the UK: 
associations with medication use, well-being and mental health - link 
- Lithium: challenges of being king - link 
- Experimental evaluation of guideline-recommended pharmaceutical manipulations for hyperbolic 
tapering of psychiatric drugs - link 
- Pharmacological augmentation for people with treatment-resistant depression - link 
 
British Medical Journal (BMJ) 
- Benzodiazepine or Z-hypnotic use during pregnancy and risk of psychiatric disorders in children: 
population based cohort study - link 
- Management of paracetamol (acetaminophen) toxicity - link 
- Clinician in the loop: a flawed solution for AI oversight - link 
- Aluminium adjuvants in vaccines and potential health effects: systematic review - link 
- Efficacy of dual antiplatelet therapy for three months versus 12 months after coronary artery bypass 
grafting: multicentre, double blinded, randomised controlled trial - link 

mailto:nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au
https://ard.eular.org/article/S0003-4967(26)00206-2/fulltext
https://acrjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/art.70208
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70585
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70580
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70592
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70569
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70591
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70596
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70581
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/bcp.70584
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70587
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70594
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70608
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70579
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70541
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70576
https://bjgp.org/content/early/2026/05/06/BJGP.2025.0705
https://bjgp.org/content/early/2026/05/06/BJGP.2025.0593
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/the-british-journal-of-psychiatry/article/understanding-adhd-identity-and-preferred-terminology-for-adults-with-adhd-in-the-uk-associations-with-medication-use-wellbeing-and-mental-health/5734C21E12AFF9A8835B4EE9EE16ECE4
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/the-british-journal-of-psychiatry/article/lithium-challenges-of-being-king/EE9CD74362BF7E10A54B8B7BBAE14026
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/the-british-journal-of-psychiatry/article/abs/experimental-evaluation-of-guidelinerecommended-pharmaceutical-manipulations-for-hyperbolic-tapering-of-psychiatric-drugs/289DA2202EE60F9448CFAE6E4518601C
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/the-british-journal-of-psychiatry/article/pharmacological-augmentation-for-people-with-treatmentresistant-depression/7BF4ABF98546D2BAC6ECE97268321A59
https://www.bmj.com/content/393/bmj-2025-088671
https://www.bmj.com/content/393/bmj-2025-085033
https://www.bmj.com/content/393/bmj-2025-089213
https://www.bmj.com/content/393/bmj-2025-088921
https://www.bmj.com/content/393/bmj-2025-088939


Advancing quality use of medicines in NSW public hospitals and the wider community since 1988 
Ph: 0407418 072 ｜Email: nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au 
An initiative of NSW clinical pharmacologists & pharmacists 
ABN: 82 707 308 091 
 

- Prophylactic tranexamic acid for the prevention of postpartum haemorrhage in women with placenta 
praevia: multicentre, double blind, randomised, placebo controlled, phase 3 trial - link 
- Ambiguous guideline recommendations harm patient care - link 
- PCOS name change to PMOS must be managed to avoid confusing patients, says expert - link 
- Ebola: WHO declares public health emergency as strain with no vaccine kills 100 in Democratic 
Republic of the Congo and Uganda - link 
 
BMJ Medicine 
- Fragility fracture, atypical femoral fracture, and osteonecrosis of jaw after bisphosphonate 
prescription for three and five years, based on primary and secondary care data in England: nested 
case-control and cohort studies - link 
 
Canadian Medical Association Journal (CMAJ) 
- Risk of congenital anomalies among infants of patients with endometriosis: a population-based 
cohort study - link 
 
Circulation  
- Secondary Prevention After Coronary Artery Bypass Graft Surgery: 2026 Update: A Scientific 
Statement from the American Heart Association - link 
- Vascular Aging - link 
- Prehospital Heparin Administration in Patients with STEMI Undergoing Primary PCI: HEPARIN-
STEMI Randomized Controlled Trial - link 
 
Cochrane  
- Perioperative use of disease‐modifying anti‐rheumatic drugs (DMARDs) in people with inflammatory 

arthritis - link 
- Topical immunosuppressants for blepharitis in adults - link 
- Pharmacological interventions for the treatment of obesity in children and adolescents - link 
- Pharmacological treatments for Friedreich ataxia - link 
- CFTR modulator monotherapy for people with cystic fibrosis with class II CFTR gene variants (most 
commonly F508del) - link 
 
Drug and Therapeutics Bulletin 
- DTB Select: Statin labelling may overstate adverse events - link 
- AIR and MART approach to asthma treatment - link 
 
European Heart Journal  
- Direct oral anticoagulants vs warfarin in Asian vs non-Asian patients with atrial fibrillation: a patient-
level meta-analysis from COMBINE AF - link 
- Blinded withdrawal of randomized treatment with low-dose digoxin or placebo in patients with heart 
failure: the DECISION trial - link 
- Digitoxin in heart failure with reduced ejection fraction according to atrial fibrillation status: the 
DIGIT-HF trial - link 
- Guideline-recommended medical therapy efficacy according to use of digoxin: RALES, EMPHASIS-
HF, PARADIGM-HF, and DAPA-HF trials - link 
- Blood pressure variability and cardiovascular events in high-risk individuals: individual patient data 
analysis of SPRINT and ACCORD trials - link 
 
European Journal of Hospital Pharmacy  
- Digitising controlled substance accountability: implementation and use of a dashboard-based 
monitoring system in an university hospital - link 
- Optimising drug therapy and patient safety in patients with ileostomy: development and evaluation of 
a structured medication analysis approach - link 
 
Internal Medicine Journal 
- Comparative systematic review of coronary artery calcium scoring guidelines: CSANZ versus 
ACC/AHA and ESC recommendations - link 
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- Editorial: Glucagon-like peptide-1 agonists for treating substance use disorders: ready for clinical 
use? - link 
- Prescription patterns of SGLT2 inhibitors in patients admitted to a tertiary health service with heart 
failure with reduced ejection fraction: an opportunity to improve - link 
- A retrospective cohort study on the association between antipsychotics prior to and in the 
emergency department and their longer-term impacts in older adults with acute agitation - link 
- Immune checkpoint inhibitor cardiomyotoxicity: a case series of five patients and development of a 
clinical management algorithm - link 
 
International Journal of Clinical Pharmacy 
- Deprescribing opportunities for patients with advanced non-small cell lung cancer: an observational 
study of potentially inappropriate medications and stakeholders’ perspectives - link 
- ESCP Workshop on Clinical Pharmacy. 5 steps of medication safety: medication without harm, 
where are we now? - link 
- Barriers and facilitators for the implementation of medication safety recommendations: focus groups 
with stakeholders - link 
- Incidence and duration of hospital-initiated opioids, benzodiazepines and antipsychotics: a 
retrospective cohort study - link 
 
International Journal for Quality in Health Care 
- Pharmacist-led continuity of care interventions for patients receiving oral anticancer therapy: a 
systematic review and meta-analysis - link 
- Methodological evaluation of the psychometric properties of medication-related quality indicators in 
residential aged care homes: A systematic review - link 
- Anticholinergic burden and quality of life: expanding the evidence for person‐centred care - link 

 
JAMA 
- Adjunctive Intra-Arterial Alteplase After Successful Thrombectomy for Acute Ischemic Stroke: The 
CHOICE-2 Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Intravenous Tenecteplase Prior to Endovascular Treatment for Ischemic Stroke at 4.5 to 24 Hours: 
The TNK-PLUS Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Intravenous Tirofiban After Tenecteplase in Acute Ischemic Stroke: The INSTANT Randomized 
Clinical Trial - link 
- The Conundrum of Exercise for Weight Management in the GLP-1 Receptor Agonist Era - link 
- Hepatitis B: A Review - link 
- Efficacy and Safety of Digitalis Glycosides in Heart Failure: A Meta-Analysis - link 
- Digoxin in Patients with Symptomatic Rheumatic Heart Disease: A Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Testosterone Treatment in Prostate Cancer Survivors with Hypogonadism: A Randomized Clinical 
Trial - link 
- JAMA Insights: Chikungunya - link 
- Teriparatide Plus Zoledronic Acid for Osteogenesis Imperfecta: A Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- 4% Tetrasodium EDTA to Prevent Central Venous Access Device–Associated Complications: A 
Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
 
JAMA Internal Medicine 
- Treatment of Anxiety for Adults in Primary Care Settings: A Review - link 
- Rapid Respiratory Microbiological Point-of-Care Testing and Antibiotic Use in Primary Care: A 
Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
 
Journal of the American Medical Directors Association 
- Impact of Different Antihypertensive Drug Classes on Incident Dementia in Older Adults: A 
Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis - link 
 
Journal of Neurology Neurosurgery and Psychiatry 
- Risk of neurodevelopmental disorders associated with paternal use of valproate during 
spermatogenesis: a living meta-analysis—version 1 - link 
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Journal of Pharmacy Practice and Research (JPPR) 
- Management of contrast-induced nephropathy in hyperuricaemic patients undergoing angiography 
or angioplasty: a systematic review - link 
 
Lancet 
- Effects of ovarian ablation or suppression on breast cancer recurrence and survival: patient-level 
meta-analysis of 15 000 women in 23 randomised trials - link 
- Once-weekly semaglutide versus placebo in patients with alcohol use disorder and comorbid 
obesity: a randomised, double-blind, placebo-controlled trial - link 
- Substantial increases in cervical cancer inequalities worldwide without enhanced human 
papillomavirus vaccination and screening efforts: a global modelling study - link 
- Depression - link 
- Ticagrelor with aspirin dual antiplatelet therapy combined with intravenous thrombolysis in patients 
with ischaemic stroke in China (TAPIS): a multicentre, double-blind, randomised controlled trial - link 
- Efficacy and safety of cefepime–nacubactam and aztreonam–nacubactam compared with imipenem 
cilastatin for complicated urinary tract infection or acute uncomplicated pyelonephritis (Integral-1): a 
double-blind, randomised phase 3 trial - link 
- Encephalitis - link 
 
Lancet Diabetes & Endocrinology 
- Diabetes-related complications: an evolving spectrum - link 
- Polyendocrine metabolic ovarian syndrome, the new name for polycystic ovary syndrome: a 
multistep global consensus process - link 
 
Lancet Infectious Diseases 
- Effectiveness of the BNT162b2 LP.8.1-adapted SARS-CoV-2 vaccine against COVID-19-associated 
hospitalisation and death: a Danish nationwide cohort study - link 
- Understanding and exploiting superspreading to disrupt Mycobacterium tuberculosis transmission - 
link 
 
Lancet Psychiatry 
- The global prevalence of major depressive disorder during the peripartum period: a systematic 
review and meta-regression - link 
- Maternal and paternal antidepressant use before and during pregnancy and offspring risk of 
neurodevelopmental disorders: a systematic review and meta-analysis - link 
- Pharmacological interventions for ADHD: a systematic review and dose–effect network meta-
analysis - link 
  
Molecular Diversity Preservation International (MDPI) – Pharmacy Journal 
- Entrustable Professional Activities for Pharmacists Carrying Out Medication Management Reviews - 
link 
- Recognizing and Mitigating the Effects of Medication on Heat-Related Illness in Older Adults: A 
Scoping Review - link 
- A Multi-Framework Approach to Medication Adherence Evaluation in Pharmacy Student-Led 
Medication Reviews: An Observational Exploratory Study - link 
 
Medical Journal of Australia  
- Deprescribing in Older People: A Clinical Practice Guideline Summary - link 
- Uptake and Costs of the 60-Day Dispensing Policy for Antihypertensive Medicines in Australia: A 
Mixed Methods Study - link 
- Awareness, Usage and Perceptions of Doxycycline Post-Exposure Prophylaxis (doxyPEP) for 
Prevention of Sexually Transmitted Infections in Australia: Insights from a National Cross-Sectional 
Survey - link 
- Cost-Effectiveness of Donanemab for Early Alzheimer Disease in Australia - link 
 
Nature Medicine 
- Data-driven prioritization of high-risk individuals for weight loss interventions - link 
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- Orforglipron for maintenance of body weight reduction: the double-blind, randomized phase 3b 
ATTAIN-MAINTAIN trial - link 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
- Mim8 Bispecific Antibody Prophylaxis in Hemophilia A with or without Inhibitors - link 
- Barrett’s Esophagus - link 
- Combined Oral Ivermectin and 5% Permethrin Cream to Treat Severe Scabies - link 
- Efficacy and Safety of an mRNA Seasonal Influenza Vaccine in Adults - link 
- Ensitrelvir for Covid-19 Postexposure Prophylaxis in Household Contacts - link 
- Telitacicept for IgA Nephropathy — Interim Analysis of a Phase 3 Trial - link 
- Inflammatory Myopathies - link 
- Azithromycin for Preschoolers with Wheezing in the Emergency Department - link 
- Phase 3 Trials of Inhaled Treprostinil for Idiopathic Pulmonary Fibrosis - link 
 
Pediatrics (American Academy of Pediatrics) 
- Opioid-Related Medication Access for Adolescents Who Test Positive for Fentanyl - link 
- Improving the Delivery of Quality Evidence-Based Inpatient Asthma Care - link 
- Maternal RSV Vaccination, Infant Nirsevimab, or Both: Interim Analysis of a Randomized Trial - link 
 
Pharmaceutical Journal 
- ‘Moving the goalposts’: the worrying rise of testosterone replacement therapy - link 
- Preparing for pharmacist independent prescribing at scale - link 
 
Pharmacotherapy 
- Cost-Effectiveness Analysis of Patient Self-Management of Warfarin Among Patients with Non-
Valvular Atrial Fibrillation – link 
- Factors That Influence Blood Pressure Changes with the Use of Sodium-Glucose Cotransporter 2 
Inhibitors in People with Type 2 Diabetes - link 
- Pharmacokinetic Analysis of Intravenous Push Cefepime in Critically Ill Patients with Sepsis - link 
- Cancer Treatment Modalities and Female Fertility Preservation - link 
- Continuous Subcutaneous Ketamine Infusion May Induce Tacrolimus and Sirolimus Clearance: A 
Case Report - link 
- Predictors and Clinical Outcomes of Long-Term Opioid Therapy in Older Adults: A Systematic 
Review - link 
- Bayesian Dosing Simulator (BDS): A Pharmacokinetic Modeling Tool for Optimized Antibiotic 
Therapy - link 
 
Prescrire International May issue includes 
- Dexamfetamine (Tentin°) or lisdexamfetamine (Xurta°) in attention deficit hyperactivity disorder 
- GLP-1 and dual GLP-1/GIP agonists: ischaemic optic neuropathy 
- Cerliponase alfa (Brineura°) in neuronal ceroid lipofuscinosis type 2 disease: new data 
 

CONSULTATIONS 

Agency for Clinical Innovation, NSW (ACI) 
- Consultation: Response to patients with acute behavioural disturbance in emergency departments – 
closes 1 June 2026 - link 
 
Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- Acute Coronary Syndromes Clinical Care Standard Review – closes 2 June 2026 - link 
 
Pharmacy Board of Australia 
- Consultation opens on proposed national standard for pharmacy prescribing – closes 15 June 2026 
- link 
 

WEBINARS & PODCASTS 

Australian Prescriber Podcasts 
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- E214 | Therapeutic Guidelines: Kidney and Urinary 
   
Purple Pen Podcast 
- PPP 190 - Osteoporosis 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

Advanced Pharmacy Australia 
- Medicines Management MM2026, 22-24 October 2026, Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre - 
Abstract submissions close 11:59pm AEST Tuesday 9 June 2026 – Early Bird registration now open 
 
 
 
Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- Save the date – NMS 2026, exploring the topic of 'Medicines Stewardship'- Wednesday, 11 
November 2026 - link 
 
FIP 
- Pharmacists and patient safety: Building safer care with patients, online 30 June 2026, 15:00-16:30 
CEST - register 

 

Fortnightly TAG Mail – resources list   30th April 2026 

NSW TAG ACTIVITIES 

RELEVANT ITEMS from the last TAG General Member Meeting 
Observer Positions on NSW TAG Management Committee 
Members are invited to identify and refer any interested DTC members, QUM pharmacists, clinical 
pharmacologists, or DTC chairs within their organisations to the Executive Officer as potential 
Management Committee observers. Closes 7th May 2026. 
 
DTC Pharmacist Position Discussion  
Members willing to share their DTC or QUM pharmacist position descriptions (including business 
cases where available) should provide them to the Executive Officer (EO). Multiple positions that 
collectively support the DTC function can be submitted together. The collated material will be 
reviewed and discussed at the next meeting, with a view to identifying key elements of a 
contemporary, fit-for-purpose role. Please send by COB 30th May 2026. 
 
TAG Mail 
MEMBERS’ PICKS section has been added to TAG Mail and members are invited to contribute new 
articles that they think other members will find useful/interesting. Please email Sasha your 
contributions. 
 
Searching the cumulative TAG Mail listings: n addition, members are reminded of the usefulness 
of the Cumulative TAG Mail listings which are collated in 6 months are 2023. These cumulative 
listings are useful to survey whenever you have a medicine or condition you wish to explore as TAG 
mail covers the grey literature as well as the traditional academic literature. Just ‘Control F’ relevant 
terms to search for your area of interest. 
 
We always welcome feedback about TAG Mail- the positives and the negatives. 

 
Upcoming NSW TAG meeting dates 
NSW TAG Management Committee Meeting: 11th May 2026  
Contact Sasha Bennett at sasha.bennett@svha.org.au for information about any email 
discussions, publications or upcoming meetings.  
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EDITOR’S PICKS 

AJHP: CV outcomes of glucagon-like peptide-1 receptor agonists: A systematic review - link 
BJCP: Contraindicated drug interactions and associated ADRs in paediatric hospitalized patients - link 
BMJ: Advances in the drug treatment of Alzheimer’s disease - link 
Cochrane: Amyloid‐beta‐targeting monoclonal antibodies in mild cognitive impairment or mild 

dementia due to Alzheimer’s disease - link 
CCM: International Guidelines for Management of Sepsis and Septic Shock 2026 – adults – children 
EJHP: Cost-effectiveness of pharmacy automation in hospital settings: systematic review - link 
IJCP: Post-marketing safety surveillance of EGFR-targeted agents and DIC risk - link 
IJCP: Concurrent use of medicines with similar ADR profiles in older adults: identifying potential 
deprescribing opportunities using population-level dispensing data - link 
IJCP: Association between unresolved drug-related problems and 6-month hospital readmissions 
following pharmacist-led medication reviews - link 
JAMA: The First AI Drug Prescriber - link 
Lancet Psych: Harnessing placebo effects and mitigating nocebo effects - link 
Pharm J: Everything you need to know about oral nicotine pouches - link 
PLOS Med: Association between gabapentinoid treatment, concurrent use with opioid or 
benzodiazepine and the risk of drug poisoning - link 
The King’s Fund: What makes care outstanding? - link 
 

MEMBERS’ PICKS  

JAMA IM: Management of Orthostatic Hypotension: A Review - link 
 

OTHER NEWS 

Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
-New Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Heath Care website with dedicated eLearning 
section and access to medicines information via Medicine Finder- link 
 
Pharmacy Board of Australia 
- Pharmacy Board publishes Pharmacist Capability Framework for entry and re-entry to practice - link 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – AUSTRALIA 

Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW) 
- Alcohol and other drug treatment services in Australia: Early insights - update 
 
Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- Updates to NSQHS Standards Accreditation Workbook - link 
- Priorities for digitally enabled care – a future roadmap - link 
 
TGA 
- Database of section 19A approvals to import and supply medicines to address medicine shortages 
- AusPARs:  
-- Alyftrek (vanzacaftor, tezacaftor, deutivacaftor) for those who meet the diagnostic criteria for CF in 
people aged 6 years and older who have at least one mutation in the CFTR gene that is responsive 
based on clinical or in vitro evidence 
-- Dostiva and Dexeva (denosumab; biosimilars of Xgeva) for preventing or managing cancer related 
bone complications.  
- Denolia and Deskeltia (denosumab; biosimilars of Prolia) for osteoporosis in men and 
postmenopausal women, and bone loss due to cancer therapies or long term glucocorticoid use. 
- Australian prescription medicine decision summaries: 
-- Yesintek (ustekinumab; biosimilar of Stelara) for plaque psoriasis, psoriatic arthritis, Crohn’s 
disease and ulcerative colitis in adults, and plaque psoriasis in children aged 6 years and older 
-- Qdenga (live, attenuated - dengue virus serotypes 1, 2, 3, and 4) is a vaccine approved to provide 
protection against dengue disease for adults, adolescents, and children aged 4 years and over 
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https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/article-abstract/2847532
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/news-and-media/latest-news/welcome-new-australian-commission-safety-and-quality-heath-care-website
https://www.pharmacyboard.gov.au/News/2026-04-29-Pharmacy-Board-publishes-Pharmacist-Capability-Framework-for-entry-and-reentry.aspx
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/alcohol-other-drug-treatment-services/alcohol-other-drug-treatment-services-aus/contents/about
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/news-and-media/latest-news/updates-nsqhs-standards-accreditation-workbook
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/news-and-media/latest-news/priorities-digitally-enabled-care-future-roadmap
https://www.tga.gov.au/ws-s19a-index
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https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/auspar/dostiva-denolia-deskeltia-dexeva
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REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – INTERNATIONAL  

All Wales Medicines Strategy Group 
- All Wales ‘In focus’ data analysis reports on hypnotics and anxiolytics, phenoxymethylpenicillin, total 
opioid burden, gabapentin and pregabalin, tramadol, and 4C antimicrobials (co-amoxiclav, 
cephalosporins, fluoroquinolones and clindamycin) - link 
  
Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologies in Health 
- Utilization and Effectiveness of PCSK9 Inhibitors in Familial Hypercholesterolemia - link 
- Assessment Framework for Biomarkers Used in Cancer Care - link 
- 2026 Watch List - link 
 
electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- New products 
-- Feristark (ferric carboxymaltose) 50 mg iron/ml dispersion for injection/infusion for iron deficiency 
when oral iron preparations are ineffective or cannot be used or there is a need to deliver iron rapidly. 
It is given via IV injection/infusion or undiluted into the venous limb of a dialyser during haemodialysis 
-- Omlyclo (omalizumab bisimilar ) 300 mg/2 ml solution for injection pre-filled higher-strength syringe 
for allergic asthma, chronic rhinosinusitis with nasal polyps, & chronic spontaneous urticaria 
-- Viagra Connect Melts (sildenafil citrate) 50 mg orodispersible film - a discreet & more convenient 
alternative to conventional tablets retaining same mechanism of action & median onset of 30 minutes 
 
European Medicines Agency (EMA) 
-  CHMP meeting highlights - 20-23 April 2026 
-- five new medicines recommended for approval: Cenrifki (tolebrutinib), for the treatment of non-
relapsing secondary progressive multiple sclerosis; Itvisma (onasemnogene abeparvovec), for the 
treatment of spinal muscular atrophy; Redemplo (biosimilar of plozasiran) for adult familial 
chylomicronaemia syndrome; Rexatilux (ranibizumab biosimilar), for several eye diseases causing 
vision impairment; Viatris (palbociclib generic) for breast cancer 
-- Medicines given extended indications: Agamree; Aquipta; Crysvita; Comirnat;, Inaqovi; Opdivo; 
Privigen; Skyrizi; Venclyxto.  
-- Review of Opdualag (nivolumab/relatlimab) for advanced melanoma 
-- Withdrawal of application: Pluvicto (lutetium vipivotide tetraxetan); Viokat (diazoxide choline) – for 
hyperphagia in people with Prader-Willi syndrome 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- New Drug approvals 
-- Filspari (sparsentan) for focal segmental glomerulosclerosis 
-- Idvynso (doravirine and islatravir) for HIV-1 infection (as a complete regimen) in adults to replace 
the current antiretroviral regimen in those who are virologically-suppressed on a stable antiretroviral 
regimen with no history of virologic treatment failure and no known substitutions associated with 
resistance to doravirine 
-- Auvelity (dextromethorphan hydrobromide and bupropion hydrochloride) extended-release tablets, 
non-antipsychotic drug to treat agitation associated with dementia 
-- gene therapy for genetic hearing loss, Otarmeni (lunsotogene parvec-cwha) 
-- triple therapy for asthma, Breztri (budesonide, glycopyrronium, formoterol fumarate dihydrate) 
-- pediatric urticaria indication for Dupilumab, now for patients under 12 years old 
 
General Pharmaceutical Council UK 
- Position statement: The use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in pharmacy - link 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) 
- MHRA and eBay partnership removed 215 listings of potentially dangerous medicines from eBay 
platform - link 
- Enflonsia (clesrovimab-cfor) to prevent RSV in newborns and infants - link 
- Approves finerenone for treatment of HF with preserved or mildly reduced ejection fraction - link 
- RSV Vaccine Factsheet – Information for Patients, Parents and Carers - link 
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Monthly Index of Medical Specialities (MIMS) UK 
- Elinzanetant for treatment of menopausal hot flushes - link 
 
National Pharmacy Association UK 
- One in 10 online pharmacies have websites or social media cloned by criminals in last year - link 
 
NHS England 
- Chimeric antigen receptor T cell (CAR-T) therapy service specification - link 
- National dose banding table – zanidatamab 50mgmL - link 
- Clinical commissioning policy: neo-adjuvant followed by adjuvant pembrolizumab for stage III 
macroscopic resectable melanoma (12 years and older) - link 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) UK  
- Menopause: identification and management (NG23) 
- Suspected cancer: recognition and referral (NG12) 
- Pembrolizumab for neoadjuvant and adjuvant treatment of resectable locally advanced head and 
neck squamous cell carcinoma (TA1145) 
- Ripretinib for treating advanced gastrointestinal stromal tumours after 3 or more kinase inhibitors 
(TA1146) 
- Vorasidenib for treating astrocytoma or oligodendroglioma with IDH1 or IDH2 mutations after 
surgery in people 12 years and over (TA1147) 
- Sodium zirconium cyclosilicate for treating hyperkalaemia (TA1148) 
- Belantamab mafodotin with bortezomib and dexamethasone for previously treated multiple myeloma 
(TA1149) 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Research (NIHR) 
- Manualised package intervention to achieve treatment adherence in people with tuberculosis: the 
IMPACT pilot cluster-RCT - link 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- PGD: Tranexamic acid injection for treatment of severe haemorrhage - updated 
- PGD: Etonogestrel (e.g. Nexplanon®) implant for contraception – updated 
- PGD: Copper Intrauterine Device (Cu-IUD) – updated 
- PGD: Lidocaine injection for subdermal etonogestrel in contraception - updated 
- PGD: Progestogen-Only Intra-Uterine Device (LNG-IUD) for contraception - updated 
- Preparing to use omalizumab biosimilar - update 
 
The Conversation UK 
- Shortages, substitutes and uncertainty: the new reality of drugs supplies - link 
 
The King’s Fund (UK) 
- Delivering the National Cancer Plan: What will it take to build innovation-ready cancer services? - 
link 
- What makes care outstanding? The King’s Fund’s report on principles for outstanding care for the 
Care Quality Commission - link 
 
UK Health Security Agency 
- RITM0155718: Improving primary care antibiotic prescribing to reduce antibiotic resistant urine 
infections – the IPAP-UTI programme - link 
- Interim guidance: Prevention and control of Clostridioides difficile infection (CDI) - link 
 

MEDICATION SAFETY 

British National Formulary 
- April BNF + BNFC Knowledge Updates 
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https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/tranexamic-acid-injection-for-treatment-of-severe-haemorrhage/
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electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- Revised SPCs 
-- Abrysvo (RSV vaccine) - posology included for immunocompromised individuals. Reactogenicity in 
this population was consistent with the known profile of Abrysvo, with no unexpected safety findings 
-- Agamree (vamorolone) - an exploratory embryo-foetal developmental study with vamorolone in 
mice showed higher foetal and litter incidences of cleft palate at exposures similar to the human 
exposure at the maximum recommended human dose, indicative of a teratogenic effect 
-- Alecensa (alectinib hydrochloride) - new safety and efficacy data added from the Phase 3 ALEX 
study (BO28984), a randomised, multicentre, open-label trial comparing alectinib vs crizotinib in 
treatment-naive ALK-positive advanced NSCLC 
-- Angeliq (drosperinone, estradiol hemihydrate) - ALT elevations were observed in patients treated 
with HCV combination (ombitasvir/paritaprevir/ritonavir), dasabuvir with/without ribavirin, 
glecaprevir/pibrentasvir & sofosbuvir/velpatasvir/voxilaprevir in women using ethinylestradiol-
containing medications e.g. CHCs 
-- Bimzelx (bimekizumab) - prior to initiating therapy, consider completion of all age-appropriate 
immunisations according to current immunisation guidelines. It also notes that >80% of neutropenia 
cases were transient and did not require discontinuation 
-- Cabotegravir (Apretude; Vocabria) - Stevens-Johnson syndrome and toxic epidermal necrolysis 
added as new ADRs (very rare, <1/10 000) 
-- Cometriq (cabozantinib) - cardiac failure added as common ADR, which may be exacerbated by 
common ADRs of cabozantinib (e.g. hypertension, hypothyroidism, arterial thrombotic events). 
Patients should be monitored for signs and symptoms of cardiac failure throughout treatment 
-- Cellcept (mycophenolate) –anaphylactic reactions as an ADR (unknown frequency) 
-- Crysvita (burosumab) - women of childbearing potential should use effective contraception for at 
least 14 weeks after stopping treatment 
-- Kerendia (finerenone) - extension to include use for symptomatic chronic heart failure with LVEF ≥ 
40% in adults. New 40mg tablet preparation only licensed for this new indication is also now available 
-- Lagevrio (molnupiravir) - Variant list expanded to include additional Omicron sublineages: BA.4.6, 
BQ.1.1, HK.3, JN.1, XBB.1, XBB.1.5 & XBB.1.16. Data suggest no meaningful change in 
pharmacokinetics of metabolite N4 hydroxycytidine in subjects with severe renal impairment and 
moderate hepatic impairment 
-- Mounjaro (tirzepatide) – information from a study of 11 breastfeeding women, in which the 
concentration of tirzepatide in breastmilk was found to be undetectable to very low (<10ng/ml) 
compared to plasma concentrations following a single 5mg dose 
-- Neulasta (pegfilgrastim) - arteritis added as a rare ADR. Updated information notes that large and 
medium vessel arteritis, including aortitis has been reported after pegfilgrastim administration, with 
presenting symptoms of headache and neck pain 
-- Paxlovid (nirmatrelvir, ritonavir) - consider temporary discontinuation of rosuvastatin (as Paxlovid 
[PX] increases its AUC, Cmax) & of mavacamten [MV] (increase in plasma level). Resumption of MV 
within 5 days of completing PX may result in higher MV exposure. Renal impairment dosing updated 
-- Perizam (clobazam) - severe anxiety indication to clarify the 4‐week maximum use includes 

tapering. Added info on dependence, tolerance, abuse potential & information on discontinuation 
symptoms. Overdose symptoms expanded & advice for family/friends to monitor for concerns 
-- Rifinah (isoniazid, rifampicin) tablets – contraindication with medicines strongly affected by its 
potential to induce drug metabolizing enzymes and transporters such as: lurasidone, sofosbuvir, 
antiretrovirals: cabotegravir, fostemsavir and lenacapavir 
-- Sativex (cannabidiol, delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol) oromucosal spray updated to recommend a 
lower daily Sativex dose may be required in patients with moderate or severe renal impairment, with 
additional interaction warnings added based on findings from in vitro CYP induction studies 
-- Shingrix Herpes zoster vaccine - injection site induration included as an uncommon ADR 
-- Testosterone Undecanoate - pulmonary oil microembolism (POM) added as a rare side effect. 
Information provided on signs and symptoms. Patients should be observed during and immediately 
after each injection in order to allow for early recognition of possible signs and symptoms of POM 
-- Synagis (palivizumab) - data included from small open label trial of 14 subjects who received 6 
doses. Adverse events were consistent with known profile and PK data indicated adequate mean 
levels were achieved in all subjects with no significant elevations of anti-palivizumab antibody titre 
- Risk minimisation materials 
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-- Aurum range of prefilled syringes – how to mitigate risk of empty syringes being placed back into 
circulation. The labels on the twist box of the affected syringes at times appear to realign upon 
closure, which may result in twist boxes with empty syringes being placed back on the crash trolley 
instead of being discarded. Letter provides information on how to mitigate this risk 
-- Feristark (ferric carboxymaltose) - healthcare professional guide includes essential prescription and 
administration information to minimise the risk of serious hypersensitivity reactions. A patient guide 
discussing information on this risk, including when to seek immediate medical advice, is also available 
 
Medsafe (New Zealand Medicines and Medical Devices Safety Authority) 
- Further Update - Estradot (estradiol) transdermal patches: reports of quality and efficacy concerns - 
link 
 
TGA 
- Product Information safety updates - April 2026  
- Artri Ajo King tablets - link 
- Information about major medicine shortages – link 
-- About the shortage of Catapres (clonidine) 150 mcg tablets - link 
-- Extension of substitution approval for shortage of Catapres (clonidine) 150 mcg tablets - link 
-- About the cyclophosphamide and ifosfamide injection shortages - link 
-- Overseas-registered products available for cyclophosphamide and ifosfamide injection shortages - 
link 
-- About the shortage of methylphenidate hydrochloride products – link  
-- Shortage of methylphenidate hydrochloride products is resolving - link  
 

PAPERS OF INTEREST 

Age and Ageing 
- Best practice guidelines for the diagnosis, evaluation, and management of cognitive disorders in 
Parkinson’s disease - link 
- Effectiveness of non-pharmacological and pharmacological interventions on delirium duration in 
older adults with delirium: a systematic review and meta-analysis of randomised controlled trials - link 
 
American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy (AJHP)  
- Letter on decapsulated dabigatran administration via nasogastric tube - link 
- Cardiovascular outcomes of glucagon-like peptide-1 receptor agonists: A systematic review - link 
- Evidence-based pharmacy actions for GLP-1 and GIP therapy during supply recovery - link 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
- Effect of Incretin-Based and Nonpharmacologic Weight Loss on Body Composition: A Systematic 
Review - link 
- Effectiveness of Nonpharmacologic Treatments for Chronic Low Back Pain: A Sequential, Multiple-
Assignment, Randomized Trial - link 
- The Risk for Bleeding in Patients With Atrial Fibrillation From Concomitant Use of Apixaban or 
Rivaroxaban With Diltiazem Compared With Metoprolol - link 
 
British Journal of Clinical Pharmacology 
- Therapeutic drug monitoring of antimicrobials in a paediatric setting: A retrospective single-centre 
study - link 
- HLA genotype testing for carbamazepine, oxcarbazepine and eslicarbazepine: A guideline 
developed by the UK Centre of Excellence in Regulatory Science and Innovation in 
Pharmacogenomics (CERSI-PGx) - link 
- A survey of community pharmacists’ perspectives on monitoring antidepressant adverse events- link 
- The interplay of GLP-1 receptor agonist use, chronic kidney disease and fracture risk in obese 
patients: a retrospective cohort study - link 
- A prospective series of acute rivaroxaban overdose, coagulopathy and bleeding complications 
(ATOM 11) - link 
- APOE genotype and the effect of statins on lipid outcomes: A meta-analysis - link 
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- Contraindicated drug–drug interactions and associated adverse drug reactions in an observational 
cohort study of 4543 paediatric hospitalized patients - link 
 
British Journal of General Practice 
- Impact of structured medication reviews on prescribing in English Primary Care - link 
 
British Medical Journal (BMJ) 
- Effectiveness of interventions to increase vaccine uptake: component network meta-analysis - link 
- Prenatal exposure to buprenorphine or methadone and adverse neurodevelopmental outcomes: 
population based cohort study - link 
- FDA reviewing a petition to revoke approval of ocrelizumab for treatment of primary progressive 
multiple sclerosis - link 
- Advances in the drug treatment of Alzheimer’s disease: pathophysiology and mechanisms of action - 
link 
 
Cochrane  
- Amyloid‐beta‐targeting monoclonal antibodies for people with mild cognitive impairment or mild 

dementia due to Alzheimer’s disease - link 
- Vitamin D for preventing acute respiratory infections in children up to five years of age - link 
- Insulin‐like growth factor‐1 for the prevention or treatment of retinopathy of prematurity - link 

 
Critical Care Medicine 
- Surviving Sepsis Campaign: International Guidelines for Management of Sepsis and Septic Shock 
2026 – adults – children 
 
Drug and Therapeutics Bulletin 
- Update to the management of recurrent urinary tract infections in women aged 16 years and older - 
link 
 
European Heart Journal  
- PCSK9 inhibitor treatment and outcomes in patients with atherosclerotic cardiovascular disease but 
without prior ischaemic events: an observational study - link 
- Sex differences in pharmacological treatment of heart failure: a meta-analysis of randomized trials - 
link 
 
European Journal of Hospital Pharmacy  
- Method for analysing individualised parenteral nutrition prescriptions for substitution with a market 
authorised or standardised parenteral nutrition formula - link 
- Y-site compatibility of co-administered continuous infusion solutions in intensive care units: 
preparatory study on physicochemical compatibility of 28 relevant medicinal products - link 
- Cost-effectiveness of pharmacy automation in hospital settings: systematic review - link 
- Severe hypertriglyceridemia due to lipoprotein lipase deficiency in an infant: pharmacological and 
nutritional approach - link 
- Medicinal mushrooms and chemotherapy: therapeutic synergy or hidden risk? - link 
 
Internal Medicine Journal 
- Evolving treatments for Sjögren disease: current approaches and emerging targets - link 
- Position paper: Caring for Australians and New Zealanders with kidney Impairment guideline 
commentary on kidney disease: improving global outcomes 2025 guidelines for diagnosis and 
management of autosomal polycystic kidney disease - link 
- Viewpoint: Case for caution in expanding attention deficit hyperactivity disorder prescribing - link 
 
International Journal of Clinical Pharmacy 
- Post-marketing safety surveillance of EGFR-targeted agents and disseminated intravascular 
coagulation risk: a disproportionality analysis based on the FDA Adverse Event Reporting System - 
link 
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- Feasibility and acceptability of pharmacist-led remote patient monitoring for carvedilol dose titration 
in clinically significant portal hypertension - link 
- A consolidated framework for implementation research (CFIR) informed exploration of a primary 
care intervention to support deprescribing for problematic polypharmacy in older adults living with 
frailty (DEPPLOY) in England: a qualitative study - link 
- Pharmacist involvement in antifungal stewardship programs: a systematic review of clinical, 
utilization, and economic - link 
- Concurrent use of medicines with similar adverse drug reaction profiles in older adults: identifying 
potential deprescribing opportunities using population-level dispensing data - link 
- Perspectives on shared decision making related to medications from patients with multiple long-term 
conditions transitioning from hospital to home: a qualitative study - link 
- Association between unresolved drug-related problems and 6-month hospital readmissions following 
pharmacist-led medication reviews: a retrospective observational study - link 
- Development of a real-world, therapeutic drug monitoring–informed model to predict teicoplanin daily 
dose in pediatric intensive care unit patients with bacterial infections - link 
- Comparative predictive performance of anticholinergic burden scales for anticholinergic-related 
hospitalisation and emergency department visits in older adults: a population-based study of model 
development and temporal validation - link 
 
International Journal for Quality in Health Care 
- Enhancing Patient Safety in the Emergency Care of Poisoned Patients: A Participatory Systems 
Approach - link 
 

JAMA 
- The First AI Drug Prescriber - link 
- Intrawound Tobramycin Plus Vancomycin to Prevent Surgical Site Infection in Tibial Fractures The 
TOBRA Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Amoxicillin-Clavulanate vs Amoxicillin for Acute Sinusitis in Adults - link 
- Fast Antimicrobial Susceptibility Testing for Gram-Negative Bacteremia: The FAST Randomized 
Clinical Trial - link 
- Tucidinostat Plus R-CHOP vs R-CHOP in MYC/BCL2 Double-Expressor Diffuse Large B-Cell 
Lymphoma A Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Six-Month Outcomes of a Trial of Potassium Supplementation Thresholds After Cardiac Surgery - 
link 
- Management of Hypertension in Adults - link 
 
JAMA Internal Medicine 
- Fecal Microbiota Transplant and Multidrug-Resistant Organism Decolonization in Gastrointestinal 
Disease: A Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Use of Long-Acting Lipoglycopeptide Antibiotics—Beyond Convenience - link 
 
JAMA Network Open 
- Low-Dose Aspirin for Cardiovascular Disease Primary Prevention in Patients With Giant Cell Arteritis 
- link 
 
Journal of the American Academy of Dermatology 
- Guidelines of care for the management of atopic dermatitis in pediatric patients - link 
 
Journal of Thrombosis and Haemastasis 
- Rate of abnormal uterine bleeding in women on anticoagulation for venous thromboembolism: 
systematic review and meta-analysis - link 
 
Lancet 
- Clinical and bacteriological effectiveness of three different short-course antibiotic regimens and 
single-dose fosfomycin for uncomplicated lower urinary tract infections in women (SCOUT): a 
pragmatic, multicentre, open-label, randomised clinical trial - link 
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- Pharmacological blood-pressure lowering for the prevention of cardiovascular disease and death 
across the full spectrum of chronic kidney disease severity: an individual-participant data meta-
analysis – link 
- Targeting MEK in cancer and beyond: mechanistic insights and therapeutic opportunities - link 
 
Lancet Diabetes & Endocrinology 
- Secondary causes of diabetes: a crossroad of endocrinology and oncology - link 
- Continuous glucose monitoring versus self-monitoring of blood glucose in individuals with type 2 
diabetes: a randomised, multicentre, open-label, superiority trial - link 
 
Lancet eClinical Medicine 
- GLP-1 receptor agonist and risk of erectile dysfunction in men with type 2 diabetes: a target trial 
emulation - link 
 
Lancet Infectious Diseases 
- Leptospirosis—clinical review and updates on therapeutics - link 
- Maribavir for clinically significant cytomegalovirus infection in haematopoietic cell transplant 
recipients in Europe: a real-world multicentre retrospective registry study - link 
 
Lancet Psychiatry 
- Harnessing placebo effects and mitigating nocebo effects: implications for clinical practice in 
psychiatry and medicine - link 
 
Molecular Diversity Preservation International (MDPI) – Pharmacy Journal 
- Prevalence and association of polypharmacy and potentially inappropriate medications among older 
adults with Type 2 Diabetes Mellitus: a systematic review and meta-analysis - link 
- Real-world effectiveness and safety of tildrakizumab in a large spanish multicenter cohort from 
Spanish Psoriasis Group (GPS) - link 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
- Asundexian for Secondary Stroke Prevention - link 
- Randomized Trial of Adjunctive Prednisolone for Kawasaki Disease - link 
- Oral Nirmatrelvir–Ritonavir for Covid-19 in Higher-Risk Outpatients - link 
- Three Low-Dose Antihypertensive Agents in a Single Pill after Intracerebral Hemorrhage - link 
- Balanced Fluid or 0.9% Saline in Children Treated for Septic Shock - link 
- GLP-1 Receptor Agonists and Eating Disorders — Cause for Concern - link 
 
Pediatrics (American Academy of Pediatrics) 
- Thyroid Monitoring After Intravascular Iodinated Contrast Media in Infants and Children Through 3 
Years of Age - link 
- Emergency Department Prescribing and Opioid-Related Harms Among Adolescents in Alberta: 
2010-2020 - link 
 
Pharmaceutical Journal 
- Chemotherapy treatment altered for patients following genomics testing scheme - link 
- Everything you need to know about oral nicotine pouches - link 
- Hormone hesitancy: why are women moving away from hormonal contraception? - link 
 
Pharmacotherapy 
- Impact of Dosing Interval Adherence on Pharmacokinetic Outcomes of Recombinant Erwinia 
Asparaginase in Pediatric Leukemia or Lymphoma - link 
- Incidence of Acute Kidney Injury with the Use of Nafcillin Versus Oxacillin - link 
- Thrombosis Across Female-Specific Malignancies: From Chemotherapy-Driven Risk to Prophylaxis 
and Drug Interactions - link 
 
PLOS Medicine 
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- Association between gabapentinoid treatment, concurrent use with opioid or benzodiazepine and the 
risk of drug poisoning - link 
 

CONSULTATIONS 

Pharmacy Board of Australia 
- Consultation opens on proposed national standard for pharmacy prescribing – closes 15 June 2026 
- link 
 

WEBINARS & PODCASTS 

Australian Prescriber Podcasts 
- E213 | Metabolic dysfunction–associated fatty liver disease (MAFLD): an update 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

Advanced Pharmacy Australia 
- Medicines Management MM2026, 22-24 October 2026, Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre - 
abstracts open now 
 
FIP 
- Use of real-world data to secure the supply chain-Medicines verification systems, online May 18, 
2026 21:00 in Canberra, Melbourne, Sydney - register 
 
Safer Care Victoria 
- Webinar: Penicillin allergies: What ward staff need to know, 5 May 2026 13:00-13:30 - register 
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NSW TAG ACTIVITIES 

Current Email Discussions 
1. Following recent changes to nivolumab and ipilimumab PBS listing: 

a. What is your planned governance for tumour-agnostic advanced or metastatic nivolumab 

/ipilimumab? 

b. What discussions have you had with your oncology dept? 

c. Have you developed any resources/guidance that you are willing to share with other LHDs? 

Please respond by COB 20/4/2026. 
 
Upcoming NSW TAG meeting dates 
NSW TAG General Member Committee Meeting: 22nd April 2026 3.30-4.30pm 
Contact Sasha Bennett at sasha.bennett@svha.org.au for information about any email 
discussions, publications or upcoming meetings.  
 

EDITOR’S PICKS 

AJHP: Tolerability and safety of a 3-step or 12-step chemotherapy desensitization protocol - link 
AJHP: Pembrolizumab dosing regimens and incidence and severity of immune-related AEs- link 
BJGP: GP follow-up after hospital discharge in older adults: Retrospective records analysis - link 
BMJ:  The wellness inspired rise of continuous glucose monitors for people without diabetes - link 

EHJ: Fat, muscle, and anti-obesity medications in cardiovascular disease prevention - link 
EHJ: New-onset postop AF management and outcomes: the VISION Cardiac Surgery cohort - link 
IMJ: Outcomes of patients with unresectable or metastatic melanoma after cessation of 
immunotherapy following complete metabolic response or toxicities - link 
IJCP: Drug-induced fever: a pharmacovigilance analysis based on the FDA AERS - link 
JAMA: Discontinuation of Levothyroxine in Adults aged 60 years or older - link 
JAMA IM: Deprescribing Intervention and Reduction of PPI Use in Primary Care- link 
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JPPR: Providing ward-based education and resources to optimise pharmaceutical waste 
management - link 
JPPR: Beyond ‘no blood, no drug’: rethinking clozapine monitoring in pharmacy practice - letter 
P’therapy: Incretin-Based Therapies for the Treatment of Binge Eating- link 
P’Therapy: SGLT2 Inhibitors and GLP-1 Receptor Agonists After Acute Kidney Injury- link 
 

OTHER NEWS 

NSW Health 
- Measles alert for Sydney and Newcastle [8 April 2026] 
 
Pharmacy Board of Australia 
- Guidelines on safe provision of pharmacy services released - link 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – AUSTRALIA 

Agency for Clinical Innovation, NSW (ACI) 
The latest weekly Evidence Digest can be found here 
- Management of cardiogenic shock - Clinical practice guide 
- ADHD reforms update 2026-04-07 
- Guiding the safe and responsible use of AI to improve healthcare - link 
 
Clinical Excellence Commission (CEC) 
- Medicine supply disruptions – link 
-- Lidocaine (Xylocaine) 1% 200 mg/20 mL Sterile theatre packs - current 
-- Nystatin oral drops - resolved 
-- Sugammadex 200 mg/2 mL injection vial – resolved 
 
PBS 
- PBS listing of lamotrigine for bipolar disorder - link 
- PBAC Update March 2026 - link 
 
TGA 
- Database of section 19A approvals to import and supply medicines to address medicine shortages 
- AusPARs:  
-- Briumvi (ublituximab) approved for the treatment of adults with relapsing forms of multiple sclerosis 
with active disease defined by clinical or imaging features        
-- Kavigale (sipavibart) approved for the pre-exposure prophylaxis of COVID-19 in adults and 
adolescents aged 12 years and older weighing at least 40 kg who are immunocompromised due to a 
medical condition or receipt of immunosuppressive medications or treatments 
- Australian prescription medicine decision summaries: 
-- Enflonsia (clesrovimab) approved to help prevent respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) lower respiratory 
tract disease in neonates and infants who are born during or entering their first RSV season  
Prescription medicine registrations - link 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – INTERNATIONAL  

Care Quality Commission (UK) 
- Good Practice in Care for Those Living with a Dementia: Literature Review - link 
 
electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- New products 
-- Bufyl (bupivacaine, fentanyl citrate) 1mg/ml, 2microgram/ml Solution for infusion. Epidural indicated 
for maintaining analgesia post-operatively and during labour 
-- Inluriyo (imlunestrant) - monotherapy in adults with ER+ve, HER2-ve, locally advanced or 
metastatic breast cancer with an activating ESR1-mutation, who have disease progression after 
treatment with an endocrine based regimen 
-- Lynkuet (elinzanetant) 60 mg soft capsules 60 mg for moderate to severe vasomotor symptoms 
associated with menopause 
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-- Menveo (meningococcal Group A, C, W135 and Y conjugate vaccine) solution for injection for 
active immunisation of children (from 2 years of age), adolescents and adults at risk of exposure to 
Neisseria meningitidis groups A, C, W-135 and Y, to prevent invasive disease 
-- Otulfi (ustekinumab) 45 mg solution for injection. A new presentation of Otulfi in a vial, licensed for 
subcutaneous administration, to treat adult and paediatric plaque psoriasis, adult and paediatric 
Crohn's disease, psoriatic arthritis and ulcerative colitis 
-- Spevigo (spesolimab) 450mg concentrate for solution for infusion for generalised pustular psoriasis 
flares in adults and adolescents from 12 years of age as monotherapy 
-- Zolvum (levetiracetam) 500 mg orodispersible tablets - should be placed on the tongue and allowed 
to disintegrate before swallowing with or without water, according to patient preference. 
Manufacturers note after oral administration the bitter taste of levetiracetam may be experienced 
 
Department of Health and Social Care UK 
- RSV immunisation programme: JCVI advice, 18 March 2026 - link 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- Removes age restriction for Neffy Nasal Spray - link 
- New Drug approvals 
-- Foundayo (orforglipron) to reduce excess body weight and maintain weight reduction long term in 
adults with obesity or adults with overweight in the presence of at least one weight-related comorbid 
condition, in combination with a reduced-calorie diet and increased physical activity – label-PI 
-- Expands options for cystic fibrosis patients, Alyftrek and Trikafta - link 
-- Approves first once-weekly insulin for Type 2 Diabetes, Besponsa - link 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) 
- Approves sevabertinib to treat adults with HER2-positive lung cancer that has spread or cannot be 
removed by surgery - link 
- Approves olezarsen (Tryngolza) for treatment of familial chylomicronemia syndrome - link 
- Single-dose 7.2mg semaglutide (Wegovy) pen approved to treat adult patients with obesity in UK - 
link 
 
Monthly Index of Medical Specialities MIMS UK 
- Issue shorter prescriptions to reduce risk of drug shortages, GPs urged - link 
 
NHS England 
- COVID-19 vaccine (5 years and over) Vaccine Group Direction - link 
 
NHS Scotland 
- Accepted for use: 
-- Pembrolizumab (Keytruda®) for advanced cervical cancer 
- Accepted for restricted use: 
-- Acalabrutinib (Calquence) for adults with previously untreated chronic lymphocytic leukaemia 
-- Nemolizumab (Nemluvio®) for treatment of moderate-to-severe atopic dermatitis in combination 
with topical corticosteroids and/or calcineurin inhibitors 
-- Sotatercept (Winrevair®) for pulmonary arterial hypertension (PAH) 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) UK  
- Changes to NICE’s cost-effectiveness thresholds take effect - link 
- Digital technologies for applying algorithms to spirometry to support asthma and COPD diagnosis in 
primary care and community diagnostic centres: early-use assessment (HTG776) 
- Suspected cancer: recognition and referral (NG12) 
- Ovarian cancer: recognition and initial management (CG122) 
- Menopause: identification and management (NG23) 
- Ovarian cancer (QS18) 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- Contraception: resources to support clinical decisions - link 
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https://www.mims.co.uk/issue-shorter-prescriptions-reduce-risk-drug-shortages-gps-urged/article/1953931
https://www.england.nhs.uk/publication/covid-19-vaccine-5-years-and-over-vaccine-group-direction/
https://scottishmedicines.org.uk/medicines-advice/pembrolizumab-keytruda-full-smc2829/
https://scottishmedicines.org.uk/medicines-advice/acalabrutinib-calquence-abb-smc2893/
https://scottishmedicines.org.uk/medicines-advice/nemolizumab-nemluvio-full-smc2833/
https://scottishmedicines.org.uk/medicines-advice/sotatercept-winrevair-fast-track-resubmission-smc2923/
https://www.nice.org.uk/news/articles/changes-to-nice-s-cost-effectiveness-thresholds-take-effect
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/htg776
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng12
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/cg122
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng23
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/qs18
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/contraception-resources-to-support-answering-questions/
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MEDICATION SAFETY 

Australian and New Zealand College of Anaesthetists (ANZCA) & Faculty of Pain Medicine 
- Reports of susceptibility to GA in certain patients of Venezuelan origin - link 
 
electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- Revised SPCs 
-- Abecma (Idecabtagene vicleucel) - reduction in the: time to remain within proximity of qualified 
treatment centre from ≥4 weeks to ≥1 week, length of the initial daily monitoring from 10 days to ≥1 
week, after infusion, and driving restriction from ≥8 weeks to ≥1 week for patients 
-- Cosopt (dorzolamide/timolol) eyedrops - photophobia as an undesirable ADR of unknown frequency 
-- Crestor (rosuvastatin) - interaction information between rosuvastatin 20 mg, single dose on 2 
separate days & vadadustat 600 mg OD for 8 days resulting in 2.47-fold increase in rosuvastatin AUC 
-- Depo-Medrone (methylprednisolone) with Lidocaine Suspension for Injection - acute myopathy 
reported with concomitant use of high doses of corticosteroids & anticholinergics e.g. neuromuscular 
blocking (NMB) drugs. Antagonism of competitive NMB drugs such as pancuronium & vecuronium 
has been reported in patients taking corticosteroids 
-- Inegy (ezetimibe/simvastatin), Zocor (simvastatin) tablets – palbociclib and ribociclib added to the 
table 'Drug Interactions Associated with Increased Risk of Myopathy/Rhabdomyolysis' 
-- Izamby 60mg (denosumab) and Junod (denosumab - following treatment discontinuation, decrease 
in bone mineral density (BMD) is expected, increasing risk of fractures; consequently, monitoring of 
BMD is recommended & alternative treatment should be considered according to clinical guidelines 
-- Kengrexal (cangrelor) - ticagrelor can be given at any time during cangrelor infusion or immediately 
after infusion discontinuation 
-- Lamzede (velmanase alfa) - infusion related reactions as an ADR of unknown frequency 
-- Mounjaro (tirzepatide) KwikPen - paediatric indication covering use in adolescents & children aged 
≥10 years with insufficiently controlled type 2 diabetes as an adjunct to diet & exercise, as 
monotherapy when metformin is not considered appropriate or in addition to other diabetes 
treatments 
-- Ozempic (semaglutide) - trial results in patients with peripheral arterial disease, inclusion of 
dysaesthesia as adverse reaction (frequency not known), and a warning that semaglutide is not 
recommended in patients with severe gastroparesis due to more serious GI adverse events 
-- Plegridy (peginterferon beta-1a) - data from paediatric CHARGE study to state very common ADRs 
include injection site erythema, influenza-like illness, headache & pyrexia. Safety & efficacy in children 
aged 10 to <18 years hasn't been established and no dose recommendation is made 
-- Reagila (cariprazine) - patients must use 'effective' contraception (rather than 'highly effective' 
contraception) during treatment and for at least 10 weeks following the last dose of Reagila 
-- Retsevmo (selpercatinib) - Stevens-Johnson syndrome (unknown frequency) from post marketing 
data. Advises selpercatinib must never be restarted if the patient develops a severe cutaneous 
adverse reaction such as this. 
-- Rifinah (isoniazid, rifampicin) - paradoxical reactions: after initial TB improvement with Rifinah, 
symptoms or lesions may worsen in early weeks/months. Cultures are usually negative, and this 
typically doesn’t indicate treatment failure 
-- Rybelsus (semaglutide) - dysaesthesia as a common ADR, and a warning that semaglutide is not 
recommended in patients with severe gastroparesis due to more serious GI adverse events 
-- Salamol (salbutamol) Easi-Breathe CFC-Free Inhaler - short acting beta-2 agonists should be co-
prescribed with an inhaled corticosteroid and to state the inhaler device doesn't have a dose counter; 
patients are therefore advised to consider keeping a spare inhaler & to maintain a record of doses 
delivered 
-- Wegovy (semaglutide) FlexTouch pre-filled pen – patients with gastroparesis (GS) may experience 
more serious/severe gastrointestinal ADRs so to be used with caution in this group and not used if GS 
is severe. Also, residual fluid may remain in pen, insufficient for an additional dose, after all 4 doses 
used 
-- Zyvox (linezolid) - Black hairy tongue and hypoglycaemia added as adverse effects 
- Risk minimisation materials 

mailto:nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au
https://www.anzca.edu.au/news-and-safety-alerts/reports-of-susceptibility-to-general-anaesthetics-in-certain-patients-of-venezuelan-origin
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/


Advancing quality use of medicines in NSW public hospitals and the wider community since 1988 
Ph: 0407418 072 ｜Email: nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au 
An initiative of NSW clinical pharmacologists & pharmacists 
ABN: 82 707 308 091 
 

-- Caffeine citrate 20 mg/ml Solution for Infusion and Oral solution - educational card containing 
information on indications, loading & maintenance doses, key warnings and other risk information 
-- Tranexamic acid intravenous formulations – serious including fatal adverse reactions due to 
inadvertent intrathecal administration - DHCP letter 
 
EMA 
- Ontozry (cenobamate): PRAC recommends new requirements for liver monitoring due to reports of 
severe liver injury - link 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- Identifies cases of serious liver injury in patients taking Tavneos (avacopan) for severe active Anti-
neutrophil Cytoplasmic Autoantibody (ANCA)-associated Vasculitis – link 
- New safety information or potential signals of serious risks identified from the FDA Adverse Event 
Monitoring System (AEMS) - updated 
- Hyaluronic acid products containing undeclared ingredients - link 
 
Great Ormond Street Hospital (GOSH) 
- Great Ormond Street Hospital (GOSH) project: Switching children and young people’s medication 
from liquids to pills - link 
 
TGA 
- Flixotide and Pavtide Accuhaler - GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) Australia Pty Ltd is issuing a product 
correction for certain batches as a small number may not automatically reload the next dose  
- Information about major medicine shortages – link 
-- About the shortage of Catapres (clonidine) 150 mcg tablets - link 
-- About the shortage of nicorandil tablets - link 
 

PAPERS OF INTEREST 

American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy (AJHP)  
- Treatment of transthyretin amyloid cardiomyopathy with tafamidis 61 mg — Real-world data from a 
tertiary center (TAFA-CRUZ study) - link 
- Tolerability and safety of a 3-step or 12-step chemotherapy desensitization protocol - link 
- Lp(a): A potentially modifiable cardiovascular risk factor - link 
- Pulmonary arterial hypertension: Focused therapeutic update - link 
- Comparison of pembrolizumab dosing regimens and incidence and severity of immune-related 
adverse effects: A retrospective, case-control study - link 
- Extended stability of meropenem in 0.9% sodium chloride injection stored at 23-25 °C - link 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
- Short Versus Longer Antibiotic Duration for Community-Acquired Pneumonia: A Multicenter Target 
Trial Emulation - link 
- How Would You Manage This Patient with Frequent Migraine Headaches? - link 
- Inpatient Management of Patients with Cirrhosis - link 
 
Arthritis & Rheumatology 
-Ixekizumab With Tirzepatide Achieved Greater Disease Control Than Ixekizumab Alone in Adults 
With Psoriatic Arthritis and Overweight or Obesity: Results From a Randomized Clinical Trial  - link 
- Glucagon-like peptide-1 receptor agonist therapy is associated with improvement in psoriatic 
arthritis-related and metabolic outcomes: A retrospective analysis of two cohorts - link 
 
Australian Prescriber 
- Metabolic dysfunction–associated fatty liver disease: an update - link 
- Measuring blood pressure accurately - link 
- Vitamin B12 deficiency: testing and treatment - link 
- Cytomegalovirus in pregnancy: prevention, maternal screening, and the role of antivirals - link 
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https://www.fda.gov/drugs/drug-safety-communications/fda-identifies-cases-serious-liver-injury-patients-taking-tavneos-avacopan-severe-active-anti
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https://www.fda.gov/consumers/health-fraud-scams/hyaluronic-acid-products-containing-undeclared-ingredients
https://www.gosh.nhs.uk/news/liquids-to-solids-the-simple-trick-transforming-childrens-lives-and-saving-thousands-of-pounds/
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/recalls-and-other-market-actions/market-actions/flixotide-and-pavtide-accuhalers
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages/information-about-major-medicine-shortages
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages-and-supply-disruptions/medicine-shortages/major-or-ongoing-medicine-shortages/about-shortage-catapres-clonidine-150-mcg-tablets
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages-and-supply-disruptions/medicine-shortages/major-or-ongoing-medicine-shortages/about-shortage-nicorandil-tablets
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxag106/8625797?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxag104/8633040?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxag110/8626341?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxag102/8614259?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxag105/8614261?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxag103/8586836?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/ANNALS-25-03538
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/ANNALS-26-00527
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/ANNALS-26-00513
https://acrjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/art.70134
https://acrjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/art.70170
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/articles/metabolic-dysfunction-associated-fatty-liver-disease-an-update.html
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/articles/measuring-blood-pressure-accurately.html
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/articles/vitamin-B12-deficiency-testing-and-treatment.html
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/articles/cytomegalovirus-in-pregnancy-prevention-maternal-screening-and-the-role-of-antivirals.html
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- Medication Mishap: Toxic interaction between atorvastatin and clarithromycin causing myositis and 
rhabdomyolysis - link 
- Letter to the Editor: Sunscreen, vitamin D and skin of colour - link 
- TGA Medicines Safety Update summary: Medicines containing vitamin B6 (pyridoxine, pyridoxal or 
pyridoxamine) - link 
- New drugs: Adrenaline (epinephrine) nasal spray for severe allergic reactions - link ; 
Foslevodopa+foscarbidopa for advanced Parkinson disease - link 
 
British Journal of Clinical Pharmacology 
- Paternal use of metformin and risk of major congenital malformations: A meta-analysis of 4 studies - 
link 
- Effect of oxycodone vs. morphine as first-line opioid on new persistent opioid use after orthopaedic 
surgery: A prospective sequential cohort study - link 
- Psychotropic medication use among community dwellers with and without Parkinson's disease – A 
nationwide cohort study - link 
- Sequential nephron blockade vs. sequential renin–angiotensin system blockade on central and 
ambulatory blood pressure in resistant hypertension: A randomized clinical trial - link 
 
 
 
British Journal of General Practice 
- General practice follow-up after hospital discharge in older adults: Retrospective records analysis - 
link 
 
British Medical Journal (BMJ) 
- Bird flu: First human case of H9N2 in Europe - link 
- The wellness inspired rise of continuous glucose monitors for people without diabetes, including 
those with metabolic disorders - link 
- Airway management of adults in the acute care setting - link 
 
Circulation  
- Evaluation and Management of the Child With Acute Decompensated Heart Failure: A Scientific 
Statement From the American Heart Association - link 
- 2026 ACC/AHA/AACVPR/ABC/ACPM/ADA/AGS/APhA/ASPC/NLA/PCNA Guideline on the 
Management of Dyslipidemia: A Report of the American College of Cardiology/American Heart 
Association Joint Committee on Clinical Practice Guidelines - link 
 
Cochrane  
- Antibiotic treatment for low back pain, radicular pain, or both - link 
- Melatonin treatment for neonatal encephalopathy - link 
- Pharmacotherapy for mild hypertension - link 
- Aspirin and other nonsteroidal anti‐inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) for preventing colorectal cancer 

and colorectal adenoma in the general population - link 
- Lenacapavir as pre‐exposure prophylaxis for HIV prevention - link 

 
Diabetes, Obesity and Metabolism 
- GLP-1 Receptor/Dual Agonists for Weight Loss: A Systematic Review and Network Meta-Analysis of 
RCTs - link 
- Lean Mass Changes With Incretin Therapy Versus Lifestyle Intervention: A Systematic Review and 
Meta-Analysis of Randomised Controlled Trials - link 
 
European Heart Journal  
- Fat, muscle, and anti-obesity medications in cardiovascular disease prevention - link 
- Pre-heart failure in early chronic kidney disease: clinical epidemiology and treatment - link 
- Lifetime benefits of finerenone on cardiorenal morbidity and mortality in chronic kidney disease and 
type 2 diabetes: a pooled analysis of FIDELIO-DKD and FIGARO-DKD trials - link 
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https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70551
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70553
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70560
https://bjgp.org/content/early/2026/03/25/BJGP.2025.0627
https://www.bmj.com/content/392/bmj.s605
https://www.bmj.com/content/392/bmj.s441
https://www.bmj.com/content/393/bmj-2025-086612
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/full/10.1161/CIR.0000000000001428
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/10.1161/CIR.0000000000001423#appendix-1
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD014221.pub2/full
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD013754.pub2/full
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- New-onset postoperative atrial fibrillation management and outcomes: the VISION Cardiac Surgery 
cohort - link 
 
Internal Medicine Journal 
- Outcomes of patients with unresectable or metastatic melanoma after cessation of immunotherapy 
following complete metabolic response or toxicities - link 
 
International Journal of Clinical Pharmacy 
- Evaluation of consistency in adverse event reporting between trial registry and publications in 
COVID-19 pharmacological intervention trials - link 
- Impact of clinical pharmacist-led behavioural theory-based discharge service to promote medication 
adherence in patients with acute coronary syndrome: a randomised controlled trial - link 
- A novel predictive model for evaluating thrombus regression in postpartum venous 
thromboembolism patients - link 
- Facilitators and barriers in using barcode technology to ensure safe medication dispensing, 
preparation, and administration in a children's hospital: a focus group study for clinical pharmacists - 
link 
- A qualitative study exploring the views of healthcare professionals regarding patients who have 
difficulty swallowing medicines - link 
- Drug-induced fever: a pharmacovigilance analysis based on the FDA adverse event reporting 
system - link 
 

JAMA 
- Discontinuation of Levothyroxine in Adults Aged 60 Years or Older - link 
- Management of Crohn Disease in Adults - link 
- Endometrial Cancer: A Review – link 
 
JAMA Internal Medicine 
- Management of Orthostatic Hypotension: A Review - link 
- Rapid Methadone Titration for Opioid Withdrawal Management - link 
- Deprescribing Intervention and Reduction of Proton Pump Inhibitor Use in Primary Care: A Cluster 
Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Pitfalls to Procalcitonin—Elevation in a Postvaccine Fever - link 
 
JAMA Psychiatry 
- Mirtazapine for Methamphetamine Use Disorder: A Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
 
Journal of Pharmacy Practice and Research (JPPR) 
- Making green easy: providing ward-based education and resources to optimise pharmaceutical 
waste management - link 
- Long-term stability of tacrolimus in compounded oral suspensions and ointment - link 
- Evaluation of ketamine dosing at a rural, community hospital in the emergency department and 
intensive care unit - link 
- Beyond ‘no blood, no drug’: rethinking clozapine monitoring in pharmacy practice - letter 
 
Lancet 
- Suicidal crisis: first regulatory approval of IV racemic ketamine - link 
- Prevalence of liver fibrosis in the general population (the LiverScreen project): a multinational 
European cohort study - link 
 
Lancet Diabetes & Endocrinology 
- World Autism Awareness Day: autism and metabolic health - link 
 
Lancet Psychiatry 
- Clozapine rechallenge after neutropenia: a retrospective cohort study in the UK - link 
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Molecular Diversity Preservation International (MDPI) – Pharmacy Journal 
- Lacosamide Safety During Pregnancy and Breastfeeding: A Single-Centre Experience and 
Comprehensive Narrative Review - link 
- Clinical Pharmacy in Radiopharmacy: A Cross-Sectional Survey of Practices Within the 
HUGOPharm Network - link 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
- GLP-1 Receptor Agonists - link 
- Celiac Disease - link 
- Multifaceted Strategies for Hypertension Control in Low-Income Patients - link 
- Intensive LDL Cholesterol Targeting in Atherosclerotic Cardiovascular Disease - link 
 
Pharmacotherapy 
- Incretin-Based Therapies for the Treatment of Binge Eating—A Systematic Review - link 
- SGLT2 Inhibitors and GLP-1 Receptor Agonists After Acute Kidney Injury: A Systematic Review 
With Meta-Analysis - link 
- Editorial: Exploring the Rabbit Holes of Pharmacotherapy – link 
- Association of Human Leucocyte Antigen with Tacrolimus Pharmacokinetics in Renal Transplant 
Patients - link 
- Contemporary Immunosuppression in Simultaneous Heart–Kidney Transplantation: A United 
Network for Organ-Sharing Database Analysis - link 
- Treatment Adherence to Oral Direct-Acting Antiviral Agents in Hepatitis C Infection - link 
- Beyond Monotherapy: The Superior Efficacy of Combined GLP-1 Receptor Agonist and SGLT2 
Inhibitors on Renal Biomarkers: A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis - link 
 

WEBINARS & PODCASTS 

Australian Prescriber Podcasts 
- E212 | Cytomegalovirus in pregnancy: prevention, maternal screening, and the role of antivirals 
 
Purple Pen Podcast 
- PPP 189 - Scabies 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Advanced Pharmacy Australia 
- Medicines Management MM2026, 22-24 October 2026, Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre - 
abstracts open now 
 
Safer Care Victoria 
- Webinar: Penicillin allergies: What ward staff need to know, 5 May 2026 13:00-13:30 - register 

 

Fortnightly TAG Mail – resources list   2nd April 2026 

NSW TAG ACTIVITIES 

Current Email Discussions 
2. Following recent changes to nivolumab and ipilimumab PBS listing: 

d. What is your planned governance for tumour-agnostic advanced or metastatic nivolumab 

/ipilimumab? 

e. What discussions have you had with your oncology dept? 

f. Have you developed any resources/guidance that you are willing to share with other LHDs? 

Please respond by COB 20/4/2026. 
 
Upcoming NSW TAG meeting dates 
NSW TAG General Member Committee Meeting: 22nd April 2026 3.30-4.30pm 

mailto:nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au
https://doi.org/10.3390/pharmacy14020058
https://www.mdpi.com/2226-4787/14/2/56
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMra2500106?query=featured_secondary_home
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMcp2415548#sec-7
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2504068
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2600283
https://accpjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/phar.70135
https://accpjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/phar.70137
https://accpjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/phar.70140
https://accpjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/phar.70141
https://accpjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/phar.70144
https://accpjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/phar.70126
https://accpjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/phar.70142
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/podcast/episode-212-cytomegalovirus-in-pregnancy-prevention-maternal-screening-and-the-role-of-antivirals.html?utm_source=mailchimp&utm_medium=edm&utm_campaign=podapr2026&utm_content=212&mc_cid=c7a2cc10d0&mc_eid=aab40d20f0
https://www.purplepenpodcast.com/home/2026/4/12/ppp-189-scabies
https://mm2026.adpha.au/abstracts/submission-information/
https://www.safercare.vic.gov.au/events/penicillin-allergies-what-ward-staff-need-to-know
https://www.pbs.gov.au/info/news/2026/03/changes-to-pbs-indications-for-nivolumab-and-ipilimumab
http://www.nswtag.org.au/important-dates/


Advancing quality use of medicines in NSW public hospitals and the wider community since 1988 
Ph: 0407418 072 ｜Email: nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au 
An initiative of NSW clinical pharmacologists & pharmacists 
ABN: 82 707 308 091 
 

Contact Sasha Bennett at sasha.bennett@svha.org.au for information about any email 
discussions, publications or upcoming meetings.  
 

EDITOR’S PICKS 

AJHP: Theoretical applications of artificial intelligence in smart infusion pump technology - link 
AJHP: Implementation of an ambulatory care–based pharmacist in the emergency department - link 
BJP: ASCP task force on the deprescribing of psychotropic medications for mood disorders - link 
BMJ: Accuracy of GFR estimation based on creatinine and cystatin C for monitoring moderate chronic 
kidney disease in adults- link 
CT:IQ: InFORMed: Redesigning Consent to Research- Information and resources- link 
Diab Care: Semaglutide effects in patients with schizophrenia, prediabetes, and obesity treated with 
second-generation antipsychotics - link 
DTB: Providing reliable drug information in a changing regulatory landscape - link 
EHJ: HFrEF in Sweden: adherence and persistence to quadruple pharmacotherapy prescription - link 
IMJ: Automated alerts to optimise HF and AF guideline-directed medical therapy in Australian 
healthcare - link 
IMJ: Recent Medicare rebates for key pharmacogenomic tests to prevent serious drug reactions - link 
IJCP: Eosinophilia-related adverse events reporting associated with medications - link 
IJCP: Drug-induced fever: pharmacovigilance analysis based on the FDA AERS - link 
ISMP Canada: A multi-incident analysis of reports associated with newer insulins – link 
JAMA: Perioperative Cardiovascular Medication Management for Noncardiac Surgery - link 
NICE UK: Better data for better decisions - link 
NIHR: Interventions to safely and effectively reduce (taper) use of opioids in CNCP- link 
Scottish Govt: Quality prescribing for chronic pain: guide for improvement 2026-2029 - link 
THIS Institute: microlearning resources of healthcare improvement key concepts & approaches - link 
 

OTHER NEWS 

NSW Health 
- Stay safe from mosquitoes this Easter long weekend and school holidays [2 April 2026] 
- Public health warning: Opioid overdoses after using drugs thought to be cocaine [30 March 2026] 
- Report released into RPA fungal outbreak [27 March 2026] 
- Measles alert for Nepean Blue Mtns [22 March 2026] ; western & northern Sydney [19 March 2026] 
- SN:009/26 Safety Notice (Amber) UPDATED: Giraffe and Panda warmer with Integrated 
Resuscitation System (iRes) and Giraffe Stand-alone Infant Resuscitation System [1 April 2026] 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – AUSTRALIA 

Agency for Clinical Innovation, NSW (ACI) 
The latest weekly Evidence Digest can be found here 
 
Australian Government Department of Health 
- Adolescent vaccinations brochure - link 
- Better Access fact sheet – professionals 
 
Australian Institute for Health and Welfare (AIHW)  
- First Nations Burden of Disease Study 2022 - main findings – link 
- National Opioid Pharmacotherapy Statistics Annual Data collection - update 
 
Clinical Excellence Commission (CEC) 
- Disruption to supply - link 
-- Clevidipine 25 mg/50 mL injectable emulsion - Dear Health Care Professional Letter 
-- cisatracurium 10 mg/5 mL solution for injection and cisatracurium (Nimbex) 150 mg/30 mL solution 
for injection, multiple brands - Medication Safety Communication 
-- fludarabine (Juno) 50 mg powder for injection vials, fludarabine (Ebewe) 50 mg/2 mL concentrated 
injection vials - Several international alternatives are available via the TGA’s SAS - link 
-- zinc (as sulfate) (Zincaps®) 50 mg capsules – see Don’t Rush to Crush – Zinc 
-- clonidine (Catapres) 150 microg tablets - TGA medicine shortage information and SSSI information 
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- Discontinued: Phytomenadione (Nutrition Care Vitamin K1) 10 mg capsules - International 
alternatives under SAS - link 
 

CT:IQ 
-InFORMed: Redesigning Consent to Research- Information and resources- link 

 
Department of Health 
-Expanded immunotherapy PBS listing to treat more cancers - link 

 
MIMS monthly updates 
- New Products 
-- Fedratinib (as dihydrochloride monohydrate) (Inrebic) for disease-related splenomegaly or 
symptoms in adults with primary myelofibrosis, post polycythaemia vera myelofibrosis or post 
essential thrombocythaemia myelofibrosis who are JAK inhibitor naïve or have been treated with 
ruxolitinib. Inrebic capsules contain fedratinib 100 mg and are available in packs of 120 
 -- Givosiran (sodium) (Givlaari) for Acute Hepatic Porphyria (AHP) in adults and adolescents aged 12 
years and older. Givlaari solution for injection contains givosiran 189 mg per 1 mL. 
 -- Influenza virus vaccine, trivalent (live attenuated) (FluMist) for prevention of influenza in children 
and adolescents from 24 months to less than 18 years of age. FluMist is contraindicated in children 
and adolescents who have had a severe allergic reaction (e.g. anaphylaxis) to the active substances, 
any of the excipients (e.g. gelatin), gentamicin (a trace residue), eggs or egg proteins (e.g. 
ovalbumin); with clinical immunodeficiency due to conditions or immunosuppressive therapy such as 
acute and chronic leukaemias, lymphoma, symptomatic HIV infection, cellular immune deficiencies, 
and high-dose corticosteroids; and those receiving salicylate therapy because of the association of 
Reye’s syndrome with salicylates and wild-type influenza infection. FluMist nasal spray contains live 
attenuated trivalent influenza virus 30 million fluorescent focus units per 0.2 mL and is available in 
packs of 1 or 10 
-- Mogamulizumab (Poteligeo) for the treatment of adults (≥ 18 years of age) with mycosis fungoides 
(MF) or Sézary syndrome (SS), who have received at least one prior systemic therapy. Poteligeo 
concentrate for infusion contains mogamulizumab 20 mg per 5 mL and is available in packs of 1 vial 
-- Repotrectinib (Augtyro) for the treatment of adults with ROS1-positive locally advanced or 
metastatic non-small cell lung cancer. Augtyro capsules contain repotrectinib 40 mg or 160 mg and 
are available in packs of 120 (40 mg) or 60 (160 mg) 
- New Indications 
-- Durvalumab (rch) (Imfinzi) in combination with FLOT (fluorouracil, leucovorin, oxaliplatin and 
docetaxel) chemotherapy, as neoadjuvant and adjuvant treatment, followed by adjuvant Imfinzi 
monotherapy, is now indicated for the treatment of adults with resectable gastric or gastroesophageal 
junction adenocarcinoma 
-- Selumetinib (sulfate) (Koselugo) is now also indicated for the treatment of adults with 
neurofibromatosis type 1 who have symptomatic, inoperable plexiform neurofibromas 
 
PBS 
- PBS restriction changes for antihypertensive dual therapy fixed dose combinations - 1 April 2026 
- PBAC Public Summary Documents (first time decisions not to recommend and deferrals) – 
November 2025 meeting - 20 March 2026 
- Drug Utilisation Sub-Committee (DUSC) Utilisation Analysis Public Release Documents - 20 March 
2026 
 
PREDICT Paediatric Research in Emergency Departments International Collaborative 
- Australasian Bronchiolitis Guideline: 2025 - update 
 
TGA 
- Database of section 19A approvals to import and supply medicines to address medicine shortages 
- AusPARs:  
-- Andriga (abiraterone and prednisolone) approved for the treatment of prostate cancer 
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-- Epyztek (ustekinumab) for treatment of several conditions including plaque psoriasis, psoriatic 
arthritis, Crohn’s disease, and ulcerative colitis 
-- Ixifi (infliximab) for several conditions including rheumatoid arthritis, ankylosing spondylitis, psoriatic 
arthritis, psoriasis, Crohn’s disease, refractory fistulising Crohn’s disease, and ulcerative colitis 
-- Vyvgart as an add on to standard therapy for the treatment of adults with generalised Myasthenia 
Gravis (gMG) who are anti acetylcholine receptor (AChR) antibody positive 
- Australian prescription medicine decision summaries: 
-- Jaypirca (pirtobrutinib) for adults with chronic lymphocytic leukemia/small lymphocytic lymphoma 
who have been previously treated with a Bruton's tyrosine kinase (BTK) inhibitor 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – INTERNATIONAL  

All Wales Medicines Strategy Group 
- All Wales self-administration of medicines framework - link 
 
British Pharmacological Society 
- Position Statement: Medications in pregnancy and breastfeeding - link 
 
British Society of Rheumatology 
- Rheumatology pharmacists job planning guidance - link 
 
Canadian Pharmacists Association 
- Sustainable blood glucose monitoring: Resource toolkit for pharmacists - link 
 
Community Pharmacy England 
- Free supply extended to ciprofloxacin for meningococcal outbreak - link 
 
Department of Health and Social Care 
- Pandemic Preparedness Strategy: building our capabilities - link 
 
electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- New products 
-- Apixaban 1 mg/ml Oral Suspension for treatment and prevention of recurrent DVT/PE, prevention of 
stroke and systemic embolism in adults with non-valvular AF and ≥1 risk factor, and prevention of 
VTE post-elective hip/knee replacement surgery 
-- Axhidrox (glycopyrronium) pump-pack 2.2 mg/pump actuation cream 2.2 mg/270 mg Cream POM 
Topical treatment of severe primary axillary hyperhidrosis in adults. Recommended dose is two pump 
actuations (equivalent to 4.4mg glycopyrronium) per armpit. Continuous treatment is required to 
maintain the effect 
-- Enrylaze (recombinant crisantaspase) 10 mg/0.5 ml Solution for injection/infusion licensed as part 
of a multi-agent chemotherapeutic regimen for treatment of acute lymphoblastic leukaemia and 
lymphoblastic lymphoma in adult and paediatric patients (≥1 month) who developed hypersensitivity 
or silent inactivation to E. coli-derived asparaginase 
-- Evorel (estradiol) Gel 500 microgram Transdermal gel in a pump dispenser licensed as hormone 
replacement therapy for estrogen deficiency symptoms in postmenopausal women 
-- Omvoh (mirikizumab) 200 mg solution for injection in pre-filled pen for treatment of adults with 
moderately to severely active ulcerative colitis who have had an inadequate response with, lost 
response to, or were intolerant to either conventional therapy or a biologic 
- New/extended indications 
-- Loqtorzi (toripalimab) 240 mg/6 ml Concentrate for Solution for Infusion for first-line treatment in 
adults, in combination with cisplatin and paclitaxel for oesophageal squamous cell carcinoma, and 
with cisplatin and gemcitabine for nasopharyngeal carcinoma 
-- Otulfi (ustekinumab) - paediatric Crohn’s disease indication added and safety updates to align with 
the originator product 
-- Veyvondi (vonicog alfa) - new indication for haemorrhage in children (<18 years) with von 
Willebrand disease, when desmopressin treatment alone is ineffective or contraindicated 
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-- Wakix (pitolisant hydrochloride) - license extension to include treatment of narcolepsy with or 
without cataplexy from the age of 6 years. All sections updated with corresponding information 
 
European Medicines Agency (EMA) 
- New treatment for relapsed extensive-stage small cell lung cancer - Imdylltra 
- Application for EU approval of blarcamesine for Alzheimer’s disease and dementia withdrawn - link 
- CHMP recommendations for (March 2026) 
-- approval of new medicines in the EU: nadofaragene firadenovec, tarlatamab, leniolisib, 
lurbinectedin, furosemide 
-- license extensions in the EU: inotuzumab ozogamicin, Capvaxive 21-valent pneumococcal vaccine, 
ferric maltol, serplulimab, marstacimab, setmelanotide, lomitapide, trametinib, mResvia, mexiletine, 
selpercatinib, deucravacitinib, dabrafenib 
-- approval of subcutaneous formulation of isatuximab (Sarclisa) 
-- restricting use of Tecovirimat SIGA 
   
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- New Drug approvals 
-- Avlayah (tividenofusp alfa-eknm) to treat neurologic manifestations of Hunter Syndrome - label 
-- Awiqli Flextouch (Insulin Icodec) 
-- first generic of Flovent HFA for treatment of asthma 
-- Foundayo (orforglipron), first new molecular entity under National Priority Voucher Program 
-- Kresladi (marnetegragene autotemcel), first gene therapy for severe Leukocyte Adhesion 
Deficiency Type I 
-- Lifyorlitm (relacorilant) to treat platinum-resistant epithelial ovarian, fallopian tube, or primary 
peritoneal cancer after one to three prior systemic treatment regimens, at least one of which included 
bevacizumab – letter 
-- Linerixibat (Lynavoy) for Cholestatic Pruritus 
-- Opdivo Nivolumab+Chemo for Classic Hodgkin Lymphoma 
-- Qfitlia (fitusiran), for Hemophilia A or B, with or without Factor Inhibitors 
-- Wegovy, fourth product under National Priority Voucher Program, Higher Dose Semaglutide 
 
Health Services Safety Investigation Body 
- Persistent risks to safe insulin care in hospitals - link 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) 
- Meningitis – Patient Factsheet 
 
MIMS Monthly Index of Medical Specialities 
- Obesity and pregnancy - link ; Simplifying primary care management of obesity - link 
- New salbutamol inhaler (Asthalin) launched in the UK - link 
 
NHS 
- The Menopause Optimal Pathway Toolkit (OPT) - link 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) UK  
- Better data for better decisions - link 
- Dupilumab for maintenance treatment of uncontrolled chronic obstructive pulmonary disease with 
raised blood eosinophils (TA1142) 
- Fezolinetant for treating moderate to severe vasomotor symptoms associated with menopause 
(TA1143) 
- Kidney cancer: diagnosis and management (NG256) 
- Fertility problems: assessment and treatment (NG257) 
- To reconsider lecanemab and donanemab for treatment of mild cognitive impairment and mild 
dementia due to Alzheimers’s disease - link 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Research (NIHR) 
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https://www.nice.org.uk/news/blogs/better-data-for-better-decisions
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta1142
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta1143
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- Interventions to safely and effectively reduce (taper) use of opioids in chronic non-cancer pain: a 
systematic review - link 
 
Neonatal & Paediatric Pharmacists Group 
- Choosing an oral liquid medicine for children position statement - link 
 
Royal Pharmaceutical Society 
- Medicines Shortages: Solutions for Empty Shelves (One Year On) - link 
 
Scottish Government 
- Quality prescribing for chronic pain: guide for improvement 2026-2029 - link 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- Spotlight, March 2026 
 
THIS Institute (The Healthcare Improvement Studies Institute) UK 
- has developed a series of short, accessible microlearning resources to help people working in 
healthcare improvement understand key concepts & approaches. Current & forthcoming topics 
include Governance & leadership ; Implementation science ; Collaboration-based approaches ; 
Spread, scale-up, & sustainability ; Values & ethics ; Making culture change happen ; Measurement 
for improvement - link 
 
UK Covid-19 Inquiry 
- Module 3 Report – The impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on the healthcare systems of the UK- link 
 
UK Health Security Agency 
- Meningitis B outbreak: what you need to know - link 
- Meningococcal disease: guidance, data and analysis - link 
- COVID-19: the green book chapter - update ; vaccine product information - link 
- Viral load of people living with HIV on effective anti-retroviral treatment (ART): A rapid systematic 
review - link 
- UKHSA Syphilis Response Plan - link 
- Travellers reminded to protect themselves against mosquito bites - link 
- UKHSA data shows increase in drug-resistant Shigella cases among gay and bisexual men - link 
 
 
 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
- Quadripartite guidance on One Health integrated surveillance of antimicrobial resistance and use - 
link 
 

MEDICATION SAFETY 

Australian and New Zealand College of Anaesthetists (ANZCA) & Faculty of Pain Medicine 
- Reports of susceptibility to general anaesthesia, in certain patients of Venezuelan origin - link 
 
electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- Revised SPCs 
-- Caprelsa (vandetanib) - no data on the effect of vandetanib on human fertility; effects on 
reproduction in paediatric patients treated with it are unknown. Results from animal studies indicate 
that it can impair male & female fertility 
-- Dalacin (clindamycin) - Kounis syndrome included among the severe hypersensitivity reactions 
reported in patients receiving clindamycin (unknown frequency) 
-- Mekinist (trametinib dimethyl sulfoxide) - "tattoo-associated skin reactions" - unknown frequency 
-- Micardis (telmisartan) tablets – dizziness added as an uncommon ADR 
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https://www.journalslibrary.nihr.ac.uk/hta/GDWP3572
https://nppg.org.uk/choosing-an-oral-liquid-for-a-child/
https://www.rpharms.com/recognition/all-our-campaigns/policy-a-z/medicines-shortages/medicines-shortages-one-year-on
https://www.gov.scot/publications/quality-prescribing-chronic-pain-guide-improvement-2026-2029/pages/7/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/spotlight-march-2026/
https://www.thisinstitute.cam.ac.uk/explain-this/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/documents/module-3-full-report/
https://ukhsa.blog.gov.uk/2026/03/18/meningitis-b-outbreak-what-you-need-to-know/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/meningococcal-disease-guidance-data-and-analysis#full-publication-update-history
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-the-green-book-chapter-14a#full-publication-update-history
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-vaccine-product-information-poster
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/69b93be4c06ba9576435ab07/viral-load-anti-retroviral-treatment-report.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/syphilis-public-health-england-action-plan/ukhsa-syphilis-response-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/travellers-reminded-to-protect-themselves-against-mosquito-bites
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/increase-in-drug-resistant-shigella-cases-among-gay-and-bisexual-men
https://iris.who.int/items/d5d40b26-b628-4110-9af7-982c32c71f1e
https://www.anzca.edu.au/news-and-safety-alerts/reports-of-susceptibility-to-general-anaesthetics-in-certain-patients-of-venezuelan-origin
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/


Advancing quality use of medicines in NSW public hospitals and the wider community since 1988 
Ph: 0407418 072 ｜Email: nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au 
An initiative of NSW clinical pharmacologists & pharmacists 
ABN: 82 707 308 091 
 

-- Otezla (apremilast) - available data with use in pregnancy have not established a drug-associated 
risk of major birth defects, miscarriage or adverse maternal/foetal outcomes. Studies of use during 
pregnancy have not identified increased frequency of birth defects in liveborn infants 
-- Qutenza (Capsaicin) – mention capsaicin’s effect on peripheral neuropathic pain is reversible and 
include mention of real world data showing repeated treatments with Qutenza could be correlated with 
a decrease in neuropathic pain symptoms, improvement in quality of life and sleep 
-- Tafinlar and Finlee (dabrafenib) - tattoo-associated skin reactions reported as ADR 
-- Tenormin (atenolol) – on PRAC recommendation, SPC updated to warn that concomitant use of 
beta-blockers with sulfonylureas could increase the risk of severe hypoglycaemia 
- Risk minimisation materials 
-- Toripalimab (Loqtorzi) Patient Alert Card: contains important safety information to lower the risk of 
immune-related side-effects, including when to seek immediate medical attention. The card should be 
carried by the patient at all times and shown to any healthcare professional involved in their care 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- Identifies cases of serious liver injury in patients taking Tavneos (avacopan) for Severe Active Anti-
neutrophil Cytoplasmic Autoantibody (ANCA)-associated Vasculitis - link 
- Requiring warning about Vitamin B6 Deficiency and associated seizures for drug products 
containing carbidopa/levodopa - link 
- New safety information or potential signals of serious risks identified from the FDA Adverse Event 
Monitoring System (AEMS) - updated 
- Removes age restriction for Neffy Nasal Spray - link 
 
Health Canada – MedEffect Notice  
- Health Product InfoWatch, March 2026 
 
ISMP Canada – Safety Bulletins 
- A multi-incident analysis of reports associated with newer insulins – link 
- Sharing Matters! Concerned Reporting Results in Improved Labelling to Reduce the Risk of Wrong-
Route Errors - link 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) UK 
- MHRA Safety Roundup: March 2026 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- Parkinson’s disease medicines in swallowing difficulties - link 
- Choosing an antidepressant for people with epilepsy - link 
- Advising on medicines during breastfeeding - link 
- Questions to ask when giving advice on medicines and breastfeeding - link 
- Example medicines to prescribe by brand name - link 
- Prescribing by generic or brand name - link 
- Supporting lithium safety across the system - link 
- SPS Medication Safety Update - March 2026 
 
TGA 
- Product Information safety updates - March 2026 
- Information about major medicine shortages – link 
-- About the shortage of Bicillin L-A (benzathine benzylpenicillin tetrahydrate) prefilled syringe for 
injection - link 
-- About the shortage of methylphenidate hydrochloride products - link 
-- About the changes to the supply of insulin products - link 
-- About the shortage of transdermal HRT patches - link 
-- About the Trulicity (dulaglutide) shortage - link 
 

PAPERS OF INTEREST 

American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy (AJHP)  
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https://www.fda.gov/drugs/drug-safety-and-availability/fda-requiring-warning-about-vitamin-b6-deficiency-and-associated-seizures-drug-products-containing
https://www.fda.gov/drugs/fda-adverse-event-monitoring-system-aems/new-safety-information-or-potential-signals-serious-risks-identified-fda-adverse-event-monitoring
https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/fda-removes-age-restriction-neffy-nasal-spray-2026a1000a0f
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/medeffect-canada/health-product-infowatch/march-2026.html
https://ismpcanada.ca/bulletin/insulins-mia/
https://ismpcanada.ca/bulletin/wrong-route-errors/
https://www.gov.uk/drug-device-alerts/mhra-safety-roundup-march-2026
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/parkinsons-disease-medicines-in-swallowing-difficulties/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/using-antidepressants-for-treating-depression-in-people-with-epilepsy/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/advising-on-medicines-during-breastfeeding/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/questions-to-ask-when-giving-advice-on-medicines-and-breastfeeding/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/example-medicines-to-prescribe-by-brand-name/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/prescribing-by-generic-or-brand-name/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/supporting-lithium-safety-across-the-system/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/medication-safety-update/
https://www.tga.gov.au/news/safety-updates/product-information-safety-updates-march-2026
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages/information-about-major-medicine-shortages
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages-and-supply-disruptions/medicine-shortages/major-or-ongoing-medicine-shortages/about-shortage-bicillin-l-benzathine-benzylpenicillin-tetrahydrate-prefilled-syringe-injection
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages-and-supply-disruptions/medicine-shortages/major-or-ongoing-medicine-shortages/about-shortage-methylphenidate-hydrochloride-products
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages-and-supply-disruptions/medicine-shortages/major-or-ongoing-medicine-shortages/about-changes-supply-insulin-products
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages-and-supply-disruptions/medicine-shortages/major-or-ongoing-medicine-shortages/about-shortage-transdermal-hrt-patches
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- Theoretical applications of artificial intelligence in smart infusion pump technology: Expert panel 
insights - link 
- Implementation of an ambulatory care–based pharmacist in the emergency department - link 
- Metabolic dysfunction–associated steatotic liver disease (MASLD): Integrating metabolic and hepatic 
management into pharmacy practice - link 
- Enhancing opioid overdose education and naloxone distribution through pharmacist-led community 
outreach - link 
- Clinical and economic benefits of pharmacist interventions in a non–multiple sclerosis neurology 
clinic - link 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
- Prevention of Recurrent Nephrolithiasis in Adults and Children: A Systematic Review - link 
- Timing of Pegfilgrastim Administration and Pegfilgrastim-Induced Bone Pain: A Prospective, 
Randomized, Phase 3 Trial - link 
- The Effect of Fluvoxamine and Metformin for Fatigue in Patients with Long COVID: An Adaptive 
Randomized Trial - link 
 
British Journal of Clinical Pharmacology 
- The decline of 6-thioguanine nucleotides is not linked to impaired efficacy or safety of thiopurines in 
pregnant women with inflammatory bowel disease - link 
- Manipulating prednisolone tablets for paediatric adjustments – dose accuracy and precision - link 
- Use of antiemetics in early pregnancy 2012–2022: A cross-sectional study - link 
- Exposure-adjusted safety and efficacy of GLP-I and GLP-1/GIP receptor agonists compared with 
non-GLP-I for weight management and type 2 diabetes: Based on FDA medical and statistical reports 
of 34 280 safety and 36 312 efficacy subjects - link 
- Tirzepatide during Ramadan in people with obesity without diabetes: A critical knowledge gap - link 
- Variation in oral liquid medicine concentrations dispensed to children and adults in primary care in 
England - link 
 
British Journal of Psychiatry 
- Association between phases of antidepressant treatment and hospital admission for older adults in 
English primary care: matched case–control study - link 
- Communication of information on benefits and harms of multiple competing medical interventions: 
three-group, open-label, randomised controlled trial - link 
- The American Society of Clinical Psychopharmacology (ASCP) task force on the deprescribing of 
psychotropic medications for mood disorders: Delphi expert consensus - link 
- Psychedelics in NHS services: exploring a model for real-world implementation of psilocybin - link 
 
British Medical Journal (BMJ) 
- Accuracy of glomerular filtration rate estimation based on creatinine and cystatin C for monitoring 
moderate chronic kidney disease in adults: prospective, longitudinal cohort study - link 
- What doctors need to know about meningitis B now - link 
- Effect of a clinical decision support system on stroke care quality and outcomes in patients with 
acute ischaemic stroke (GOLDEN BRIDGE II): cluster randomised clinical trial - link 
- Meningitis: MenB strain may have evolved to be more transmissible - link 
- Assessment and prevention of falls in older people and in people 50 and over at higher risk—
summary of updated NICE guidance - link 
- Advances in the pathophysiology and treatment of diabetic peripheral neuropathy - link 
 
Circulation  
- Prognostic Factors for Long-Term Risk of Stroke After Transient Ischemic Attack or Minor Stroke: A 
Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis - link 
- 2026 Dietary Guidance to Improve Cardiovascular Health: A Scientific Statement from the American 
Heart Association – link 
 
Cochrane  
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https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxag095/8541417?redirectedFrom=fulltext
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https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/the-british-journal-of-psychiatry/article/association-between-phases-of-antidepressant-treatment-and-hospital-admission-for-older-adults-in-english-primary-care-matched-casecontrol-study/02E474C51B535824E8B94D35EAE6E702
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/the-british-journal-of-psychiatry/article/communication-of-information-on-benefits-and-harms-of-multiple-competing-medical-interventions-threegroup-openlabel-randomised-controlled-trial/0DE670D02352CAA5BD30CBB5D458F57D
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/the-british-journal-of-psychiatry/article/abs/american-society-of-clinical-psychopharmacology-ascp-task-force-on-the-deprescribing-of-psychotropic-medications-for-mood-disorders-delphi-expert-consensus/B3B52FE514553347CB9048EC31E4DC2D
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/the-british-journal-of-psychiatry/article/psychedelics-in-nhs-services-exploring-a-model-for-realworld-implementation-of-psilocybin/BED0E750723C1C698C0F6BF0A1D6F178
https://www.bmj.com/content/392/bmj-2025-085005
https://www.bmj.com/content/392/bmj.s537
https://www.bmj.com/content/392/bmj-2025-085810
https://www.bmj.com/content/392/bmj.s549
https://www.bmj.com/content/392/bmj.s223
https://www.bmj.com/content/392/bmj-2024-081217
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/10.1161/CIRCULATIONAHA.125.078763
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/10.1161/CIR.0000000000001435
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- Aspirin and other nonsteroidal anti‐inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) for preventing colorectal cancer 

and colorectal adenoma in the general population - link 
- Lenacapavir as pre‐exposure prophylaxis for HIV prevention - link 

- Non‐clotting factor therapies for preventing bleeds in people with congenital hemophilia A or B - link 

 
Diabetes Care 
- Semaglutide Effects on Insulin Sensitivity and β-Cell Function in Patients With Schizophrenia, 
Prediabetes, and Obesity Treated With Second-Generation Antipsychotics: Findings From the 
HISTORI Trial, a 30-Week Randomized, Placebo-Controlled Trial With Semaglutide 1.0 mg Weekly - 
link 
 
Drug and Therapeutics Bulletin 
- NHS cost efficiencies: biosimilars to the rescue? - link 
- Republished case report: Levofloxacin-induced dyskinesia in an elderly patient with granulomatosis 
with polyangiitis - link 
- DTB select: Herpes zoster vaccination may prevent or delay dementia - link 
- Providing reliable drug information in a changing regulatory landscape - link 
- DTB select: Antidepressant effects on cardiometabolic parameters - link 
 
European Heart Journal  
- The ‘ten commandments’ for the 2025 ESC/EACTS guidelines for the management of valvular heart 
disease - link 
- Beta-blockers, depression, and anxiety after myocardial infarction: the BETAMI-DANBLOCK trial - 
link 
- Inflammatory pathways in atrial fibrillation: mechanisms and novel therapeutic targets - link 
- Palliative care in cardiovascular medicine - link 
- Volume vs intensity of physical activity and risk of cardiovascular and non-cardiovascular chronic 
diseases - link 
- Fat, muscle, and anti-obesity medications in cardiovascular disease prevention - link 
- Pre-heart failure in early chronic kidney disease: clinical epidemiology and treatment - link 
- Heart failure with reduced ejection fraction in Sweden: patient adherence and persistence to 
quadruple pharmacotherapy prescription - link 
 
European Journal of Hospital Pharmacy  
- Effects of pharmacist-conducted medication order verification in a hospital setting: a systematic 
review - link 
- Analysis of a serious adverse reaction of rhabdomyolysis precipitated by a possible interaction of 
methylprednisolone with atorvastatin: a case report - link 
- Using local clinical rules in a pharmacy service to detect risk prescriptions in older adult hospital 
inpatients: a proof-of-concept study - link 
 
Internal Medicine Journal 
- More effort needs to be put into automated alerts to optimise heart failure and atrial fibrillation 
guideline-directed medical therapy in Australian healthcare - link 
- Recent Medicare rebates for key pharmacogenomic tests: advancing equitable access to prevent 
serious drug reactions - link 
- Clinical risk factors and antimicrobial resistance associated with campylobacteriosis in Melbourne, 
Australia: a retrospective analysis - link 
 
International Journal of Clinical Pharmacy 
- A qualitative process evaluation of a clinical trial on bedside model-informed precision dosing of 
vancomycin in critically ill children - link 
- Global burden shift from infectious to non-communicable neurological disorders in adolescents and 
young adults (10–24 years): findings from the global burden of disease study 1990–2021 - link 
- Eosinophilia-related adverse events reporting associated with medications: a disproportionality and 
regression analysis of the FDA Adverse Event Reporting System - link 
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https://ejhp.bmj.com/content/early/2026/03/30/ejhpharm-2025-004741
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- Personalized prediction of initial valproic acid dose in children with epilepsy using machine learning 
techniques - link 
- Drug-induced fever: a pharmacovigilance analysis based on the FDA adverse event reporting 
system - link 
 

JAMA 
- Treatment of Helicobacter pylori Infection - link 
- Diagnosis and Management of Resistant Hypertension: A Review 
- Opportunity for Improved Menopausal Hormone Therapy Prescribing - link 
- Oral Nalbuphine in Idiopathic Pulmonary Fibrosis–Associated Cough: The CORAL Randomized 
Clinical Trial - link 
- JAMA Clinical Guidelines Synopsis: Caring for Patients with Sepsis - link 
- Evolocumab to Reduce First Major Cardiovascular Events in Patients Without Known Significant 
Atherosclerosis and With Diabetes: Results From the VESALIUS-CV Trial - link 
- Perioperative Cardiovascular Medication Management for Noncardiac Surgery - link 
 
JAMA Internal Medicine 
- Prompt and Intensive Antiviral Chemoprophylaxis in Nursing Home Influenza Outbreaks - link 
 
JAMA Network Open 
- Prescription Drug Promotion by Social Media Influencers: A Systematic Scoping Review - link 
 
Lancet 
- Prevention of urinary stones with hydration: a randomised clinical trial of an adherence intervention - 
link 
- Primary sclerosing cholangitis - link 
- Retroperitoneal fibrosis - link 
- Aspirin versus clopidogrel for chronic maintenance monotherapy after percutaneous coronary 
intervention: 10-year follow-up of the HOST-EXAM trial - link 
 
Lancet Diabetes & Endocrinology 
- Comparison of incidence patterns and risk profiles of ST-elevation and non-ST-elevation myocardial 
infarction in type 1 diabetes in Finland: a nationwide cohort study - link 
 
Lancet Infectious Diseases 
- Accelerating research and development of new vaccines against tuberculosis: 5-year progress on 
the global roadmap - link 
- Survival trends in patients with difficult-to-treat, antibiotic-resistant, Gram-negative infections in the 
era of next-generation antibiotics in the USA: a retrospective cohort study - link 
- Intravenous immunoglobulin treatment for long COVID: a case report of clinical and immunological 
findings - link 
 
Lancet Psychiatry 
- Association between GLP-1 receptor agonist use and worsening mental illness in people with 
depression and anxiety in Sweden: a national cohort study - link 
- Dose-dependent pharmacological mechanisms within the Neuroscience-based Nomenclature: a 
new concept to facilitate neuroscience-based prescribing - link 
- Women and psychosis: a guide to evidence-based, hormone-informed care - link 
  
Molecular Diversity Preservation International (MDPI) – Pharmacy Journal 
- Lacosamide Safety During Pregnancy and Breastfeeding: A Single-Centre Experience and 
Comprehensive Narrative Review - link 
- Clinical Pharmacy in Radiopharmacy: A Cross-Sectional Survey of Practices Within the 
HUGOPharm Network - link 
- Assessing the Frequency, Prescribing Patterns, and Characteristics of Patients Receiving Drugs 
with Pharmacogenomic (PGx) Guidelines Through an EMR: Follow-Up Analysis 5 Years Later - link 
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https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/fullarticle/2846967
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- Effectiveness of Gabapentinoids in Neuropathic Pain: A Single-Center Retrospective Study at a 
Specialized Institution in Mexico - link 
 
Medical Journal of Australia  
- Australian Guidelines for Assessment and Diagnosis of Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder: Overview 
of the Development Process and Revised Diagnostic Criteria - link 
- Antidepressant Prescribing in Australian Primary Care: Time to Reevaluate – letter – letter - letter 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
- Atezolizumab plus FOLFOX for Stage III Mismatch Repair–Deficient Colon Cancer - link 
- Transdermal Estradiol Patches in Locally Advanced Prostate Cancer - link 
- A Phase 3 Trial of Brepocitinib in Dermatomyositis - link 
- Discontinuation of Beta-Blocker Therapy after Myocardial Infarction - link 
- Intensive LDL Cholesterol Targeting in Atherosclerotic Cardiovascular Disease - link 
- Iptacopan in IgA Nephropathy — Final 24-Month Data - link 
- Left Atrial Appendage Closure or Anticoagulation for Atrial Fibrillation - link 
 
Pharmacotherapy 
- Pharmaceutical Considerations for Oncology Risk, Screening, and Drug Dosing in the Transgender 
Population - link 
- Outcomes of CDK4/6 Inhibitor-Based Therapy in Premenopausal HR+/HER2− Metastatic Breast 
Cancer: Real World Data From A Multicenter Study - link 
 
PLOS Medicine 
- Association between COVID-19 vaccination and sudden death in apparently healthy younger 
individuals: A population-based case-control study - link 
 
Prescrire International – April issue includes: 
- Editorial: Look to the past ; Lecanemab (Leqembi®) in early Alzheimer's disease ; Prescrire's drug 
ratings in 2025: a brief review; in-utero exposure to clomifene: malformations, and obstetrical and 
perinatal complications 
 

WEBINARS & PODCASTS 

Australian Prescriber Podcasts 
- E211 | Preventing infections in immunosuppressed patients 
 
Drug and Therapeutics Bulletin 
- DTB Podcast: Understanding clinical significance, and the new epinephrine nasal spray 
 
MJA Podcasts 
- Episode 3: Clinical Guideline for Diagnosing and Managing Acute Coronary Syndromes 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

Safer Care Victoria 
- Webinar: Penicillin allergies: What ward staff need to know, 5 May 2026 13:00-13:30 - register  
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NSW TAG ACTIVITIES 

Upcoming TAG meeting dates 
NSW TAG General Member Committee Meeting: 22nd April 2026 3.30-4.30pm 
Contact Sasha Bennett at sasha.bennett@svha.org.au for information about any email 
discussions, publications or upcoming meetings.  
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https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2026/224/3/antidepressant-prescribing-australian-primary-care-time-reevaluate
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https://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1004924
https://english.prescrire.org/en/Summary.aspx
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/podcast/episode-211-preventing-infections-in-immunosuppressed-patients.html
https://www.podbean.com/media/share/pb-28znt-1a655a6
https://www.mja.com.au/podcast/224/3/mja-podcasts-2026-episode-3-clinical-guideline-diagnosing-and-managing-acute-coronary
https://www.safercare.vic.gov.au/events/penicillin-allergies-what-ward-staff-need-to-know
http://www.nswtag.org.au/important-dates/
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EDITOR’S PICKS 

AJHP: Improving outpatient antimicrobial stewardship through a urine culture follow-up program 

utilizing pharmacist-led symptom assessment - link 
AJHP: Exploring the impact of medication type and infusion duration on IV smart pump alarms - link 
AJHP: Establishing a system-wide assessment of risk process for investigational drugs - link 
AJHP: Impact of early oral anticancer medication monitoring through ePatient assessments - link 

AIM:  Incentivizing Deprescribing for Health Care Quality Not Quantity - link 

BJCP: Pharmacokinetic drug–drug interactions with flucloxacillin and other isoxazolyl penicillins- link 
BJCP: Safety concerns reported by coroners following fentanyl patch fatalities in UK 1997-2024 - link 
BJGP: Tablets before liquids? Rethinking paediatric prescribing in primary care - link 
BMJ Maudsley Debate: Autism and ADHD: does the global rise in diagnosed neurodivergence reflect 
increased awareness of undiagnosed cases? - link 
BMJ: How Australia survived a sudden shortage of IV fluids - link 
BMJ QS: Is independent double-checking superior to single-checking in medication administration 
error detection?- link 
CPJ: The role of pharmacists in the management of patients with atrial fibrillation - link 
DTB select: Economic effect of harm with high-risk NSAID prescribing - link 
EJHP: Pharmacist-led medication review and optimisation service in cardiometabolic disease - link 
IJCP: Time-based outcomes of a pharmacist–doctor collaborative discharge med rec model - link 
ISMP Canada: Multi-incident analysis of reports re prednisone or prednisolone therapy – link 
ISMP Canada: - Embedding High-Reliability Principles for Safer Medication-Use Systems - link 
IJQHC: Lessons Learned from the Safety Investigation of an Omitted Dose Dispensed Medicine - link 
JAMA: Decision-Support System to Personalize Antidepressants in Major Depressive Disorder - link 
JAMA IM: Cannabis and Mental Health - link 
JAMA IM: Holding vs Continuing GLP-1/GIP Agonists Before Upper Endoscopy - link 
JAMA NO: Pharmacist service for deprescribing opioids and benzodiazepines in older adults - link 
JAD:  Antidepressant and anxiolytic medications and risk of mortality in people with dementia - link 
MDPI: Drug-Induced hyponatremia as a cause of emergency department attendance - link 
MDPI: Real-World comparison of IV vs. oral antimicrobial therapy for bone and joint infections - link 
MDPI: Impact of pharmacist-driven penicillin allergy de-labeling service on hospitalised patients - link 
MJA: NHFA and CSANZ: Australian Clinical Guideline for Diagnosing and Managing ACS 2025 - link 
Pharm J: Why Ramadan is a clinical opportunity for pharmacy - link 
PBS: PBAC advice on equitable access to GLP-1 obesity treatments - 17 March 2026 

P’therapy: Current state of clinical care of people with cystic fibrosis - link 
P’therapy: DILIConsult: multi-agent LLM framework for evaluating drug-induced liver injury in ICU - 
link 
P’theraoy: Comprehensive review of Candidozyma (Candida) auris management - link 
P’therapy Effect of losartan in preventing paclitaxel-induced peripheral neuropathy in breast Ca- link 
P’therapy: Impact of GLP-1 RAs on proteinuria in kidney transplant recipients - link 

RPS: Pharmacogenomic Resource: To support the competency framework for all prescribers - link 
UK Clinical Pharmacy Association: Handbook of Pharmacogenomics - link 

 
OTHER NEWS 
Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- Person-centred Care Insights – issue 8 
 
NSW Health 
- New report shows measles surge linked to Southeast Asia [12 March 2026] 
- Measles alert for … northern and western Sydney [13 March 2026], … Sydney [14 March 2026] 
- NSW expands free access to Japanese encephalitis vaccine to people visiting high-risk areas [17 
March 2026] 
- Immunisation Product Storage and Cold Chain Management (PD2026_012) [16 March 2026] 
- SN:006/26: Recall and disruption to supply of Gastrografin® and Urografin® contrast agents 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – AUSTRALIA 
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https://utppublishing.com/doi/10.1177/17151635251365148
https://dtb.bmj.com/content/early/2026/03/10/dtb.2026.000008
https://ejhp.bmj.com/content/early/2026/03/11/ejhpharm-2025-004897
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-026-02118-y
https://ismpcanada.ca/bulletin/prednisone-prednisolone-therapy/
https://ismpcanada.ca/bulletin/embedding-high-reliability-principles-for-safer-medication-use-systems/
https://academic.oup.com/intqhc/advance-article/doi/10.1093/intqhc/mzag028/8506520
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2845910
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/article-abstract/2846007
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/fullarticle/2846278
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https://www.mdpi.com/2226-4787/14/1/33
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2026/224/2/national-heart-foundation-australia-and-cardiac-society-australia-and-new
https://pharmaceutical-journal.com/article/opinion/why-ramadan-is-a-clinical-opportunity-for-pharmacy
https://www.pbs.gov.au/info/news/2026/03/PBAC-advice-equitable-access-to-GLP-1-obesity-treatments
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https://www.rpharms.com/recognition/setting-professional-standards/pgx-resource
https://pharmacogenomics-handbook.ukclinicalpharmacy.org/about-us/
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https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/sabs/Documents/2026-sn-006.pdf
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Agency for Clinical Innovation, NSW (ACI) 
The latest weekly Evidence Digest can be found here 
- Guiding the safe and responsible use of AI to improve healthcare – link 
- ADHD reforms update 2026-03-09 
 
Australian Government Department of Health 
- National Strategic Framework for Chronic Conditions 2026–35 - link 
 
Clinical Excellence Commission (CEC) 
- Medication Safety Update - link 
-- Advice on current disruption to the supply to Sugammadex 200 mg/2 mL injection vial, Codeine 
phosphate oral liquid, Polyvalent Snake Antivenom (equine) 4000 units injection vial  
-- New info added to existing medication: Benzathine benzylpenicillin, Dinoprostone vaginal gel 
-- Medications with a status change (Resolved): Tobramycin 80 mg/2 mL preservative free injection 
ampoules 
 
PBS 
- PBAC advice on equitable access to GLP-1 obesity treatments - 17 March 2026 
 
University of South Australia 
- PHARMA-Care National Quality Framework - link 
 
TGA 
- Database of section 19A approvals to import and supply medicines to address medicine shortages 
- AusPARs: 
-- Elfabrio (pegunigalsidase alfa) approved for long-term enzyme replacement therapy in adults with a 
confirmed diagnosis of Fabry disease 
-- Imdelltra (tarlatamab) provisionally approved for adults with extensive-stage small cell lung cancer 
(ES-SCLC) with disease progression on or after platinum-based chemotherapy 
-- Lutathera approved for somatostatin receptor-positive gastroenteropancreatic neuroendocrine 
tumours (GEP-NETs), including foregut, midgut, and hindgut neuroendocrine tumours in adults 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – INTERNATIONAL  

Access to Medicine Foundation UK 
- 2026 Antimicrobial Resistance Benchmark - link 
 
All Wales Medicines Strategy Group 
- Nivolumab plus ipilimumab recommended for neoadjuvant treatment of resectable stage III 
melanoma - link 
 
 
 
BBC Health News 
- Medical Journalists' Association annual lecture: England's chief medical officer (CMO) says relying 
on drugs to stop obesity would be 'societal failure' - link 
 
British National Formulary 
- BNF + BNFC Knowledge Updates – March 2026 
-- Cautionary and advisory labels – link 
 
Courts and Tribunals Judiciary UK 
- Prevention of future deaths report: Coroner calls for ICB to consider remedies for patients prescribed 
high-dose opioids over long periods on a regional basis - link 
 
electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- New products 
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https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/national-strategic-framework-for-chronic-conditions
https://www.cec.health.nsw.gov.au/keep-patients-safe/medication-safety/medication-safety-updates
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https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/auspar/elfabrio
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/auspar/imdelltra
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/auspar/lutathera
https://accesstomedicinefoundation.org/insights-resources/amr-benchmark
https://awttc.nhs.wales/accessing-medicines/one-wales-medicines-process/ow-decisions/nivolumab-plus-ipilimumab-for-melanoma/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/clyzx4eypv8o
https://www.pharmaceuticalpress.com/bnf-news/january-bnf-bnfc-content-updates-2/
https://www.pharmaceuticalpress.com/bnf-and-bnfc/news
https://www.judiciary.uk/prevention-of-future-death-reports/wendy-boddington-prevention-of-future-deaths-report/
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/
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-- Brinsupri (brensocatib) 25 mg film-coated tablets for non-cystic fibrosis bronchiectasis in patients 12 
years of age and older with two or more exacerbations in the prior 12 months 
-- Ofev (nintedanib) new strength 25 mg soft capsules for idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis and other 
chronic fibrosing interstitial lung diseases 
-- Ziihera (zanidatamab) 300 mg Powder for concentrate for solution monotherapy for infusion for 
adults with unresectable locally advanced or metastatic HER2-positive (IHC3+) biliary tract cancer 
previously treated with≥1 prior line of systemic therapy 
 -New indications 
-- Calquence (acalabrutinib) -monotherapy for adult patients with relapsed or refractory mantle cell 
lymphoma not previously treated with a BTK inhibitor 
  
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- New Drug approvals 
-- Deucravacitinib as first selective tyrosine kinase 2  Inhibitor for psoriatic arthritis 
-- Icotyde (icotrokinra) for moderate-to-severe plaque psoriasis in patients 12 years and older who 
weigh at least 40 kg and who are candidates for systemic therapy or phototherapy - letter 
-- Lynavoy (linerixibat) for cholestatic pruritus associated with primary biliary cholangitis - letter 
-- Wellcovorin (leucovorin calcium), first treatment for patients with cerebral folate transport deficiency 
-- Higher-dose Wegovy injection for weight loss - link 
-- Expanded age indication for RSV Vaccine - link 
-- Secukinumab for adolescent hidradenitis suppurativa - link  
-- New Combo (teclistamab plus daratumumab and hyaluronidase-fihj) for relapsed or refractory 
multiple myeloma  
 
Health Services Safety Investigation Body UK 
- Insulin: supporting safe self-administration for patients in the community with a mental health 
problem – strategy - report 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) 
- UK Space Agency, MHRA, RIO and CAA set out support for in-orbit manufacturing of 
pharmaceuticals - link 
- Draft guidance on good manufacturing practice (GMP) and the use of radiopharmaceutical 
investigational medicinal products (IMPs) in clinical trials - link 
- Approves deuruxolitinib (Leqselvi) to treat severe alopecia areata in adults – link 
 
NHS England 
- COVID-19 vaccine (5 years and over) Patient Group Direction - updated 
 
NHS Scotland 
- Accepted for use: 
-- Vorasidenib (Voranigo®) for astrocytoma or oligodendroglioma 
- Accepted for restricted use: 
-- Vanzacaftor/tezacaftor/deutivacaftor (Alyftrek®) for cystic fibrosis 
- Not recommended: 
-- Omaveloxolone (Skyclarys®) for Friedreich's ataxia 
-- Seladelpar (Livdelzi®) for primary biliary cholangitis (PBC) 
-- Zilucoplan (Zilbrysq®) for AChR antibody positive generalised myasthenia gravis 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) UK  
- Epcoritamab for treating relapsed or refractory follicular lymphoma after 2 or more lines of systemic 
treatment (TA1139) 
- Ruxolitinib cream for treating non-segmental vitiligo in people 12 years and over (TA1140) 
- Hypertension in adults: diagnosis and management (NG136) 
- Kidney cancer (QS215) 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Research (NIHR) 
- BEhavioural Weight Management: COMponents of Effectiveness (BE:COME) Synopsis - link 
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https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/drugsatfda_docs/appletter/2026/220295Orig1s000ltr.pdf
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https://scottishmedicines.org.uk/medicines-advice/seladelpar-livdelzi-ft-resub-smc2899/
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Royal College of Psychiatrists 
- Position Statement PS02/26: Menopause and mental health Implications for clinical practice, 
services and policy - link 
 
Royal Pharmaceutical Society 
- Pharmacogenomic Resource: To support the Competency Framework for all Prescribers - link 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- Preparing to use tocilizumab biosimilar - update 
- Managing controlled drugs for dental teams - link 
- PGD templates 
-- Ceftriaxone intramuscular injection for Neisseria gonorrhoeae - updated  
-- Metronidazole (oral) for use within sexual health services - updated 
-- Sodium chloride 0.9% in multi injector devices - link 
-- Palliative care: useful resources to support clinical decisions - update 
 
UK Clinical Pharmacy Association 
- UK Clinical Pharmacy Association Handbook of Pharmacogenomics - link 
 
UK Health Security Agency 
- Vaccine update: issue 369, February 2026 
- Effectiveness and cost-effectiveness of intervention strategies to increase vaccination uptake: a 
rapid systematic review - link 
 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
- WHO releases new target product profiles for urgently needed antibiotics - link 
- WHO launches first-ever implementation handbook to accelerate country action on hepatitis 
elimination - link 
 

MEDICATION SAFETY 

electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- Revised SPCs 
-- Augmentin (amoxicillin/potassium clavulanate) - haemophagocytic lymphohistiocytosis/macrophage 
activation syndrome, a syndrome of pathological immune activation which can be life threatening 
added as an ADR of unknown frequency 
-- Bildyos (denosumab) - following denosumab discontinuation, decrease in bone mineral density 
(BMD) is expected, leading to an increased risk for fractures, thus, monitoring of BMD is 
recommended, and alternative treatment should be considered according to clinical guidelines 
-- Bosulif (bosutinib) - cutaneous vasculitis added as uncommon ADR identified post-marketing in 
adults 
-- Calquence (acalabrutinib) - addition of new indication of use as monotherapy for adult patients with 
relapsed or refractory mantle cell lymphoma not previously treated with a BTK inhibitor 
-- CARVYKTI (ciltacabtagene autoleucel) - in the event a secondary malignancy occurs, the company 
should be contacted for reporting and to obtain instructions on patient samples to collect for testing 
-- Cerezyme (imiglucerase) - information updated on infusion-associated reactions (IARs) observed in 
patients treated with imiglucerase. Antihistamines, antipyretics, and/or corticosteroids can be given to 
prevent/ reduce IARs. If severe IARs occur, it should be stopped immediately 
-- Delstrigo (doravirine, lamivudine, tenofovir disoproxil fumarate) - hepatitis was not identified as ADR 
linked to doravirine during phase 3 studies, but has been observed in post marketing use of doravirine 
containing regimens & is included as ADR in SmPCs for lamivudine and tenofovir disoproxil fumarate 
-- Eldepryl (selegiline hydrochloride) should not be used in combination with serotonin agonists (e.g. 
sumatriptan, naratriptan, zolmitriptan, rizatriptan, lasmiditan) due to the risk of severe interactions 
(potentially leading to serotonin syndrome) 
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-- Exjade (deferasirox) - posology updated based on a non-interventional study, with an updated table 
on recommended doses for transfusional iron overload, and new tables on dose adjustments for 
transfusional iron overload and non-transfusion-dependent thalassaemia syndromes 
-- Faslodex (fulvestrant) - use included in combination with capivasertib for treatment of adults with 
HR+, HER2-ve locally advanced or metastatic breast cancer with ≥1 PIK3CA/AKT1/PTEN-alterations 
following recurrence or progression on or after endocrine-based regimen 
-- Imcivree (setmelanotide) - data included regarding immunogenicity in different patient groups under 
the undesirable effects section 
-- Intuniv (guanfacine) prolonged-release - 'Electrocardiogram QT prolonged' added as uncommon 
side effect, QTc interval paragraph of SPC updated to include post-marketing information, and ‘QT 
prolonged' added to section on signs and symptoms of overdose 
-- Kymriah (tisagenlecleucel) - reactivation of John Cunningham (JC) virus, leading to progressive 
multifocal leukoencephalopathy including fatal outcome reported in patients who have also received 
prior treatment with other immunosuppressive medications 
-- Lokelma (sodium zirconium cyclosilicate) – worsening of pre-existing heart failure added as a very 
common ADR. Patients with pre-existing HF, particularly those in whom an increased sodium intake 
may lead to fluid overload & decompensation, should be monitored for worsening disease control 
-- Meronem IV - Drug-induced liver injury (DILI) added as uncommon ADR. Liver function should be 
closely monitored during treatment and treatment discontinuation should be considered as clinically 
appropriate if DILI occurs. Hypokalaemia also added as an uncommon ADR 
-- Mounjaro (tirzepatide) – data from SURMOUNT‐5 trial (n=751, BMI ≥30 kg/m2 & ≥1 weight-related 

comorbidity) added. Treatment with tirzepatide 15mg for 72 weeks resulted in a superior reduction in 
body weight vs semaglutide 2.4mg (-21.6% vs. -15.4 % at week 72 from baseline, p<0.001) 
-- Rifinah (isoniazid, rifampicin) - contraindications regarding concurrent treatments has been 
expanded to include any medicines strongly affected by potential of rifampicin to induce drug 
metabolising enzymes and transporters (sofosbuvir added to examples) 
-- Senshio (ospemifene) - hyperhidrosis in association with the common ADR of hot flushes 
-- Tenormin (atenolol) - in response to PRAC recommendation, SPC updated to warn that 
concomitant use of beta-blockers with sulfonylureas could increase the risk of severe hypoglycaemia 
-- Veletri (epoprostenol) - urticaria added as ADR of unknown frequency 
-- VFEND (voriconazole) - contraindication of concomitant use with eplerenone and corresponding 
update in interactions section to note ‘although not studied, voriconazole is likely to significantly 
increase the plasma concentrations of eplerenone’ 
-- Vydura (rimegepant) - anaphylaxis added as an uncommon ADR, which has been reported in the 
clinical and post‐marketing settings 

-- Xeljanz (tofacitinib citrate) – cerebral venous sinus thrombosis as a subtype of Venous 
Thromboembolism added to the footnote of the Table ‘Adverse Reactions’ 
 
EMA 
- European PRAC warns about known risk of aseptic meningitis with Ixchiq (live attenuated 
chikungunya vaccine) - link 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- Launches New Adverse Event Look-Up Tool - link 
- Tazemetostat pulled from market over secondary cancer risk – link 
- Meningitis risk for young adults with chikungunya vaccine - link 
 
Health Canada – MedEffect Notice  
- Health Product InfoWatch – February 2026 includes … Psyllium and the risk of choking 
 
ISMP Canada – Safety Bulletins 
- Health care provider insights drive safer packaging – link 
-  Multi-incident analysis of reports associated with prednisone or prednisolone therapy – link 
- Standardize units of measure in the expression of levothyroxine strength across all sources of drug 
information - link 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
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- Collaboration opportunities to improve medication safety - update 
- Practice support for the Medication Safety Officer (MSO) - link 
- Assessing the clinical impact of sodium content in medicines - link 
 
TGA 
- Information about major medicine shortages – link 
-- About the discontinuation of Protaphane InnoLet insulin cartridges - link 
-- About the shortage of intravenous (IV) fluids - link 
-- About the shortage of transdermal HRT patches - link 
 

PAPERS OF INTEREST 

Age and Ageing 
- Antimuscarinic medication used for the treatment of overactive bladder in women and the risk of 
cognitive decline, cardiovascular disease and mortality—a systematic review - link 
 
American Journal of Cardiology 
- Mavacamten and Aficamten in Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy: A Systematic Review and Meta-
Analysis of Randomized Trials - link 
 
American Journal of Medical Quality 
- Targeted Deprescribing of PPIs in Ambulatory Care: Outcomes From a Resident-Led, Pharmacist 
Supported Intervention - link 
 
American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy (AJHP)  
- Peripheral neuropathic symptoms with GLP-1 receptor agonists: Insights from a large real-world 
cohort - link 
- Evaluating the impact of electronic β-lactam allergy alert suppression on antibiotic prescribing 
practices - link 
- Impact of a pharmacist-led adalimumab biosimilar interchange protocol on order processing time - 
link 
- Improving outpatient antimicrobial stewardship through a urine culture follow-up program utilizing 
pharmacist-led symptom assessment - link 
- Exploring the impact of medication type and infusion duration on IV smart pump alarms - link 
- Impact of implementing an order panel for insulin and dextrose dosing for management of 
hyperkalemia in emergency department patients - link 
- Establishing a system-wide assessment of risk process for investigational drugs - link 
- The impact of early oral anticancer medication monitoring through electronic patient assessments - 
link 
- Implementation of a pharmacy technician medication history service at a pediatric health system - 
link 
- Efficacy and risks of psychedelics in treatment of posttraumatic stress disorder: A systematic review 
- link 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
- Update Alert 4: Nonpharmacologic and Pharmacologic Treatments of Adult Patients With Major 
Depressive Disorder: A Systematic Review and Network Meta-analysis for a Clinical Guideline by the 
American College of Physicians - link 
- Incentivizing Deprescribing for Health Care Quality Not Quantity - link 
 
Arthritis & Rheumatology 
- Biological/targeted synthetic DMARDs do not arrest bone loss in patients with rheumatoid arthritis: a 
long-term multicenter observational study - link 
- Immune checkpoint inhibitor-associated inflammatory arthritis - link 
 
British Journal of Clinical Pharmacology 
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- The pancreatic signal of GLP-1 receptor agonists: A biliary phenomenon rather than direct toxicity - 
link 
- Pharmacokinetic drug–drug interactions with flucloxacillin and other isoxazolyl penicillins: A 
systematic literature review and practical guide - link 
- Factors associated with intentional non-adherence to endocrine treatment among early breast 
cancer survivors: A multicenter cross-sectional study - link 
- The evolving therapeutic landscape of spinal muscular atrophy – A scoping review of investigational 
agents, emerging delivery technologies and strategic innovations - link 
- Application of paediatric cetirizine PBPK model to guide precision medicine and understand renal P-
glycoprotein ontogeny - link 
- Consistency and clarity of pharmacogenomic guidance in UK medicine patient information leaflets: A 
cross-sectional analysis - link 
- Safety concerns reported by coroners following fentanyl patch fatalities in England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland between 1997 and 2024 - link 
 
British Journal of General Practice 
- Completion vs. early discontinuation of chemotherapy and the impact on 5-year all-cause mortality in 
women treated for early-stage breast cancer from 2015 to 2020: A cohort study using a target trial 
emulation approach - link 
- Tablets before liquids? Rethinking paediatric prescribing in primary care - link 
 
British Journal of Psychiatry 
- Effect of pharmacological treatment of attention–deficit hyperactivity disorder on contacts with child 
welfare services - link 
- ADHD (over) diagnosis: fiction, fashion and failure - link 
 
British Medical Journal (BMJ) 
- Glucagon-like peptide-1 receptor agonists and risk of substance use disorders among US veterans 
with type 2 diabetes: cohort study - link 
- Prognostic score for predicting respiratory admissions among patients with chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease in primary care: development and validation in population cohorts (Birmingham 
Lung Improvement Studies (BLISS)) - link 
- Autism and ADHD: does the global rise in diagnosed neurodivergence reflect increased awareness 
of undiagnosed cases? - link 
- Chronic heart failure in adults: diagnosis and management—summary of updated NICE guidance 
- Prenatal antiseizure drug exposure and risk of neurodevelopmental disorders in children: population 
based cohort study - link 
- Camrelizumab plus CAPOX with camrelizumab based maintenance versus CAPOX alone as initial 
treatment for gastric or gastro-oesophageal junction adenocarcinoma: randomised phase 3 trial - link 
- Pyrotinib or placebo in combination with trastuzumab and docetaxel for HER2 positive metastatic 
breast cancer: long term survival results from randomised phase 3 PHILA trial - link 
- How Australia survived a sudden shortage of IV fluids - link 
- How does covid-19 affect the skin? - link 
- New and emerging treatments for anxiety disorders - link 
 
BMJ Quality and Safety 
- Is independent double-checking superior to single-checking in medication administration error 
detection? A randomised controlled simulation trial - link 
- Does bypassing nearby hospitals for high-quality care reduce case fatality among inpatients who 
had a stroke? A retrospective study of 328 206 cases - link 
 
Canadian Pharmacists Journal 
- The role of pharmacists in the management of patients with atrial fibrillation: A systematic review 
and meta-analysis - link 
 
Drug and Therapeutics Bulletin 
- Zuranolone for the treatment of moderate or severe postnatal depression - link 
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- DTB select: Economic effect of harm with high-risk NSAID prescribing - link 
- DTB Select: First trimester antidepressant use and miscarriage - link 
 
EClinical Medicine 
- Trajectory of weight regain after cessation of GLP-1 receptor agonists: a systematic review and 
nonlinear meta-regression - link 
 
European Heart Journal  
- Aficamten in symptomatic obstructive hypertrophic cardiomyopathy: the FOREST-HCM long-term 
study - link 
- Semaglutide in peripheral artery disease and diabetes by baseline disease severity and age: the 
STRIDE trial - link 
- Novel cardiovascular metabolic risk factor mechanisms and therapeutic opportunities: European 
scientific statement - link 
- Proprotein convertase subtilisin/kexin Type 9 inhibitors: past, present, and future - link 
 
European Journal of Hospital Pharmacy  
- Support for deprescribing in European clinical practice guidelines: a systematic review - link 
- Impact of CYP2C19 genotyping on clopidogrel therapy adjustments in patients with stroke or TIA - 
link 
- Evaluation of a pharmacist-led medication review and optimisation service in the management of 
cardiometabolic disease - link 
 
International Journal of Clinical Pharmacy 
- Evaluating time-based outcomes of a pharmacist–doctor collaborative discharge medication 
reconciliation model: an observational study - link 
- Safety evaluation of afatinib in patients with a history of interstitial lung disease using data from an 
administrative claims database in Japan - link 
- Antidepressant drug use in Europe: past consumption, prescribing patterns and forecast until 2030 - 
link 
  
International Journal for Quality in Health Care 
- Lessons Learned from the Safety Investigation of an Omitted Dose Dispensed Medicine - link 
 
ISMP Canada Safety Bulletin 
- Embedding High-Reliability Principles for Safer Medication-Use Systems - link 
 

JAMA 
- A Decision-Support System to Personalize Antidepressant Treatment in Major Depressive Disorder - 
link 
- Obesity and Cancer: A Translational Science Review - link 
- Peanut Allergy - link 
- Tumor Debulking in Combination With Chemotherapy in Multiorgan Metastatic Colorectal Cancer: 
The ORCHESTRA Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Medications to Treat Opioid Use Disorder - link 
 
JAMA Internal Medicine 
- Cannabis and Mental Health - link 
- Extended-Release vs Sublingual Buprenorphine in Pregnancy Through 12 Months Post Partum: A 
Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Holding vs Continuing GLP-1/GIP Agonists Before Upper Endoscopy: The OCULUS Randomized 
Clinical Trial - link 
 
JAMA Network Open 
- A Pharmacist Consultant Service for Deprescribing Opioids and Benzodiazepines in Older Adults: A 
Cluster Randomized Trial - link 
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- Fluticasone- vs Budesonide-Based Dual Therapy for COPD - link 
 
Journal of Alzheimer's Disease 
- Antidepressant and anxiolytic medications and risk of mortality in people with dementia: A nested 
case-control study in Northern Ireland - link 
 
Journal of the American College of Cardiology 
- 2026 Joint US Guideline on the Management of Dyslipidaemia - link 
 
Journal of Antimicrobial Chemotherapy 
- Fluoroquinolones and the risk of panic attacks: a systematic review and disproportionality analysis 
using individual case safety reports from the FDA Adverse Event Reporting System (FAERS) database 
- link 
 
Journal of Pharmacy Practice and Research (JPPR) 
- Effect of a lubricating jelly paste on swallowing pills in patients with subjective swallowing difficulty: a 
pilot randomised controlled trial - link 
 
Lancet 
- Seminar: Atrial fibrillation - link 
- Pyruvate kinase activators in hereditary haemolytic anaemias: current evidence and clinical potential 
- link 
- Sickle cell disease - link 
 
Lancet Diabetes & Endocrinology 
- Trends in cause-specific mortality among people with and without diabetes in high-income settings: 
a multinational, population-based study - link 
 
Lancet Psychiatry 
- Announcing the Lancet Psychiatry Commission on Women's Mental Health: a new era for mental 
health - link 
- Cardiometabolic prediction models for young people with psychosis spectrum disorders in the UK 
(PsyMetRiC 2.0): a retrospective, multicohort clinical prediction model study - link 
- The efficacy and safety of cannabinoids for the treatment of mental disorders and substance use 
disorders: a systematic review and meta-analysis - link 
  
Molecular Diversity Preservation International (MDPI) – Pharmacy Journal 
- Drug-Induced Hyponatremia as a Cause of Emergency Department Attendance - link 
- Real-World Comparison of Intravenous vs. Oral Antimicrobial Therapy for Bone and Joint Infections 
- link 
- Effects of Thickening Agents Used in Dysphagia on the In Vitro Dissolution of Gliclazide - link 
- Beta Blocker Intoxications in Belgium: A Data Analysis with Focus on Propranolol - link 
- Effectiveness of SGLT2 Inhibitors in Type 2 Diabetes: A Systematic Integrative Review of Reviews 
and Comparative Effectiveness Studies (2020–2025) - link 
- Impact of a Pharmacist-Driven Penicillin Allergy De-Labeling Service (PADLS) on Hospitalized 
Patients - link 
- ACE Inhibitor/ARB Therapy and Other Risk Factors for COVID-19 Infection in Elderly Hypertensive 
Patients: Sub-Group Analysis Based on a Single-Center, Retrospective, Observational Study in Japan 
- link 
- Direct Oral Anti-Xa Anticoagulants and the Future of Factor XI/FXIa Inhibition: A New Paradigm in 
Thrombosis Prevention - link 
- Trends in Antipsychotic Drug Use in the United States, 2000–2016 - link 
 
Medical Journal of Australia  
- National Heart Foundation of Australia and Cardiac Society of Australia and New Zealand: 
Australian Clinical Guideline for Diagnosing and Managing Acute Coronary Syndromes 2025 - link 
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New England Journal of Medicine 
- Finerenone in Type 1 Diabetes and Chronic Kidney Disease - link 
- Neoadjuvant GOLP in Resectable High-Risk Intrahepatic Cholangiocarcinoma - link 
- Bleeding Risk with Apixaban vs. Rivaroxaban in Acute Venous Thromboembolism - link 
- Efficacy and Safety of Obinutuzumab in Active Systemic Lupus Erythematosus - link 
- Inhaled Treprostinil for Idiopathic Pulmonary Fibrosis - link 
- Romiplostim versus Placebo for Chemotherapy-Induced Thrombocytopenia - link 
- Polymyalgia Rheumatica - link 
- High-Flow or Standard Oxygen in Acute Hypoxemic Respiratory Failure - link 
 
NEJM Evidence 
- Valproate Use by Fathers and Risk of Neurodevelopmental Disorders in Children - link 
 
Pediatrics (American Academy of Pediatrics) 
- Clinical Practice Guideline for Diagnosis and Management of Faltering Weight - link 
- Case report: Pulmonary Hypertension Associated With Vitamin C Deficiency Is Rapidly Reversible  - 
link 
- Case report: Ruxolitinib and Tocilizumab for Child Bronchiolitis Obliterans After Toxic Epidermal 
Necrolysis - link 
 
Pharmaceutical Journal 
- Why Ramadan is a clinical opportunity for pharmacy - link 
 
Pharmacotherapy 
- A Systematic Review of Clinically Significant Drug–Drug Interactions With Phenobarbital and 
Primidone - link 
- Current State of Clinical Care of People with Cystic Fibrosis - link 
- DILIConsult: A Multi-Agent Large Language Model Framework for Evaluating Drug-Induced Liver 
Injury in ICU Settings - link 
- Comprehensive Review of Candidozyma (Candida) auris Management: Insights From the Society of 
Infectious Diseases Pharmacists - link 
- Letters: Response to “Comment on C-Reactive Protein and Neutrophil-to-Lymphocyte Ratio: Can 
They Be Used Interchangeably in Tracking Clozapine-Related Inflammation?” - link - link 
- The Effect of Losartan in Preventing Paclitaxel-Induced Peripheral Neuropathy in Breast Cancer: A 
Randomized, Controlled Study - link 
- Impact of Glucagon-Like Peptide-1 Receptor Agonists on Proteinuria in Kidney Transplant 
Recipients - link 
- Models Integrating Disease Heterogeneity and MPA Exposure Predict Systemic and Renal Efficacy 
of Mycophenolate in Pediatric Lupus Nephritis - link 
- Safety and Efficacy of Recaticimab in Dyslipidemia: A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis of 
Randomized Controlled Trials - link 
- Real-World Cardiovascular Outcomes of GLP-1 Receptor Agonists in Women With Type 2 Diabetes 
and Breast Cancer - link 
- Effectiveness of Stimulant Treatment in Preventing Fractures and Head Injuries in Patients With 
Narcolepsy: A Self-Controlled Case Series Study - link 
 

CONSULTATIONS  

TGA 
- Proposed changes to labelling of medicines supplied in Australia - closing 23 March 2026 - link 
 

WEBINARS & PODCASTS 

Australian Prescriber Podcasts 
- Episode 210 – Intra-articular hyaluronic acid (viscosupplementation) for osteoarthritis – is it 
effective? 
 
Monthly Index of Medical Specialities (MIMS) UK 
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- Podcast: diagnosing atrial fibrillation and preventing stroke 
 
Purple Pen Podcast 
- PPP 187 - Menopause Part 1 with Prof Susan Davis 
- PPP 188 - Menopause Part 2 with Jarrah Anderson and Bo Youn Kim  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

FIP 
- Webinar: Using data to prevent and mitigate the effects of medicines shortages, 8 April 2026, 13:00-
14:30 CEST - register 
 
Safer Care Victoria 
- Webinar: Penicillin allergies: What ward staff need to know, 5 May 2026 13:00-13:30 - register 
 

 

Fortnightly TAG Mail – resources list   5th March 2026 
CATAG 

-CATAG In Action: Strengthening medicines governance for a healthier Australia - link 
 
-CATAG SURVEY: Identifying which pieces of work CATAG should focus on next. 
Identifying iwhich pieces of work CATAG should focus on next. 

The survey asks you to rank priorities in two ways: 

1.Based on what is most important for your jurisdiction or MTC, and 

2. Based on what you believe will be most appealing to potential funders. 
The link to the survey is: Prioritising CATAG work outputs – Fill out form. 
Please complete the survey by COB Friday 20th March 2026. 
 

EDITOR’S PICKS 

AHRQ USA: Machine Learning Tools To (Semi-)Automate Evidence Synthesis: A Rapid Review and 
Evidence Map - link 
AHRQ USA: Toolkit for Improving Skin Care and MDRO Prevention in Long-Term Care - link 
AJHP: Could a pharmacy accountability measure increase use of clozapine? - link 
AIM: Effectiveness, Comparative Effectiveness, and Harms of COVID-19 Vaccines in Adults- link 
AIM: Risk for Bleeding in Patients With AF From Concomitant Use of Apixaban or Rivaroxaban With 
Diltiazem Compared with Metoprolol - link 
AIM: Efficacy, Comparative Effectiveness, and Harm of RSV Vaccines in Adults - link 
BJCP: Unintentional medication discrepancies and postoperative ADEs in patients with cancer - link 
BJCP: Efficacy, safety and cost-effectiveness of CAR-T therapy - link 
BJCP: Do drugs approved via expedited approval pathways have therapeutic advantages? - link 
BMJ: Psychedelic medicine: mechanisms, evidence, and translation to practice - link 
BMJ: Making trials in children and adolescents count: why CONSORT-C matters - link 
Circ: Risk of HF Hospitalization for GLP-1 RAs vs DPP-4is or SGLT-2is in Patients With T2DM- link 
DOM: Efficacy & safety of adding 4th oral antidiabetic drug vs metformin dose increase in T2DM - link 
EHJ: Delirium in cardiovascular medicine - link  
EHJ: Early initiation of disease-modifying therapy in community patients with suspected HF- link 
EJHP: Independent pharmacist prescribing for cardiometabolic factors in chronic non-communicable 
diseases - link 
Heart: Pharmacological strategies to prevent cancer therapy-related cardiovascular toxicity - link 
HTA: Clinical and cost-effectiveness of eculizumab withdrawal in aHUS - link 
IMJ: Early outcomes from a new multidisciplinary cardiometabolic clinic - link 
IMJ: Alcohol use disorder: an Australian perspective - link 
JAMA NO: Pharmacist Intervention for Safer Prescribing in Patients With T2DM at High Risk- link 
MDPI: Pharmacist Interventions to Reduce Medication-Related Problems in a Neonatal CCU - link 
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NHS Benchmarking Network: Cardiovascular disease quality improvement data packs - link 
P’therapy: Maternal and Pediatric Precision in Therapeutic Knowledge Portal (MPRINT-KP): 
Landscape Analysis of Pharmacology Research in Maternal and Pediatric Patient Populations - link 
Scottish Government: Polypharmacy Guidance- 2026 – 2029 - link 
SPS NHS UK: Introduction to advanced therapy medicinal products (ATMPs) - link 
 

OTHER NEWS 

 NSW Health 
- Measles alert for … Western Sydney [3 March 2026] ; South Western Sydney [28 February 2026] ; 
western Sydney, inner west, and Sydney CBD [25 February 2026] ; Sydney airport, south west 
Sydney and northern Sydney [21 February 2026] 
- Intravascular Access Devices (IVAD) - Infection Prevention and Control (PD2026_005) 
- SN005/26 Updated: Clinician Alert – Measles in NSW 
- SN004/26 Updated: Changes to adult cryoprecipitate doses: Implications for Major Haemorrhage 
Protocols 
- SN003/26 Updated: Assessment and care in early labour; opioid and non-opioid analgesia 
 
TGA 
- Peptides and social media - link 
- Buying health products online has risks - link 
- Buying medicines and medical devices online - link 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – AUSTRALIA 

Advanced Pharmacy Australia (AdPha) 
- Clinicians call for national advisory line to manage medicines shortages - link 
 
Agency for Clinical Innovation, NSW (ACI) 
The latest weekly Evidence Digest can be found here 
- ADHD reforms update 2026-02-24 - link 
 
Australian Centre for Disease Control 
- AURA REPORT: Sixth Australian report on antimicrobial use and resistance in human health - link 
 
Australian Government Department of Health 
- Notification of a prescribing-only hospital form - link 
- Application for a hospital authority to prescribe and/or supply pharmaceutical benefits and/or highly 
specialised drugs form - link 
- ATAGI Statement on the administration of seasonal influenza vaccines in 2026 - link 
- 2026 influenza vaccination – Program advice for health professionals – fact sheet 
 
Australian Institute for Health and Welfare (AIHW)  
- Chronic respiratory conditions - update 
 
Clinical Excellence Commission (CEC) 
- BCG (Bacillus Calmette-Guerin) vaccine powder for injection discontinued – Dear HCP letter 
- Sodium valproate 100 mg crushable tablets disruption – Refer to Don’t Rush to Crush – Sodium 
valproate via NSW Health portal 
 
Flinders University and Monash University 
- Improving medication management together: A practical guide to establishing and leading a quality 
improvement collaborative - link 
 
MIMS monthly updates 
- New Products 
-- Belantamab mafodotin (rch) (Blenrep) for adults with relapsed or refractory multiple myeloma in 
combination with bortezomib and dexamethasone in patients who have received at least one prior 
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therapy and in combination with pomalidomide and dexamethasone in patients who have received at 
least one prior therapy including lenalidomide 
 -- Glofitamab (rch) (Columvi) in combination with gemcitabine and oxaliplatin with obinutuzumab 
pretreatment is indicated for adult patients with relapsed or refractory diffuse large B-cell lymphoma 
(DLBCL) not otherwise specified who are not candidates for autologous stem cell transplant. Columvi 
monotherapy with obinutuzumab pretreatment has provisional approval for the treatment of adult 
patients with relapsed or refractory DLBCL after two or more lines of systemic therapy  
-- Sotatercept (Winrevair) for adults with PAH in WHO functional class II or III, in combination with 
standard therapy. Efficacy has been shown in idiopathic and heritable PAH, PAH associated with 
connective tissue disease, drug or toxin-induced PAH and PAH associated with congenital heart 
disease with repaired shunts 
- New Presentations 
-- Aripiprazole (monohydrate) (Abilify Maintena Pre-Filled Syringe) now available as a powder with 
solvent for prolonged release injection presented in a prefilled dual chamber syringe containing 
aripiprazole 300 mg or 400 mg powder (front chamber) plus solvent (rear chamber):packs of 1 syringe 
 -- Brimonidine tartrate (Alphagan P 1.0) now in a 0.1% (1 mg/mL) ophthalmic solution, 5 mL bottle 
 -- Influenza virus vaccine, split virion, trivalent (inactivated) (Fluzone) now available and indicated for 
use in adults and children 6 months and older for active immunisation of influenza disease caused by 
influenza A subtype viruses and type B viruses contained in the vaccine 
- New Indications 
-- Darolutamide (Nubeqa) as monotherapy for patients with metastatic hormone-sensitive prostate Ca 
 -- Guselkumab (Tremfya) for paediatric patients (6 years of age or older) with moderate to severe 
plaque psoriasis who are candidates for systemic therapy or phototherapy 
 -- Iptacopan (hydrochloride monohydrate) (Fabhalta) for adult patients with complement 3 
glomerulopathy 
 -- Pegcetacoplan (Empaveli) for adults and adolescents aged 12 to 17 years with C3 glomerulopathy 
or primary immune-complex membranoproliferative glomerulonephritis 
 -- Tretinoin (ReTrieve Cream) for acne vulgaris, in particular forms where comedones, papules and 
pustules predominate in patients 12 years of age and older. It is not generally effective in most cases 
of severe pustular or nodulocystic acne 
 
National Heart Foundation of Australia and Cardiac Society of Australia and New Zealand 
- Australian Clinical Guideline for Diagnosing and Managing Acute Coronary Syndromes 2025 - link 
 
PBS 
- Changes to PBS indications for nivolumab and ipilimumab - 1 March 2026 
 
TGA 
- Update to listed medicine ingredients in March 2026 - link 
- Accessing medicinal cannabis for a patient - link 
- Database of section 19A approvals to import and supply medicines to address medicine shortages 
- AusPARs:  
-- Hepcludex (bulevirtide) for chronic hepatitis delta virus (HDV) infection in adults with compensated 
liver disease 
-- Lutathera for somatostatin receptor-positive gastroenteropancreatic neuroendocrine tumours (GEP-
NETs), including foregut, midgut, and hindgut neuroendocrine tumours in adults 
-- Lynkuet for moderate to severe vasomotor symptoms (VMS) associated with menopause 
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/auspmd 
- Australian prescription medicine decision summaries: 
-- Elahere (mirvetuximab soravtansine) for adults with folate receptor-alpha (FRα) positive cancer of 
the ovary, fallopian tubes, or peritoneum who have stopped responding to platinum based 
chemotherapy and who have had one to 3 chemotherapy treatments before 
-- Lytgobi (futibatinib) for locally advanced or metastatic intrahepatic cholangiocarcinoma with a 
fibroblast growth factor receptor 2 (FGFR2) fusion or rearrangement that have progressed after at 
least one prior line of systemic therapy 
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REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – INTERNATIONAL  

Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) USA 
- Machine Learning Tools To (Semi-)Automate Evidence Synthesis: A Rapid Review and Evidence 
Map - link 
- Prehospital EMS Blood Transfusion and Fluid Interventions for Hemorrhagic Shock - link 
- Toolkit for Improving Skin Care and MDRO Prevention in Long-Term Care - link 
  
Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologies in Health 
- Ferric derisomaltose for heart failure - link 
- Trends in Hydromorphone Dispensing in Canada, 2018–2024 - link 
- Fidaxomicin for the Treatment of Clostridioides Difficile Infection Implementation Advice Panel - link 
 
Department of Health and Social Care 
- PATHWAYS clinical trial paused following new MHRA advice - link 
 
electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- New products 
-- Calcitriol 0.25 and 0.5 microgram Capsule - form of vitamin D3 is licensed for the correction of the 
abnormalities of calcium and phosphate metabolism in patients with renal osteodystrophy, and for the 
treatment of established post-menopausal osteoporosis 
-- Oczyesa (octreotide hydrochloride) 20 mg prolonged-release solution for injection in pre-filled pen 
indicated for maintenance treatment in adult patients with acromegaly who have responded to and 
tolerated treatment with somatostatin analogues 
-- Simalvia 60 mg/300 mg (alverine citrate, simeticon) capsule. a non-atropinic, musculotropic 
antispasmodic (alverine) and an inert substance which has a physical action by altering surface 
tension of gas bubbles, leading to their coalescence (simethicone). Licensed in adults for relief of 
abdominal pain in IBS 
-- Spikevax LP.8.1 (Mrna-1273.251) 0.1 mg/mL dispersion for injection for active immunisation to 
prevent COVID-19 caused by SARS-CoV-2 in individuals 6 months of age and older 
- Licence extensions 
-- Cyclogest (progesterone) 200mg pessaries - updated with license extension and dosage for use in 
prevention of preterm birth in high-risk pregnant women with a singleton pregnancy who have a 
history of spontaneous preterm birth and/or a short cervix of 25 mm or less measured between 16 
and 24 weeks of pregnancy 
-- Eylea (aflibercept) - updated with license extension now covering treatment of visual impairment 
due to macular oedema secondary to retinal vein occlusion (branch, central and hemiretinal). The 
option for minimum interval of monthly dosing for other indications has also been included 
-- Keytruda [NH1.1](pembrolizumab) - license extension to include treatment (Tx) of resectable locally 
advanced head & neck squamous cell carcinoma as neoadjuvant Tx, continued as adjuvant Tx with 
radiation therapy with/without cisplatin & in adults whose tumours express PD-L1 with CPS ≥ 1 
-- Supemtek TIVr (Trivalent Influenza Vaccine) - license extended to include use from 9 years of age 
 
European Medicines Agency (EMA) 
- New guidance on the conduct of clinical trials during public health emergencies in the EU - link 
- CHMP recommendations – link 
-- Approvals: 7 new medicines (mCombriax flu & Covid vaccine; tovorafenib; Onerji 
[levodopa/carbidopa]; paltusotine; remibrutinib; mavorixafor; acoziborole) & 6 biosimilars (insulin 
aspart, insulin lispro, etanercept, pertuzumab, tocilizumab, teriparatide) 
-- extension of indication: medicines (dupilumab [Dupixent]; budesonide [Jorveza]; pembrolizumab 
[Keytruda]; baricitinib [Olumiant]; asciminib [Scemblix]; ustekinumab [Stelara]) 
-- Negative/refusal: trofinetide [Daybu] for Rett syndrome, and iloperidone [Iloperidone Vanda 
Pharmaceuticals] for schizophrenia and manic or mixed episodes associated with bipolar I disorder 
- Application withdrawn: sasanlimab for non-muscle invasive bladder cancer - link 
   
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- FDA to Address Unused Opioids in American Homes - link 
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- New Drug approvals 
-- Acalabrutinib (Calquence) + Venetoclax (Venclexta) Combo earns FDA nod for CLL 
-- Difamilast is the third PDE4 inhibitor approved by the FDA for treating atopic dermatitis 
-- Dupixent (dupilumab) for adult and pediatric patients aged 6 years and older with allergic fungal 
rhinosinusitis (AFRS) with a history of sino-nasal surgery 
-- encorafenib (Braftovi) plus cetuximab and fluorouracil-based chemotherapy for patients with BRAF-
mutated metastatic colorectal cancer 
-- Bysanti (milsaperidone) for schizophrenia and to treat manic or mixed episodes associated with 
bipolar I disorder 
-- Yuviwel (navepegritide) to increase linear growth in pediatric patients 2 years and older with 
achondroplasia with open epiphyses 
-- Loargys (pegzilarginase-nbln) to treat hyperarginemia in adults and pediatric patients two years and 
older with Arginase 1 Deficiency, in conjunction with dietary protein restriction 
-- Monthly Dosing of Rybrevant Faspro for NSCLC (Amivantamab and hyaluronidase-lpuj) 
-- teclistamab in combination with daratumumab hyaluronidase-fihj for relapsed or refractory multiple 
myeloma 
-- zongertinib for unresectable or metastatic non-squamous non-small cell lung cancer 
 
Health Services Safety Investigation Body 
- Insulin: supporting safe self-administration for patients in the community with a mental health 
problem - link 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) 
- Approves zanidatamab (Ziihera) for the treatment of biliary tract cancer - link 
- Approves imlunestrant tosylate (Inluryo) for adults with breast cancer - link 
- Brensocatib licensed as the first medicine specifically designed to treat non-cystic fibrosis 
bronchiectasis (NCFB) in patients 12 years and older - link 
 
NHS Benchmarking Network 
- Cardiovascular disease quality improvement data packs - link 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) UK  
- Bevacizumab (originator and biosimilars) with fluoropyrimidine-based chemotherapy for metastatic 
colorectal cancer (TA1136) 
- Durvalumab with gemcitabine and cisplatin for neoadjuvant treatment then alone for adjuvant 
treatment of muscle-invasive bladder cancer (TA1138) 
- Blood transfusion - updated to include new recommendations on using tranexamic acid to prevent 
bleeding during surgery (NG24) 
- Rare diseases (QS214) 
- Pegzilarginase for treating arginase-1 deficiency in people 2 years and over (HST35) 
- Biosimilars and generics: How biosimilars and generics can deliver better value for the NHS - link 
- NICE report increased uptake of oral CGRP antagonists (atogepant and rimegepant) since guidance 
issued - link 
- Sotrovimab removed from NICE Covid-19 guidance (following UK discontinuation) (TA878)(TA1056) 
 
NIHR Health Technology Assessment 
- Intravenous lidocaine for gastrointestinal recovery after colorectal surgery: the ALLEGRO placebo-
controlled randomised trial and cost-effectiveness analysis - link 
- Clinical and cost-effectiveness of eculizumab withdrawal in atypical haemolytic uraemic syndrome: 
the SETS aHUS multi-centre, open-label, prospective and single-arm study - link 
- Views on outpatient paracentesis and GnRH antagonists for ovarian hyperstimulation syndrome: a 
qualitative study of patients and healthcare professionals - link 
 
Scottish Government 
- Polypharmacy Guidance: appropriate prescribing, making medicines safe, effective and sustainable 
2026 – 2029 - link 
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Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- Introduction to advanced therapy medicinal products (ATMPs) - link 
- Travel health: resources to support clinical decisions – link 
- Using solid oral dosage form antibiotics in children - Update 
 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
- Consolidated guidelines for the prevention, diagnosis and treatment of postpartum haemorrhage: 
Implementation guide - link 
 

MEDICATION SAFETY 

electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- Revised SPCs 
-- Aimovig (erenumab) - mention of latex removed and that each presentation now contains 0.1mg/ml 
of polysorbate 80 
-- Cyclogest (progesterone) 200mg pessaries - updated with license extension and dosage for use in 
prevention of preterm birth in high-risk pregnant women with a singleton pregnancy who have a 
history of spontaneous preterm birth and/or a short cervix of 25 mm or less measured between 16 
and 24 weeks of pregnancy 
-- Daurismo (glasdegib) - complete blood counts and hepatic function should be assessed prior to the 
initiation of treatment and at least once weekly for the first month 
-- Elrexfio (elranatamab) - progressive multifocal leukoencephalopathy (PML) added as an uncommon 
ADR. Advice added on monitoring of new onset or changes to pre-existing neurological 
signs/symptoms and actions to take if PML is suspected 
-- Eylea (aflibercept) - updated with license extension now covering treatment of visual impairment 
due to macular oedema secondary to retinal vein occlusion (branch, central and hemiretinal). The 
option for minimum interval of monthly dosing for other indications has also been included 
-- Gazyvaro (obinutuzumab) – includes administration as a short duration infusion in patients with 
lupus nephritis (LN), based on a population pharmacokinetic model, safety data from clinical studies 
in patients with LN and in patients with follicular lymphoma 
-- Jemperli (dostarlimab) - Stevens Johnson Syndrome (SJS) added an uncommon ADR with advice 
-- Keytruda [NH1.1](pembrolizumab) - license extension to include treatment (Tx) of resectable locally 
advanced head & neck squamous cell carcinoma as neoadjuvant Tx, continued as adjuvant Tx with 
radiation therapy with/without cisplatin & in adults whose tumours express PD-L1 with CPS ≥ 1 
-- Lazcluze (lazertinib) - updated information on enhanced dermatologic management regimen as 
prophylasis to reduce the risk of dermatological toxicities during treatment, based on study results 
-- Loniten (minoxidil) - several ADRs added: GI disorder (common), pleural effusion and breast 
tenderness (uncommon), and toxic epidermal necrolysis (frequency not known) 
-- Lunivia (eszopiclone) - updates on risk of dependence, tolerance & drug withdrawal syndrome. 
HCPs are encouraged to discuss a strategy for ending treatment prior to therapy start. It is also 
emphasised that length of treatment should be for the minimum duration necessary 
-- Nexpovio (selinexor) – starting dose for severe hepatic impairment added; subsequent doses can 
be altered based on individual safety and tolerability. No clinically significant differences in PK when 
co-administered with carbamazepine (strong CYP3A4 & UGT inducer) 
-- Supemtek TIVr (Trivalent Influenza Vaccine) - license extended to include use from 9 years of age 
-- Voranigo (vorasidenib) - several ADRs added, all occurring at an unknown frequency: increased 
blood bilirubin, drug-induced liver injury, autoimmune hepatitis, hepatic necrosis, and acute hepatitis 
-- Xenpozyme (olipudase alfa) - in patients with severe hypersensitivity, a desensitisation procedure 
to Xenpozyme may be considered. Info added on Post-marketing anaphylaxis in paediatric patients 
-- Zimovane (zopiclone) - counsel patients prior to initiation on risk of dependence, addiction and drug 
withdrawal syndrome, and to put in place a strategy for ending treatment to minimise these risks 
-- Zynlonta (loncastuximab tesirine) - capillary leak syndrome be considered in patients with 
worsening effusion or oedema, with signs and symptoms of weight gain, severe hypotension, 
hypoalbuminaemia and/or haemoconcentration. Cutaneous collagenous vasculopathy added as ADR 
- Risk minimisation materials 
-- denosumab biosimilars (Bildyos 60 mg and Bilprevda 120 mg Solution for injection) Dear 
Healthcare Professional letter advises prescribers to inform and/or remind patients of the risk of 
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osteonecrosis of the jaw during treatment, and to provide them with a patient reminder card 
containing important safety information to be aware of before and during treatment 
-- Hympazvi (marstacimab) Patient Alert Card – Pfizer - to increase awareness about the 
thromboembolic event risk, highlight the key signs and symptoms of thromboembolism, when to seek 
urgent or emergency medical help, and to provide the prescribing physician’s contact details 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) UK 
- MHRA Safety Roundup: February 2026 
- Falsified Mounjaro KwikPen 15mg pre-filled pens - link 
 
 
Medsafe (New Zealand Medicines and Medical Devices Safety Authority) 
- Prescriber Update Vol. 47. No. 1 - March 2026 – includes: 
-- Gynaecomastia: A medicine-induced hormone imbalance 
-- Fournier’s gangrene can occur in patients treated with empagliflozin who do not have type 2 
diabetes mellitus 
-- Zoledronic acid: May be less tolerable for elderly patients 
-- GLP-1 receptor agonists and altered skin sensations: A touchy subject 
 
MIMS monthly updates 
- New Contraindications 
-- Bivalirudin (trifluoroacetate) (Bivalirudin ARX) in patients with acute gastric or duodenal ulcer; 
cerebral haemorrhage; severe cerebrospinal trauma; diabetic or haemorrhagic retinopathy; and 
proximal use of spinal/epidural anaesthesia 
 -- Metronidazole (Rozex Cream and Rozex Gel) in patients with Cockayne syndrome 
 -- Posaconazole (Noxafil and Noxafil Concentrated Injection) for concomitant use with rivaroxaban 
and apixaban 
 -- Tretinoin (ReTrieve Cream) in women of childbearing potential who are NOT using effective 
contraception correctly during treatment and for 1 month after discontinuation of treatment 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- Using codeine, dihydrocodeine or tramadol during breastfeeding - link 
- SPS Medication Safety Update – February 2026 
- Learning from medication safety events - update 
- Reporting and management of medication safety events - update 
- The Medication Safety Officer (MSO) role - update 
 
TGA 
- Blue card adverse reaction reporting form - link 
- Adverse drug reaction reporting using Best Practice: Installing the ADR reporting template - link 
- National Adverse Events Following Immunisation (AEFI) - link 
- Medicines containing vitamin B6 (pyridoxine, pyridoxal or pyridoxamine) - link 
- Counterfeit weight loss products claiming to contain GLP-1 - link 
- Information about major medicine shortages – link 
-- About the shortage of transdermal HRT patches - link 
-- About the changes to the supply of insulin products - link 
-- About the shortage of Zimstat (simvastatin) 5 mg tablets - link ; Shortage of Zimstat (simvastatin) 5 
mg tablets and substitution approval extended - link 
-- About the shortage of nicorandil tablets - link 
 

PAPERS OF INTEREST 

Age and Ageing 
- Collaborative medication reviews during acute primary care admissions for older adults with 
polypharmacy: a randomised controlled trial - link 
- Neither Metformin nor Ursodeoxycholic Acid Effectively Treats Postacute Sequelae of COVID-19: A 
Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
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American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy (AJHP)  
- Undermeasured and underused: Could a pharmacy accountability measure increase use of 
clozapine? - link 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
- Effectiveness, Comparative Effectiveness, and Harms of COVID-19 Vaccines in Adults Who Are Not 
Pregnant or Immunocompromised: A Rapid Review for the American College of Physicians - link 
- The Risk for Bleeding in Patients With Atrial Fibrillation From Concomitant Use of Apixaban or 
Rivaroxaban With Diltiazem Compared With Metoprolol - link 
- Efficacy, Comparative Effectiveness, and Harm of Respiratory Syncytial Virus Vaccines in Adults 
Who Are Not Pregnant or Immunocompromised: A Rapid Review for the American College of 
Physicians - link 
 
Arthritis & Rheumatology 
- Nationwide Temporal Trends in Adverse Pregnancy Outcomes and Treatments in Systemic Lupus 
Erythematosus Pregnancy Over Two Decades in Sweden - link 
- Glucagon-Like Peptide 1 Receptor Agonists, Sodium-Glucose Cotransporter 2 Inhibitors, and Risk of 
Autoimmune Rheumatic Diseases - link 
 
British Journal of Clinical Pharmacology 
- Unintentional medication discrepancies and postoperative adverse drug events in patients with 
cancer: A prospective cohort study - link 
- Efficacy, safety and cost-effectiveness of CAR-T therapy - link 
- Do drugs approved via expedited approval pathways have therapeutic advantages? A systematic 
review and meta-analysis - link 
- Anticholinergic burden interacts with age and AIDS history to amplify frailty in people with HIV – link 
- Linezolid-induced lactic acidosis in critically ill patients: A multicentre study of incidence, severity and 
predictors - link 
- Comparative effect of chemoprevention in malaria infection during pregnancy: A network meta-
analysis - link 
 
British Journal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology 
- Contemporary Patterns and Outcomes of Antidepressant Discontinuation in Pregnancy: conference 
report - link 
 
British Journal of Psychiatry 
- ADHD: real-world consequences of missed diagnosis and mistreatment - link 
 
British Medical Journal (BMJ) 
- Analysis of non-prospective trial registration in clinical trials submitted to The BMJ: observational 
study - link 
- Menopausal hormone therapy and long-term mortality: nationwide, register based cohort study - link 
- Disorders of sodium balance - link 
- Editorial: Improving the management of dementia - link 
- Psychedelic medicine: mechanisms, evidence, and translation to practice - link 
- Weight loss drug waste: what happens to the Ozempic pens? - link 
- Adherence to legislation and recommendations to publicly post protocols and results of post-
authorisation studies registered with European Medicines Agency: cross sectional study - link 
- Extended follow-up of invasive cervical cancer risk after quadrivalent HPV vaccination: nationwide, 
register based study - link 
- Making trials in children and adolescents count: why CONSORT-C matters - link 
- BMJ Rapid Recommendations: Summary of WHO clinical practice guidelines for influenza - link 
 
BMJ Medicine 
- Smoking cessation for people with severe mental illness: systematic review and network meta-
analysis - link 
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Circulation  
- 2026 AHA/ACC/ACCP/ACEP/CHEST/SCAI/SHM/SIR/SVM/SVN Guideline for the Evaluation and 
Management of Acute Pulmonary Embolism in Adults: A Report of the American College of 
Cardiology/American Heart Association Joint Committee on Clinical Practice Guidelines - link 
- Risk of Heart Failure Hospitalization for GLP-1 Receptor Agonists Versus DPP-4 Inhibitors or SGLT-
2 Inhibitors in Patients With Type 2 Diabetes: A Target Trial Emulation - link 
- Malnutrition and Cachexia in Inpatients With Acute Cardiac Conditions: A Scientific Statement From 
the American Heart Association - link 
 
Cochrane  
- Magnesium sulphate for treating acute bronchiolitis in children under two years of age - link 
- Aspirin and other nonsteroidal anti‐inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) for preventing colorectal cancer 

and colorectal adenoma in the general population - link 
 
Diabetes, Obesity and Metabolism  
- Efficacy and safety of adding a fourth oral antidiabetic drug versus metformin dose escalation in 
patients with type 2 diabetes inadequately controlled on triple oral combination therapy (EFFORT): A 
24-week, randomized, open-label, multicenter trial - link 
- Early versus late initiation of long-acting insulin in paediatric and adult diabetic ketoacidosis: A 
systematic review and meta-analysis of randomised control trials - link 
 
Drug and Therapeutics Bulletin 
- Clofazimine-induced interstitial lung disease with haemoptysis during therapy for Mycobacterium 
abscessus pulmonary disease - link 
 
European Heart Journal  
- Residual lipid risk in atherosclerotic cardiovascular disease - link 
- Delirium in cardiovascular medicine - link 
- Pelacarsen and lipoprotein(a) apheresis in secondary prevention: the Lp(a)FRONTIERS 
APHERESIS trial - link 
- Benefit of early initiation of disease-modifying therapy in community-based patients with suspected 
heart failure - link 
- Switching from warfarin to direct oral anticoagulants in frail elderly Asian patients with atrial 
fibrillation: a Korean nationwide study - link 
- Heart failure in the elderly: epidemiology, mechanisms, and management - link 
 
European Journal of Hospital Pharmacy  
- Systematic review of independent pharmacist prescribing for the treatment of cardiometabolic 
factors in chronic non-communicable diseases - link 
 
Heart 
- Cardiovascular benefits of obesity therapies: an overview of obesity medicines and metabolic 
bariatric surgery - link 
- Pharmacological strategies to prevent cancer therapy-related cardiovascular toxicity: the road to 
personalised cardioprotection - link 
 
Internal Medicine Journal 
- Syphilis in adults: updates on testing, prevention and treatment - link 
- Early outcomes from a new multidisciplinary cardiometabolic clinic: real-world experience in lowering 
low-density lipoprotein cholesterol - link 
- Insights into omalizumab use in Auckland City Hospital's immunology 2023 chronic spontaneous 
urticaria cohort - link 
- Letter: Steroid refractory desquamative interstitial pneumonia responsive to intravenous 
cyclophosphamide - link 
- Alcohol use disorder: an Australian perspective on screening, diagnosis, treatment and prevention - 
link 
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International Journal of Clinical Pharmacy 
- Analysis of adverse event reporting with casimersen: a pharmacovigilance study based on the 
United States food and drug administration adverse event reporting system database - link 
- Comparative pharmacovigilance analysis of suicidality-related adverse events among GLP-1 and 
non-GLP-1 anti-obesity drugs in the FDA Adverse Event Reporting System - link 
- Development and validation of a LASSO-logistic regression model for predicting subtherapeutic 
infliximab trough concentrations in patients with Crohn’s disease - link 
- Oral low-dose methotrexate improves infliximab pharmacokinetics, immunogenicity, and endoscopic 
outcomes in Crohn’s disease: a propensity score-adjusted real-world study - link 
- Scoping review of apixaban and rivaroxaban dosing for atrial fibrillation and venous 
thromboembolism in advanced chronic kidney disease - link 
 

JAMA 
- Pertussis Infection in Adults - link 
- JAMA Patient Page: What Are Microplastics? - link ; What Is Metabolic Dysfunction–Associated 
Steatotic Liver Disease? - link 
- HIV During Pregnancy and Infant Feeding - link 
- Chronic, Noninfectious Diarrhea: A Review - link 
 
JAMA Internal Medicine 
- Comparative Effectiveness and Safety of LAMA-LABA Inhalers in Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary 
Disease - link 
- Heterogeneity of Treatment Effects of Glucagon-Like Peptide-1 Receptor Agonists for Weight Loss 
in Adults: A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis - link 
- Diacerein for Knee Osteoarthritis: A Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
 
JAMA Network Open 
- Pharmacist Intervention for Safer Prescribing in Patients With Type 2 Diabetes at High Risk: A 
Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
 
JAMA Neurology 
- Catheter Ablation and Oral Anticoagulation for Secondary Stroke Prevention in Atrial Fibrillation: The 
STABLED Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
 
Lancet 
- Comparative efficacy and tolerability of antidopaminergic and muscarinic antipsychotics for acute 
schizophrenia: a network meta-analysis of randomised controlled trials indexed in international 
English and Chinese databases - link 
- Hormone therapy use and duration with postoperative radiotherapy for recurrent prostate cancer: an 
individual patient data meta-analysis - link 
- Sepsis - link 
- Autosomal dominant polycystic kidney disease - link 
 
Lancet Diabetes & Endocrinology 
- Diabetes and mental health - link 
- Combined associations of GLP-1 receptor agonists and a healthy lifestyle with cardiovascular 
outcomes among individuals with type 2 diabetes: a prospective cohort study - link 
 
Lancet Healthy Longevity 
- Delirium and adverse clinical outcomes: a matched cohort study in the UK Biobank - link 
  
Molecular Diversity Preservation International (MDPI) – Pharmacy Journal 
- A University-Led Take-Back Program for Pharmaceutical Waste Management: Eleven Years of 
Real-World Evidence on Medication Non-Use and Disposal Patterns - link 
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- Analysis of Pharmacist Interventions to Reduce Medication-Related Problems in a Neonatal Clinical 
Care Unit - link 
- Comparison of Subcutaneous Versus Intramuscular Estradiol Administration for Feminizing Gender-
Affirming Hormone Therapy - link 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
- Cabotegravir plus Rilpivirine for Persons with HIV and Adherence Challenges - link 
- Perioperative Enfortumab Vedotin and Pembrolizumab in Bladder Cancer - link 
- Secondary Prevention after Ischemic Stroke - link 
- Patient-Controlled Analgesia - link 
- Tecovirimat for the Treatment of Mpox - link 
- Group B Streptococcal Disease - link 
 
Pharmacotherapy 
- Maternal and Pediatric Precision in Therapeutic Knowledge Portal (MPRINT-KP): Landscape 
Analysis of Pharmacology Research in Maternal and Pediatric Patient Populations - link 
 
Prescrire International – March 2026 includes 
- Bempedoic acid (Nilemdo°) or bempedoic acid + ezetimibe (Nustendi°) in cardiovascular prevention 
- Trastuzumab emtansine (Kadcyla°) in certain breast cancers, after neoadjuvant treatment with 
trastuzumab + chemotherapy and surgery 
- Azithromycin: some indications refined and others removed due to increased bacterial resistance 
- GLP-1 agonists in pregnancy: poorly elucidated risks that warrant a highly cautious approach 
 
Stroke 
- Antidepressant Intake and Recovery of Dysphagia After Acute Ischemic Stroke - link 
 

CONSULTATIONS  

TGA 
- Proposed changes to labelling of medicines supplied in Australia - closing 17 March 2026 - link 
 

WEBINARS & PODCASTS 

Australian Prescriber Podcasts 
- E209 | Secondary prevention of acute coronary syndromes: a summary of the new 2025 Australian 
guideline 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

Advanced Pharmacy Australia (AdPha) 
- Free webinar: Don't Rush to Crush, including demonstration of the new interface and features, 10 
March 2026 9am AWST | 10.30am ACST | 11am AEST | 11.30pm ACDT | 12pm AEDT - register 
- Free webinar: Supporting your patients to be MedsAware: separating facts from fiction to assist 
deprescribing, 18 March 2026 13:00-13:45 AEDT – register 
 
FIP 
- ISOPP International Symposium 2026, 20 March 2026, 24-Hour Virtual Symposium – register 
 
Institute for Safe Medication Practices (ISMP) 
- Medication Safety Intensive Workshop 12-13 March 2026 | Day 1: 08:45-17:00 ET / 05:45-14:00 PT 
| Day 2: 09:00-17:00 ET / 06:00-14:00 PT - link 
 
Rural Research Collaborative Learning Network (RR-CLaN) 
- Seminar 2: The classes of quantitative research: description, prediction and causal inference. 
Wednesday 11 March 2026, 3:00pm – 4:00pm (AEDT) - register 
 
Safer Care Victoria 
- Webinar: Penicillin allergies: What ward staff need to know, 5 May 2026 13:00-13:30 - register 
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Fortnightly TAG Mail – resources list  18th February 2026 

NSW TAG ACTIVITIES 

Upcoming TAG meeting dates 
NSW TAG Management Committee Meeting: 4th March 2026 3.30-4.30pm 
 

CATAG 

CATAG In Action- Strengthening medicines governance for a healthier Australia  - link 
 

EDITOR’S PICKS 

AJHP: Comparison of activation effort for hematology/oncology studies versus non-
hematology/oncology studies using the investigational drug services complexity scoring tool - link 
AJHP: Optimizing discharge antibiotic prescribing with pharmacist-led interventions- link 
AJHP:  Evaluating treatment effectiveness: Complementing RCTs with real-world data - link 
AIM: Outpatient Treatment of Confirmed COVID-19: A Living, Rapid ACP Review - link 
AIM: Talking With Patients About Health-Related Mis- and Disinformation - link 
A&R: Prescribing of medication to prevent glucocorticoid harms in patients with PMR- link 
AHR: Equity of access to VAD substances using a centralised pharmacy model - link 
AJPH: Continuity of medication administration when patients transfer from hospital to RAC - link 
BJCP: Rethinking off-label drug use in paediatrics. - link 
BJCP: Empowering citizens to spontaneously report suspected ADR- link 
BJCP: GLP-1 agonists and the gut microbiome: A bidirectional relationship - link 
BMJ: Effectiveness of drug interventions to prevent delirium after surgery for older adults - link 
DOM: Comparative effectiveness of pharmacotherapy for HF-pEF - link 
DTB: Statistical versus clinical significance: what is the (clinically important) difference? - link 
HTA: Gabapentin as an adjunct to multimodal pain regimens in surgical patients - link 
IMJ: Can we afford the costs of cardiology guidelines? True costs and strategies for reduction - link 
IMJ: Statin deprescribing: a comprehensive review and development of a clinical algorithm - link 
IJCP: Dose-dependent relationships in potential prescribing cascades - link 
JAMA IM: High-Risk Medication Prescriptions Among Older Adults Discharged from the ED- link 
JAMA IM: Measuring Public Preferences for Statins Using the Smallest Worthwhile Difference - link 
MJA: Inequity: Looking Upstream to Tackle the Burden of Disease in Australia - link 
MJA: Early Palliative Care and Quality of End-of-Life Care for People With Terminal Cancer - link 
MJA: Early Cessation of Acetylcysteine Treatment After Paracetamol Overdose (NACSTOP 2)- link 
Obes Surg: Recurrent Weight Gain after Lifestyle Intervention, Metabolic and Bariatric Surgery, or 
Semaglutide in Adults with Obesity- link 
Paeds: Improving Use of Oral Antihistamines in a Children’s Hospital - link 
Pharm J: Everything you need to know about GLP-1s for weight loss - link 
Stroke: 2026 AHA/ASA Guideline for Early Management of Patients With Acute Ischemic Stroke- link 
SPS UK: Structures Medication Reviews in problematic polypharmacy: case based discussions - link 
TGA: Clinicians and pharmacists – Are patients aware of the risks of buying melatonin online? - link 
 

OTHER NEWS 

NSW Health 
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- Measles alert for … Sydney [9 February 2026] ; multiple locations in NSW [13 February 2026] ; 
Sydney’s Inner West [16 February 2026] 
- Alert for pharmacists: Forged prescriptions continue to circulate in NSW pharmacies - link 
- Safety Notice 003/26 - Assessment & care in early labour; opioid & non-opioid analgesia - update 
 
-The NSW TB Program is seeking expressions of interest for a pharmacist to join the NSW TB 
Advisory Committee for a two-year rotational position. The NSW TB Advisory Committee meets four 
times a year, and the position would be responsible for providing up-to-date pharmacy information as 
required. If interested, applications should be sent to the NSWH-TBProgram@health.nsw.gov.au as 
soon as possible. 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – AUSTRALIA 

Agency for Clinical Innovation, NSW (ACI) 
The latest weekly Evidence Digest can be found here 
- ADHD reforms update 2026-02-10 - link 
- Understanding CAR T-cell therapy - Fact sheet for patients 
- Collection of stem cells - Autologous - Patient information sheet 
- Intravenous thrombolysis for adult patients with acute ischaemic stroke: Clinical practice guide 
- RPM in end of life and palliative care - link 
- Patient Reported Measures Program - link 
 
Australian Government Department of Health 
- Eating disorder resource collection - link 
 
Monash University 
- Clinical Practice Guidelines for the Appropriate Use of MDMA-Assisted Psychotherapy for 
Posttraumatic Stress Disorder - link 
 
TGA 
- Database of section 19A approvals to import and supply medicines to address medicine shortages 
- AusPARs:  
-- Ospomyv, Xborso (denosumab) for prevention and treatment of multiple bone-related pathologies 
-- Rapiblyk for short‐term control of supraventricular tachycardia and ventricular rate in atrial 

fibrillation/flutter, and for non‐compensatory sinus tachycardia in adults. Not for chronic use. 

- Australian prescription medicine decision summaries: 
-- Livdelzi (seladelpar) for primary biliary cholangitis (PBC) in adults in combination with 
ursodeoxycholic acid (UDCA) when UDCA alone isn't effective, or on its own if UDCA can’t be 
tolerated 
-- mNEXSPIKE XBB.1.5 (SARS-CoV-2 spike protein (mRNA) XBB.1.5) is a vaccine approved to 
prevent COVID-19 caused by SARS-CoV-2, in individuals aged 12 years and older 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – INTERNATIONAL  

All Wales Medicines Strategy Group 
- Infliximab recommended for use within Wales for the treatment of pneumonitis induced by immune 
checkpoint inhibitor therapy - link 
 
Asthma + Lung UK 
All puffed out: How poor inhaler care is failing people with asthma - link 
 
British Medical Association 
- BMA report: Improving the nation’s diet - the impact of ultra-processed food - link 
 
British National Formulary 
- BNF + BNFC Knowledge Updates – February 2026 
 
Children’s Commissioner UK 
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- A healthy influence? Children’s exposure to appearance-changing products online - link 
 
electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- New products 
-- Tivdak (tisotumab vedotin) 40 mg powder for concentrate for solution for infusion – for adult patients 
with recurrent or metastatic cervical cancer with disease progression on or after systemic therapy 
-- Tremfya (guselkumab) 100 mg PushPen solution for injection in pre-filled pen (with an automatic 
needle guard ) for the plaque psoriasis, psoriatic arthritis, Crohn's disease and ulcerative colitis 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- New Drug approvals 
-- pembrolizumab with paclitaxel for platinum-resistant epithelial ovarian, fallopian tube, or primary 
peritoneal carcinoma 
-- Adquey (difamilast) to treat mild to moderate atopic dermatitis 
-- Monthly Dosing of Rybrevant Faspro for NSCLC - link 
 
Monthly Index of Medical Specialities (MIMS) UK 
- Dormant medicine licences to be revived in bid to tackle critical drug shortages - link 
- Additional aspirin shortages reported - link 
 
NHS England 
- Commissioning strategies for the treatment of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease - link 
 
NHS Scotland 
- Not recommended: 
-- Donanemab (Kisunla®) for mild dementia due to Alzheimer’s disease - link 
-- Sotatercept (Winrevair®) for pulmonary arterial hypertension (PAH) 
-- Zuranolone (Zurzuvae®) for postnatal depression 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) UK  
- Dupilumab for treating severe chronic rhinosinusitis with nasal polyps (TA1134) 
- Belantamab mafodotin with pomalidomide and dexamethasone for previously treated multiple 
myeloma (TA1133) 
- Obinutuzumab with mycophenolate mofetil for treating lupus nephritis (TA1131) 
- Talazoparib with enzalutamide for untreated hormone-relapsed metastatic prostate cancer (TA1130) 
- Niraparib for maintenance treatment of advanced ovarian, fallopian tube and peritoneal cancer after 
response to first-line platinum-based chemotherapy (TA1129) 
- Cerliponase alfa for treating neuronal ceroid lipofuscinosis type 2 (HST34) 
- Type 2 diabetes in adults: management (NG28) 
 
Royal Pharmaceutical Society 
- Royal Pharmaceutical Society (RPS) publishes Digital Skills and Capability Resource for pharmacy 
teams - link 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- Structures Medication Reviews in problematic polypharmacy: case based discussions - link 
- Biosimilars and key generic medicines – March 2026 update 
- Prescribing co-codamol and switching analgesics for pain relief - link 
 
The King’s Fund (UK) 
- Should we be concerned about a forecasted doubling of health care spending? - link 
 
UK Health Security Agency 
- Routine childhood immunisation: deaths and hospitalisations prevented - link 
- Burkholderia stabilis infections associated with non-sterile alcohol-free wipes: ongoing risk to 
patients - link 
- MMRV programme: information for healthcare practitioners - updated 
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- PGD template: Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) vaccine - updated 
 

MEDICATION SAFETY 

electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- Revised SPCs 
-- Biktarvy (bictegravir sodium, emtricitabine, tenofovir alafenamide fumarate) - interaction regarding 
co-administration with zinc, information added on tenofovir alafenamide excretion in breastmilk, and 
“weight increased” added as a common ADR 
-- Desitrend (levetiracetam) products - data from 2 population-based registry studies in >1000 children 
born to women with epilepsy prenatally exposed to levetiracetam monotherapy, which did not find 
increased risk of ASDs or intellectual disability vs children born to unexposed women with epilepsy 
-- Heparin Sodium Vials 5 000 IU in 5 ml (1 000 IU/ml) and 25,000 IU in 5ml (5,000 IU in 1 ml) - cases 
of haemorrhagic bullous dermatosis linked to heparin have been described (unknown frequency), 
characterised by tense, haemorrhagic blisters distant from injection site, with a favourable clinical 
course after dose reduction, discontinuation, or even maintenance 
-- Mesalazine - risk of renal impairment with mesalazine use, and addition of warning that treatment 
should be discontinued immediately if renal function deteriorates 
-- Nemluvio (nemolizumab) - bullous pemphigoid added as an uncommon ADR 
-- Opsumit (macitentan) 2.5 mg Dispersible tablet - in case of difficulties in using only water for 
administration, alternative suitable soft foods or beverages (apple sauce or yogurt or room 
temperature orange juice, apple juice, or skimmed milk) can be used 
-- Prevymis (letermovir) - updated to include use in paediatric patients 
-- Rapibloc (landiolol hydrochloride) - keep the vial in the outer carton in order to protect from light 
-- Stelara (ustekinumab) - updated to note data from prospectively collected pregnancies following 
exposure to ustekinumab with known outcomes, including more than 450 pregnancies exposed during 
the first trimester, do not indicate an increased risk of major congenital malformations in the newborn 
-- Sustanon 250 - slow IM administration information and reactions that may occur immediately after 
administration, and on increased risk of erythrocytosis with concomitant use of testosterone 
replacement therapy and SGLT-2 inhibitors. Pulmonary oil microembolism added as a rare ADR. 
-- Tremfya (guselkumab) - “OnePress” device name registered to the currently approved 100 mg 
solution for injection in a pre-filled pen to enable differentiation from the new proposed 100 mg pre-
filled pen (PushPen) 
 
EMA 
- EMA recommends withdrawal of marketing authorisations for levamisole medicines - link 
 
FDA 
- Safety labeling update for capecitabine and fluorouracil (5-FU) on risks associated with 
dihydropyrimidine dehydrogenase (DPD) deficiency - link 
- Labeling Changes to Menopausal Hormone Therapy Products - link 
- Prescribing Isotretinoin: FDA Approves iPLEDGE Modifications - link 
- FDA Updates Axi-Cel Safety Label for Large B-Cell Lymphoma - link 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) UK 
- Semaglutide (Wegovy, Ozempic and Rybelsus): risk of Non-arteritic Anterior Ischemic Optic 
Neuropathy (NAION) - link 
- IXCHIQ Chikungunya vaccine: updates to restrictions of use following safety review  - no longer 
indicated for adults ≥60 years, and is contraindicated in anyone with hypertension, cardiovascular 
disease, diabetes mellitus, and/or chronic kidney disease - link 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- Assessing risks when reconstituting injectable medicines - link 
- Using gabapentin or pregabalin during breastfeeding - link 
- Using chloramphenicol during breastfeeding - update 
 
TGA 
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- Information about major medicine shortages – link 
-- About the shortage of methylphenidate hydrochloride products - link 
- Product Information safety updates - February 2026 
- Medicines containing vitamin B6 (pyridoxine, pyridoxal or pyridoxamine) - link 
- Clinicians and pharmacists – Are your patients aware of the risks of buying melatonin online? - link 
 

PAPERS OF INTEREST 

American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy (AJHP)  
- ASHP Statement on the Pharmacist’s Role in Substance Use Disorder Prevention, Treatment, and 
Recovery - link 
- BLE tracking systems for optimization of pharmacy crash cart operations - link 
- Defining the domains and knowledge areas for pharmacy supply chain practice: a consensus-driven 
study - link 
- Global progress: Raising all boats in hospital pharmacy practice - link 
- Pharmacy Futures: Summit on Advanced Therapeutics - link 
- Comparison of activation effort for hematology/oncology studies versus non-hematology/oncology 
studies using the investigational drug services complexity scoring tool - link 
- Assessing the impact of pharmacist-led antiretroviral stewardship In community hospitals on 
antiretroviral-related medication errors - link 
- Optimizing discharge antibiotic prescribing: A multicenter evaluation of pharmacist-led interventions 
in community hospitals - link 
- Multisystem interface optimization and pharmacy inventory accuracy - link 
- Use of tromethamine in combination with sodium bicarbonate in the treatment of a wide complex 
dysrhythmia from presumed cocaine toxicity - link 
- Management of patients hospitalized for SARS-CoV-2 infection: A real-world economic evaluation 
from the hospital perspective - link 
- Real-world effectiveness of early remdesivir in reducing mortality among vulnerable patients 
hospitalized for COVID-19: Evidence for clinical pharmacists and inpatient care providers - link 
- Ferric Maltol - link ; Aficamten - link 
- Real-world effectiveness of remdesivir in immunocompromised patients hospitalized due to SARS-
CoV-2 Infection: Insights to inform pharmacy practice - link 
- Lower mortality risk associated with remdesivir plus corticosteroids vs corticosteroids alone for the 
treatment of patients hospitalized with SARS-CoV-2 infection in the early and later Omicron periods - 
link 
- Evaluating treatment effectiveness: Complementing RCTs with real-world data - link 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
- Hemoglobin Concentration in Early Pregnancy and Severe Neonatal Morbidity and Mortality: 
Population-Based Cohort Study - link 
- Outpatient Treatment of Confirmed COVID-19: A Living, Rapid Review for the American College of 
Physicians (Version 3) - link 
- Talking With Patients About Health-Related Mis- and Disinformation - link 
 
Arthritis & Rheumatology 
- The Impact of Early Antimalarial Adherence on Future Acute Care Utilization and Cost among 
Rheumatoid Arthritis and Systemic Lupus Erythematosus Patients: A Population-based Study - link 
- Prescribing of medication to prevent glucocorticoid harms in patients with Polymyalgia Rheumatica: 
a cross-sectional study and two emulated target trials in the Clinical Practice Research Datalink 
Aurum - link 
- Efficacy and Safety of Guselkumab in Participants with Active Psoriatic Arthritis After Inadequate 
Response to One Prior Tumor Necrosis Factor Inhibitor: Week-24 Results of the Phase 3, 
Randomized, Placebo-Controlled SOLSTICE Study - link 
- Efficacy and Safety of Subcutaneous Anifrolumab in Systemic Lupus Erythematosus: A 
Randomized, Phase 3 Study - link 
- Weighing Dose-Related Benefits and Risks of Hydroxychloroquine Treatment in Patients With 
Systemic Lupus Erythematosus - link 
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Australian Health Review, Journal of the Australian Healthcare & Hospitals Association 
- Equity of delivery: access to voluntary assisted dying substances using a centralised pharmacy 
model - link 
 
Australian Journal of Primary Health 
- Factors associated with continuity of medication administration when patients transfer from hospital 
to residential aged care: a multicentre study - link 
 
Australian Prescriber 
- Supporting the appropriate use of psychotropic medicines in aged & disability care – link – editorial 
- Pharmacological management of attention deficit hyperactivity disorder in adults – link 
- Intra-articular hyaluronic acid (viscosupplementation) for osteoarthritis: is it effective? - link 
- Preventing infections in immunosuppressed patients - link 
- Secondary prevention of acute coronary syndromes: a summary of the new 2025 Australian 
guideline - link 
- New drugs: Ivosidenib for cholangiocarcinoma and acute myeloid leukaemia; Vutrisiran for 
transthyretin amyloidosis 
- TGA Medicines Safety Update summary: Strengthened warnings for fracture risk after 
discontinuation of denosumab (Prolia and biosimilars) – link ; Glucagon-like peptide-1 receptor 
agonists: warnings aligned over potential risk of suicidal thoughts or behaviours – link ; Updated 
contraception advice for Mounjaro (tirzepatide) - link 
 
British Journal of Clinical Pharmacology 
- Cyclosporine use in paediatric dermatologic conditions: A comprehensive review of therapeutic 
applications - link 
- Amoxicillin-induced Erythema Scarlatiniforme Desquamativum Recidivans with cross-reactivity to 
cefadroxil in a child: A case report and review of literature - link 
- Developing medication independence: The experience of UK teenagers - link 
- Ocrelizumab-induced colitis: VigiBase disproportionality analysis, case reports and literature review - 
link 
- Beyond the label: Rethinking off-label drug use in paediatrics. Towards a scientifically grounded and 
safer future for paediatric pharmacotherapy - link 
- Comparative efficacy of GLP-1 RA, tirzepatide and SGLT-2 inhibitors in metabolic liver disease: A 
network meta-analysis - link 
- Empowering citizens to spontaneously report suspected adverse drug reaction: Systematic literature 
review of interventions and their impact - link 
- GLP-1 agonists and the gut microbiome: A bidirectional relationship - link 
 
British Medical Journal (BMJ) 
- Standard chemoradiotherapy with concurrent and adjuvant camrelizumab in patients with high risk 
nasopharyngeal carcinoma: multicentre, randomised, open label, phase 3 trial - link 
- Assessment and management of galactorrhoea - link 
- Why covid-19 is “a vascular disease masquerading as a respiratory one” - link 
- Effectiveness of drug interventions to prevent delirium after surgery for older adults: systematic 
review and network meta-analysis of randomised controlled trials - link 
- Vitamin D supplementation before in vitro fertilisation in women with polycystic ovary syndrome: 
multicentre, double blind, placebo controlled, randomised clinical trial - link 
- Management of obsessive-compulsive disorder in adults - link 
 
BMJ Quality and Safety 
- Implementation of national guidelines on antenatal magnesium sulfate for neonatal neuroprotection: 
extended evaluation of the effectiveness and costeffectiveness of the National PReCePT Programme 
in England - link 
 
Circulation  
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- Acute Coronary Syndromes in Premenopausal Women: A Scientific Statement from the American 
Heart Association - link 
- Coronary Atherosclerosis in Patients With Cancer and Survivors: A Scientific Statement From the 
American Heart Association - link 
- Prospective Associations of Obesity and Obesity Severity With 9 Cardiovascular Outcomes: The 
Cross-Cohort Collaboration - link 
- Second- and Third-Generation BCR-ABL Tyrosine Kinase Inhibitors and the Risk of Pulmonary 
Arterial Hypertension: A Prevalent New-User Design - link 
 
Cochrane  
- Intermittent fasting for adults with overweight or obesity - link 
- Folic acid supplementation and malaria susceptibility and severity among people taking antifolate 
antimalarial drugs in endemic areas - link 
- Intravenous chemotherapy versus intra‐arterial chemotherapy for retinoblastoma - link 

- Training health professionals in smoking cessation - link 
- Antifibrinolytics (lysine analogues) for the prevention of bleeding in people with haematological 
disorders - link 
- Immune checkpoint inhibitors and chemotherapy versus chemotherapy for early triple‐negative 

breast cancer - link 
- Macrolides for the prevention of bronchopulmonary dysplasia in preterm neonates - link 
- Ginkgo biloba for cognitive impairment and dementia - link 
 
Diabetes Care 
- Glucagon-Like Peptide 1 Receptor Agonists and Risk of Nonarteritic Anterior Ischemic Optic 
Neuropathy in Patients With Type 2 Diabetes - link 
 
Diabetes, Obesity and Metabolism  
- Comparative effectiveness of pharmacotherapy for heart failure with preserved ejection fraction: A 
systematic review and network meta-analysis - link 
 
Drug and Therapeutics Bulletin 
- Statistical versus clinical significance: what is the (clinically important) difference? - link 
 
European Heart Journal  
- Quadruple vs triple therapy for resistant hypertension: the QUADRO trial - link 
- Atrial fibrillation: an underappreciated complication of diabetes - link 
- Lipoprotein(a)-lowering therapies: a promising future - link 
 
European Journal of Hospital Pharmacy  
- Antithrombotic stewardship: whether to stop anticoagulation after atrial fibrillation ablation - link 
 
Health Tech Assessment, NIHR 
- Azithromycin therapy for prevention of chronic lung disease of prematurity (AZTEC): a randomised 
placebo-controlled trial - link 
- Gabapentin as an adjunct to multimodal pain regimens in surgical patients: the GAP placebo-
controlled RCT and economic evaluation - link 
- A pragmatic, multicentre, placebo-controlled, 3-arm, double-blinded, randomised controlled trial, 
incorporating an internal pilot, to determine the role of bronchodilators in preventing exacerbations of 
bronchiectasis - link 
- Enzyme replacement therapy compared with best supportive care for the treatment of Pompe 
Disease: a systematic review and network meta-analysis - link 
 
Heart 
- Survival benefit of guideline-directed medical therapy in older patients with heart failure: a 
systematic review and meta-analysis - link 
 
Internal Medicine Journal 
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- Can Australia afford the costs of cardiology guidelines? True costs and strategies for reduction - link 
- Letter: Reduced-dose DOACs for secondary prevention of venous thromboembolism: interpreting 
the latest evidence - letter 
- How I treat complex and refractory gout flares - link 
- Threading the needle: digital interventions to improve glycaemia without inadvertent hypoglycaemia 
- letter 
- Valaciclovir for herpesvirus treatment and prevention in Janus kinase inhibitor-treated patients: an 
Australian experience and registry call - letter 
- Statin deprescribing: a comprehensive review and development of a clinical algorithm for optimal 
patient management - link 
- Efficacy of ciprofol versus propofol for sedation in mechanically ventilated intensive care unit 
patients: a systematic review and meta-analysis of randomised controlled trials - link 
- Canakinumab as effective therapy in anakinra-refractory Schnitzler syndrome: a case-based review 
- link 
 
International Journal of Clinical Pharmacy 
- An online machine learning model for predicting medication adherence in hypertensive patients: 
data from the China health and retirement longitudinal study (CHARLS) - link 
- Nationwide validation of the CLEO tool to evaluate the relevance of pharmacists’ interventions in 
German hospitals - link 
- Dose-dependent relationships in potential prescribing cascades: a cohort study using community 
pharmacy dispensing data - link 
- Exploring the applicability of the UK Prescribing Safety Assessment with early career pharmacists as 
preparation before formal prescribing training - link 
 
International Journal for Quality in Health Care 
- Reasons for eCQM–Identified Concurrent Opioid and Benzodiazepine Prescribing at Discharge: A 
Cohort Study - link 
- Characterisation of adverse events leading to unscheduled intensive care admissions - link 

 
JAMA 
- Tenecteplase for Acute Non–Large Vessel Occlusion 4.5 to 24 Hours After Ischemic Stroke: The 
OPTION Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- JAMA Clinical Guidelines Synopsis: Management of Premenstrual Disorders - link 
- JAMA Patient Page: Nitrous Oxide Misuse - link 
- Menopausal Hormone Labels Should Rely on Evidence, Not Opinion - link 
- Coffee and Tea Intake, Dementia Risk, and Cognitive Function - link 
- Aluminum Exposure from Vaccines and Diet - link 
- Why It Is Unethical Not to Conduct Randomized Trials in Pregnancy - link 
- Impact of a Smartwatch Hypertension Notification Feature for Population Screening - link 
- Emergency Department–Initiated Buprenorphine for Opioid Use Disorder: A Randomized Clinical 
Trial - link 
- Medications for Opioid Use Disorder, Opioid Withdrawal, and Opioid Overdose: A Review - link 
- Post–Intensive Care Syndrome - link 
- Type 1 Diabetes: A Review - link 
 
JAMA Internal Medicine 
- High-Risk Medication Prescriptions Among Older Adults Discharged from the Emergency 
Department - link 
- Measuring Public Preferences for Statin Therapy Using the Smallest Worthwhile Difference - link 
 
Journal of Clinical Endocrinology and Metabolism 
- Pharmacological interventions to improve bone density in functional hypothalamic amenorrhea: a 
systematic review and network meta-analysis of randomized clinical trials – link 
 
Lancet 
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- Recombinant factor VIIa versus placebo for spontaneous intracerebral haemorrhage within 2 h of 
symptom onset (FASTEST): a multicentre, double-blind, randomised, placebo-controlled, phase 3 trial 
- link 
- Assessment of adverse effects attributed to statin therapy in product labels: a meta-analysis of 
double-blind randomised controlled trials - link 
- Adult obesity and risk of severe infections: a multicohort study with global burden estimates - link 
- New drug therapies for hypertension - link 
 
Lancet Gastroenterology and Hepatology 
- Pharmacotherapy for metabolic dysfunction-associated steatohepatitis: heart–liver co-management - 
link 
 
Lancet Infectious Diseases 
- Time to re-evaluate combination antifungal therapy for invasive aspergillosis and other invasive 
mycoses - link 
- The looming crisis of bedaquiline-resistant tuberculosis and a promising way forward - link 
 

Medical Journal of Australia  
- Inequity Is Our Biggest Killer: Looking Upstream to Tackle the Burden of Disease in Australia - link 
- Treatment Failure and Post-Artesunate Delayed Haemolysis in a Returned Traveller From Uganda 
With Partially Drug-Resistant Severe Plasmodium falciparum Malaria - link 
- Diagnosing Acute Kava Dermopathy: A Case Report of a Characteristic Cutaneous Eruption - link 
- Valproate Prescribing for Female Adolescents and Management of the Associated Teratogenicity 
Risk, Royal Children's Hospital, Melbourne, 2022–2024: A Retrospective Audit of Medical Records 
Data - link 
- Early Palliative Care and Quality of End-of-Life Care for People With Terminal Cancer, Victoria, 
2018–2023: A Retrospective, Population-Based Cohort Study - link 
- Early Cessation of Acetylcysteine Treatment After Paracetamol Overdose (NACSTOP 2): A Non-
Inferiority Randomised Controlled Trial - link 
- Letters: Severe Hypoglycaemia Secondary to Chronic Opioid-Induced Hypothalamic–Pituitary–
Adrenal Axis Suppression: An Under-Recognised Phenomenon - link - link 
 
Nature Medicine 
- Global and regional cancer burden attributable to modifiable risk factors to inform prevention - link 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
- A Placebo-Controlled Trial of the Oral PCSK9 Inhibitor Enlicitide - link 
- The Inherited Basis of Coronary Artery Disease - link 
- Mucormycosis - link 
 
Obesity Surgery 
- Recurrent Weight Gain after Weight Loss Induced by Lifestyle Intervention, Metabolic and Bariatric 
Surgery, or Semaglutide in Adults with Obesity: A Systematic Review of Randomized Controlled Trials 
- link 
 
Pediatrics (American Academy of Pediatrics) 
- Improving Use of Oral Antihistamines in a Children’s Hospital - link 
- Recommended Childhood and Adolescent Immunization Schedule: United States, 2026: Policy 
Statement - link 
- Hepatitis B Vaccination at Birth: Safety, Effectiveness, and Public Health Benefit - link 
 
Pharmaceutical Journal 
- Aspirin supplies expected to stabilise ‘over coming weeks’ - link 
- Everything you need to know about GLP-1s for weight loss - link 
- Everything you need to know about mpox - link 
- Hospitals should prescribe time-critical medicines within 24 hours of emergency admission - link 
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- Stopping antidepressants in pregnancy linked to higher risk of mental health emergencies - link 
- The dark side of the ‘miracle jab’: why eating disorder safety cannot be an afterthought - link 
 
Pharmacotherapy 
- Aspirin Deprescribing Interventions for Primary Prevention: A Systematic Review and Proposed 
Guidance for Deprescribing - link 
- Probiotic Supplementation as an Adjuvant Therapy in Pediatric Drug-Resistant Epilepsy: A Double-
Blind Placebo-Controlled Trial - link 
- Oral β-Lactams for Complicated Urinary Tract Infections: A Systematic Review and Point-
Counterpoint Comparison With Trimethoprim/Sulfamethoxazole and Fluoroquinolones - link 
- Current and Emerging Pharmacologic Therapies for Diabetic Retinopathy - link 
- Development and Validation of a Time-Dependent Nomogram for Predicting Hematological Toxicity 
Risk During Linezolid Therapy in Drug-Resistant Tuberculosis - link 
- Considerations for Menstrual Suppression in Patients with Hematologic Malignancies - link 
- Immune Checkpoint Inhibitor Exposure During Pregnancy: A Systematic Review - link 
- Cohort Study to Determine the Impact of CYP3A5 Genotype on Tacrolimus Dosing Requirements 
and Trough Concentrations in Heart Transplant Recipients - link 
 
Stroke 
- 2026 Guideline for the Early Management of Patients With Acute Ischemic Stroke: A Guideline From 
the American Heart Association/American Stroke Association - link 
 

CONSULTATIONS 

Agency for Clinical Innovation, NSW (ACI) 
- Consultation: Intracerebral Haemorrhage Clinical Practice Guide – closing 1 March 2026 - link 
 
TGA 
- Proposed changes to labelling of medicines supplied in Australia - closing 10 March 2026 - link 
 

WEBINARS & PODCASTS 

Australian Prescriber Podcasts 
- E208 | Pharmacological management of attention deficit hyperactivity disorder in adults 
 
Monthly Index of Medical Specialities (MIMS) UK 
- Podcast: UK Medical Eligibility Criteria (UKMEC) contraception changes explained 
 
MJA Podcasts 
- Episode 2: Complex trauma - a guide for clinicians 
 
Purple Pen Podcast 
- PPP 186 - Inflammatory Bowel Disease 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

Institute for Safe Medication Practices (ISMP) 
- Medication Safety Intensive Workshop 12-13 March 2026 | Day 1: 08:45-17:00 ET / 05:45-14:00 PT 
| Day 2: 09:00-17:00 ET / 06:00-14:00 PT - link 
 
Rural Research Collaborative Learning Network (RR-CLaN) 
- Seminar 2: The classes of quantitative research: description, prediction and causal inference. 
Wednesday 11 March 2026, 3:00pm – 4:00pm (AEDT) - register 
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Fortnightly TAG Mail – resources list         5th February 2026 
 

IPU Workshop 
NSW LHD/N IPU decision makers to discuss current challenges and emerging trends. 

10 am to 3 pm February 11th 2026 at Royal North Shore Hospital 
RSVP: COB 2 February 2026 

Contact: sasha.bennett@svha.org.au 

 
Contact Sasha Bennett at sasha.bennett@svha.org.au for information about any email 
discussions, publications or upcoming meetings.  
 

EDITOR’S PICKS 

AJHP: Strategic Analysis of Fluid Extravasations to Improve Vascular Safety (SAFE IVS) - link 
AJHP: Creation and application of a value-based framework for formulary management - link 
AJHP: Improving operational efficiency through automated dispensing cabinet analytics software - link 
AJHP: Development of an acuity scoring system to proactively address drug shortages and increase 
supply chain resiliency - link 
BJCP: The longitudinal association between anticholinergic burden and cognitive-functional decline 
among older adults - link 
BJCP: Cannabinoids and drug–drug pharmacokinetic interactions: Deciphering the risks - link 
BMJ: Artificial intelligence—predicting and detecting adverse drug reactions - link 
BMJ QS: Standard Elements in Studies of Adverse Events and Medical Error: the SESAME statement 
- link 
EHJ: Angina after percutaneous coronary interventions - link 
EHJ: GLP-1RAs and heart failure - link 
Heart: Fluid restriction in patients with heart failure: a systematic review - link 
IMJ: Caring for Australians and New Zealanders with kidney Impairment guidelines \ - link 
IMJ: Pharmacological thromboprophylaxis in elderly medical inpatients: a local audit - link 
JAMA: EHR Intervention and Deprescribing for Older Adults: A Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
JAMA: Caffeinated Coffee Consumption or Abstinence to Reduce Atrial Fibrillation: DECAF RCT- link 
JAMA IM: Treat-to-Target Urate-Lowering Treatment and CV Outcomes in Patients With Gout - link 
JAMA IM:-Oral Semaglutide and HF Outcomes in Persons With T2DM - link 
JAMA IM: Evidence for Clinical Treatment Decisions Without Randomized Data - link 
JAMA IM: Lessons Learned from Antiobesity Medication Withdrawal Trials - link 
JPPR: A specialist HIV pharmacist medication review for inpatients with HIV: a role for antiretroviral 
stewardship in a tertiary hospital - link 
Lancet: Efficacy and safety of minocycline in acute ischaemic stroke (EMPHASIS RCT)- link 
Lancet D&E: Menopausal hormone treatment and breast cancer - link 
Lancet RM: Does bisoprolol to prevent adverse cardiac events (PACE) in COPD? - link 
Pharm J : Coroner highlights lack of head injury warnings for anticoagulant (apixaban) - link 
P’therapy: Cancer Therapy-Induced Cardiotoxicity: A Narrative Review - link 
P’Therapy: Novel Scoring Model Integrating Clinical Risk Factors and Pharmacokinetic Parameters to 
Predict Vancomycin-Induced Nephrotoxicity - link 
Prescrire International: Drugs to avoid in the name of better patient care: 2026 update - link 
Sleep Med: Non-pharm insomnia interventions for people with neurological disorders- link 
Thromb & Haem: Efficacy and Safety of DOACs for the Treatment of Superficial Vein Thrombosis- link 
WHO: WHO statement on notification of withdrawal of the United States - link 
  

OTHER NEWS  

NSW Health 
- Measles alert for Sydney [25 January 2026] [30 January 2026] 
- Warning: Multiple high-dose MDMA (ecstasy) tablets circulating in NSW [3 February 2026] 
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- Safety Monitoring and Reporting for Clinical Trials Conducted in NSW Public Health Organisations 
(PD2026_002) 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – AUSTRALIA 

Agency for Clinical Innovation, NSW (ACI) 
The latest weekly Evidence Digest can be found here 
- ADHD reforms update 2026-01-27 - link 
 
Australian Government Department of Health 
- MBS Review Advisory Committee – Long-Acting Reversible Contraceptives Review Final Report 
 
Australian Institute for Health and Welfare (AIHW)  
- Hospitals: Staphylococcus aureus bloodstream infections – link ; Hospital resources - link 
 
MIMS monthly updates 
- New Products 
-- Delgocitinib (Anzupgo) a pan Janus kinase (JAK) inhibitor for moderate to severe chronic hand 
eczema (CHE) in adults for whom topical corticosteroids are inadequate or inappropriate. Anzupgo 
cream contains delgocitinib 2% and is available in 15 g or 60 g tubes 
 -- Landiolol hydrochloride (Rapiblyk) a highly selective beta-1-adrenoreceptor antagonist (the 
selectivity for beta-1 receptor blockade is 255 times higher than for beta-2-receptor blockade) for  
adults for supraventricular tachycardia and for the rapid control of ventricular rate in patients with atrial 
fibrillation or atrial flutter in perioperative, postoperative, or other circumstances where short-term 
control of the ventricular rate with a short acting agent is desirable; and for non-compensatory sinus 
tachycardia where, in the physician’s judgment the rapid heart rate requires specific intervention. It is 
not intended for use in chronic settings. Rapiblyk powder for infusion contains landiolol hydrochloride 
300 mg and is available in packs of 1 vial 
 -- Lutetium (177Lu) oxodotreotide (Lutathera) for somatostatin receptor-positive 
gastroenteropancreatic neuroendocrine tumours, including foregut, midgut, and hindgut 
neuroendocrine tumours in adults. Lutathera solution for infusion contains lutetium (177Lu) 
oxodotreotide 370 mBq per 1 mL and is available in packs of 1 vial 
-- Pyrazinamide-AFT for adult patients over 12 years with active drug-sensitive tuberculosis caused 
by Mycobacterium tuberculosis. Pyrazinamide-AFT is an anti-tuberculosis agent used in combination 
with other anti-tuberculosis agents and is commonly used in the first 2 months of treatment. 
Pyrazinamide-AFT tablets contain pyrazinamide 500 mg and are available in packs of 100 
 -- Vanzacaftor (calcium), tezacaftor and deutivacaftor (Alyftrek) for those who meet the diagnostic 
criteria for CF in people aged 6 years and older who have at least one mutation in the CFTR gene 
that is responsive based on clinical or in vitro evidence. Alyftrek tablets contain vanzacaftor 4 mg, 
tezacaftor 20 mg and deutivacaftor 50 mg available in packs of 84 or vanzacaftor 10 mg, tezacaftor 
50 mg and deutivacaftor 125 mg available in packs of 56 
- New Presentation 
-- Adrenaline (epinephrine) (neffy) is now available as a nasal spray for emergency treatment of type I 
allergic reactions, including anaphylaxis, in adults and children aged 4 years and older and weighing 
15 kg or greater. neffy nasal spray contains adrenaline (epinephrine) 1 mg per 1 actuation or 2 mg per 
1 actuation and is available in packs of 2 single use devices 
 -- Amikacin (sulfate) (Amikacin Kabi) is now available as a solution for infusion containing amikacin 
500 mg per 100 mL and is available in packs of 10 bottles 
 -- Tenecteplase (rch) (Metalyse 25 mg) is now available in 25 mg powder for injection. Metalyse 25 
mg is indicated in adults for the thrombolytic treatment of acute ischaemic stroke (AIS) within 4.5 
hours from last known well and after exclusion of intracranial haemorrhage. Metalyse 25 mg powder 
for injection contains tenecteplase 25 mg and is available in packs of 1 vial 
- New Indications 
-- Binimetinib (Mektovi) and Encorafenib (Braftovi) in combination, for adult patients with metastatic 
non-small cell lung cancer with a BRAF V600E mutation 
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 -- Brentuximab vedotin (Adcetris) for adult patients with previously untreated CD30+ Stage IIB with 
large mediastinal mass and/or extranodal disease, Stage III or Stage IV Hodgkin lymphoma in 
combination with etoposide, cyclophosphamide, doxorubicin, dacarbazine, dexamethasone 
 -- Burosumab (Crysvita) for fibroblast growth factor 23‐related hypophosphataemia in tumour induced 

osteomalacia associated with phosphaturic mesenchymal tumours that cannot be curatively resected 
or localised in adults, adolescents and children 1 year of age or older 
 -- Mepolizumab (Nucala) is now also indicated as an add-on maintenance treatment for adult patients 
with uncontrolled chronic obstructive pulmonary disease with raised blood eosinophils on stable 
inhaler triple therapy (or, where clinically required, an equivalent regimen) 
 
TGA 
- The Poisons Standard (the SUSMP) - link 
- Exporting medicines from Australia - link 
- Database of section 19A approvals to import and supply medicines to address medicine shortages 
- AusPARs:  
-- Augtyro for adult patients with ROS1-positive locally advanced or metastatic non-small cell lung 
cancer (NSCLC) 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – INTERNATIONAL  

Advisory Council on the Misuse of Drugs 
- ACMD announces decision on the classification of ketamine - link 
 
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) USA 
- Dietary Total Fat Intake and Dietary Polyunsaturated Fatty Acid Intake and Child Growth and 
Development Outcomes: A Systematic Review - link 
- Recurrent Nephrolithiasis in Adults and Children: Comparative Effectiveness of Preventive Medical 
Strategies - link 
 
electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- New products 
-- Capvaxive (pneumococcal polysaccharide conjugate vaccine (21-valent) solution for injection in 
pre-filled syringe for active immunisation for prevention of invasive disease and pneumonia caused by 
Streptococcus pneumoniae in individuals 18 years of age and older 
-- Kefdensis (denosumab) 60 mg solution for injection in pre-filled syringe - biosimilar for 
osteoporosis, bone loss associated with hormone ablation in men with prostate cancer with increased 
fracture risk, and treatment of bone loss associated with long-term systemic glucocorticoid therapy in 
adults with increased fracture risk 
-- Ponlimsi (denosumab) 60 mg Solution for injection in Pre-Filled Syringe - biosimilar to Prolia for 
osteoporosis in postmenopausal women and men, bone loss associated with hormone ablation in 
men with prostate cancer, and bone loss associated with long-term systemic glucocorticoid therapy 
 
European Respiratory Society 
- Clinical practice guideline for the management of adult bronchiectasis - link 
 
European Medicines Agency (EMA) 
- CHMP recommendations for approval in the EU - January 2026 
-- approval of six new medicines (estetrol [Fylrevy], lutetium (177Lu) chloride [Ilumira], semaglutide 
[Kaychild], doxecitine / doxribtimine [Kygevvi], trivalent influenza vaccine [Supemtek]; belumosudil 
[Rezurock]) 
-- license extension for nine medicines (niraparib/abiraterone acetate [Akeega]; hydrocortisone 
[Efmody], epinephrine [Eurneffy]; ponatinib; durvalumab; finerenone; posaconazole; nivolumab; 
retifanlimab) 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- New Drug approvals 
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-- daratumumab and hyaluronidase-fihj with bortezomib, lenalidomide, and dexamethasone for newly 
diagnosed multiple myeloma - link 
- First Dual-Agent Eye Drop for Presbyopia, YUVEZZI - link 
 
House of Lords Public Services Committee 
- Medicines security - a national priority - link 
 
Imperial College 
- Global State of Patient Safety 2025 - link 
- Australian case study report- link 

 
Monthly Index of Medical Specialities MIMS UK 
- Statin prescribing information updated to highlight that most muscle symptoms are not caused by 
the drugs - link 
 
Neonatal & Paediatric Pharmacists Group 
- Labelling of Dispensed Oral Medicines for Children position statement - link 
- Calcium, Phosphate, Potassium and Zinc Supplementation in Neonates and Children - update 
 
NHS Business Services Authority 
- Estimated prescribing patterns for care home patients aged 65 years and over in England - link 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) UK  
- Natalizumab (originator and biosimilar) for treating highly active relapsing–remitting multiple 
sclerosis after disease-modifying therapy (TA1126) 
- Nivolumab with chemotherapy for neoadjuvant treatment then alone for adjuvant treatment of 
resectable non-small-cell lung cancer (TA1127) 
- Targeted-release budesonide for treating primary IgA nephropathy (TA1128) 
- Digital self-help for eating disorders: early value assessment (HTG768) 
- Digital technologies for managing mild to moderate symptoms of hip or knee osteoarthritis: early 
value assessment (HTG766) 
- The impact and cost-effectiveness of scaling up HCV treatment for achieving elimination among 
people who inject drugs in England: a synopsis including evidence synthesis and economic modelling 
- link 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- PGD template: 
-- Combined hormonal contraceptive transdermal patch - updated 
-- Combined hormonal contraceptive vaginal ring - updated 
-- Combined oral hormonal contraceptive (COC) in reproductive health - updated 
-- Medroxyprogesterone acetate (DMPA) IM injection for contraception – updated 
-- Medroxyprogesterone acetate (SC-DMPA) injection for contraception - updated 
 
The King’s Fund (UK) 
- The burden of cardiovascular disease in Europe: are there lessons for the UK? - link 
 
UK Health Security Agency 
- Respiratory syncytial virus: the green book - update 
- RSV vaccination for older adults: expansion of eligibility - link 
 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
- WHO statement on notification of withdrawal of the United States - link 
- Four in ten cancer cases could be prevented globally - link 
 

MEDICATION SAFETY 

electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
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- Revised SPCs 
-- Aldactone (spironolactone) - reduces renal clearance of lithium, thus increasing the risk of lithium 
toxicity. Lithium levels should be monitored periodically when spironolactone is co-administered 
-- Avamys (fluticasone furoate) - dysgeusia, ageusia, anosmia, dysphonia, aphonia added as ADRs 
(frequency unknown) 
-- Arexvy (respiratory syncytial virus [RSV] vaccine (recombinant, adjuvanted) - may be administered 
concomitantly with a COVID-19 mRNA vaccine and herpes zoster vaccine (recombinant, adjuvanted) 
-- Bavencio (avelumab) - cytokine release syndrome added as an ADR, and to note that the patient 
will be provided with the Patient Card, which must be carried by them at all times 
-- Ceptava (mycophenolic acid) - de novo purine synthesis inhibitors-associated acute inflammatory 
syndrome (uncommon frequency) described from post-marketing experience as a paradoxical 
proinflammatory reaction linked to mycophenolate mofetil and mycophenolic acid 
-- Galafold (migalastat) - new amenable mutation identified in 2025. New mutation added to the label 
is c.[160C>G; 937G>T]; c.C160G/G937T; L54V/D313Y 
-- Glycopyrronium Bromide - Information added on anticholinergic ADRs and interchangeability of 
product between different formulations. Dosing table added for children and adolescents with mild to 
moderate renal impairment. Typo (10ml) corrected to 20ml of water used to flush NG tubes 
-- Kaftrio (elexacaftor, ivacaftor, tezacaftor) - concomitant use of ciprofloxacin is not expected to have 
a clinically relevant effect on the exposure of ivacaftor/tezacaftor/elexacaftor; therefore no dose 
adjustment is recommended with concomitant use of ciprofloxacin 
-- Pyzchiva (ustekinumab) - treatment of moderately to severely active Crohn’s disease in paediatric 
patients weighing at least 40 kg, who have had an inadequate response to, or were intolerant to either 
conventional or biologic therapy 
-- Revolade (eltrombopag) - safety and efficacy of eltrombopag not been established in children and 
adolescents (<18 years) with severe aplastic anaemia; information on a small study in this population 
included, although no recommendation on a posology can be made 
-- Roaccutane (isotretinoin) - from two independent prescribers, to a single prescriber, who must 
consider that there is no other appropriate effective treatment before initiation of isotretinoin therapy 
vin patients under 18 years of age 
-- Shingrix powder and suspension for suspension for injection, Herpes zoster vaccine (recombinant, 
adjuvanted) - addition of Guillain-Barré Syndrome as ‘very rare’ adverse reaction, and information on 
concomitant use with other vaccines based on final results from study RSV OA=ADJ-020 
-- Tepkinly (epcoritamab) – information haemophagocytic lymphohistiocytosis (HLH), a life-
threatening syndrome characterised by fever, skin rash, lymphadenopathy, hepato- and/or 
splenomegaly and cytopenias reported in patients receiving epcoritamab (some fatal) 
-- Tyenne (tocilizumab) pre-filled syringe - 5cm around the navel is not a recommended injection site 
-- Vancomycin - haemolytic anaemia and Kounis syndrome addede as ADRs of unknown frequency. 
Kounis syndrome is defined as cardiovascular symptoms secondary to an allergic reaction associated 
with constriction of coronary arteries potentially leading to myocardial infarction 
-- Xeomin (botulinum toxin type a) - patients treated with therapeutic doses may experience excessive 
muscle weakness; and cases of iatrogenic botulism have been reported following injection of 
botulinum toxin products. Immediate medical care should be sought if any signs or symptoms occur 
 
EMA 
- European Medicines Agency starts review of avacopan (Tavneos) - link 
- Outcome of assessment on use of Mounjaro (tirzepatide) in treatment of heart failure with preserved 
ejection fraction in adults with obesity - link 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- Understanding the Risks of Compounded Drugs - link 
 
Health Canada – MedEffect Notice  
- Health Product InfoWatch, January 2026 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) UK 
- MHRA Safety Roundup: January 2026 
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- GLP-1 receptor agonists and dual GLP-1/GIP receptor agonists: strengthened warnings on acute 
pancreatitis, including necrotising and fatal cases - link 
 
Medsafe (New Zealand Medicines and Medical Devices Safety Authority) 
- Glucagon-like peptide-1 receptor agonists (dulaglutide, liraglutide, semaglutide, tirzepatide) and 
acute persistent visual loss being monitored - link 
 
MIMS monthly updates 
- New Contraindications 
-- Cinnarizine and dimenhydrinate (Cizinate) in children under 6 years of age because of the potential 
for fatal respiratory depression, psychiatric and central nervous system events 
 -- Ibuprofen and codeine phosphate hemihydrate (Nurofen Plus) in all trimesters of pregnancy 
-- Lutetium (Lutathera) in patients with kidney failure with creatinine clearance < 30 mL/min; in 
patients with hypersensitivity to one or more amino acids or congenital abnormality of amino acid 
metabolism; and in established or suspected pregnancy or when pregnancy has not been excluded 
 -- Mitomycin (Mitomycin Omegapharm) with pancytopenia or isolated leukopenia/thrombopenia, 
haemorrhagic diathesis, acute infections and breastfeeding. During systemic therapy, restrictive or 
obstructive disturbances to pulmonary ventilation, renal function, liver function and/or a poor general 
state of health are relative contraindications, and temporal connection with radiotherapy or other 
cytostatic may be a further contraindication. During intravesical therapy, perforation of the bladder 
wall is an absolute contraindication, and cystitis is a relative contraindication 
 -- Paracetamol and pseudoephedrine hydrochloride (Chemists’ Own Cold & Flu Relief) is now also 
contraindicated in patients with uncontrolled hypertension and severe acute or chronic kidney 
disease/renal failure 
-- Pyrazinamide-AFT in patients with hepatic disease, hyperuricaemia and/or gouty arthritis 
-- landiolol (Rapiblyk) in severe bradycardia (less than 50 beats per minute); sick sinus syndrome 
without pacemaker; severe AV nodal conductance disorders (without pacemaker): 2nd or 3rd degree 
AV block; cardiogenic shock; severe hypotension; decompensated heart failure when considered not 
related to the arrhythmia; pulmonary hypertension; non-treated phaeochromocytoma; acute asthmatic 
attack; and severe, uncorrectable metabolic acidosis 
-- Metalyse 25 mg in AIS without disabling neurological deficit; in situations associated with a risk of 
bleeding such as: history or evidence or suspicion of intracranial haemorrhage including subarachnoid 
haemorrhage, significant bleeding disorder at present or within the past 6 months, known 
haemorrhagic diathesis, active systemic non-compressible bleeding, patients with effective 
anticoagulation (e.g. INR > 1.7), any history of central nervous system damage (i.e. neoplasm, 
aneurysm, intracranial or spinal surgery), thoracic aortic dissection, severe uncontrolled arterial 
hypertension, prolonged or traumatic cardiopulmonary resuscitation (> 2 minutes) within the past 2 
weeks, severe hepatic dysfunction (including hepatic failure, cirrhosis, portal hypertension 
(oesophageal varices) and active hepatitis), active peptic ulceration, arterial aneurysm and known 
arterial/venous malformation, neoplasm with increased bleeding risk, acute pericarditis and/or 
subacute bacterial endocarditis, acute pancreatitis; and in patients with known hypersensitivity to 
gentamicin 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- Considering fluoride and accidental ingestion of toothpaste - link 
- Medication Safety Update – January 2026 
 
TGA 
- Established acceptable intake for nitrosamines in medicines - link – update - January 2026 
- Safety concerns over imported counterfeit melatonin products - link 
- Listed medicines using indications related to diarrhoea requiring a warning statement – link - link 
- Continuing imports of counterfeit Botox vials - link 
- Information about major medicine shortages – link 
-- New Presolol (labetalol) tablet shortage: substitution instrument and overseas-registered alternative 
approved - link - link ; About the shortage of Presolol (labetalol hydrochloride) tablets - link 
-- Substitution approval extended for HRT patch shortages - link 
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-- About the shortage of Bicillin L-A (benzathine benzylpenicillin tetrahydrate) prefilled syringe for 
injection - link 
-- About the shortage of methylphenidate hydrochloride products - link 
 

PAPERS OF INTEREST 

American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy (AJHP)  
- Prescribing patterns of apixaban and rivaroxaban for extended-phase anticoagulant therapy - link 
- Assessing the effects of an indication-based panel for prescribing direct oral anticoagulants at 
discharge from the emergency department of an academic medical center - link 
- Strategic Analysis of Fluid Extravasations to Improve Vascular Safety (SAFE IVS) - link 
- Creation and application of a value-based framework for formulary management - link 
- Utilization of the LACE index by transitions-of-care services versus standard of care to identify 
patients at high risk of readmission in an academic medical center - link 
- Hospital price transparency: A primer - link 
- Improving operational efficiency through automated dispensing cabinet analytics software - link 
- Recent developments in pediatric respiratory syncytial virus prevention: The expanding role of 
monoclonal antibodies - link 
- Development of an acuity scoring system to proactively address drug shortages and increase supply 
chain resiliency - link 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
- Sodium Correction Rates and Associated Outcomes Among Patients with Severe Hyponatremia: A 
Retrospective Cohort Study - link 
- The U.S. Food and Drug Administration’s Perspective on Chimeric Antigen Receptor T-Cell 
Therapies for Autoimmune and Rheumatic Conditions - link 
 
Arthritis & Rheumatology 
- Serious Infections in Offspring Exposed to Tumor Necrosis Factor Inhibitors During Pregnancy: 
Comparison of Timing During Pregnancy and Placental Transfer Ability - link 
 
British Journal of Clinical Pharmacology 
- The longitudinal association between anticholinergic burden and cognitive-functional decline among 
older adults - link 
- Long-term impact of Elexacaftor/Tezacaftor/ivacaftor on pulmonary, nutritional and metabolic 
outcomes in homozygous F508del cystic fibrosis patients: A real-world cohort study - link 
- Population pharmacokinetic modelling of amoxicillin in human breast milk—A contribution from the 
ConcePTION project - link 
- Association between anticholinergic burden and sleep quality in people living with HIV - link 
- Cannabinoids and drug–drug pharmacokinetic interactions: Deciphering the risks - link 
- Renoprotective effects of dapagliflozin in diabetic patients with chronic kidney disease: A 
retrospective observational study - link 
 
British Journal of General Practice 
- Evaluating genotype–treatment interactions for high-risk medications in British general practice: a 
retrospective cohort study using UK Biobank - link 
- Chronic pruritus of unknown origin: assessment and management in general practice - link 
 
British Medical Journal (BMJ) 
- Long term use of proton pump inhibitors and risk of stomach cancer: population based case-control 
study in five Nordic countries - link 
- Time trends in newly recorded diagnoses of 19 long term conditions before, during, and after the 
covid-19 pandemic: population based cohort study in England using OpenSAFELY - link 
- Practical Prescribing: Potassium sparing diuretics - link 
- Machine learning based screening of potential paper mill publications in cancer research: 
methodological and cross sectional study - link 
- Easily Missed? Giant cell arteritis - link 
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- New synthetic drugs more powerful than fentanyl pose a new epidemic threat - link 
- Artificial intelligence—predicting and detecting adverse drug reactions - link 
- Evaluation and management of chest pain from cardiovascular causes in female patients - link 
 
BMJ Quality and Safety 
- Standard Elements in Studies of Adverse Events and Medical Error: the SESAME statement - link 
 
Circulation  
- Association of Statin Discontinuation in Pregnancy With Maternal Cardiovascular Health and Birth 
Outcomes: A Nationwide Cohort Study - link 
- Polycystic Ovarian Syndrome and the Long-term Risk of Arrhythmias - link 
- Current and Future Treatments for Takayasu Arteritis: Toward Cardiovascular Risk Modification - 
link 
- Systemic Embolic Events in Atrial Fibrillation: An Individual Patient Data Meta-analysis of 71 683 
Participants Randomized to NOAC Versus Warfarin - link 
- Efficacy of Suppression of Serum Transthyretin With Patisiran and Vutrisiran in Variant ATTR 
Amyloidosis: An Observational Crossover Study - link 
 
Cochrane  
- Aminoglycosides, vancomycin, and metronidazole for people with cirrhosis and hepatic 
encephalopathy - link 
- Enteral lipid supplements for the prevention and treatment of parenteral nutrition‐associated liver 

disease in infants - link 
- Clinically indicated removal versus routine removal of peripheral venous catheters - link 
- Methods of induction of labour: a network meta‐analysis - link 

 
Diabetes Care 
- GLP-1 Receptor Agonists and Risk of Optic Nerve or Vision-Threatening Events in Patients With 
Type 2 Diabetes or Cardiometabolic Diseases: A Meta-analysis of Randomized Controlled Trials - link 
 
Diabetes, Obesity and Metabolism  
- Comparative effectiveness of glucose monitoring methods and glycaemic control in patients with 
type 2 diabetes: An umbrella review - link 
- A systematic review of glucocorticoid use in type 1 diabetes: Glycaemic effects and clinical 
management strategies - link 
- Efficacy of once-weekly insulin efsitora versus once-daily basal insulin in type 2 diabetes: A 
systematic review and meta-analysis - link 
 
Drug and Therapeutics Bulletin 
- EURneffy epinephrine nasal spray - link 
 
European Heart Journal  
- Sex and gender differences in coronary pathophysiology and ischaemic heart disease: A European 
Scientific Statement - link 
- Angina after percutaneous coronary interventions - link 
- Non-ST-segment elevation acute coronary syndrome: understanding the full spectrum to guide 
management - link 
- Non-antiarrhythmic pharmacotherapy in cardio-renal-metabolic disease and incident atrial fibrillation: 
a trial meta-analysis - link 
- GLP-1R agonists and heart failure: novel beneficial effects suggested by Mendelian randomization - 
link 
 
European Journal of Hospital Pharmacy  
- Drug rash with eosinophilia and systemic symptoms: descriptive analysis of pharmacovigilance - link 
- Patient with severe burns for whom serum cystatin C-based assessment was performed due to 
suspected errors in serum creatinine-based renal function evaluation: a case report - link 
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Heart 
- Fluid restriction in patients with heart failure: a systematic review - link 
 
Health Affairs  
- Review Times For New Drugs And Submission Delays Among The FDA and 4 International 
Regulators, 2014–22- link 
 
Hypertension 
- Single-Pill Combination Therapy for the Management of Hypertension: A Scientific Statement from 
the American Heart Association - link 
 
Internal Medicine Journal 
- Position paper: Caring for Australians and New Zealanders with kidney Impairment guidelines 
commentary on the Kidney Disease: Improving Global Outcomes clinical practice guideline for 
management of diabetes and chronic kidney disease - link 
- Brief Communication: Pharmacological thromboprophylaxis in elderly medical inpatients: Lessons 
from a local audit in the era of NEJM Evidence - link 
 

JAMA 
- Antibiotic Therapy for Uncomplicated Acute Appendicitis: Ten-Year Follow-Up of the APPAC 
Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Restless Legs Syndrome: A Review - link 
- IgA Nephropathy in Adults - link 
- Electronic Health Record Intervention and Deprescribing for Older Adults: A Randomized Clinical 
Trial - link 
- JAMA Patient Page: What Is Adrenal Insufficiency? - link 
- Caffeinated Coffee Consumption or Abstinence to Reduce Atrial Fibrillation: The DECAF 
Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
 
JAMA Internal Medicine 
- Treat-to-Target Urate-Lowering Treatment and Cardiovascular Outcomes in Patients With Gout - link 
- Do All Actinic Keratoses Need Treatment? -- Active Surveillance as an Option - link 
- Where Can I Find Reliable Information About Vaccines? - link 
- Oral Semaglutide and Heart Failure Outcomes in Persons With Type 2 Diabetes: A Secondary 
Analysis of the SOUL Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Evidence for Clinical Treatment Decisions Without Randomized Data - link 
- Lessons Learned from Antiobesity Medication Withdrawal Trials - link 
 
JAMA Network Open 
- Electronic Intervention for Patient-Managed Benzodiazepine Tapering: A Randomized Clinical Trial - 
link 
- Body Composition Changes After Bariatric Surgery or Treatment With GLP-1 Receptor Agonists - 
link 
- Estimated Effectiveness of 2024-2025 COVID-19 Vaccination Against Severe COVID-19 - link 
 
Journal of Pharmacy Practice and Research (JPPR) 
- Evaluating the contribution of a specialist HIV pharmacist medication review for inpatients with HIV: 
establishing a role for antiretroviral stewardship in a tertiary hospital - link 
 
Lancet 
- Efficacy and safety of minocycline in patients with acute ischaemic stroke (EMPHASIS): a 
multicentre, double-blind, randomised controlled trial - link 
- Seminar: Leprosy - link 
 
Lancet Diabetes & Endocrinology 
- Clinical features, investigation, and management of Addison's disease - link 
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- Menopausal hormone treatment and breast cancer - link 
- 3 months vs 12 months of romosozumab for postmenopausal osteoporosis (LIDA): an open-label, 
non-inferiority, randomised controlled trial - link 
- Temporal changes and genetic susceptibility to type 2 diabetes (1984–2019; HUNT): a longitudinal, 
population-based study - link 
 
Lancet Regional Health (Europe) 
- Trends in use of Attention-Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder medications among children and adults in 
five European countries, 2010 to 2023: a population-based observational study - link 
 
Lancet Respiratory Medicine 
- Bisoprolol to prevent adverse cardiac events (PACE) in COPD: a multicentre, double-blind, 
randomised, controlled, phase 3 trial - link 
 
Medical Journal of Australia  
- Perspective: Inequity Is Our Biggest Killer: Looking Upstream to Tackle the Burden of Disease in 
Australia - link 
- The clinical presentation, investigation, and management of women diagnosed with endometriosis in 
Australian general practices, 2011–2021: an open cohort study - link 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
- Sacituzumab Govitecan plus Pembrolizumab for Advanced Triple-Negative Breast Cancer - link 
- Images in Clinical Medicine: Toxic Erythema of Chemotherapy - link 
- A Randomized Trial of Tenecteplase in Acute Central Retinal Artery Occlusion - link 
- Palbociclib for Hormone-Receptor–Positive, HER2-Positive Advanced Breast Cancer - link 
- Peripheral Artery Disease in the Legs - link 
 
Pharmaceutical Journal 
- Coroner highlights lack of head injury warnings for anticoagulant (apixaban) - link 
- Is a cure for epidermolysis bullosa on the horizon? - link 
 
Pharmacotherapy 
- Association of Serotonin Transporter Gene 5HTTLPR rs25531 Polymorphism With Escitalopram 
Efficacy in Patients With Major Depressive Disorder - link 
- Cancer Therapy-Induced Cardiotoxicity: A Narrative Review - link 
- Development and Validation of a Novel Scoring Model Integrating Clinical Risk Factors and 
Pharmacokinetic Parameters to Predict Vancomycin-Induced Nephrotoxicity - link 
 
Prescrire International – February 2026 
- Drugs to avoid in the name of better patient care: 2026 update - link 
- Enfortumab vedotin (Padcev°) + pembrolizumab (Keytruda°) in unresectable or metastatic urothelial 
carcinoma 
- Sotatercept (Winrevair°) in pulmonary arterial hypertension 
- Anabolic androgenic steroids: cardiac events and venous thromboembolism 
- mRNA covid-19 vaccines: a review of adverse effects (continued) 
 
Sleep Medicine 
- Non-pharmacological insomnia interventions for improving sleep and mood in people with 
neurological disorders: A systematic review and meta-analysis - link 
 
Thrombosis and haemostasis 
- Efficacy and Safety of DOACs for the Treatment of Superficial Vein Thrombosis: A Systematic 
Review and Meta-Analysis - link 
 

CONSULTATIONS 

Agency for Clinical Innovation, NSW (ACI) 
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- Consultation: Intracerebral Haemorrhage Clinical Practice Guide – closes 9 February 2026 - link 
 
Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- Point of Care Testing Standard Consultation – closes 10 February 2026 - link 
 
TGA 
- Adoption of International Scientific Guidelines in Australia R01-2025 - closing 10 February 2026 - 
link 
- Survey: Digital Mental Health Tools – closing 11 February 2026 - link 
- Survey: Users of digital mental health tools - closing11 February 2026 - link 
- Proposed changes to labelling of medicines supplied in Australia - closing 24 February 2026 - link 
 

WEBINARS & PODCASTS 

Australian Prescriber Podcasts 
- E207 | Injectable drugs for weight management 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) UK 
- The asthma guideline – one year on - link 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

Institute for Safe Medication Practices (ISMP) 
- Medication Safety Intensive Workshop 25th - 27th Feb (Wed - Fri) | 7:45AM - 2:30PM (AEST) - link 
 
Rural Research Collaborative Learning Network (RR-CLaN) 
- Seminar 1: Value for money in healthcare: making sense of economic evaluations. Wednesday 11 
February 2026, 3:00pm – 4:00pm (AEDT) - register 
 - Seminar 2: The classes of quantitative research: description, prediction and causal inference. 
Wednesday 11 March 2026, 3:00pm – 4:00pm (AEDT) - register 
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NSW TAG ACTIVITIES 

 

IPU Workshop 
NSW LHD/N IPU decision makers to discuss current challenges and emerging trends. 

10 am to 3 pm February 11th 2026 at Royal North Shore Hospital 
RSVP: COB 2 February 2026 

Contact: sasha.bennett@svha.org.au 

 
Contact Sasha Bennett at sasha.bennett@svha.org.au for information about any email 
discussions, publications or upcoming meetings.  

CATAG REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 

--Tasmania is seeking input from other jurisdictions on any existing frameworks/guidelines that 
are in place for risk assessing compounded medicines. This includes both local hospital 
pharmacy compounding, and third-party compounding. They are interested in frameworks that 
assess suitability of formulas, and apply stability evidence to compounded products etc, 
including for elastomeric infusion devices. Any governance documents relating to pharmacy 
compounding would be appreciated. 
-- Does your jurisdiction/LHD/N subscribe to a paid consumer resource platform (such as 
“ “choice and medication©””) or a similar service, and whether you consider it fit for purpose? 
 If multiple Australian services are paying for platforms that are not fully fit for purpose, there 
may be an opportunity to redirect funding toward creating and maintaining consumer leaflets 
tailored to the Australian context. 
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Many “Choice and Medication©” leaflets are available in several languages, but there is no 
oversight of the quality of the medical translation service used. If an Australian-specific resource 
were developed, pooled national funding could support translation by accredited medical 
translators into the most relevant languages for our population. 
 
Please send response to Sasha Bennett at sasha.bennett@svha.org.au who will collate 
responses to be sent to CATAG. 
 

EDITOR’S PICKS 

AJHP: Leveraging information technology to promote the safe and effective use of vaccines - link 
AJHP: Multifaceted hospital fluid conservation approach to IV fluid shortages on pt outcomes - link 
AJHP: Information in protocols and pharmacy manuals for investigational drug services - link 
AIM: Advancing Physical Function Outcomes in Glucagon-Like Peptide-1 RA Trials - link 
BJCP: Stratifying patients for med review in the ED using medications and routine blood tests - link 
BJCP: Trust first, concerns second: older adults' preferences towards deprescribing statins - link 
BJCP: What is “triple strength” Wegovy, and why has the MHRA approved it? - link 
BJGP: Learning from end-of-life injectable medication patient safety incidents in the community- link 
BMJ: Utah pilots use of AI algorithm that performs prescription renewals - link 
CPJ: Potentially inappropriate medications among home-dwelling elderly with dementia- link 
DTB: Navigating the benefits and harms of GLP-1 and GLP-1/GIP agonists in obesity - link 
EHJ: Valvular heart failure: evolving pharmacological approaches - link 
EHJ: Environmental stressors and cardiovascular health 
EJHP: Drug–drug interactions in adjuvant and neoadjuvant breast cancer therapy - link 
JAMA: - Nirsevimab vs RSVpreF Vaccine for RSV–Related Hospitalization in Newborns - link 
JAMA IM: - SGLT2 Inhibitors vs GLP-1 Receptor Agonists for Kidney Outcomes in T2DM - link 
JCCQPS: Sustainability of QI Interventions for Opioid Prescribing for Postoperative Care - link 
JAGS: Enhancing Medication Adherence in Older Adults: SR of Evidence-Based Strategies - link 
MHRA (UK): Improving Information with Gabapentinoids, Benzodiazepines and Z-Drugs - link, link 
npj AR: Microbiotoxicity: under-recognised player in drug efficacy, toxicity, and health outcomes - link 
Paeds : High-Risk Medicines and Technology-Related Prescribing Errors in 2 Pediatric Hospitals - 
link; editorial- link 
P’therapy: Algorithm‐Generated Medication Optimization Score and Clinical Outcomes in Ambulatory 

HF Patients - link 
SPS NHS UK: Switching between gabapentin and pregabalin for neuropathic pain - updated 
SPS NHS UK: Advising on specific medicines following bariatric surgery - link 
 

OTHER NEWS 

NSW Health 
- Measles alert … for greater western Sydney [19 January 2026] ; for Sydney [21 January 2026] 
- ACCC product recall of hand sanitiser contaminated with methanol [15 January 2026] 
- Communities across southern NSW urged to protect themselves against mosquito bites [13 January 
2026] 
- Safety Monitoring and Reporting for Clinical Trials Conducted in NSW Public Health Organisations 
(PD2026_002) [22 January 2026] 
- Digital Health Cyber Security (PD2026_001) [20 January 2026] 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – AUSTRALIA 

Agency for Clinical Innovation, NSW (ACI) 
The latest weekly Evidence Digest can be found here 
 
Australian Government Department of Health 
- Following vaccination – what to expect and what to do – fact sheet 
- ATAGI statement: Counterfeit Rabies vaccine (Abhayrab®) reported in India: Guidance for travellers 
and healthcare providers - link 
 
TGA 
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- approves registration of lenacapavir for pre-exposure prophylaxis (PreP) for HIV (YEYTUO) - link 
- Public submissions on interim decisions to amend (or not amend) the current Poisons Standard in 
relation to:  
-- adrenaline - link 
-- intravenous potassium salts and ethyl lactyl retinoate - link 
- Notice of final decision to amend (or not amend) the current Poisons Standard in relation to: 
-- adrenaline - link 
-- intravenous potassium salts, ethyl lactyl retinoate and fenmezoditiaz - link 
- Personal Importation Scheme - link 
- Database of section 19A approvals to import and supply medicines to address medicine shortages 
- Australian prescription medicine decision summaries: 
-- Adzynma (apadamtase alfa/ cinaxadamtase alfa) for the treatment of ADAMTS13 deficiency in 
adults and children with congenital thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura (cTTP) 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – INTERNATIONAL  

Advisory Group on Contraception UK 
- Putting women first: a new approach to contraceptive commissioning: Consensus statement from 
the women’s health community - link 
 
BBC Health News 
- NHS to screen all children in the UK aged 2 to 17 years for Type 1 Diabetes (T1D) - link 
 
British National Formulary 
- January BNF + BNFC Content Updates - 15 significant changes, dose changes, new monographs 
(Hetronifly® [serplulimab], Jaypirca® [pirtobrutinib], Skyclarys® [omaveloxolone], Tepezza® 
[teprotumumab]), deleted monographs, and preparations - link 
 
  
Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologies in Health 
- Eltrombopag and Romiplostim for Immune Thrombocytopenia After Failure of First-Line Therapies - 
link 
- Long-Acting Inhalable Drugs for Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease - link 
- Antiviral Drugs for the Treatment of Suspected or Confirmed Influenza A or Influenza B - link 
- Drug-Checking Technologies to Detect Compositions of Unregulated Substance Samples - link 
- Botulinum Toxin A Products Comparison for Upper Limb Spasticity, Lower Limb Spasticity and 
Cervical Dystonia - link 
 
electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- New products 
-- Exdensur (depemokimab) 100 mg/1 ml Solution for injection in a pre-filled pen - add-on treatment 
for asthma in adults & adolescents (≥12 year) & as an add-on treatment for severe chronic 
rhinosinusitis with nasal polyps in adults 
-- Tuzulby (methylphenidate) prolonged-release chewable tablets - once-daily tablets, available in 
20mg, 30mg and 40mg strengths, must be chewed and not swallowed whole or crushed. Each tablet 
consists of an immediate-release component (30% of the dose, ensuring a rapid onset of action) and 
a slow-release component (70%) 
- New indications 
-- Vyvgart (efgartigimod alfa) – new indication for the treatment of progressive or relapsing active 
chronic inflammatory demyelinating polyneuropathy (CIDP) after prior treatment with corticosteroids or 
immunoglobulins with corresponding updates in all sections 
-- Nucala (mepolizumab) as add-on maintenance treatment of adult patients with uncontrolled COPD 
of an eosinophilic phenotype on a combination of an inhaled corticosteroid, a long acting beta 2 
agonist and a long-acting muscarinic antagonist 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- New Drug approvals 
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-- Zycubo (copper histidinate) subcutaneous injection for children with Menkes disease 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) 
- Approvals 
-- nirogacestat hydrobromide (Ogsiveo) for treatment of progressing desmoid tumours in adults - link 
-- maximum dose of up to 7.2mg per week of semaglutide (Wegovy) for patients with obesity - link 
- Regulation of AI in Healthcare – call for evidence - link 
- Towards next-generation pharmacovigilance capabilities for the UK - link 
 
Monthly Index of Medical Specialities (MIMS) UK 
- MIMS summary of NICE psoriasis guideline - link 
- HRT patch and several inhalers to be discontinued in 2026 - link 
 
NHS England 
- Abatacept for autoimmune complications of primary immunodeficiencies caused by CTLA-4 or LRBA 
genetic mutation (aged 2 years and over) - link 
- Abiraterone acetate and prednisolone for high-risk, hormone sensitive, non-metastatic prostate 
cancer (adults) - link 
- Canakinumab for Still’s disease refractory to anakinra and tocilizumab (adults and children 2 years 
and over) - link 
- Dabrafenib for BRAFV600E mutation positive histiocytic neoplasms where standard care has failed 
(all ages) - link 
- Human normal immunoglobulin for preventative treatment of idiopathic systemic capillary leak 
syndrome following an acute episode (adults) - link 
- Neoadjuvant vismodegib for locally advanced basal cell carcinoma (BCC) prior to curative treatment 
for lesions likely to result in functional sequelae or significant aesthetic sequelae (Adults) - link 
- Obesity surgery for young people (up to their 18th birthday) with severe complex obesity - link 
- Obinutuzumab for systemic lupus erythematosus with secondary non-response to rituximab (adults 
and post-pubescent children) - link 
- Vemurafenib plus rituximab for patients with relapsed or refractory classic hairy cell leukaemia (HCL) 
(Adults) - link 
 
NHS Scotland 
- Accepted for use: 
-- Exagamglogene autotemcel (Casgevy®) for sickle cell disease in patients ≥12 years of age 
-- Nivolumab (Opdivo®) in combination with ipilimumab for first-line treatment of adult patients with 
mismatch repair deficient or microsatellite instability-high unresectable or metastatic colorectal cancer 
-- Zolbetuximab (Vyloy®) in combination with fluoropyrimidine- and platinum-containing 
chemotherapy, for the first-line treatment of adults with locally advanced unresectable or metastatic 
HER2-ve gastric or gastro-oesophageal junction adenocarcinoma whose tumours are CLDN 18.2+ve 
- Accepted for restricted use: 
-- Marstacimab (Hympavzi®) for routine prophylaxis of bleeding episodes 
-- Vevizye® - new formulation of ciclosporin eye drops for severe keratitis in adult dry eye disease  
- Not recommended: 
-- Serplulimab (Hetronifly®) in combination with carboplatin and etoposide for first-line treatment of 
adult patients with extensive-stage small cell lung cancer 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) UK  
- Treatments for renal cell carcinoma: NICE Pilot Treatment Pathways Appraisal - link 
- Avelumab with axitinib for untreated advanced renal cell carcinoma (TA1120) 
- Acoramidis for treating transthyretin amyloidosis with cardiomyopathy (TA1121) 
- Amivantamab with lazertinib for untreated EGFR mutation-positive advanced non-small-cell lung 
cancer (TA1122) 
- Overweight and obesity management – update (NG246) 
 
Royal Pharmaceutical Society 
- … reminds public to limit nasal decongestant spray use to seven days - link 
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Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- New Medicines News – December 2025 
- Managing medicines inventory - series 
- Advising on specific medicines following bariatric surgery - link 
- Quality assurance for aseptic services videos - link 
- Understanding aseptic services in the NHS - link 
 
The King’s Fund (UK) 
- What’s in store for health and care in 2026? - link ; What is social prescribing? - link 
 
UK Health Security Agency 
- Pneumococcal vaccination for older adults and for individuals in a clinical risk group: Information for 
healthcare practitioners - link 
 
UK Medicines Information 
- UKMI Position Statement on the use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) by NHS professionals when 
answering medicine-related questions - link 
 
University of Manchester 
- Evaluation of Independent Prescribing in Community Pharmacy Pathfinder Programme - link 
 

MEDICATION SAFETY 

electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- Revised SPCs 
-- Aspaveli (pegcetacoplan) - administration can now also be via an on-body delivery system, at a site 
on the abdomen, which should be rotated from one infusion to the next. The infusion time varies by 
patient and typically ranges from 30 to 60 minutes 
-- Augmentin Duo 400/57 (amoxicillin trihydrate, clavulanic acid) - haemophagocytic 
lymphohistiocytosis/macrophage activation syndrome added as an ADR of unknown frequency. This 
syndrome of pathological immune activation can be life threatening. Treatment should be 
discontinued unless alternative aetiology can be established 
-- Bevacizumab products - Following safety review by PRAC, a causal link between bevacizumab and 
hyaline occlusive glomerular microangiopathy was considered to be at least a reasonable possibility, 
& the product information of products containing bevacizumab should thus be amended to reflect this 
-- Blincyto (blinatumomab) – revised dexamethasone re-initiation premed guidance for grade 1 
immune effector cell-associated neurotoxicity syndrome (ICANS) & grade 3 if patient<45kg. 
Haemophagocytic lymphohistiocytosis (HLH) or immune effector cell-associated HLH-like syndrome 
added as important risk factor 
-- Braftovi (encorafenib) - paediatric data following completion of paediatric studies and addition of an 
alternative method of administration for patients unable to swallow, where the capsules may be 
opened & content dispersed in a small quantity (~20 mL) of apple sauce and taken immediately 
-- Cell-based Trivalent Influenza Vaccine (Surface Antigen, Inactivated) Seqirus - data from paediatric 
efficacy trial V130_14, which evaluated safety of the vaccine in children aged 6 to 48 months, with 
corresponding updates in the undesirable effects section 
-- Crestor (rosuvastatin) - removal of contraindication wording for pregnancy, lactation & women of 
childbearing potential not using contraception, to update use in pregnancy to "not recommended", and 
to discontinue on recognition of pregnancy with consideration of high CV risk 
-- Epilim (sodium valproate) Syrup – for oral administration only, should not be diluted before use 
-- Evkeeza (evinacumab) - info on maximum volume of the IV infusion bag, according to weight 
-- Imdylltra (Tarlatamab) - use in adult patients with small cell lung cancer with disease progression on 
or after platinum-based chemotherapy. SPCs now include expanded and clarified guidance for 
management of adverse effects such as cytokine release syndrome 
-- MMRVAXPRO, ProQuad [measles, mumps and rubella vaccine (live)] - skin granuloma (associated 
with vaccine derived rubella virus) as an ADR of unknown frequency 
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-- Ngenla (somatrogon) - lipoatrophy as an ADR of unknown frequency, and to note the site of 
injection should be rotated at each administration to prevent lipoatrophy – this includes when using 
more than one injection to deliver a complete dose 
-- OncoTICE (bacillus calmette-guerin) for intravesical use - hemophagocytic lymphohistiocytosis 
added as a post-marketing ADR of unknown frequency 
-- Pifeltro (doravirine) – hepatitis added as ADR of unknown frequency, associated with use in 
combination with other antiretrovirals based on post marketing data, literature & data from clinical 
trials 
-- tapentadol hydrochloride products (Palexia and Ationdo) - importance of setting treatment goals 
and a discontinuation plan included. Additional precautions added for use in patients with opioid use 
disorder and for interactions with anticholinergics. Death, reported as a result of overdose, also added 
-- Volibris (ambrisentan) - animal studies indicated a risk of a decrease in brain weight (compared to 
controls); the clinical relevance of this finding is unknown but may be considered a higher potential 
risk for children under 4 years of age 
-- Wegovy (semaglutide) FelxTouch - 7.2mg (3x2.4mg) weekly dose approved for adults with obesity 
and could be given after ≥ 4 weeks of 2.4mg weekly maintenance dose. The injections can be given 
in the same body area but should be at least 5cm apart and needle changed between each dose 
-- Yescarta (axicabtagene ciloleucel) - in exceptional cases where tocilizumab not available due to a 
shortage that is listed in MHRA Central Alerting System, suitable alternative measures to treat 
cytokine release syndrome instead of tocilizumab must be available prior to infusion 
-- Zacco (clobazam) - drug dependence as an ADR of unknown frequency and corresponding 
warnings with recommendation to discuss end of treatment strategy with the patient to minimise risk 
of dependence, addiction and drug withdrawal syndrome 
-- Zolmitriptan Grunenthal Nasal Spray - use in adolescents aged 12-18 years, with dosing 
information for this age group. Clinical data updated to outline the data in the adolescent and the 
limited paediatric population 
 
EMA 
- Use of paracetamol during pregnancy unchanged in the EU - link 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- FDA Requests Removal of Suicidal Behavior and Ideation Warning from Glucagon-Like Peptide-1 
Receptor Agonist (GLP-1 RA) Medications - link 
 
Health Canada – MedEffect Notice  
- Monthly update to the list of new safety and effectiveness reviews for health products [2026-01-07]  
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) UK 
- Isotretinoin – changes to prescribing guidance and additional risk minimisation measures - link 
- Improving Information Supplied with Gabapentinoids (Pregabalin/Gabapentin), Benzodiazepines and 
Z-Drugs - link 
- Strengthening dependency and addiction warnings on medicines used to treat pain, anxiety, and 
insomnia - link 
- Statement on new review of paracetamol safety during pregnancy - link 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
- Avoid prescribing desiccated (natural) thyroid extract - link 
- Switching between gabapentin and pregabalin for neuropathic pain - updated 
 
TGA 
- Information about major medicine shortages – link 
-- About the shortage of transdermal HRT patches - link 
-- About the Trulicity (dulaglutide) shortage - link 
- Product Information safety updates - January 2026 
-- acetazolamide (Diamox) - Special warnings/precautions: additional monitoring for long-term 
therapy, ARDs and pulmonary oedema; effects on ability to drive and use machines - dizziness, 
ataxia 
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https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/medeffect-canada/safety-reviews/new.html
https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/isotretinoin-changes-to-prescribing-guidance-and-additional-risk-minimisation-measures
https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/improving-information-supplied-with-gabapentinoids-pregabalin-slash-gabapentin-benzodiazepines-and-z-drugs
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/mhra-strengthening-dependency-and-addiction-warnings-on-medicines-used-to-treat-pain-anxiety-and-insomnia
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/mhra-statement-on-new-review-of-paracetamol-safety-during-pregnancy
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/avoid-prescribing-desiccated-natural-thyroid-extract/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/switching-between-gabapentin-and-pregabalin-for-neuropathic-pain/
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages/information-about-major-medicine-shortages
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages-and-supply-disruptions/medicine-shortages/major-or-ongoing-medicine-shortages/about-shortage-transdermal-hrt-patches
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages-and-supply-disruptions/medicine-shortages/major-or-ongoing-medicine-shortages/about-trulicity-dulaglutide-shortage
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-- amivantamab (Rybrevant) - Adverse effects: Postmarketing - Thrombocytopenia and neutropenia 
included when amivantamab is used in combination with carboplatin and pemetrexed 
-- caspofungin acetate  (Caspofungin) - Special warnings/precautions: Updated use in hepatic 
impairment - Interactions: Monitoring liver enzymes added to Ciclosporin topic - Adverse effects: 
Clinical adverse experiences in adult patients added (Table 4) and in paediatric patients (Table 9) ; 
Laboratory values updated ; Post-marketing experience updated with following new reactions: Hepatic 
necrosis, Erythema multiforme, skin exfoliation, Angioedema, Pancreatitis, Clinically significant renal 
dysfunction 
-- cinnarizine dimenhydrinate (Cizinate) - Contraindications & Special 
warnings/precautions: CIZINATE is contraindicated for use in children under 6 years of age because 
of the potential for fatal respiratory depression, psychiatric and CNS (central nervous system) events - 
Adverse effects: Children less than 6 years of age also experienced aggression, hallucination and 
psychomotor hyperactivity - Overdose: symptoms are characterised in children by various 
combinations of excitation, ataxia, incoordination, athetosis and hallucinations, reversible intellectual 
disability and cognition deficit in children less than 6 years of age, while adults may become drowsy 
and lapse into coma. Convulsions may occur in both adults and children: coma or excitement may 
precede their occurrence. Tachycardia may develop 
-- codeine phosphate hemihydrate, ibuprofen  (Nurofen Plus) - Contraindications: Update to use in 
pregnancy - Special warnings/precautions: Adrenal insufficiency, Endocrine effects, Neonatal 
withdrawal syndrome, Hepatobiliary disorders, Gastrointestinal toxicity, Kounis syndrome listed under 
Cardiovascular and cerebrovascular effects, SCARs, Hypokalaemia and renal tubular acidosis to 
Hazardous and harmful use - Interactions: gabapentinoids interaction - Fertility, pregnancy & 
lactation: Neonatal withdrawal syndrome added to Use in Pregnancy, Full pregnancy 
contraindication - Adverse effects added: Hypotension at frequency very rare, Adrenal insufficiency 
and androgen deficiency under Endocrine Disorders at frequency Not known, Hypokalaemia at 
frequency Not known, Kounis syndrome at frequency Not known, Central sleep apnoea syndrome at 
frequency Not known, Pancreatitis at frequency Not known, Spasm of sphincter of Oddi at frequency 
Not known, Severe Cutaneous Adverse Reactions (SCARs) at frequency Very rare, Renal tubular 
acidosis at frequency Not known, Irritability at frequency Not known, Antitussive therapy at frequency 
Not known - Overdose: toxic leukoencephalopathy added 
-- colchicine (Colgout, Lengout) - Interactions: Co-administration with moderate CYP3A4 inhibitors 
such as calcium channel blockers (verapamil and diltiazem) will increase the exposure to colchicine, 
which may lead to colchicine induced toxicity including fatalities. If treatment with a moderate CYP3A4 
inhibitor is required in patients with normal renal and hepatic function, a reduction in colchicine 
dosage or interruption of colchicine treatment is recommended 
-- daptomycin  (Daptomycin Juno)  - Special warnings/precautions: Addition of information relating 
to instituting alternative antibacterial therapy in cSSSI or RIE, Severe cutaneous adverse reactions, 
Symptoms of Tubulointerstitial Nephritis (TIN), Discontinuation in presence of unexplained muscle 
symptoms, Peripheral neuropathy, Increased CPK and renal impairment, Treatment failure in non-
susceptible organism and Clostridioides difficile-associated diarrhoea (CDAD), Revised myopathy 
information - Interactions: in renal impairment added, Interference between daptomycin and assay 
reagents of prothrombin time/international normalised ratio (PT/INR) added - Adverse effects 
added: Thrombocythaemia, thrombocytopaenia; Infusion reaction: tachycardia, wheezing, pyrexia, 
rigors, systemic flushing, vertigo, syncope and metallic taste; Supraventricular tachycardia, 
extrasystole 
-- infliximab (Ixifi) - Adverse effects: Update to Immune System Disorders in Post-marketing 
experience, 'Rheumatoid Arthritis' and 'Inflammatory Bowel Disease' added to 'New onset paradoxical 
drug-induced immune disorders'; Added to Post-marketing experience: 'Musculoskeletal and 
connective tissue disorders', 'Rheumatoid arthritis' with a frequency unknown 
-- ipilimumab (Yervoy) - Special warnings/precautions: Update to Other immune-related adverse 
reactions section to include cases of Myocarditis-Myositis-Myasthenia Gravis Overlap Syndrome 
(presenting as an overlap of either two or all three conditions), some with fatal outcome, have been 
reported with nivolumab and nivolumab in combination with ipilimumab. Early recognition and 
aggressive management are essential to address associated morbidity and risk of mortality - Adverse 
effects: Update to Postmarketing experience section to include Myocarditis-Myositis-Myasthenia 
Gravis Overlap Syndrome associated with the use of ipilimumab in combination with nivolumab 
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-- isavuconazonium sulfate  (Cresemba) - Adverse effects added: 'hyponatraemia' to the tabulated list 
of adverse reactions, with a frequency of 'uncommon' 
-- leuprorelin acetate  (Eligard) - Special warnings/precautions: Updated information relating to signs 
and symptoms of idiopathic intracranial hypertension; Updated information relating to metabolic 
syndrome in the post market setting; Severe Cutaneous Adverse Reactions (SCARs) added and 
recommendation to discontinue if confirmed - Adverse effects added Stevens Johnson Syndrome / 
Toxic epidermal necrolysis, Toxic skin Eruption, erythema multiforme, diabetes to Table 3 under Skin 
and subcutaneous tissue disorders group 
-- neostigmine methylsulfate  (Neostigmine Juno) - Contraindications added: Bronchial asthma, 
Depolarizing muscle relaxants - Special warnings/precautions: Addition of the following warnings: 
Severe cholinergic reaction in hyperreactive patients, Cyclopropane or halone anaesthesia, Use of 
anticholinesterase agents in patients with intestinal anastomoses - Interactions: non-depolarising 
muscle relaxants - Adverse effects: added to Post marketing: decreased cardiac conduction; 
cholinergic syndrome; myasthenia gravis, increase intestinal motility; muscle spasm; hypersensitivity; 
angioedema; hyperhidrosis, increased lacrimation 
-- nicorandil (Apo-Nicorandil) - Contraindications added: Acute pulmonary oedema, Cardiac 
decompensation - Special warnings/precautions: Glaucoma, G6PD deficiency, Heart failure, 
Decrease of blood pressure - Interactions: Dapoxetine and other medical products that may increase 
potassium levels, NSAIDs - Effects on ability to drive and use machines: blood pressure lowering 
effects and weakness 
-- nifedipine (APO-Nifedipine XR) - Contraindications: Cardiogenic shock, unstable angina, clinically 
significant aortic stenosis; Acute angina attacks or for secondary prevention of myocardial infarction; 
Severe hypotension; History of gastro-intestinal obstruction, oesophageal obstruction, or and degree 
of reduced intestinal lumen diameter of the intestinal tract. It must not be used in patients with a Kock 
pouch (ileostomy after proctocolectomy), inflammatory bowel disease or Crohn’s disease - 
Interactions: digoxin interaction - Adverse effects: Updated cardiovascular system, vascular disorders, 
digestive system, nervous system and immune system disorders; Post-marketing AE updated for 
respiratory, thoracic, and mediastinal disorders 
-- nirmatrelvir and ritonavir (Paxlovid) - Interactions: Concomitant use of mavacamten is 
contraindicated 
-- nivolumab (Opdivo) - Special warnings/precautions: cases of Myocarditis-Myositis-Myasthenia 
Gravis Overlap Syndrome (presenting as an overlap of either two or all three conditions), some with 
fatal outcome, have been reported with nivolumab and nivolumab in combination with ipilimumab. 
Early recognition and aggressive management are essential to address associated morbidity and risk 
of mortality - Adverse effects: Update to Postmarketing experience section to include Myocarditis-
Myositis-Myasthenia Gravis Overlap Syndrome 
-- nusinersen heptadecasodium  (Spinraza) - Adverse effects: Post-marketing experience: pyrexia 
added as a non-serious adverse reaction 
-- ocrelizumab (Ocrevus) - Special warnings/precautions: addition of liver injury - Adverse effects: liver 
injury as ADR from post-marketing experience 
-- rimegepant sulfate (Nurtec ODT) - Special warnings/precautions: Additional detail on anaphylactic 
reactions - Adverse effects: addition of Hypersensitivity reactions 
-- sugammadex sodium (Sugammadex Juno) - Special warnings/precautions: Monitoring for 
recurrence of neuromuscular blockade, Prolonged neuromuscular blockade, Adequate ventilation, 
Caution in patients receiving anticoagulation, Depth of anaesthesia, awareness under surgical 
anaesthesia, Caution for use with rocuronium or vecuronium - Adverse effects added: Dysgeusia, 
headache, nausea, urticaria, pruritus, dizziness, vomiting and abdominal pain; In post-marketing 
reports, hypersensitivity events; Cardiac disorders; Respiratory, thoracic, and mediastinal disorders 
adverse effects; Severe systemic disease 
-- sulfamethoxazole, trimethoprim (Bactrim DS) - Special warnings/precautions: addition of warning on 
Circulatory shock - Adverse effects: hypersensitivity of the respiratory tract, acute and delayed lung 
injury, circulatory shock 
-- terbinafine hydrochloride (Lamisil) - Special warnings/precautions: addition of warning regarding 
risk of Thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura (TTP) - Adverse effects: thrombotic thrombocytopenic 
purpura (TT) of unknown frequency 
  -- testosterone (Testavan) - Interactions: Androgens may potentiate the effects of ciclosporin and 
increase risk of nephrotoxicity 
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-- testosterone undecanoate (Reandron) - Special warnings/precautions: new information to enhance 
the existing warning regarding pulmonary oily microembolism. The patient should be observed during 
and immediately after each injection in order to allow for early recognition of possible signs and 
symptoms of pulmonary oily microembolism - Interactions with other medicines and other forms of 
interactions Added new interaction under subheading ‘Effects of androgens on other drugs'. 
Androgens may potentiate the effects of ciclosporin and increase risk of nephrotoxicity. The 
concurrent administration of testosterone with ACTH or corticosteroids may enhance oedema 
formation; thus these active substances should be administered cautiously, particularly in patients 
with cardiac or hepatic disease or in patients predisposed to oedema; Androgens may improve 
glucose tolerance and decrease the need for insulin or other antidiabetic medicines in diabetic 
patients. Patients with diabetes mellitus should therefore be monitored especially at the beginning or 
end of treatment and at periodic intervals during Reandron 1000 treatment. Concomitant use of 
testosterone replacement therapy and sodium-glucose co-transporter 2 (SGLT-2) inhibitors has been 
associated with an increased risk of erythrocytosis. Since both substances may independently elevate 
haematocrit levels, a cumulative effect is possible. Monitoring of haematocrit and haemoglobin levels 
is recommended in patients receiving both treatments - Adverse effects: pulmonary oil microembolism 
with a frequency of rare 
 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
- Vaccines, Thimerosal and Autism Spectrum Disorder, evidence review 2010-2025 - link 
 

PAPERS OF INTEREST 

American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy (AJHP)  
- An evaluation of linezolid-associated serotonin toxicity in combination with serotonergic agents at a 
community teaching hospital - link 
- Leveraging information technology to promote the safe and effective use of vaccines - link 
- Effect of a multifaceted hospital fluid conservation approach to intravenous fluid shortages on patient 
outcomes - link 
- Essential information in protocols and pharmacy manuals for investigational drug services - link 
 
American Journal of Respiratory and Critical Care Medicine 
- Diagnosis and Management of Community-acquired Pneumonia. An Official American Thoracic 
Society Clinical Practice Guideline - link 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
- 2025 U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs and U.S. Department of Defense Clinical Practice 
Guideline for the Primary Care Management of Chronic Kidney Disease - link 
- Advancing Physical Function Outcomes in Glucagon-Like Peptide-1 Receptor Agonist Trials - link 
- Iron Deficiency Anemia - link 
- Effect of Social Vulnerability on Efficacy of Bariatric Surgery Versus Medical and Lifestyle 
Intervention for Type 2 Diabetes: Analysis of the ARMMS-T2D Consortium of Randomized Trials - link 
- Long-Term Mpox Sequelae 11 to 18 Months After Acute Illness: A Cohort Study in Two U.S. Cities - 
link 
 
BJGP Open 
- Diagnosis and management of migraine in adults: a population-based study in England - link 
 
BMJ Medicine 
- Physical activity types, variety, and mortality: results from two prospective cohort studies - link 
 
British Journal of Clinical Pharmacology 
- A novel approach to stratifying patients for medication review in the emergency department using 
medications and routine blood tests - link 
- Antidepressants and the risk of hyponatremia: A multi-institutional cohort study using observational 
medical outcomes partnership—Common Data Model - link 
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https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxaf358/8428817?redirectedFrom=fulltext#google_vignette
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxag008/8423045?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxag007/8416618?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxag005/8416804?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://www.atsjournals.org/doi/10.1164/rccm.202507-1692ST
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/ANNALS-25-03499
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/ANNALS-25-03519
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/ANNALS-25-04416
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/ANNALS-24-01882
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/ANNALS-25-00036
https://bjgpopen.org/content/early/2026/01/08/BJGPO.2025.0143
https://bmjmedicine.bmj.com/content/5/1/e001513
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70449
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70441
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- Trust first, concerns second: An international vignette study of older adults' preferences towards 
deprescribing statins - link 
- Clozapine and norclozapine pharmacokinetic interaction with pantoprazole - link 
- Cefoperazone/sulbactam-induced haemolytic anaemia and thrombocytosis: A case report and 
literature review - link 
- FDA removes web page warning of dangers of unproved autism treatments - link 
- What is “triple strength” Wegovy, and why has the MHRA approved it? - link 
- Risk of cardiac, neuropsychiatric and musculoskeletal adverse events with levothyroxine: Systematic 
review - link 
 
British Journal of General Practice 
- Evidence-based blood tests for monitoring adults with hypertension in primary care: rapid review, 
routine data analyses, and consensus study - link 
- Learning from end-of-life injectable medication patient safety incidents in the community: a mixed-
methods analysis - link 
 
British Medical Journal (BMJ) 
- Weight regain after cessation of medication for weight management: systematic review and meta-
analysis - link 
- Edaravone dexborneol versus placebo on functional outcomes in patients with acute ischaemic 
stroke undergoing endovascular thrombectomy (TASTE-2): randomised controlled trial - link 
- Intake of food additive preservatives and incidence of cancer: results from the NutriNet-Santé 
prospective cohort - link 
- Utah pilots use of AI algorithm that performs prescription renewals - link 
- Ask an expert: Gout - link 
- Mounjaro: Experts issue warning over black market jabs, with fifth of areas still lacking NHS access - 
link 
- 10-Minute Consultation: Vulvodynia (chronic vulval pain) - link 
 
 
 
Canadian Pharmacists Journal 
- Use of potentially inappropriate medications among ambulatory home-dwelling elderly patients with 
dementia: A review of the literature - link 
 
Circulation  
- Socioeconomic and Structural Barriers to Addressing Obesity in Communities: A Scientific 
Statement From the American Heart Association - link 
- From Race-Based to Equity-Informed Antihypertensive Medication Selection: Rationale for the 2025 
AHA/ACC Guideline Change - link 
 
Cochrane  
- Cannabis‐based medicines for chronic neuropathic pain in adults - link 

- Branched‐chain amino acids for people with cirrhosis and hepatic encephalopathy - link 

- Cladribine for people with multiple sclerosis - link 
- Oral iron supplements for children in malaria‐endemic areas - link 

 
Diabetes Care 
- Association Between GLP-1 Receptor Agonists and Ischemic Optic Neuropathy: A Meta-analysis - 
link 
 
Drug and Therapeutics Bulletin 
- Navigating the benefits and harms of GLP-1 and GLP-1/GIP agonists in obesity - link 
- DTB select: VTE risk of newer contraceptives - link 
 
European Heart Journal  
- Valvular heart failure: evolving pharmacological approaches - link 
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https://www.bmj.com/content/392/bmj.s112
https://www.bmj.com/content/392/bmj.s111
https://bpspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bcp.70455
https://bjgp.org/content/early/2026/01/01/BJGP.2025.0209
https://bjgp.org/content/early/2026/01/11/BJGP.2025.0106
https://www.bmj.com/content/392/bmj-2025-085304
https://www.bmj.com/content/392/bmj-2025-086850
https://www.bmj.com/content/392/bmj-2025-084917
https://www.bmj.com/content/392/bmj.s44
https://www.bmj.com/content/392/bmj.r2248
https://www.bmj.com/content/392/bmj.s48
https://www.bmj.com/content/392/bmj-2025-086038
https://utppublishing.com/doi/10.1177/1715163517701770
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/full/10.1161/CIR.0000000000001395
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/full/10.1161/CIRCULATIONAHA.125.077650
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD012182.pub3/full
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD001939.pub5/full
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD013524.pub2/full
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD006589.pub5/full
https://diabetesjournals.org/care/article-abstract/doi/10.2337/dc25-1238/164230/Association-Between-GLP-1-Receptor-Agonists-and?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://dtb.bmj.com/content/early/2026/01/09/dtb.2025.000039
https://dtb.bmj.com/content/early/2026/01/13/dtb.2025.000058
https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/advance-article/doi/10.1093/eurheartj/ehaf1079/8424138
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- Environmental stressors and cardiovascular health: acting locally for global impact in a changing 
world: A statement of the European Society of Cardiology, the American College of Cardiology, the 
American Heart Association, and the World Heart Federation - link 
 
European Journal of Hospital Pharmacy  
-ICU Y-site compatibility at standardised infusion concentrations: method-stratified synthesis and 
practical chart - link 
- Treatment outcomes in methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus bacteraemia patients receiving 
vancomycin: a retrospective study at a tertiary hospital – link 
- Ciclosporin-related posterior reversible encephalopathy syndrome in a paediatric haematopoietic 
stem cell transplant recipient - link 
- Association of acamprosate versus gabapentinoids with liver disease progression and alcohol-
related admissions in patients with alcohol use disorder - link 
- Drug–drug interactions in adjuvant and neoadjuvant breast cancer therapy - link 
- Impact of patient-centred care and population health management on diabetes and hypertension 
outcomes - link 
- Evaluation of the impact of NOAC underdosing and exploration of bleeding risk factors in elderly 
patients with atrial fibrillation: artificial intelligence-based approach - link 
 
Internal Medicine Journal 
- Recommendations for bone-directed therapy in patients with neuroendocrine tumour skeletal 
metastases at the New Zealand National Neuroendocrine Tumour Multidisciplinary Meeting - link 
- Letter: Pyridoxine toxicity among lung transplant recipients - link 
 
International Journal of Clinical Pharmacy 
- Venous thromboembolism prophylaxis in adults hospitalised for psychiatric illness: an evidence-
based clinical practice guideline developed using GRADE - link 
- Fixed dose versus 3-day loading dose warfarin initiation in atrial fibrillation: effects on INR 
stabilization and time in the therapeutic range - link 
 
International Journal for Quality in Health Care 
- Anticholinergic load and quality of life in Australian residential aged care: a retrospective cohort 
study - link 
- Toward integrated risk management of patient falls and patient-assisted injuries: Four indicators to 
support a joint approach - link 
 
JACC 
- Effects of Intensive Blood Pressure Control in Patients with Frailty: A Post Hoc Analysis From 
ESPRIT - link 
 

JAMA 
- Nirsevimab vs RSVpreF Vaccine for Respiratory Syncytial Virus–Related Hospitalization in 
Newborns - link 
- Prenatal Exposure to Acid-Suppressive Medications and Risk of Neuropsychiatric Disorders in 
Children - link 
- JAMA Patient Page: What Is Diverticulitis? - link ; What Is Superficial Vein Thrombosis? - link ;  
What Is Prostatitis? - link ; What Is Type 2 Diabetes? – link 
- Gastric Cancer: A Review - link 
- Acetaminophen (Paracetamol) or Opioid Analgesia Added to Ibuprofen for Children’s 
Musculoskeletal Injury: Two Randomized Clinical Trials - link – editorial 
- Interim Safety of RSVpreF Vaccination During Pregnancy - link 
- High-Dose vs Standard-Dose Influenza Vaccine in Older Adults With Diabetes: A Secondary 
Analysis of the DANFLU-2 Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- Climate Change, Allergic Rhinitis, and Sinusitis - link 
 
JAMA Internal Medicine 
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- SGLT2 Inhibitors vs GLP-1 Receptor Agonists for Kidney Outcomes in Individuals With Type 2 
Diabetes - link 
- Remove Oral Diphenhydramine from OTC - End the Status Quo - link 
- Mobile Chat Messaging for Smoking Relapse Prevention - A Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
 
Joint Commission Journal on Quality and Patient Safety 
- Long-Term Sustainability of QI Interventions: Outcomes in Opioid Prescribing for Postoperative Care 
- link 
 
Journal of the American Geriatrics Society  
- Enhancing Medication Adherence in Older Adults: A Systematic Review of Evidence-Based Strategies 
- link 
 
Lancet 
- VEXAS syndrome: a comprehensive review of pathogenesis, clinical spectrum, and therapeutic 
strategies - link 
- Low-dose yellow fever vaccination in infants: a randomised, double-blind, non-inferiority trial - link 
- Seminar: Tetanus - link 
- Glucagon-like receptor agonists and next-generation incretin-based medications: metabolic, 
cardiovascular, and renal benefits - link 
 
Lancet Obstetrics, Gynaecology, & Women’s Health 
- Prenatal paracetamol exposure and child neurodevelopment: a systematic review and meta-analysis 
- link 
 
Nature Microbiology 
- Higher stability of novel live-attenuated oral poliovirus type 2 (nOPV2) despite the emergence of a 
neurovirulent double recombinant strain in Uganda - link 
 
 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
- Functional Dyspepsia - link 
- Fremanezumab in Children and Adolescents with Episodic Migraine - link 
 
npj Antimicrobials and Resistance 
- Microbiotoxicity: an under-recognised player in drug efficacy, toxicity, and health outcomes - link 
 
Pediatrics (American Academy of Pediatrics) 
- Electronic Health Records and the Risk of Medication Errors - link 
- High-Risk Medicines and Technology-Related Prescribing Errors in 2 Pediatric Hospitals - link 
- Pediatric Readiness in the Emergency Department: Policy Statement - link 
- Influenza Antiviral Use in Hospitalized Children Before and During the COVID-19 Pandemic - link 
 
Pharmacotherapy 
- Association of an Algorithm‐Generated Medication Optimization Score With Clinical Outcomes in 

Ambulatory Patients With Heart Failure - link 
- Letter: “Acute Pharmacodynamic Effects of Oral Levodopa on Blood Pressure in Parkinson’s 
Disease” – comment – response to comment 
- Pharmacotherapeutic Controversies During Temperature Control After Out-of-Hospital Cardiac 
Arrest: A Semi-Structured Literature Review - link 
- Genotype Differences and Hydroxyurea Utilization Among Adults With Moderate to Severe Sickle 
Cell Disease - link 
 

CONSULTATIONS (new additions in bold) 

Agency for Clinical Innovation, NSW (ACI) 
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- Consultation: Intracerebral Haemorrhage Clinical Practice Guide – closes 9 February 2026 - link 
 
Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- Point of Care Testing Standard Consultation – closes 10 February 2026 - link 
 
TGA 
- Proposed amendments to the Poisons Standard - ACCS, ACMS and Joint ACMS-ACCS meetings - 
March 2026 – closing 29 January 2026 - link 
- Adoption of International Scientific Guidelines in Australia R01-2025 - closing 10 February 2026 - 
link 
- Survey: Digital Mental Health Tools – closing 11 February 2026 - link 
- Survey: Users of digital mental health tools - closing11 February 2026 - link 
- Proposed changes to labelling of medicines supplied in Australia - closing 24 February 2026 - link 
 

WEBINARS & PODCASTS 

Australian Prescriber Podcasts 
- E206 | Testing for human immunodeficiency virus 
 
MJA Podcasts 
- Episode 1: Left Atrial Appendage Occlusion or LAAO Therapy 
 
Purple Pen Podcast 
- PPP184 - Vitamins and Nutritional Supplements 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

- - Medication Safety Intensive Workshop 25th - 27th Feb (Wed - Fri) | 7:45AM - 2:30PM (AEST) - 

link 

-  

- February RR-CLaN Seminar 1: Value for money in healthcare: making sense of economic 
evaluations. Wednesday 11 February 2026, 3:00pm – 4:00pm (AEDT)  
To register: https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1523888 

 
- March February RR-CLaN Seminar 2: The classes of quantitative research: description, prediction 
and causal inference. Wednesday 11 March 2026, 3:00pm – 4:00pm (AEDT)  
To register: https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1524005 
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NSW TAG ACTIVITIES 

.

IPU Workshop 
NSW TAG is convening a workshop on IPUs for NSW LHD/N IPU decision makers to discuss  

current challenges and emerging trends. 
10 am to 3 pm 

February 11th 2026 at 
Royal North Shore Hospital 

Contact: sasha.bennett@svha.org.au 

 
NSW TAG ACTIVITIES 

Open email discussions 
1. Has any DTC provided long term outpatient access to sodium oxybate through IPUs? 

Closes 21 January 2026 
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https://aci.health.nsw.gov.au/networks/have-your-say/intracerebral-haemorrhage
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/newsroom/consultations/point-care-testing-standard-consultation
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/consultation/consultation-proposed-amendments-poisons-standard-accs-acms-and-joint-acms-accs-meetings-march-2026
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/consultation/consultation-adoption-international-scientific-guidelines-australia-r01-2025
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/consultation/survey-digital-mental-health-tools
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/consultation/survey-users-digital-mental-health-tools
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/consultation/consultation-proposed-changes-labelling-medicines-supplied-australia
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/podcast/episode-206-testing-for-human-immunodeficiency-virus.html?utm_source=mailchimp&utm_medium=edm&utm_campaign=podjan2026&mc_cid=7800838c10&mc_eid=aab40d20f0
https://www.mja.com.au/podcast/223/1/mja-podcasts-2026-episode-1-left-atrial-appendage-occlusion-or-laao-therapy
https://www.purplepenpodcast.com/home/2026/1/18/ppp184-vitamins-and-nutritional-supplements-with-josh-schiller
https://home.ecri.org/products/international-medication-safety-intensive-workshop?utm_campaign=34268228-International%20MSI%20Workshop%20APAC&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--rfoLOxb2Q7kSRYMC_LmZNKStmtCRizKfcjKystbhOPJZ2tM0AJof6qj9SNCK2YvCVhFtk0xqE-x3cnwOZNKnuNWgUn9NKQ5og6341rUcXv5dXkzA&_hsmi=399826197&utm_content=399826197&utm_source=hs_automation
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https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1524005__;!!LUsMDrd6!jde6S7MOC_hfLI8hRpuIpE4vXq9j6a53GfpKphr1WV_rwMGwsU0Utpec_VGteMOzouoX_m5Rw5MP9mT3-K32kA6ayAR_b9wm9wrzynJ0$
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2. Has any DTC developed infrastructure to support streamlined IPUs (while awaiting CEC 

system)? Has any DTC provided long term outpatient access to sodium oxybate through 

IPUs? Closes 21 January 2026 

Recently completed email discussions 
- Lists of time critical medicines 

- Policies for DTC oversight of programmable infusion pumps.  

- Hospital/district criteria for use of andexanet alfa and relevant policy/protocols/guidance documents.  
- Obinutuzumab in refractory lupus nephritis 
Contact Sasha Bennett at sasha.bennett@svha.org.au for information about any email 
discussions, publications or upcoming meetings.  

 
CATAG REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 

Tasmania is seeking input from other jurisdictions on any existing frameworks/guidelines that 
are in place for risk assessing compounded medicines. This includes both local hospital 
pharmacy compounding, and third-party compounding. They are interested in frameworks that 
assess suitability of formulas, and apply stability evidence to compounded products etc, 
including for elastomeric infusion devices. Any governance documents relating to pharmacy 
compounding would be appreciated. 
Please send response to Sasha Bennett at sasha.bennett@svha.org.au who will collate 
responses to be sent to Tasmania. 
 

EDITOR’S PICKS  

AJHP: - Artificial intelligence for drug information: Evaluation in real-world pharmacy practice - link 
AJHP: Pharmacy in 2050: Next generation therapeutics - link 
AIM: - Cannabis-Based Products for Chronic Pain: An Updated Systematic Review - link 
BJCP: N-of-1 trials in clinical research - link 
BJCP: Drug poisonings following bariatric surgery: Case series report - link 
BJCP: Trends and variation in the use of andexanet alfa for the reversal of DOACs in England - link 
BJCP: Risk of GI bleeding by specific SSRIs and SNRIs: A systematic review and meta-analysis - link 
BJP: Clozapine changes and the opportunity to redesign services for people with schizophrenia - link 
BMJ QS: Duration of antibiotic therapy in the ICU: factors influencing decision-making- link 
BMJ DTB: Disinformation and misinformation: what can we do? - link 
EHJ: Prasugrel or ticagrelor monotherapy vs dual antiplatelet treatment after PCI in ACS - link 
EJHP: Drug–drug interactions in adjuvant and neoadjuvant breast cancer therapy - link 
EHJP: Tackling medication errors: how a systems approach improves patient safety - link 
EJHP: Impact of clinical variables on enoxaparin dosing and anti-Xa factor concentration - link 
IJCP: AI-powered hospital admission prediction dashboard to guide med reconciliation in ED- link 
IMJ:  DOAC prescribing for atrial fibrillation - link 
IMJ: Current clinical practice trends in giant cell arteritis diagnosis and management in Australia- link 
JAMA: Evidence-Based Trial Design for CART-Cell Therapy in Oncology - link 
JAMA IM: Implementing Benzodiazepine Deprescribing in the Primary Care Clinic - link 
JPPR:  Editorial: Medication Safety in Australia - link 
JPPR: Aboriginal Health Workers and pharmacists in a two-way learning collaboration - link 
JPPR: Polypharmacy and super-polypharmacy in non-geriatric, adult populations- link 
JPPR: Collaborative pharmacist prescribing on pt safety and flow and pharmacists' workload - link 
Lancet Psych: Antidepressant deprescribing in individuals with clinically remitted depression- link 
MDPI: Structured Medication Review and Shared Decision-Making in Patients with Mild Intellectual 
Disabilities Who Use Psychotropic Medication - link 
MDPI: A Scoping Review of Drug Manipulation in Pediatric Care - link 
MDPI: Intrathecal Drug Delivery Systems for Chronic Pain Management: - link 
PJ: Disabling prescribing system alerts may have led to hospital paracetamol overdose - link 
Prescrire International: Retracted articles continue to do harm - link 
SPS UK: - Five moments to tackle problematic polypharmacy podcasts - link 
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https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/the-british-journal-of-psychiatry/article/clozapine-clinics-at-the-crossroads-and-the-opportunity-to-redesign-services-for-people-with-chronic-schizophrenia/2AA52A11CA23CD7E9B9CED947A9C587A
https://qualitysafety.bmj.com/content/35/1/18
https://dtb.bmj.com/content/64/1/2
https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/advance-article/doi/10.1093/eurheartj/ehaf1050/8383793
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https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11096-025-02076-x
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TGA: About the changes to the supply of insulin products - link ; Changes to the supply of insulin 
products - link 
UK DHSC: Precision treatments tackling the hardest-to-treat cancers set to be produced from 
hundreds of tonnes of reprocessed uranium from nuclear reactors - link 
 

OTHER NEWS  

Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- New resources to support people with intellectual disability - link 
 
NSW Health 
- Measles alert for: Sydney Airport & Western Sydney [31 December 2025] ; Northern Sydney [2 
January 2026] ; Sydney Airport & Inner Western Sydney [4 January 2026] 
- Multiple high-dose MDMA tablets circulating in NSW [31 December 2025] 
- Extension of methylphenidate exemption – link – with shortage info for pharmacists link 
 
TGA 
- Lawful possession and supply of vaping goods in Australia: What’s changed - link 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – AUSTRALIA 

Agency for Clinical Innovation, NSW (ACI) 
The latest weekly Evidence Digest can be found here 
- Foundations of burn patient care - link 
- Intravenous thrombolysis for adult patients with acute ischaemic stroke - link 
 
Australian Government Department of Health 
- Chief Medical Officer Professor Michael Kidd – Measles vaccination advice - link 
- Medicare Mental Health Check In Fact Sheet – Professionals FAQs - link 
- National Immunisation Program schedule - link 
 
 
 
MIMS monthly updates 
- New Products 
-- Faecal microbiota (Biomictra) for the restoration of the gut microbiota in the management of 
gastrointestinal disorders, specifically Cl. difficile infection. The product must not be released for use 
in conditions other than C. difficile infection, unless as part of a registered clinical trial or via the 
Special Access Scheme or via Authorised Prescriber Scheme. Biomictra is contraindicated in patients 
with suspected bowel perforation and anaphylactic food allergy 
 -- Odevixibat (sesquihydrate) (Bylvay) for progressive familial intrahepatic cholestasis in patients 
aged 6 months or older 
 -- Olipudase alfa (Xenpozyme) powder for infusion is an enzyme replacement therapy for non-central 
nervous system manifestations of ASMD in paediatric and adult patients with type A/B (Niemann-Pick 
type A/B) or type B (Niemann-Pick type B). 
 -- Tucatinib (Tukysa) in combination with trastuzumab and capecitabine for the treatment of patients 
with advanced unresectable or metastatic HER2-positive breast cancer, including patients with brain 
metastases, who have received one or more prior anti-HER2-based regimens in the metastatic 
setting. Tukysa, in combination with trastuzumab, has provisional approval for the treatment of adult 
patients with RAS wild-type HER2-positive unresectable or metastatic colorectal cancer that has 
progressed following treatment with fluoropyrimidine, oxaliplatin, and irinotecan-based chemotherapy 
 -- Ublituximab (Briumvi) for adults with relapsing forms of multiple sclerosis with active disease 
defined by clinical or imaging features. Briumvi is contraindicated in severe active infection, in patients 
in a severely immunocompromised state, and in known active malignancies 
- New Indications 
-- Tisagenlecleucel (Kymriah) is now indicated for adults with relapsed or refractory follicular 
lymphoma after two or more lines of therapy 
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https://aci.health.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/1032835/Foundations-of-burn-patient-care.pdf
https://aci.health.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/1032669/ACI-Stroke-thrombolysis-clinical-practice-guide.pdf
https://www.health.gov.au/news/chief-medical-officer-professor-michael-kidd-measles-vaccination-advice?language=en
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/medicare-mental-health-check-in-fact-sheet-professionals-faqs?language=en
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/national-immunisation-program-schedule?language=en
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 -- Trastuzumab deruxtecan (Enhertu) is now also indicated as monotherapy for the treatment of 
adults with unresectable or metastatic HER2-low (IHC 1+ or IHC 2+/ISH-negative) breast cancer who 
have received prior chemotherapy in the metastatic setting or developed disease recurrence during or 
within 6 months of completing adjuvant chemotherapy. Patients with hormone receptor positive breast 
cancer should additionally have received and no longer be considered eligible for endocrine therapy. 
It is also indicated as monotherapy for the treatment of adult patients with unresectable or metastatic 
HR+ and either HER2-low (IHC 1+ or IHC 2+/ISH-negative) or HER2-ultralow (IHC 0 with membrane 
staining) breast cancer who have received at least one endocrine therapy in the metastatic setting 
and who are not considered suitable for endocrine therapy as the next line of treatment 
 
TGA 
- Resources for health professionals about transvaginal surgical mesh - link 
- Support for transvaginal surgical mesh patients - link 
- Authorised Prescriber scheme for psychedelics targeted consultation meeting statement - link 
- Database of section 19A approvals to import and supply medicines to address medicine shortages 
- AusPARs:  
-- Anzupgo (delgocitinib) approved for moderate to severe chronic hand eczema in adults for whom 
topical corticosteroids are inadequate or inappropriate 
-- Opuviz, a bioisimilar to Eylea, approved for multiple eye-related conditions 
-- Sondelbay, Teriparintas and Teriparaccord approved for the treatment of osteoporosis - link 
-- Steqeyma (ustekinumab) approved to treat moderate to severe plaque psoriasis, active psoriatic 
arthritis, Crohn's disease, and ulcerative colitis 
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/auspmd 
- Australian prescription medicine decision summaries: 
-- Alyftrek (vanzacaftor, tezacaftor, deutivacaftor) approved to treat people with cystic fibrosis who are 
6 years and older. It has 3 active ingredients that target the genetic cause of cystic fibrosis 
-- Ekterly (sebetralstat) approved for hereditary angioedema (HAE) attacks caused by C1 inhibitor 
deficiency or dysfunction, in patients aged 12 years and older 
 
 
 
 

REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS – INTERNATIONAL  

Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) USA 
- Comparative Effectiveness of Medical Therapies for Locally Advanced Gastric Adenocarcinoma - 
link 
 
Asthma + Lung UK 
- NG245 One Year On: Implementing the BTS/NICE/SIGN asthma guideline - link 
 
British National Formulary 
- December 2025 BNF + BNFC Content Updates 
 
College of Sexual and Reproductive Health UK 
- UK medical eligibility criteria for contraceptive use 2025 - link 
 
UK Department of Health and Social Care 
- Precision treatments tackling the hardest-to-treat cancers set to be produced from hundreds of 
tonnes of reprocessed uranium from nuclear reactors - link 
 
electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- New products 
-- Acvybra (denosumab) 60 mg solution for injection in pre-filled syringe - biosimilar to Prolia for 
osteoporosis in postmenopausal women & men with increased fracture risks, bone loss due to 
hormone ablation in men with prostate cancer & fracture risk, & bone loss associated with long-term 
systemic glucocorticoid treatment 
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-- Beyonttra (acoramidis hydrochloride) 356 mg fc tablets - potent stabiliser for the transthyretin 
protein for wild-type or variant transthyretin amyloidosis in adult patients with cardiomyopathy 
-- Epzit (domperidone) 10 mg orodispersible tablet - new formulation for the relief of the symptoms of 
nausea and vomiting. The tablets should be placed on the tongue and allowed to disintegrate before 
swallowing with or without water, according to patient preference 
-- Keytruda (pembrolizumab) solution for injection 395mg and 790mg - subcutaneous formulation of 
pembrolizumab for same indications as the intravenous preparation. SPC advises that patients can 
switch between the formulations at their next dose and warns to check correct formulation is prepared 
-- Qalsody (Tofersen) 100 mg solution for injection - antisense oligonucleotide for adults with 
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, a condition associated with a mutation in the superoxide dismutase 1 
(SOD1) gene 
-- Xetinin (clarithromycin) XL 500mg prolonged release tablets - new formulation taken once daily for 
infections caused by susceptable organisms in adults and children over the age of 12 years 
-- Xbonzy (denosumab) 120 mg solution for injection for prevention of skeletal related events in adults 
with advanced malignancies involving bone & treatment of adults/skeletally mature adolescents with 
giant cell tumour of bone that is unresectable or where surgery likely to result in severe morbidity 
-- Yesafili (aflibercept) 40 mg/ml Solution for injection pre-filled - biosimilar to Eylea for neovascular 
age-related macular degeneration and visual impairment due to 1) macular oedema secondary to 
retinal vein occlusion, 2) diabetic macular oedema, or 3) myopic choroidal neovascularisation 
New/expanded indications 
-- Adempas (riociguat) now for pulmonary arterial hypertension in paediatric patients aged 6 to less 
than 18 years with WHO Functional Class II to III in combination with endothelin receptor antagonists 
-- Calquence (acalabrutinib) – new indication in combination with bendamustine and rituximab for the 
treatment of adult patients with previously untreated mantle cell lymphoma who are not eligible for 
autologous stem cell transplant 
-- Fultium-D3 (colecalciferol) 3,200IU capsules – now also for prophylaxis of vitamin D deficiency in 
adults and adolescents over 12 years with an identified risk, at a dose of 1-2 capsules weekly, 
dependent upon the patient’s risk factors (e.g. dietary intake, light exposure, skin tone) 
-- Gazyvaro (obinutuzumab) in combination with mycophenolate mofetil (MMF) for the treatment of 
adult patients with active Class III or IV, with or without concomitant Class V, lupus nephritis 
-- Otezla (apremilast) - moderate-severe plaque psoriasis in patients aged ≥6 years & weighing at 
least 20kg, and corresponding administration instructions, pharmacokinetic information, guidance for 
paediatric patients with severe renal impairment and data from SPROUT study 
-- Tezspire (tezepelumab) - new indication of add-on therapy to intranasal corticosteroids for the 
treatment of adult patients with severe chronic rhinosinusitis with nasal polyps, for whom therapy with 
systemic corticosteroids and/or surgery do not provide adequate disease control 
 
European Medicines Agency (EMA) 
- European CHMP 8-11 December 2025 recommendations for approval 
-- 5 new medicines: nogapendekin alfa inbakicept (Anktiva), aumolertinib, depemokimab, aficamten 
and mNexspike Covid vaccine, and 2 biosimilars 
-- 11 licence extensions: Arexvy RSV vaccine, pegcetacoplan, pretomanid, gadopiclenol, aflibercept, 
tirzepatide, mepolizumab, imipenem/cilastatin/relebactam, golimumab, inebilizumab, sotatercept 
-- Negative opinion for one medicine: Blarcamesine Anavex (blarcamesine) intended for Alzheimer’s 
-- refusal of a change to the marketing authorisation for tasimelteon (Hetlioz) to include treatment of 
nighttime sleep disturbance in children 3-15 years old with Smith-Magenis syndrome 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- New Drug approvals 
-- Accrufer (ferric maltol) for iron deficiency in pediatric patients ages 10 and older - link 
-- Aqvesme (mitapivat) first oral treatment for anemia in thalassemia, an inherited blood disorder - link 
-- Blujepa (gepotidacin) to treat uncomplicated urogenital gonorrhea due to N.gonorrhoea - link 
-- Cablivi (caplacizumab-yhdp) for rare blood disorder in pediatric patients 12 years and older - link 
-- Cardamyst (etripamil) nasal spray for type of abnormally fast heart rhythm - link 
-- Exdensur (depemokimab-ulaa) to treat severe asthma characterized by an eosinophilic phenotype 
as an add-on maintenance therapy 
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-- fam-trastuzumab deruxtecan-nxki with pertuzumab for unresectable or metastatic HER2-positive 
breast cancer - link 
-- Fesilty (fibrinogen, human-chmt) - Novel Fibrinogen Concentrate for CFD - link 
-- Jascayd (nerandomilast) tablets to treat chronic, progressive lung disease - link 
-- Lerochol (lerodalcibep-liga) to reduce low-density lipoprotein cholesterol in adults with 
hypercholesterolemia, including heterozygous familial hypercholesterolemia, as an adjunct to diet and 
exercise 
-- Mosunetuzumab (Lunsumio) Subcutaneous for Follicular Lymphoma - link 
-- Nereus (tradipitant) to treat vomiting associated with motion 
-- Niraparib-Abiraterone Acetate Combo (Akeega) for CSPC - link 
-- Nuzolvence (zoliflodacin) to treat uncomplicated urogenital gonorrhea due to N.gonorrhoeae - link 
-- Myqorzo (aficamten) for adult functional capacity/symptoms in rare inherited heart condition - link 
-- Rubraca (rucaparib) for metastatic castration-resistant prostate cancer - link 
-- Rybrevant (Amivantamab) Subcutaneous for EGFR-Mutated NSCLC - link 
-- Uplizna (inebilizumab-cdon) for generalized myasthenia gravis - link 
-- Wegovy (semaglutide) oral 25 mg for weight management - link 
-- Yartemlea (narsoplimab-wuug) first drug to treat serious complication of stem cell transplant - link 
 
General Pharmaceutical Council UK 
-GPhC shares advice on safe prescribing and dispensing in response to emerging patient safety 
concerns - link 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) 
- Approvals 
-- Mirdametinib for plexiform neurofibromas in children, adolescents, and adults with 
neurofibromatosis type 1 - link 
- Depemokimab (Exdensur) for asthma and severe chronic rhinosinusitis with nasal polyps - link 
- Reclassification of fluticasone propionate (Pirinase Allergy 0.05% w/w Nasal Spray) for adolescents 
aged 12 and over - link 
- Zapomeran (Kostaive) mRNA COVID-19 vaccine - link 
- MHRA suggests simple winter wellness choices to aid winter wellbeing - link 
- Lenacapavir for the prevention of sexually transmitted HIV-1 infection - link 
- MMRV Vaccine Factsheet – Information for Parents and Caregivers - link 
 
Monthly Index of Medical Specialities (MIMS) UK 
- Gefapixant now available for NHS prescribing for treatment of refractory or unexplained chronic 
cough - link 
- New modified-release methylphenidate preparation (Tuzulby) now available for ADHD in children 
aged 6 to 17 years - link 
 
NHS England 
- Measles guidance for healthcare services - link 
- Expansion of the NHS routine childhood vaccination programme to include chickenpox - link 
- Easy read resources for 2025/26 COVID-19 vaccinations - link 
 
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) UK  
- Obecabtagene autoleucel for treating relapsed or refractory B-cell precursor acute lymphoblastic 
leukaemia- guidance (TA1116) 
- Venetoclax with obinutuzumab for untreated chronic lymphocytic leukaemia (TA1119) 
- Dostarlimab with platinum-containing chemotherapy for treating primary advanced or recurrent 
endometrial cancer with microsatellite stability or mismatch repair proficiency - link 
- DMD Care UK’s guideline on respiratory care: NICE review (NR2) 
 
Scottish Intercollegiate Guideline Network (SIGN) UK 
- Management of chronic pain (part 1) - link 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
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- Five moments to tackle problematic polypharmacy podcasts - link 
- SPS Medication Safety Update: December 2025 
 
UK Health Security Agency 
- New mpox strain identified in England - link 
- Tuberculosis (TB) information sheet - link 
- Change of vaccine for the routine adult pneumococcal vaccination programme and individuals at 
increased clinical risk - link 
- PGD template: Pneumococcal polysaccharide conjugate vaccine (PCV20) - link ; Measles, mumps 
and rubella vaccine – update 
- Vaccine update: issue 366, December 2025 ; issue 367, Childhood schedule changes special 
- Pertussis: the green book chapter (update) 
 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
- Guidance on policy and strategic actions for mental health and the health sector - link 
- WHO guidelines on the management of advanced HIV disease - link 
 

MEDICATION SAFETY 

electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC) (UK) 
- Revised SPCs 
-- Benzylpenicillin benzathine - potential for benzylpenicillin benzathine formulations to block the 
needle if intramuscular injection of the reconstituted product to the patient is not made at a slow, 
steady rate, and to introduce practical guidance regarding how to mitigate this issue 
-- Combivent (ipratropium bromide, salbutamol sulfate) - sleep disturbances added as rare ADR 
-- Kaftrio (elexacaftor, ivacaftor & tezacaftor) – mood disturbances which usually occur within first 3 
months of treatment initiation & advice to alert patients and care givers to monitor for symptoms 
including new onset or worsening of anxiety or low mood, sleep disturbance, and forgetfulness 
-- Keppra (levetiracetam) - data from two observational studies including more than 1000 children 
born to women with epilepsy prenatally exposed to levetiracetam monotherapy added, which do not 
suggest an increased risk of autism spectrum disorders or intellectual disability 
-- Kineret (anakinra) - drug reaction with eosinophilia and systemic symptoms (DRESS) rarely 
reported during post-marketing use in patients treated with anakinra, predominantly in paediatric 
patients with Still's disease 
-- Nipent (pentostatin) - advice added on adequate duration of contraception for female patients and 
advice to lactating women on the adequate duration to abstain from breastfeeding, and information on 
contraception for male patients 
-- Nulbia (prilocaine and lidocaine) 5% cream - this medication should be used with particular care 
when applied in the vicinity of the eyes, as it may cause eye irritation and chemical burns 
-- Opdivo (nivolumab) - addition of four indications for the 900 mg, 3 weekly dosing regimen 
-- Rezurock (belumosudil mesylate) - caution when co-administering belumosudil with sensitive 
CYP1A2 substrates (for example theophylline, warfarin, tizaidine or pomalidomide), for which minimal 
concentration changes may lead to serious toxicities 
-- Sirturo (bedaquiline fumarate) - use in children ≥2 and <5 years of age and weighing at least 7 kg 
-- Tecentriq (atezolizumab) –uveitis added as an ADR of uncommon frequency for monotherapy and 
rare with combination therapy. In addition, cytomegalovirus infection, tenosynovitis, arthritis and 
sarcoidosis added as ADRs for monotherapy 
-- Wegovy (semaglutide) - data from epidemiological studies may indicate an increased risk of non-
arteritic anterior ischaemic optic neuropathy during treatment with semaglutide. Patients reporting a 
sudden loss of vision should be urgently referred for ophthalmological examination 
-- Varivax (varicella-zoster virus, live) vaccine - encephalitis (fatal in some cases e.g. 
immunocompromised patients) reported during post-marketing use & also a consequence of varicella 
infection itself. Medical attention needed if signs (reduced consciousness, convulsions, ataxia, fever 
or headache) appear 
- Risk minimisation materials 
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-- Exambol (argatroban) - DHPC letter contains detailed safety information on the ready-to-use 
solution for infusion (1 mg/mL) and highlights some key differences in the packaging from the existing 
single/multidose concentrate formulation (100 mg/mL) 
-- Levetiracetam (Keppra) oral solution: Risk of medication error due to change of dosing syringe 
A new 5mL dosing syringe (delivering up to 500mg) will replace the 3mL syringe (up to 300mg). When 
dispending, caregivers should be informed about the change in volume, the correct dose and how to 
measure it using the 5mL syringe. Both sizes may be available at the same time 
-- Vgenfli (aflibercept) - materials include a prescriber guide containing important safety information 
and advice on storage and handling, preparation, and administration, as well as a patient guide on its 
use for its licensed indications 
-- Yesafili (aflibercept) 40 mg/ml Solution for injection in pre-filled syringe - Materials include a 
prescriber guide and patient guides covering use for each of the licensed indications 
 
EMA 
- Vfend (voriconazole) - addition of eplerenone and voclosporin to the list of drugs for which co-
administration with voriconazole is contra-indicated - link 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) USA 
- Potential Signals of Serious Risks/New Safety Information Identified from the FDA Adverse Event 
Reporting System (FAERS) - updated - Jul-Sep 2025 
- Meningioma Warning Added to Depo-Provera Label - link 
 
Health Canada – MedEffect Notice  
- Health Product InfoWatch, December 2025 includes 
-- Safety brief: Bruton's tyrosine kinase (BTK) inhibitors and the risk of serious hepatotoxicity - link 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) UK 
- MHRA and National Fire Chiefs Council issue winter emollient safety warning - link 
- Urges public to avoid illegal online weight-loss medicines this New Year - link 
- MHRA Safety Roundup: December 2025 
-- Mesalazine and idiopathic intracranial hypertension - link 
-- Rybelsus ® (semaglutide tablets): transition to new formulation and risk of medication error - link 
-- Letters, medicines recalls and device notifications sent to healthcare professionals in Dec 2025 
--- including Tegretol® 100 mg/5ml Liquid (carbamazepine): Limitation of use in neonates (due to 
propylene glycol content in this formulation) - letter 
- Festive foods and medicines: MHRA shares advice to help you stay safe this winter - link 
 
Medsafe (New Zealand Medicines and Medical Devices Safety Authority) 
- Atomoxetine and the possible risk of gynaecomastia - link 
- Alert communication: Amended legislation about medicines that can impair driving - link 
 
MIMS monthly updates 
- New Contraindications 
-- Live varicella vaccine (Varilrix HSA-Free)  now contraindicated in patients on recent 
immunosuppressive therapy (including high doses of corticosteroids but not topical or inhaled 
corticosteroids). 
 -- Measles virus, mumps virus and rubella virus vaccine (Priorix Albumin Free) and Measles virus, 
mumps virus, rubella virus and live varicella vaccine (Priorix-Tetra) now contraindicated in patients on 
current or recent immunosuppressive therapy (including high doses of corticosteroids but not topical 
or inhaled corticosteroids). 
 -- Neostigmine methylsulfate (Neostigmine Juno) now contraindicated in patients with doubtful bowel 
viability; in bronchial asthma; and for concomitant use with depolarising muscle relaxants. 
 
Royal College of Anaestehetists 
- … issues advice in response to shortages of commercially prepared epidural infusions - link 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Services NHS UK 
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- Purchasing for safety - link 
- Switching between pyridostigmine and neostigmine - link 
- Understanding time critical medicines to support improvement - link 
- Managing pharmaceutical waste - link 
 
TGA 
- Product Information safety updates - December 2025 
-- desvenlafaxine (as succinate) (Pristiq) - Overdose: Added desvenlafaxine is the major active 
metabolite of venlafaxine. Hypoglycaemia has been reported in association with venlafaxine overdose 
-- orphenadrine citrate (Norflex), paracetamol orphenadrine citrate (Norgesic) - Adverse effects: 
hallucinations with a frequency of uncommon 
-- ublituximab (Briumvi) - Special warnings/precautions: ‘Liver Injury'. Clinically significant liver injury, 
without findings of viral hepatitis, reported in the post marketing setting in patients treated with anti-
CD20 B-cell depleting therapies approved for the treatment of MS, including BRIUMVI. Signs of liver 
injury, including markedly elevated serum hepatic enzymes with elevated total bilirubin, have occurred 
weeks to months after administration. Patients treated with BRIUMVI found to have an alanine 
aminotransferase (ALT) or aspartate aminotransferase (AST) greater than 3x the upper limit of normal 
(ULN) with serum total bilirubin greater than 2x ULN, are potentially at risk for severe drug-induced 
liver injury. Obtain liver function tests prior to initiating treatment with BRIUMVI and monitor for signs 
and symptoms of any hepatic injury during treatment. Measure serum aminotransferases, alkaline 
phosphatase, and bilirubin levels promptly in patients who report symptoms that may indicate liver 
injury, including new or worsening fatigue, anorexia, nausea, vomiting, right upper abdominal 
discomfort, dark urine, or jaundice. If liver injury is present and an alternative etiology is not identified, 
discontinue BRIUMVI ; Adverse effects: liver injury with a frequency of not known 
-- venlafaxine (as hydrochloride) (Elaxine SR, APO-Venlafaxine, Venlafaxine XR-WGR) - Overdose: 
new overdose event, hypoglycaemia, under subheading 'Signs and Symptoms' 
- Prescribing medicines in pregnancy database - link - December 2025 updates 
- Search the Section 19A approvals database (to address medicine shortages) - link 
- Information about major medicine shortages – link 
-- About the shortage of Bicillin L-A (benzathine benzylpenicillin tetrahydrate) prefilled syringe for 
injection - link 
-- About the changes to the supply of insulin products - link ; Changes to the supply of insulin products 
- link 
-- Substitutions approved for shortage of Catapres (clonidine) 150 mcg tablets - link 
-- About the shortage of Creon (pancreatic extract) capsules - link ; Shortage of Creon (pancreatic 
extract) capsules extended - link 
-- About the shortage of methylphenidate hydrochloride products - link 
-- About the shortage of Presolol 100 (labetalol hydrochloride 100 mg) tablets - link 
-- About the shortage of transdermal HRT patches - link 
 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
- Medical Product Alert N°7/2025: Falsified IBRANCE (palbociclib) - link 
 

PAPERS OF INTEREST 

American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy (AJHP)  
- Management of hypertriglyceridemia-induced acute pancreatitis in the intensive care unit: A 
narrative review - link 
- Artificial intelligence for drug information: Evaluating its use in real-world pharmacy practice - link 
- Pharmacy in 2050: Next generation therapeutics - link 
- Evaluating the impact of implementing an electronic barcode and image capture workflow system in 
an oral liquid repackaging area - link 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
- Effect of Interventions Aimed at Reducing or Modifying Saturated Fat Intake on Cholesterol, 
Mortality, and Major Cardiovascular Events: A Risk Stratified Systematic Review of Randomized 
Trials - link 
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https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages-and-supply-disruptions/medicine-shortages/major-or-ongoing-medicine-shortages/about-shortage-presolol-100-labetalol-hydrochloride-100-mg-tablets
https://www.tga.gov.au/safety/shortages-and-supply-disruptions/medicine-shortages/major-or-ongoing-medicine-shortages/about-shortage-transdermal-hrt-patches
https://www.who.int/news/item/15-12-2025-medical-product-alert-n-7-2025--falsified-ibrance-(palbociclib)
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxaf347/8405157
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxaf350/8384363?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/ajhp/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ajhp/zxaf346/8382835?redirectedFrom=fulltext
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- Efficacy and Safety of Bisphosphonates for Complex Regional Pain Syndrome: A Systematic 
Review and Meta-analysis - link 
- Effectiveness of Psychological Therapies for Depression During the Perinatal Period: A Systematic 
Review and Meta-analysis - link 
- Cannabis-Based Products for Chronic Pain: An Updated Systematic Review - link 
- Effectiveness and Safety of Statins in Type 2 Diabetes According to Baseline Cardiovascular Risk: A 
Target Trial Emulation Study - link 
- Effectiveness of Sodium–Glucose Cotransporter-2 Inhibitors Versus Glucagon-like Peptide-1 
Receptor Agonists on Diabetic Foot Disease: An Emulated Target Trial - link 
 
Arthritis & Rheumatology 
- Defining Optimally Safe and Effective Blood Levels of Hydroxychloroquine in Lupus: An Important 
Step toward Precision Drug Monitoring - link 
- Interleukin-18 levels are associated with disease course in patients with Still's disease treated with 
IL-1 inhibitors - link 
 
British Journal of Clinical Pharmacology 
- N-of-1 trials in clinical research: Methodological foundations, statistical approaches and 
implementation challenges - link 
- Cardiovascular benefits of early sodium-glucose cotransporter 2 inhibitor use for diabetics with acute 
myocardial infarction: A nationwide cohort study - link 
- Clinical outcomes associated with ACE inhibitors and ARBs use in adults older than 85 years who 
recovered from dialysis-requiring acute kidney injury - link 
- Drug poisonings following bariatric surgery: Case series report - link 
- Low-dose cannabidiol increases plasma concentrations of amitriptyline: A clinical drug–drug 
interaction study - link 
- Trends and variation in the use of andexanet alfa for the reversal of direct oral anticoagulants in 
NHS trusts in England - link 
- Risk of gastrointestinal bleeding by specific SSRIs and SNRIs: A systematic review and meta-
analysis - link 
- Impact of antibiotics allergy labels on clinical outcomes in ICU patients: A 15-year retrospective 
cohort study - link 
- The association between mineralocorticoid receptor antagonist use and diabetes occurrence and 
progression: A systematic review and meta-analysis - link 
 
British Journal of General Practice 
- Patterns of antidepressant prescribing around pregnancy: a descriptive analysis using Clinical 
Practice Research Datalink GOLD - link 
 
British Journal of Psychiatry 
- Clozapine clinics at the crossroads and the opportunity to redesign services for people with chronic 
schizophrenia - link 
 
British Medical Journal (BMJ) 
- Puberty blockers trial faces potential legal action from campaigners - link 
- State of the Art Review: Antimicrobial use and resistance - link 
- Experts behind Pathways trial respond to mounting opposition - link 
- Flu: Researchers say antiviral treatments need more evidence - link 
- Effect of adjuvant carboplatin intensified chemotherapy versus standard chemotherapy on survival in 
women with high risk, early stage, triple negative breast cancer (CITRINE): randomised, open label 
phase 3 trial - link 
- Is the chickenpox vaccine safe, and why is it now being offered to UK children? - link 
- Medical management of inflammatory bowel diseases - link 
- Effects of lifestyle interventions in pregnancy on gestational diabetes: individual participant data and 
network meta-analysis - link 
- Oral ivermectin versus 5% permethrin cream to treat children and adults with classic scabies: 
multicentre, assessor blinded, cluster randomised clinical trial - link 
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https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/the-british-journal-of-psychiatry/article/clozapine-clinics-at-the-crossroads-and-the-opportunity-to-redesign-services-for-people-with-chronic-schizophrenia/2AA52A11CA23CD7E9B9CED947A9C587A
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BMJ Quality and Safety 
- Duration of antibiotic therapy in the intensive care unit: factors influencing decision-making during 
multidisciplinary meetings - link 
 
Circulation  
- Periodontal Disease and Atherosclerotic Cardiovascular Disease: A Scientific Statement from the 
American Heart Association - link 
- 2025 ACC/AHA/HRS/ISACHD/SCAI Guideline for the Management of Adults with Congenital Heart 
Disease - link 
 
Cochrane  
- Digital technology for monitoring adherence to inhaled therapies in people with cystic fibrosis - link 
 
Diabetes, Obesity and Metabolism  
- Therapeutic equivalence and switching between biosimilar and reference insulins: A systematic 
review and meta-analysis of randomised controlled trials - link 
- Glucagon-like peptide-1 receptor agonist treatment reduces body weight and improves glycaemic 
outcomes in patients with concurrent overweight/obesity and type 1 diabetes: A systematic review 
and meta-analysis - link 
 
BMJ Drug and Therapeutics Bulletin 
- Disinformation and misinformation: what can we do? - link 
 
European Heart Journal  
- Blood pressure lowering in isolated diastolic hypertension and cardiovascular risk: an individual 
patient data meta-analysis - link 
- Nicotine and the cardiovascular system: unmasking a global public health threat - link 
- Prasugrel or ticagrelor monotherapy vs dual antiplatelet treatment after percutaneous coronary 
intervention in acute coronary syndromes: a landmark analysis from the NEOMINDSET trial - link 
 
European Journal of Hospital Pharmacy  
- Drug–drug interactions in adjuvant and neoadjuvant breast cancer therapy - link 
- Hospital production of a 1% propofol–cyclodextrin formulation to address drug shortages: a proof of 
concept - link 
- ICU Y-site compatibility at standardised infusion concentrations: method-stratified synthesis and 
practical chart - link 
- Evaluation of desmopressin in preventing overcorrection of hyponatraemia among patients with 
renal dysfunction - link 
- Treatment outcomes in methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus bacteraemia patients receiving 
vancomycin: a retrospective study at a tertiary hospital - link 
- Tackling medication errors: how a systems approach improves patient safety - link 
- Predicting unplanned hospital revisits among community-dwelling older adults: a dynamic cohort 
study - link 
- Evaluation of impact of clinical variables on enoxaparin dosing and anti-Xa factor concentration - link 
 
Internal Medicine Journal 
- Direct oral anticoagulant prescribing for atrial fibrillation: an Australian tertiary centre experience of 
ischaemic stroke complication - link 
- Current clinical practice trends in giant cell arteritis diagnosis and management: a national survey of 
Australian rheumatologists and rheumatology trainees - link 
- Association of renal and neurological disorders with contrast-induced encephalopathy: a systematic 
review and meta-analysis - link 
- Letter: Navigating hypokalaemia in diabetic ketoacidosis: a call for pragmatic insulin initiation 
guidelines - link 
- Alcohol consumption and risk of dementia: a systematic review and meta-analysis - link 
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International Journal of Clinical Pharmacy 
- Advancing pharmacist involvement in surgical prehabilitation: a call to action for global pharmacy 
practice - link 
- Impact of an AI-powered hospital admission prediction dashboard to guide medication reconciliation 
in the emergency department: a retrospective before-after study - link 
- Sodium-glucose cotransporter-2 inhibitors and risk of diabetic retinopathy in type 2 diabetes: a 
network meta-analysis of randomised clinical trials - link 
- Beyond existing rating scales: development of a novel nomogram for predicting severe clinical 
bleeding associated with low-molecular-weight heparin in hospitalized medical patients - link 
- Risk factor analysis of hypertonic saline non-responders for the treatment of cerebral edema: a 
retrospective cohort study - link 
 

JAMA 
- Sodium Bicarbonate for Severe Metabolic Acidemia and Acute Kidney Injury: The BICARICU-2 
Randomized Clinical Trial - link 
- JAMA Patient Page: What Is Hypothyroidism? - link ; Avoidant/Restrictive Food Intake Disorder - link 
- Head and Neck Cancer: A Review - link 
- Advancing CAR T-Cell Therapy: Evidence-Based Trial Design for Chimeric Antigen Receptor T-Cell 
Therapy in Oncology - link 
- The Role of Vaccination in Maternal and Perinatal Outcomes Associated With COVID-19 in 
Pregnancy - link 
- Valacyclovir Treatment of Early Symptomatic Alzheimer Disease: The VALAD Randomized Clinical 
Trial - link 
- Recurrent Clostridioides difficile Infections - link 
- Influenza A(H3N2) Subclade K Virus: Threat and Response - link 
 
JAMA Internal Medicine 
- Implementing Benzodiazepine Deprescribing in the Primary Care Clinic - link 
- Antibiotic de-escalation in adults hospitalized for community-onset sepsis - link 
- Benzodiazepine Use in Pregnancy and the Risk of Pregnancy Outcomes - link 
 
JAMA Otolaryngology Head and Neck Surgery 
- Glucagon-Like Peptide-1 Receptor Agonists and Chronic Cough - link 
 
JBI Evidence Synthesis 
- Effectiveness of intrathecal dexmedetomidine versus fentanyl as additives to hyperbaric bupivacaine 
on postoperative analgesia in patients undergoing Cesarean section: a systematic review and meta-
analysis - link 
 
Journal of Cystic Fibrosis 
- Elexacaftor/tezacaftor/ivacaftor is associated with long-term reduction in use of chronic respiratory 
therapies in cystic fibrosis - link 
 
Journal of Pharmacy Practice and Research (JPPR) 
- Machine learning models for predicting dosing of oral anticoagulants: a systematic review - link 
- Editorial: Medication Safety in Australia: Reflecting on the Past, Navigating the Present, and 
Envisioning the Future - link 
- Aboriginal Health Workers and pharmacists in a two-way learning collaboration: a pilot in a 
metropolitan Australian hospital - link 
- Polypharmacy and super-polypharmacy in non-geriatric, adult populations: a scoping review of 
characteristics, risks, and deprescribing frameworks - link 
- Impact of collaborative pharmacist prescribing on patient safety, patient flow, and pharmacists' 
workload - link 
 
Lancet 
- Peripartum cardiomyopathy - link 
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- The 2025 report of the Lancet Countdown on health and climate change - link 
- Zoliflodacin versus ceftriaxone plus azithromycin for treatment of uncomplicated urogenital 
gonorrhoea: an international, randomised, controlled, open-label, phase 3, non-inferiority clinical trial - 
link 
- The Lancet Commission on improving population health post-COVID-19 - link 
- Seminar: Prostate cancer - link 
- Nivolumab added to cisplatin and radiotherapy versus cisplatin and radiotherapy alone after surgery 
for people with squamous cell carcinoma of the head and neck at a high risk of relapse (GORTEC 
2018-01 NIVOPOST-OP): a randomised, open-label, phase 3 trial - link 
 
Lancet Diabetes & Endocrinology 
- Prediabetes remission and cardiovascular morbidity and mortality: post-hoc analyses from the 
Diabetes Prevention Program Outcome study and the DaQing Diabetes Prevention Outcome study - 
link 
- 11th edition of the IDF Diabetes Atlas: global, regional, and national diabetes prevalence estimates 
for 2024 and projections for 2050 - link 
- Application of continuous glucose monitoring and automated insulin delivery technologies for 
pregnant women with type 1, type 2, or gestational diabetes: an international consensus statement - 
link 
 
Lancet Infectious Diseases 
- Oral itraconazole versus oral voriconazole for treatment-naive patients with chronic pulmonary 
aspergillosis in India (VICTOR-CPA trial): a single-centre, open-label, randomised, controlled, 
superiority trial - link 
 
Lancet Psychiatry 
- Comparison of antidepressant deprescribing strategies in individuals with clinically remitted 
depression: a systematic review and network meta-analysis - link 
- Disparities in diabetes treatment and monitoring for people with and without mental disorders: a 
systematic review and meta-analysis - link 
 
Molecular Diversity Preservation International (MDPI) – Pharmacy Journal 
- Structured Medication Review and Shared Decision-Making in Patients with Mild Intellectual 
Disabilities Who Use Psychotropic Medication - link 
- Beyond Addiction: Burden of Polypharmacy and Risk in Frail Patients with Substance Use Disorder - 
link 
- Drug Manipulation in Pediatric Care: A Scoping Review of a Widespread Practice Signaling 
Systemic Gaps in Pharmaceutical Provision - link 
- Intrathecal Drug Delivery Systems for Chronic Pain Management: A Narrative Review of 
Pharmacologic Agents, Clinical Applications, and Considerations - link 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
- Trastuzumab Deruxtecan plus Pertuzumab for HER2-Positive Metastatic Breast Cancer - link 
- Trastuzumab Deruxtecan in Residual HER2-Positive Early Breast Cancer - link 
- Complex Regional Pain Syndrome - link 
- The Epidemic of Tobacco Harms among People with Mental Health Conditions - link 
- Cardiovascular Outcomes with Tirzepatide versus Dulaglutide in Type 2 Diabetes - link 
- Trial of High-Dose Oral Rifampin in Adults with Tuberculous Meningitis - link 
- Cardiogenic shock - link 
 
Pain Med 
- Systematic review and meta-analysis of conventional medical management in a patient population 
with refractory chronic pain suitable to receive a spinal cord stimulation system - link 
 
Pharmaceutical Journal 
- Medicines shortages picture improving, government says - link 
- Disabling prescribing system alerts may have led to hospital paracetamol overdose - link 

mailto:nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(25)01919-1/abstract
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(25)01953-1/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(25)02061-6/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(25)02221-4/abstract
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(25)01850-1/abstract
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landia/article/PIIS2213-8587(25)00295-5/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landia/article/PIIS2213-8587(25)00299-2/abstract
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landia/article/PIIS2213-8587(25)00335-3/abstract
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(25)00537-7/abstract
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpsy/article/PIIS2215-0366(25)00330-X/abstract
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpsy/article/PIIS2215-0366(25)00332-3/fulltext
https://www.mdpi.com/2226-4787/14/1/5
https://www.mdpi.com/2226-4787/14/1/4
https://www.mdpi.com/2226-4787/14/1/2
https://www.mdpi.com/2226-4787/13/6/185
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2508668
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2514661
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMcp2415752
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2500491
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2505928
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2502866
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMra2312086
https://academic.oup.com/painmedicine/article-abstract/26/6/337/7997276
https://pharmaceutical-journal.com/article/news/medicines-shortages-picture-improving-government-says
https://pharmaceutical-journal.com/article/news/disabling-prescribing-system-alerts-may-have-led-to-hospital-paracetamol-overdose
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Pharmacotherapy 
- Machine Learning-Based Prediction of Prolonged Duration of Mechanical Ventilation Using 
Medication Data - link 
- Effect of Testosterone Therapy on Cytochrome P450 3A and P-Glycoprotein Activities Using 
Midazolam and Digoxin as Probe Substrates Among Transgender Adults - link 
- C‐Reactive Protein and Neutrophil‐To‐Lymphocyte Ratio: Can They Be Used Interchangeably in 

Tracking Clozapine‐Related Inflammation? - link 

- Real-World Use of Letermovir and Maribavir for CMV Prophylaxis and Treatment in Solid Organ 
Transplant Recipients: Clinical Outcomes and Resistance Patterns From a Dual-Center Cohort - link 
- Circulating Profiles of the Bile Acid Metabolomics in Patients With Polycystic Ovary Syndrome 
Treated With Metformin or Canagliflozin - link 
 
Prescrire International - January 2026 includes 
- Retracted articles continue to do harm - link 
- Fezolinetant (Veoza°) for menopause-related hot flushes 
- Momelotinib (Omjjara°) in myelofibrosis 
- Cabergoline: fibrotic disorders and heart valve disease 
- Adverse effects of nirsevimab: limited data after one season of use in infants 
 

CONSULTATIONS  

Agency for Clinical Innovation, NSW (ACI) 
- Consultation: Cardiogenic Shock Clinical Practice Guide – closing Friday 9 January 2026 - link 
 
Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) 
- Point of Care Testing Standard Consultation - closing 10 February 2026 - link 
 
TGA 
- Notice of interim decision on proposed amendments to the Poisons Standard in relation to 
adrenaline - closing 12 January 2026 - link 
- Notice of interim decisions on proposed amendments to the Poisons Standard - ACCS #40 and Joint 
ACMS-ACCS #39 - March 2025 – closing 23 January 2026 - link 
- Proposed amendments to the Poisons Standard - ACCS, ACMS and Joint ACMS-ACCS meetings - 
March 2026 – closing 29 January 2026 - link 
- Adoption of International Scientific Guidelines in Australia R01-2025 - closing 10 February 2026 - 
link 
- Survey: Digital Mental Health Tools – closing 11 February 2026 - link 
- Survey: Users of digital mental health tools - closing11 February 2026 - link 
- Proposed changes to labelling of medicines supplied in Australia - closing 24 February 2026 - link 
 

WEBINARS & PODCASTS 

Australian Prescriber Podcasts 
- E205 | Top 10 drugs 2024-25 
- E204 – Oral anticoagulation for adults with atrial fibrillation or venous thromboembolism 
 
Purple Pen Podcast 
- PPP 182 - Topical corticosteroids 
- PPP 183 - Wound management 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Service 
- Liver disease podcast series - update 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

FIP 

mailto:nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au
https://accpjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/phar.70090
https://accpjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/phar.70093
https://accpjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/phar.70094
https://accpjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/phar.70086
https://accpjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/phar.70092
https://english.prescrire.org/en/Summary.aspx
https://english.prescrire.org/en/81/168/69497/0/NewsDetails.aspx
https://aci.health.nsw.gov.au/networks/have-your-say/cardiogenic-shock
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/newsroom/consultations/point-care-testing-standard-consultation
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/publication/scheduling-decisions-interim/notice-interim-decision-proposed-amendments-poisons-standard-relation-adrenaline
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/publication/scheduling-decisions-interim/notice-interim-decisions-proposed-amendments-poisons-standard-accs-40-and-joint-acms-accs-39-march-2025
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/consultation/consultation-proposed-amendments-poisons-standard-accs-acms-and-joint-acms-accs-meetings-march-2026
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/consultation/consultation-adoption-international-scientific-guidelines-australia-r01-2025
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/consultation/survey-digital-mental-health-tools
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/consultation/survey-users-digital-mental-health-tools
https://www.tga.gov.au/resources/consultation/consultation-proposed-changes-labelling-medicines-supplied-australia
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/podcast/episode-205-top-10-drugs-2024-25.html?utm_source=mailchimp&utm_medium=edm&utm_campaign=podjan2026&utm_content=205&mc_cid=2389c561c8&mc_eid=aab40d20f0
https://australianprescriber.tg.org.au/podcast/episode-204-oral-anticoagulation-for-adults-with-atrial-fibrillation-or-venous-thromboembolism.html
https://www.purplepenpodcast.com/home/2025/11/28/ppp-182-topical-corticosteroids-with-dr-eleni-yiasemides
https://www.purplepenpodcast.com/home/2025/12/24/ppp-183-wound-management-with-gary-bain-aka-the-wound-guy
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/liver-disease-podcast-series/#:~:text=podcast
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- Maintaining basic healthcare with 80 medicines in an emergency: Introduction to working with the 
WHO Interagency Emergency Health Kit (IEHK) 2024 including case studies - 19 January 2026, 
16:00-17:30 CET – register  
 

mailto:nswtag@stvincents.com.au｜www.nswtag.org.au
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/3117677114005/WN_1h9Mmty-T7qn2Y93VuaA_A#/registration

	- Characterisation of adverse events leading to unscheduled intensive care admissions - link

